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PEEFACE. 


In submitting this work to the notice of the public, 1 
deem it proper to explain the sources from which I have 
acquired the knowledge of the subjects of which it treats. 
The greater part has been obtained during an official 
connection of more than forty years with the Eoyal 
Gardens, Kew, which afforded me the opportunity of 
studying and becoming practically acquainted with the 
largest collection of living plants, exotic and native, 
ever brought together, not only as regards their cultiva- 
tion and classification, but also with their properties and 
uses, as known both by their scientific and popular 
names. My knowledge of the latter has been greatly 
increased by correspondence with collectors and curators 
of Botanic Gardens abroad, and also through my having 
taken an active part in assisting the late Sir W. Hooker 
to establish and bring together the vast collection of 
specimens of vegetable products which, begun in 1846, 
now occupies three separate large buildings under the 
name of the Kew Museum of Economic Botany. The 
object of this collection is to show the practical applica- 
tion of the use of plants, by which we learn the source 
of the numerous products furnished by the vegetable 
kingdom made use of by man in all matters of domestic 
and general economy. 
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It is here necessary to state that my sou, the late 
Alexander Smith, having taken much interest in arrang- 
ing the first specimens in the Museum, received, in 
time, the appointment of curator ; from this office he 
was in 1858 removed on account of ill health. 

He early entertained the idea of writing a work to 
be entitled Economic and Commercial Botany ; with 
that view he commenced taking notes of all matters 
relating to the products and uses of plants ; and his 
health having improved, he made frequent visits to the 
library of the British Museum, which enabled him greatly 
to increase the number of his notes. At the time of his 
death in 1865 his arranged notes occupied thirty octaYm 
volumes, besides manuscrij>ts prepared for the press. 

In order that his labours should not be altogether 
lost, I selected sufficient matter to form a volume of 
546 pages (jjublished 1871), entitled Domestic Botany, 
consisting of two parts — the first being an introduction 
to the study of botany, written in as plain language 
as the subject pennitted, and th(“, second a systematic 
arrangement of the families of plants, with a brief notice 
of the character, nature, and number of species of each 
family, followed by the popular and botanical names of 
the principal species yielding products useful to man. 
Learning that the latter part of the book was most 
appreciated, I was led to undertake a revision of the 
work, and in order to save an index, to arrange the 
subjects in alphabetical order, adopting the English and 
vernacular names by which plants and their products 
are known in their respective countries. There being, 
however, no written nomenclature of .such names, it 
becomes necessary for the correct identification of the 
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plants, to give their botanical names, and the name of 
the natural family to which they belong, and by giving 
the common name of the latter, with a brief description 
of the species, I have made it possible for the uninitiated 
in botany to form some idea of the nature of the plant 
about which he is reading. And in order that the 
book may be also useful to the scientific botanist, I 
have given a list of the genera noticed in the work, 
which number 1163, under which are noticed about 
1600 subjects. 

AVith regard to the natural families adopted by me, 
it is necessary to state that botanists differ widely in 
the characters of families, some placing many genera 
under one family which other botanists separate under 
two or more. It is here only necessary to notice 
the two latest general arrangements, the first being 
The Vegetable Kingdom of Dr. Lindley, published 
in 1853, in which he characterises 303 families ; the 
second, the Genera Plantarum of Bentham and 
Hooker, which commenced being published in 1862, 
and is not yet completed, in which two, three, and 
four of Lindley ’s families are united under one — for 
example, the Apple family (Pomacese), with the Plum 
family (Drupacese), are considered as tribes of the Eose 
family (Rosaceae). The reasons for such unions may be 
readily understood by scientific botanists ; but for the 
sake of simplicity, and not to perplex the unbotanical 
reader with unnecessary botanical words, I have, as 
hitherto, adopted the families as characterised by 
Lindley. It is said that there are nearly 200,000 
species of plants now known to botanists ; of that 
number only a moiety jvre requisite to furnish man 
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with all his natural and acquired wants, -wdiieh vary 
according to climate. Such plants are generally termed 
economical, which word must be accepted in its widest 
sense — ^that is, not only as including plants that furnish 
food, medicine, and clothing, but also those that furnish 
materials for all mechanical and artificer’s work, as also 
ornamental and curious plants cultivated in gardens or 
kept in museums, whicih to obtain forms an important part 
of the trade and commerce with all countries. With recrard 
to the adoption of common, or what are termed popular, 
names, it is unfortunate that many of them are vulgar 
and undignified, and derogatory to the useful, pretty, 
and curious plants which they designate, such as Aaron’s 
Beard, Jove’s Beard, Job’s Tears, Jacob’s Ladder, Venus 
Navelwort, Venus Looking-glass, Devil-in-a-bush, Fresh- 
water Soldier, Mourning Widow, Adam’s Needle, and Old 
Man. It would be well if such names could be di.scarded, 
but as they have been long familiar, we arc left no 
alternative but to adopt them. In many ca.ses the 
scientific names of plants have also become familiar — for 
instance. Geranium, Pelargonium, Hydrangea, Calceo- 
laria, Chrysanthemum, Amaranthus, Rhododendron, 
Azalea, Fuchsia, and many others, are now as freely 
spoken as if they were original words of our mother- 
tongue ; such being the case, I have in the following 
pages adopted the scientific name in cases having no 
popular names. 

With regard to the selection of the sul)jects which 
form the work, many more might be given, such as 
fancy plants of taste and reputed medical plants of 
which the virtues of many are fanciful ; but to have 
done so would have enlarged the book beyond the size 
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of an ordinary octavo volume. As now limited I trust 
it Avill be found to contain sufficient interesting matter to 
recommend it to tbe public in general, and especially to 
merchants, educational establishments, public offices, and 
cultivators of plants in general, and that it will be the 
forerunner of a more extensive work. 

In conclusion, I consider it my duty to thank Sir J. 
D. Hooker for the loan of books, and to notice the great 
assistance I have received from Mr. J. Jackson, the 
Curator of the Museum of Economic Botany, Royal 
Gardens, Kew, in preparing this work for the press and 
in correcting proof-sheets, as also in furnishing many 
new subjects. 

In consequence of so many subjects being noticed 
under two or more names, it is not improbable that 
some repetitions and omissions of reference may be 
found ; but I trust that such are few, and that they 
will not have the effect of lessening the credit of the 
book. 


Kew, May 1882. 


JOHN SMITH, 

Ex-Curator, Royal Gardens, Kew. 
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Abaca, a name in the Philippine Islands for the fibre of 
Musa textilis, known as Manilla Hemp. {See Hemp.) 

Abele, the Dutch name for the White Poplar. {See Poplar.) 

Absinthe, an intoxicating liquor made from Artemisia absin- 
thium., an herbaceous plant of the Composite family (Compositse), 
native of this country and Europe generally, familiarly known 
by the name of Wormwood ; it is common in Switzerland. A 
hitter extract is obtained from this species as well as from A. 
judaicum, called Absinthe. Of this liquor millions of gallons are 
yearly sent to France ; it is also largely manufactured in France, 
and is drunk in large quantities by the French people. It 
has an exhilarating effect, hut its habitual use brings on gradual 
diminution of the intellectual faculties, ending in delirium and 
death. The French Government have found it necessary to 
proliibit its use in the army and navy. In the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah (chap. iii. verse 15) we read, “He hath made me 
drunken with wormwood if the rendering of these words is 
accepted as written, we are led to conclude that a similar liquor 
was in use in the time of Jeremiah. 

Acacia, the name of an extensive genus of trees and 
shrubs of the Mimosa section of the Bean family (Leguminosse), 
varying in habit from furze-like shrubs to lofty trees. They 
are widely distributed throughout the tropical and sub-tropical 
regions of both hemispheres. Their leaves are normally com- 
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pound winged, but in the greater number of the Australian 
species the true leaves are suppressed, the foot-stalks performing 
the function of the leaves (and termed Phyllodeae), in some 
cases being broad, of various forms, or long and linear, spiny 
or heath-like. In some cases the true leaves are produced on 
the apex of the broad forms. The flowers are produced in 
compact globose heads or spikes, of various colours, generally 
white, pink, or yellow, the latter being tlie predominant colour 
in the Australian species. Their seed pods vary from simple 
and straight to hom-like, or curved, or twisted like a screw. 
As may be expected in such an extensive and varied genus, 
their uses are manifold. In India the genus is represented by 
about eighteen species of trees of various sizes and quality of 
timber, of which those of special interest are noticed under their 
respective local names, or of their products. (See, for example. 
Gum Arabic, Algaroba, etc.) They are widely spread through- 
out India, some attaining the height of 60, 80, and 100 feet, 
especially in the forests of Pegu and Prome. In Western Asia 
and Africa the genus is represented by gum -yielding species, 
as A, arahica. A, crrffra. A, capense, A, giraffe, A, horrida, A. 
rohista^ A. Senegcd, and A, Segal, most of which are small- 
sized thorny trees of forbidding aspect occupying vast tracts of 
desert country. Various species of Acacia are also common 
throughout the West Indies, tropical America, and the islands 
of the Indian Ocean and Pacific, chiefly valued for their 
timber. With regard to the Australian species, about 300 
are recorded, of which (a few years ago) 96 fonned part of 
the Australian collection at Kew. They vary in habit from 
furze and heath -like shrubs to trees 50 to 60 feet in height. 
In the greater number of species, as above stated, the true 
leaves are suppressed, the principal ones with true leaves being 
A, dealbata, A. decurrens, A, elata, A. Jloribunda, A. lophantha, 
and A, mollissima, all beautiful and hard-wooded trees. They 
are, however, fast disappearing from their native haunts, whole 
districts being cleared for the sake of their bark, of which ship- 
loads are being annually imported to this country for the use 
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of the tanner. In South Europe and Western Syria the genus 
is represented by A, Jidihrissin and A, Farnesiana, small trees 
with compound winged leaves ; the first is said to extend east- 
ward as far as China; it was introduced to Kew in 1745, and is 
perfectly hardy, three original plants having withstood the cold 
of January 1838, and producing heads of pink flowers yearly. 
A, Famesiana is a small tree, with compound winged leaves, 
and globose heads of yellow, highly odoriferous flowers. There 
is much uncertainty as to the native country of this tree ; in 
Hortus Keivensis it is said to be a native of San Domingo, and 
introduced into Europe by John Tradescant in 1656 ; it, how- 
ever, appears to have been cultivated at Rome earlier than the 
above date, for it is noticed in a book published at Rome in 
1625, entitled Alhini Hort Famesiana; and about 1763-65, 
Linna3us, in Hort Upsalcnsis, described and named it Mimosa 
Famesiana^ which was afterwards, by Wildenow (1805), placed 
in his genus Acacia, The tree is now common in the South of 
Europe, both wild and cultivated. Another remarkable point 
in the character of this plant is that it grows abundantly in the 
valley of the Dead Sea, and there it is covered with the parasite 
{Loranthus acacicc)^ which has beautiful scarlet flowers in such 
abundance as at a distance to give to the trees the appearance 
of being on fire. In Italy its sweet-scented flowers are mixed 
with melted fat or olive oil, which becomes impregnated witli 
their odour, and constitutes the fine pomade called Cassie. The 
plant is also largely cultivated on the flower-farms at Grasse 
and Cannes for perfumery purposes generally. 

Acacia, False. {See Locust Trees.) 

Acanthus, Spiny {AcantJms spinosns), a strong - growing 
perennial herb of the Acanthus family (Acanthacese), native of 
Italy. Recorded to have been introduced to this country in 1629. 
It has large, jagged, spiny leaves, a foot or more in length, which 
are said to have furnished Calimanthus with the model for the 
capital of the column of tlie Corinthian order of architecture. 

Achocon, a name in Peru for Lconia glycycarpa, A large 
free of the Violet family (Violacece), native of Peru. It has 
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alternate, oblong, acuminate, coriaceous leaves, and loose 
panicles of yellow flowers. Its fruit is the size of a peach, 
rough yellow, and filled with sweet soft pulp of the same colour. 
It is held in much esteem by the Peruvians. 

Ach-root, a name in India for the root of Morinda tinctorial a 
small tree of the Cinchona family (Kubiacese). Used *for dyeing. 

Aconite, a common name for the species of Aconitum, a large 
genus of perennial herbs of the Buttercup family (Eanunculaceae), 
with smooth, palmate, long-stalked leaves. Flowers in spikes, 
calyx coloured, the shape of a helmet, containing five or more 
amorphous petals, and three ovaries, which become many- 
seeded follicles. Principally natives of Europe and Northern 
Asia. About a dozen species have been introduced and culti- 
vated in gardens for their showy flowers, the most common 
being A, Napellm, familiarly known as Monk*s-hood and Wolfs- 
bane. Its showy blue flowers make it a favourite in cottage 
gardens, but it and its allies are poisonous in the highest degree, 
accidents having occurred through eating the leaves for parsley, 
and death having frequeptly occurred from using the roots in 
place of horse-radish. This can only happen when the stalks 
and leaves have decayed, the two plants being totally unlike 
one another, and the roots are very dissimilar; the mistakes 
have generally been caused through ignorance in digging up the 
roots of Aconite instead of horse-radish. Much might be done 
to prevent such mistakes by exhibiting in schoolrooms the 
figures of the two plants, and the roots, their nature being ex- 
plained by the teacher. The chemical alkaloid called Aconitine 
is obtained from the roots of this plant ; it possesses all the 
virulent poisonous properties of the plant in a tenfold degree. 
A. ferox is similar in habit to the preceding, native of Nepal 
and some parts of the Himalayas. It is considered to exceed 
the above in virulence, and is called by the natives Bish or 
BikL They employ it to poison their arrows for shooting 
tigers and other wild beasts, the least wound causing certain 
death ; it is considered the most formidable poison in India. 
Other allied species, natives of the Himalaya, are likewise strong 
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poisons, and the roots are also known as Bikh. A. 
tonum, yellow-flowered Wolfs-bane, a common plant in the 
North of Europe, is also poisonous. Linnaeus, in his History of 
Laplandy says : All over the country through which I passed 
this day A, lycoctonum was as common as heath ; as it is not 
eaten by cattle it increases abundantly,” 

Adam’s Apple, a fanciful name given to varieties of the 
fruit of the Lime, belonging to the Orange family. 

Adam’s Needle, a common name for the different species of 
Yucca, a genus of the Lily family (Liliaceae), native of Mexico, 
Southern United States, and other parts of Ajnerica. Some 
species are stemless, while Y. gloriosa and others have palmid 
stems, which under favourable conditions in this country attain 
the height of 4 to 6 feet, and 6 or more inches in diameter. 
They are often branched, each branch being terminated by a 
tuft of lanceolate or sword-shaped leaves, from which rises a 
panicle 2 to 3 feet high, bearing large pendulous white flowers. 
All the species contain a large quantity of fibre in their leaves 
which is extensively used in the countries where they are 
abundant. In Florida Y, filammtosa is called Bear Grass. It 
occupies extensive tracts of country ; its fibre is strong, and 
used as a substitute for hemp. 

Adder’s Tongue, a common name for Ophioglossfum vul- 
gatum, a small one-leaved perennial herb of the Fern alliance, 
native of this country, growing on moist banks and meadows. 
Its leaves (fronds) are mucilaginous, and are used in the pre- 
paration of salves, 

AgaJlocha, a name in India for Excoccaria Agallochurri, a 
small tree of the Spurge family (Euphorbiaceae), native of India, 
generally found growing near the sea, abundant on the Sunder- 
bunds of the Ganges. Its milky juice is very acrid, blisters 
the skin, and is much dreaded by woodcutters. The wood is 
used for making charcoal, but the smoke is injurious to the 
eyes. It is also a native of some of the Polynesian Islands, 
where it is as much dreaded by the natives as the manchineal of 
America. In Fiji it is employed for the cure of leprosy, its 
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mode of application being very singular. The body of the 
patient is first rubbed with green leaves ; he is then placed in a 
small room and bound hand and foot, when a small fire is made 
of pieces of the wood of this tree, from which rises a thick 
smoke ; the patient is suspended over this fire, and remains for 
some hours in the midst of the poisonous smoke and under 
the most agonising torture, often fainting. When thoroughly 
smoked, he is removed, and the slime is scraped from his body ; 
he is then scarified and left to await the result. In some cases 
he is cured, but frequently the patient dies under the ordeal. 

Agallocha is also a name in India for Eagle- wood (which see). 

Agar-agar. (See Ceylon Moss.) 

Agaricus, the name of an extensive genus of the Fungi 
family, of which the common mushroom is the type (which see). 

Agave, the name of an extensive genus of the Narcissus 
family (Amaryllidaceae), represented by the well-known plant 
called American Aloe (which see). 

Agave, Soap (A. saponaria), native of Mexico. Its roots are 
saponaceous and used by the Mexicans as a substitute for soap. 

Agrimony {Agrimonia Eupatorici), a strong-growing peren- 
nial of the Eose family (Eosaceae), native of this country, 
generally growing in meadows and on the margins of fields. It 
is a powerful astringent, and was formerly used by herb doctors, 
and even at the present day is prescribed by some practitioners. 

Ailanto, the Chinese name of Ailanthus glandulosa, trans- 
lated ** Tree of Heaven,” a tree of the Quassia family (Sima- 
rubaceae), native of China, introduced to Kew about 1751. At 
the time the original Botanic Garden at Kew was broken up, 
two trees, about a hundred years old, had attained the height of 
60 or 70 feet. It is a large, spreading-headed, branching tree, 
and when in leaf in summer is highly ornamental, and in France 
and Italy it is much planted as a shade for public walks. It 
has lately come into special notice on account of a species of 
silkworm feeding on its leaves, and experiments have shown 
that it might be turned to profitable advantage in this country. 
Its wood has a beautiful yellow grain, and is used by cabinet- 
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makers. Allied to the preceding is A. malabarictis, a tree 
common in the forests of Cochin and Travancore. It yields a 
resinous exudation, called Mutty Pal, which is used as incense. 

Air Plants, a common name applied to plants growing on 
trees, chiefly applied to many species of Avoids, Bromeliads, 
and Orchids, 

Ajowan, a name in India for the seeds of Carvm {Ptychotis) 
ajowan. An annual plant of the Carrot family (Umbelliferse), 
with erect forking stem and few leaves, the lower ones being 
cut into narrow segments. Its flowers are produced in small 
umbels, consisting of only a few rays. It is cultivated in 
Bengal for its seeds (fruit), which are small like caraways, and 
remarkable for their strong smell of thyme, and are common in 
the Indian bazaars. They are used both for culinary and 
medical purposes, and have lately come into special notice in 
this country and in Germany for the manufacture of Thymol, 
enormous quantities of which are now made and used as an 
antiseptic. 

Aka, a New Zealand name for Metrosideros scandens, a climb- 
ing epiphyte of the Myrtle family (Myrtacesc). It completely 
envelops the tree on which it grows, which ultimately dies, and 
the wood decays. The epiphyte remaining forms a hollow case. 

Akee, the native name for the fruit of Blighia sapida, a tree 
of the Soapberry family (Sapindacese), native of Western tropical 
Africa, early introduced into the West Indies, and now spread 
into other tropical countries. It is common in Jamaica, and 
forms a handsome tree 30 feet in height, having lai^e, broad- 
winged leaves, somewhat rough. Flowers produced in racemes 
from the axis of the leaves. The fruit is a three-sided valved 
capsule of a reddish colour, about three inches in length, con- 
taining a yellowish pulpy aril, in which are embedded three 
black seeds. In its raw state it is considered poisonous, but 
cooking makes it wholesome. During the season large 
quantities are brought to Kingston market (Jamaica). It is 
liked by both Europeans and natives. It was introduced to 
this country in 1793, and has fridted in the hothouses at Kew. 
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Alder {Alnus gliUinosa), a tree of the Birch family (Betu- 
laceee), common in this country and throughout Europe. It 
has soft wood, which soon decays, but is of great durability 
when placed underground or in water. In some places it is 
laigely grown for making charcoal, which is used in the pre- 
paration of inferior kinds of gunpowder. Bowls and other 
domestic utensils are made of the wood. 

Alerse, a name in Chili for ZibocedriLs tctragona, a large tree 
of the C 3 rpress tribe of Coniferse, native of Chili. It is highly 
valued for its timber, and forms an important article of export 
trade from Chili. Its grain is so straight that it can be split into 
boards that look as smooth as though they had been planed. 

Alexanders {Smyrnium Olitsatmm)^ a biennial of the Carrot 
and Parsnip family (Umbelliferae), cultivated for its leaf-stalks, 
which have a pleasant aromatic flavour, and at one time were 
blanched and used instead of celery. The leaves were likewise 
employed in flavouring soups. It is now, however, seldom if 
ever cultivated, celery having taken its place. 

Alexandrian Laurel (See Butcher’s broom.) 

Algaroba^ the Spanish name for the pods of several species 
of Prosopis, a genus allied to Acacia of the Bean family (Legumi- 
nosae), consisting of hard- wooded thorny trees seldom exceeding 
30 feet in height, occupying extensive tracts in the western 
countries of America from Peru to Colorado on the north. 
They may be considered to represent the Acacia Seyaly A, 
niloiica, and A. arabica of Western Asia and Africa. Their 
pods contain a sweet mucilage of the same nature as the carob 
tree. In Peru P. dulcis — there called Paray (also common in 
Mexico) — with P. horridtts, occupies extensive tracts called 
“ pastures,” a name consequent on the pods being extensively 
used as food for cattle. The pods of P. dulcis are described as 
from 20 to 24 inches long, enclosing black seeds embedded in 
white pulp, which is sweet and is eaten by the natives. This 
species has been by the* Spaniards introduced to the Philippine 
Islands, and thence to India. It is extensively planted in the 
Madras Presidency by the sides of railways, and there called 
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Manilla tamarinds. Prosopis glandulosa is an allied species; 
native of Texas, Colorado, and other parts of the Western 
States, where it occupies vast tracts of country, and is known by 
the natives as the Mesquit tree. It attains the height of 30 
feet, and a diameter of 4 to 10 inches. Its wood is very hard and 
durable, and well adapted for posts and other open-air purposes. 
It yields a gum nearly equal to gum arabic, which may be 
collected in great abundance. It becomes white and semi- 
transparent on exposure to the light. The pod is long, of the 
form of the common bean, and contains a sweet mucilage, which 
by fermentation and boiling furnishes a not unpleasant drink. 
A meal is prepared by pounding the seeds or beans, which, 
mixed with water, is made into a paste, then dried in the sun, 
when it is used as an article of food, and will keep for a con- 
siderable time. Another species, P. puhescens, is called the 
Screw Bean, on account of its twisted pods, which also con- 
tain a sweet pulp so full of saccharine matter that by boiling a 
kind of molasses is obtained. The pods of these trees form an 
important article of food to the native Indians in the places 
where they grow, and are eagerly devoured by cattle. Conse- 
quent on the yearly prairie fires, vast destruction has befallen 
forests of these trees, especially west of the Colorado. 

Algum, Tree of Scripture. {See Sandal-wood.) 

Alkanet {Anchusa tinctoria), a strong-growing perennial of 
the Borage family (Boraginaceae), with pretty blue flowers, native 
of the South of Europe, and cultivated in many parts for its roots, 
which are imported from France and Germany. They yield a 
red dye, and other colours are obtained by different mordants. 
The red colour of the roots is readily extracted by alcohoL 

All-heaL {See Valerian.) 

Alligator Apple, a name in the West Indies for the fruit of 
Anona palustris, a small tree of the Custard Apple family 
(Anonaceae). It is common in low lands near the sea, in many 
of the islands near the Continent, and in tropical America. Its 
fruit is not palatable to man, but alligators are extremely fond 
of it, hence its name. 
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Alligator Pear, a name in the West Indies for Persea 
gratissima, a small tree of the Laurel family (Lauraceae). 
A native of the West Indies and tropical America, attain- 
ing the height of 20 or more feet. It produces an oblong, 
pulpy fruit, about the size of a large pear. It is now com- 
mon in the Mauritius and other hot countries, where, as 
well as in the West Indies, it is much esteemed as a dessert 
fruit. 

Allmng, Tree of Scripture. (See Sandal-wood.) 

Allspice (Pimenta oJicinalis)y a small, bushy tree of the 
Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), extensively cultivated in Jamaica 
for the sake of its fruit. On the north side of the island 
Pimento walks are found on a large scale, occupying many 
acres. The fruits, which are of the size of currants, are gathered 
before they are quite ripe, and in drying become of a brownish- 
black colour ; they are then ready for the market. They par- 
take of the smell and flavour of cinnamon, clove, and nutmeg. 
They are used as a spice for flavouring food, and are also used 
as a stimulant, and an oil is obtained by distillation equal to 
oil of cloves. In J amaica the berries are highly spoken of as a 
substitute for tobacco, being odoriferous, but they require a long 
pipe to smoke them, when they afford a treat unknown in 
smoking tobacco. The berries of an allied species, P. acris, are 
also called Pimento. 

Almendor, or Almond, a name given in Brazil to Geoffroya 
superhay a tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae), having winged 
leaves ; common in Brazil and Venezuela. Its fruit is a legu- 
minous drupe about the size of a walnut, with a greenish-yellow 
downy rind and a fleshy pulp enclosing a hard, nut-like seed. 
It is boiled and used as food by the Indians, and the kernel of 
the nut is also eaten. It grows abundantly on the Island of 
San Pedro, on the Rio San Francisco, and forms the principal 
food of the natives. Humboldt, who saw it in Venezuela, 
describes it as a magnificent tree, having glossy leaves and a 
great abundance of yellow flowers ; he also says the wood is 
hard and takes a fine polish. 
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Almond Tree {Pmnus amygdalus, or Amygdalus communis), 
a low, spreading tree of the Almond family (Drupacese). It is a 
native of Western temperate Asia, and early became widely 
spread over the Mediterranean countries of Europe and Africa, 
and according to Dr. Turner’s Lists of Herbs, it appears to have 
been cultivated in this country in the middle of the sixteenth 
century. It is one of our earliest spring flowering trees, stnd its 
numerous pink flowers opening before the leaves make it 
highly ornamental in shrubberies ; its fruit sets and attains its 
proper size, but our summers are not warm enough to bring it 
to perfection. Although there is only one species, nevertheless 
there are two kinds, one producing sweet almonds, the other 
bitter. The sweet almond is greatly used for dessert and con- 
fectionery, the part eaten being the two seed lobes (the kernel), 
which is nutty and sweet. An oil is obtained from both the bitter 
and sweet kinds ; the bitter is one of the most virulent poisons 
known, its principle being Prussic Acid. A preparation termed 
Essence of Almonds is prepared from it, which is used in per- 
fumery and confectionery, but great caution is necessary in its 
use. Almonds form an extensive article of commerce, large 
quantities coming from Spain, chiefly from Valencia. The best 
Jordan almonds, so called, come from Malaga, none now come, 
as formerly, from the valley of the Jordan ; the bitter almonds 
come principally from Mogador in Morocco. The Almond Tree 
in its natural state seldom exceeds 15 feet in height, but when 
grafted on the plum it attains the height of 20 to 30 feet, with 
a trunk 8 to 10 inches in diameter, and in the South of France 
it is still higher. The wood is hard, of a reddish colour, and 
used for veneering. 

Almond Tree, AiHcan {Brahejum $tellatmn\ a shrub of the 
Protea family (Proteacese), native of South Africa; it attains 
the height of 4 to 6 feet. The leaves are oblong-lanceolate, 
about 4 inches in length, slightly serrate, and produced in 
whorls. The fruit is a hard follicle, containing a single kernel, 
like an almond, which is roasted by the natives, and tastes like 
an almond or chestnut. 
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Abnond Tree, Java {Canarium commune), a large tree of 
the Myrrh family (Burseracese), native of India, Malay, and 
other islands of the Malay Archipelago, in many of which it is 
cultivated for the sake of its fruit, which is a three-sided drupe 
containing generally only one perfect seed, which tastes like an 
almond. They yield an oiL {See Elemi.) 

Aloe, a genus of succulent plants of the family Liliaceae, 
numbering about 150 species, chiefly natives of the Cape of 
Good Hope and the African Islands. They vary considerably 
in habit and size, which has led modem botanists to arrange 
them under separate genera; true Aloes, including the tall 
species, attaining the height of 6 to 10 feet, of which A. 
africana is the t 3 rpe. Gasteria contains a number of short- 
stemmed or stemless species, with thick, short leaves, of which 
the well-known Partridge-breast Aloe {A. variegata) is an ex- 
ample. Haworthia contains smaller species, generally stemless, 
a few with smooth entire, but the greater number with spiny- 
maigined leaves. The purgative drug called Bitter Aloes is 
the hardened juice which runs spontaneously from the leaves 
when wounded of A. vulgaris and others; but the best is 
obtained from A, suecotrvm, which abounds in, and gives a 
character to, the small island of Socotra at the mouth of the 
Red Sea. Aloes have long been favourites with amateur 
cultivators. The Kew collection a few years ago consisted of 
between 90 and 100 species. 

Aloe, American {Agave americana), a large succulent-leaved 
plant of the Narcissus family (Amaryllidacese). A native of 
Mexico and Central America, naturalised in Southern Europe, 
many parts of Africa, Western Asia, Southern India, and other 
parts. It is well known in the gardens of this country, and is 
said to have been introduced about the middle of the sixteenth 
century. The variety with golden-striped foliage is the greatest 
favourite. This plant has long enjoyed the reputation of pro- 
ducing its flowers but once in a hundred years, and that when 
it did so it made a report like a gun. The truth is, that a plant 
may be forty or fifty years of age before it does flower, and 
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formerly, there being but few plants in the country, the report 
of its being in bloom spread rapidly ; this accounts for the 
latter part of the rather fanciful tale. The flower-stem grows 
at a rapid rate, often 6 inches per diem, attaining the height 
of 20 to 30 feet, bearing numerous flowers. The plant, after 
flowering, dies, but previous to this it throws up numerous 
suckers, by which the species is propagated. In Mexico it 
forms impenetrable fences, and is moreover of great importance 
to the inhabitants, affording their national drink, “ Pulque,” 
which is obtained by cutting out the young flower-bud, when 
the cavity becomes filled with liquor, which is collected daily. 
It contains a large quantity of sugar, and after fermentation 
an intoxicating spirit is made from it. The odour of the beverage 
is disagreeable to Europeans, but the repugnance once overcome, 
it is relished. 

There are many species of this genus yielding fibre, such as 
A.fcetida and vivipara, the latter having a stem 2 to 4 feet high. 
They are common throughout Venezuela, New Grenada, and 
other parts of tropical America, being known by the name 
Maguey. Their thick, fleshy leaves contain a large quantity 
of strong fibre, the cleaning and preparation of which forms a 
native occupation, and the fibre an important article of trade. 
It is known as Pita thread, and is useful for making ropes, 
mats, and for many articles of domestic use. The flower-stems 
become dry and hard, and, containing sand, they make good 
razor-strops, as do also those of A, americana. Allied to this is 
the genus Fourcroya^ of which there are several species, all 
natives of the same country as Agaves, their leaves yielding 
fibre. The most remarkable is Fourcroya longeava, a native of 
Mexico. Its stem rises 20 to 30 feet high, or more according to 
age, and is 12 inches in diameter, with erect arms or branches 
near the top, each terminated by a crown of lanceolate glaucous 
leaves. The flower-stem rises from the centre of the crowns 20 
to 30 feet high, bearing numerous pale flowers. It forms a 
peculiar feature in the landscape. Some years ago two plants 
of F, vivipara formed conspicuous objects in the conservatory at 
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Kew, both producing flower-stems at the same time, which grew 
to the height of 36 feet, bearing numerous viviparous buds. 

Althea Frutez, an old garden name for Hibiscus syriacus, 
better known by the name of Sjrrian Eose, belonging to the 
Mallow family (Malvaceae), native of Syria ; a stiff, branched, 
deciduous shrub, leaves trirlobed, flowers strong, red, purple, 
yellow, and white. Introduced at the end of the sixteenth 
century. It is one of the very few shrubby species of the 
family hardy in this country. 

Alum -root, a name in North America for Hmckcra ameri- 
cana, a herb of the Saxifrage family (Saxifragaceae). It is 
astringent, and said to possess medicinal properties. 

Amadou. {See German Tinder.) 

Amanita {Amanita muscaria)^ formerly Agaricus muscarvas, 
a fungus of the Mushroom family (Fungi), native of this country, 
Europe, and Northern Asia. Its pileus is bright red, the size of 
a large mushroom, studded with white or yellowish warts ; it is 
highly poisonous. In Siberia and Kamschatka, where it is 
common, it is collected, strung on strings, and dried ; it is then 
said to lose its poisonous properties, and is used as an article of 
food. Its most important use in these countries is for its 
intoxicating properties. The usual mode of taking the fungus 
is to roll it up in a ball and swallow it without chewing ; the 
desired effect comes on two hours after taking it. Pleasing 
emotions are first produced, involuntary words and actions 
follow, and sometimes an entire loss of consciousness. Wlien 
not taken in overdose it proves highly stimulant to muscular 
exertion. Its effects on the nervous system are often ludicrous ; 
the patient, for example, taking a long spring to jump over a 
straw as though it were a log of wood. In this country the 
Amanita, steeped in syrup, is used for the destruction of house 
flies. 

Amaryllis, the botanical and familiar English name of an 
extensive, pretty-flowering genus of bulbous herbs of the Nar- 
cissus family (Amaryllidaceae), chiefly natives of Brazil, largely 
cultivated in this country. The well-known Belladonna Lily 
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{Amaryllis lelladonna) and Guernsey Lily {A, Samiensis) are 
natives of the Cape of Good Hope, naturalised in Guernsey, 
trom whence their bulbs are yearly imported to this country. 

Amber. {See Gum Copal.) 

Amber Tree, the common South African name for Antho- 
spermum cethiopicumy a shrub or small tree of the Cinchona 
family (Eubiaceae) ; it has linear smooth leaves and small 
flowers ; the male and female on different plants. It is an old 
inhabitant of greenhouses in this country, but possesses no 
special interest. 

Ammoniacum, a gum-resin produced by Dorema ammonia- 
cumy a perennial of the Carrot family (Umbelliferae). It is a 
native of Persia and Western India. It attains the height of 
6 to 7 feet, and has large compound leaves. The stem, when 
punctured artificially, or naturally by insects, yields a milky 
juice, which hardens and becomes Gum Ammoniacum. It is an 
opaque, cream-coloured gum, used in medicine as a stimulant. 

Anacahuite-wood. — Under this name, about the year 1860, 
a kind of wood was imported from Tampico, in Mexico ; it was 
said to be a specific for consumption, and was much sought 
after, especially by the Germans ; and although 10,000 lbs. 
of the wood have been imported into Bremen and Hamburg, 
and sold at a high rate, it nevertheless at that time fell far- 
short of the demand. Its healing properties are, however, not 
well authenticated. It is said to be the wood of Cordia Boisseriy 
a tree of the Sebesten family (Cordiaceae), native of Mexico. 

Anchovy Pear {Grias cauliflora)y a slender, tall, unbranched 
tree of the Barringtonia section of the Myrtle family (Myrtacese), 
attaining the height of 40 to 50 feet, terminated by a crown of 
smooth elliptical leaves, 2 to 3 feet in length. Its large 
white flowers are produced on the stem below the leaves, and 
are succeeded by a large fleshy fruit, of an elliptical ovate form, 
which in flavour much resembles the mango ; while unripe it is 
made into a pickle. It is a native of the West Indies, and 
abundant in Jamaica. In the Palm-house at Kew a plant 26 
feet high produced pendulous leaves 4 feet in length by 1 foot 
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in breadth, and probably it is the largest -leaved exogenous 
tree known. 

Andromeda^ a botanical and familiar name of an extensive 
genus of shrubs and small trees of the Heath family (Ericaceae), 
natives of Northern Asia, America, and Europe. Many have 
been introduced into this country, the North American species 
being hardy, and forming ornamental evergreen shrubs. A, 
arborea has elliptical acute leaves that are bitter, hence it is 
known by the name of Sorrel Tree. A.polifolia is the only 
British species, being found in some of the mountainous districts 
of Scotland ; it is a neat-growing plant, about a foot in height, 
reputed to be poisonous to sheep. In Nepal, Sikkim, and other 
parts of Western Himalaya, A. ovalifolia is highly poisonous to 
goats and sheep, and when employed as fuel the smoke causes 
the eyes and face to inflame. 

Anemone, the name of a genus of perennial herbs of the 
Buttercup family (Eanunculacese), of which there are a consider- 
able number of species, widely dispersed throughout the tem- 
perate regions of the northern hemisphere, of which three are 
natives of Britain — namely, the White-flowered Wood Anemone 
{A. Tiemorosa) ; the Blue -flowered (A. apennina) ; and A. 
pulsatilla, known as the Basque Flower. A. coronaria, native 
of South Europe, has large, coloured flowers, of which there are 
many double varieties, and is a favourite with florists. 

Angelica {Angelica Archangelica), a biennial herb of the 
Carrot family (UmbeUiferse). It has parsnip -like leaves, and 
grows to the height of 3 to 4 feet. It is a native of this 
country. The leaf-stalks are candied, and known as Candied 
Angelica. The roots are aromatic. It is also called Archan- 
gelica officinalis, 

Angelica Tree {Aralia spinosa), a small tree of the Ivy 
family (Araliaceae), native of the Southern United States. The 
plant shoots up many straight, shrubby, unbranched stems, 
naked and prickly below, bearing a crown of large compound 
pinnate leaves, like a palm or tree-fern. It sometimes attains 
the size of a small tree, 10 to 12 feet high ; but in good soil it 
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is said to attain the height of 30 to 40 or even 60 feet, with a 
diameter of 3 to 12 inches. The bark when bruised emits an 
aroma like Angelica. It is used medically as an emetic and 
purgative, and is a reputed remedy for the bite of the rattlesnake, 

Angustura Bark {Galipea cusparia)^ a tall, trifoliate-leaved 
tree of the Eue family (Eutaceae), native of North Brazil and 
Venezuela. The bark is febrifugal, and said to be equal to qui- 
nine. The extract of the bark forms the basis of the bitters so 
highly esteemed in the United States. As an aromatic bitter 
it stimulates the appetite, and is a remedy in diarrhoea. Poison- 
ous effects have been the result of the use of some of the 
Angustura bark of commerce, which had been derived from 
spurious trees, strychnos nux vomica being one. {See Nux 
Vomica.) 

Anise-seed {Pimpinella anisum), an annual of the Carrot 
family (Umbelliferse), native of the South of Europe, where it is 
cultivated, as well as in this country, for the seeds (fruits) which 
are used in confectionery, and a well-known cordial called 
Aniseed is made from them. 

Anise, Star, a name given to the fruit of Ulicium anisatu7n, 
an evergreen, smooth-leaved shrub of the Magnolia family 
(Magnoliaceje), native of China, attaining the height of 8 or 10 
feet. It derives its name from the carpels of the fruit being 
united in a circle, representing a star about an inch in diameter. 
It is highly aromatic, and is in great repute in China and other 
countries of the East, where it is used as a condiment, and is 
imported to Europe for flavouring spirits, as well as for medi- 
cinal purposes. It is said by the native doctors to be stomachic 
and carminative. Its pungent and aromatic flavour and odour is 
due to the presence of a volatile oil, which is obtained from it 
by distillation, and is similar to that of common Anise-seed 
oil. L religiosum, a pretty, smooth-leaved evergreen shrub or 
small tree, native of Japan ; is held sacred by the Japanese, 
who form wreaths of the flowers with which to decorate the 
tombs of their deceased friends; the fragrant bark is also 
used as incense before their deities. Powdered, it is burned in 
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tubes, graduated to mark the time. Its fruit is considered 
poisonous. L fioridanum, an evergreen shrub allied to the 
preceding, is a native of Florida, and other Southern States ; it 
possesses also aromatic properties, but the leaves are said to be 
poisonous, and on that account it is named Poison Bay. 

Antidote Cocoon, a name in Jamaica for FeuUlcva cordifolia, 
a climber of the Gourd family (Cucurbitaceae). It is a native 
of Jamaica, and ascends to the top of the highest trees ; its stem 
is permanent, and clings to the trees by tendrils. It has palmate 
leaves ; the fruit is globular, 4 or 5 inches in diameter, and con- 
tains flattened round seeds, about 2 inches across, which are used 
for the cure of snake-bites. An oil is also expressed from them, 
but more abundantly from an allied species, native of Peru. 

Apple {Pyriis Malus), a tree the type of the Apple family 
(Pomaceae). It is recorded to grow wild in Western Upper 
India, the regions of the Caucasus, Armenia, and some parts of 
Europe, and as carbonised apples have been found in the deposit 
remains of the prehistoric lake -cities of Switzerland, it is 
evident that they were then used as food ; it is presumed that 
they were the fruit of the wild apple tree that we term Crabs. 
Greek and Homan history tells us that the apple tree was early 
known in these countries, and that it was introduced into Kome 
in the time of Appius Claudius (449 n.c.) According to Pliny 
the younger, who flourished during the end of the first and the 
beginning of the second centuries, it was grown in orchards ; he 
speaks of twenty-two distinct kinds under the names of 
Claudians, Pompeians, etc. We learn further that the art of 
grafting was then practised, as he mentions crabs as small and 
sour ; it shows that good apples were then cultivated at Rome, 
the sorts being known by the general name of '^Pomum Malum^ 
It is supposed that apple trees were early introduced into 
Britain by the Romans, but it is not very clear how and when 
the fruit received the name of Apple. Dr. Prior, in his Deriva- 
tion of Names of British Plants, considers Apple to be an Anglo- 
Saxon word, and to have come from the Norse (old Danish) 
Appel, supposed to have been derived from a more ancient 
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name, Apalis. Another authority considers it to be derived from 
the Celtic word Ahhal, which means a round body or baU. In 
early periods of English history there appear to have been 
different kinds of apples, each known by special names ; one of 
the earliest recorded is the sort called " Pearmain.” In the reign 
of King John (1199) Eobert de Evemere held his estate by the 
annual payment of 200 pearmains and 4 hogsheads of wine made 
of pearmains. Another sort called “ Costard ” was extensively 
cultivated in the reign of Edward I. (1272), and being sold in the 
streets of London, it is supposed that the origin of the word coster- 
monger is a corruption of the word custard or costard. During 
the last hundred years many fine varieties have been obtained, 
and are now largely cultivated throughout all temperate coun- 
tries, in both northern and southern hemispheres. 

In the lioyal Horticultm-al Society’s catalogue, published a 
few years ago, 1500 sorts are recorded ; but it is only a small 
portion of that number that are found worthy of cultivation. 
Although apples are abundantly produced in this countrj% 
nevertheless, the supply falls far short of the demand, and they 
are brought to us in large quantities from the Continent, the 
United States and Canada, fine apples coming from Nova 
Scotia, and shipments yearly take place from the United States 
to India and other warm countries, thus showing that the apple 
is a universal favourite. Cider is the fermented juice of the 
apple, and is largely made in the principal apple-growing 
counties of England. Besides that just described, the term 
Apple is applied to the fruit of between twenty and thirty 
different kinds of plants — as, for example, Adam’s Apple, 
Custard Apple, Mammee Apple, May Apple, Love Apple, Thorn 
Apple, etc., all of which will be foimd noticed under their 
respective names. 

Apple of Scripture. — It appears that in the time of 
Solomon a tree grew in Palestine that produced fruit of a 
golden colour, sweet-scented and delicious to the taste, the 
Hebrew name of which was Tappuachy in the Greek transla- 
tion of the Bible rendered melony the Greek name of the fmit 
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we call apple or other globose fruit ; but as our apple tree is not 
a native of Palestine, and therefore unknown in the time of 
Solomon, and evidently unknown to the translators; they 
nevertheless appear to have considered it to be the melon, in 
Latin rendered ma/wm, and stands as such in the Vulgate Bible, 
which the English translator have rendered apple^ the fruit of 
Pyrvs which, as already stated, is not a native of Palestine. 

The question therefore arises, What was the tree that produced 
the golden, sweet-scented, and delicious fruit spoken of in 
Proverbs and the Song of Solomon ? Canon Tristram considers 
it to liave been the Apricot (which see). 

Apricot {Prunus Ai'meniaca)^ a bushy tree of the Almond 
family (Drupaceae), a native of Armenia. It early became 
domesticated in the countries of the Mediterranean; and, 
according to Turner's List of Ifcrbs, it was cultivated in this 
country in the middle of the sixteenth century. It is more 
hardy than the peach, and in the neighbourhood of London the 
fruits come to perfection on standard trees ; but the crop is pre- 
carious on account of its early flowering. In Syria, Apricots art? 
dried in large quantities and exported to Egypt, under the name 
of Mishmush. Tliey are also pressed together, and rolled out 
into thin sheets 2 or 3 feet long, and are called “ Moon of the 
Faithful,” the appearance of which a traveller likens to a black- 
smith’s apron. Both the preparations form a considerable article 
of food, and are very palatable when stewed. The Apricot is 
abundantly wild in the hilly country of Palestine. Canon 
Tristram considers the fruit of the Apricot to be the apples 
of the English Bible. (See Apple Tree.) In support of this 
view he says — “The apricot is most abundant in the Holy 
Land ; everywhere it is common in highlands and low- 
lands alike, by the shores of the Mediterranean and on the 
banks of the Jordan, in the nooks of Judea, under the heights 
of Lebanon, in the recesses of Galilee, and in the glades of 
Gilead, the Apricot flourishes and yields a crop of prodigious 
abundance; its branches ladened with its golden fruit may well 
be compared to * apples of gold,’ and its pale leaves to ‘ pictures 
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of silver/ ‘ Many times have we pitched our tents in its shade 
thus verifying the words, ‘ I sat down under his shadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.*” Upon this 
evidence he considers the Apricot tree to meet all the require- 
ments of the context, and that it is the only tree in Palestine 
that does so. 

Arar, a name in Morocco for Calliiris quadrivalvis, {See 
Sandarach.) 

Araucaria, a genus of trees of the Pine family (Coniferse), 
so called from the Araucarians, a race of people living in the 
Andean regions of Chili, where the genus is represented by 
Araucaria inibricata, a tree attaining the height of 100 or more 
feet. This remarkable plant was first introduced into this 
country in 1794, living plants having been brought home by 
Archibald Menzies, surgeon and botanist in Vancouver’s voyage 
of survey. At a dinner given by the Viceroy of Chili to the 
officers of the ship, part of the dessert consisted of some kind 
of nuts, which being strange to Menzies, he took some of them 
on board the ship and sowed them in a box of earth, where they 
vegetated, and five plants were safely brought to England. One 
of these plants is still growing at Kew, another at Windsor 
Castle, and a third at Dropmore, the latter having outgrown the 
other two, and is now a fine tree 60 feet high. Thirty years 
later a number of young plants were introduced by the Horti- 
cultural Society, and great importations followed, and thousands 
of plants were distributed by nurserymen throughout the 
country, many of them becoming fine trees ; but a great number 
in certain localities succumbed to the severity of the winters of 
1866 and 1867 ; the original Kew and Dropmore trees were 
comparatively uninjured. The following species are now known, 
all of which have been introduced, and fine specimens of them 
are in the greenhouses at Kew, being too tender to live in the 
open air. 

A. brasiliensis is a native of the Organ Mountains of 
Brazil, and has the general appearance of the above, but its 
leaves are less in size and not so closely imbricated ; and, alto- 
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gether, it is apparently a more slender tree. It was introduced 
in 1819. 

A. Bidmllii, a native of Queensland, where it forms exten- 
sive forests in the interior. Its nuts form an important 
article of food to the natives, who call the tree the Bunya 
Bunya, and who migrate to the forest at the season when the 
nuts are perfect, each tribe or family having allotted to them a 
certain number of trees, which are retained from year to year, 
and any one taking nuts from trees not their own are punished. 
It was feared that in time they would be deprived of this 
important ai'ticle of food by the settlei-s cutting down the trees. 
To prevent this, the Government have deemed it necessary to 
take the forests under their charge, and appoint an inspector. 
The leaves of these three species are rigid, rusciform, and openl}' 
imbricate. In the following the leaves are flat, awl-shaped, and 
imbricate, characteristic of spruce firs. 

A, Cunningliamiiy called Moreton Bay Tine, first observed 
by Allan Cunningham in 1826, in the country now called 
Queensland, and found abundantly on many parts of the coast 
and adjacent islands. 

A. excdsa, called Norfolk Island Pine, native of that 
island. In the early settlement trees were found 200 to 250 
feet high. It was introduced to the lioyal Gardens, Kew, in 
1793. 

A. Cookii, native of the Isle of Pines, New Caledonia. It 
was discovered by Captain Cook in his second voyage oi‘ 
discovery in the South Seas, and introduced to Kew in 1858. 
According to Cook’s account this is probably the tallest species 
of the genus. 

A. Rulei, also a tall tree native of New Caledonia. Dis- 
covered by WiUiam Duncan, a gardener in the service of Mr. 
Rule of Melbourne, whose name it bears. Introduced 1860. 

Arbor Vito, the common garden name for the species of 
Thuja^ a genus of the Cupressus section of the Pine family 
(Conifer©). T. orierUalis and T. occidentalis are well known in 
this countiy as bushy shrubs, sometimes becoming tree-like, 20 
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to 30 feet high. T. orientalis is a native of China. In some parts 
of Central Asia it attains a circumference of 15 feet and a height 
of 3l) feet; introduced in 1752. T. occidentalis is a native 
of North America, recorded to have been introduced about the 
end of the sixteenth century. Thuja as a genus originally con- 
sisted of other species besides those mentioned, which are now, 
however, separated under different genera. Of these may be 
mentioned Thuja artimlata of North Africa, now Callitris 
(juadrivalviSy Thuja tetragona and T. chilensiSy natives of Chili, 
and T. Donianay native of New Zealand — all large trees, which 
are now placed in the genus Libocedms. {See Sandarach.) 

Arbutus, the name of a genus of trees and shrubs of the 
Heath family (Ericaceae), the greater number of the species are 
natives of America and widely dispersed, extending from Cali- 
fornia through Mexico to Chili, and represented in the eastern 
hemisphere by A. Unedo and A. artdrachu. The first is common 
in the Canary Islands and Madeira, and is now naturalised in the 
South of Ireland ; it forms an ornamental shrub in the gardens 
of this country, well known by the name of Strawberry Tree, 
its pretty bell -shaped flowers being succeeded by red fruits 
resembling strawberries, but unpalatable, as indicated by the 
specific name of ** unedo,” which means eat one, indicating that 
one is sufficient for a man. A, andrachney a native of the 
Levant, is similar to the preceding in habit but has broader 
leaves. During a series of mild winters they form small trees, 
but in severe weather, such as occurred in 1838, all "were killed 
to the ground, but on again breaking forth they became bushy 
shrubs. A, proceray a native of California, is hardy, and forms 
a very ornamental small tree. As originally characterised by 
Linnceus, Arbutus contained two species, native of this country, 
namely A. alpina and A. Uva-ursi ; they differ from the preced- 
ing, being small -leaved procumbent plants, not exceeding a 
few inches in height, which, with a slight technical difference 
in the character of their flowers, has led modem botanists to sepa- 
rate them as a distinct genus, under the name of Arctostaphylos. 
They are natives of the mountains of Scotland. Arbutus 
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alpina has black berries, and A. Uva-urd red, and is known by 
the name of Bearberry. 

Areca Palm. {See Betel Nut.) 

Argan Tree {Argania. dd^roxyl<m)y a low spreading bush or 
small tree of the Star Apple family (Sapotaceae), having small 
leaves. It is a native of Morocco and western parts of North 
Africa, The fruit is usually about the size of a small plum, 
but varies verj^^ much both in size and shape ; it is so abundant 
that it is collected and used for feeding cattle, the skin and 
pulp being much relished ; but in chewing the cud they eject 
the hard kernels, which are collected and crushed, wdien an oil 
is obtained from them. Introduced to this country about 170 
years ago, but is not sufficiently hardy to stand in the open air ; 
a plant growing against the wall at Kew was destroyed by tlie 
cold of January 1 838, 

Argel, or Arghel, an Arabian name for Solcnostevwia Argcly 
a perennial herb of the Swallowwort family (AsclepiadacesB), 
native of Arabia and Egj'pt, where its leaves are said to be used 
for adulterating senna. 

Amatto {Bixa Orellana), a small tree with heart-shaped 
leaves of the Indian Plum family (Bixaceae), originally a native 
of South America, but now dispersed throughout tropical regions 
generally. The fruit is a dry prickly husk, about an inch in 
length, consisting of two valves ; when ripe of a brown colour ; 
the seeds are numerous, covered with orange -coloured pulp, 
which hardens when dry, and being separated from the seeds 
forms the Amatto of commerce. The Indians of Guiana and 
other parts of tropical America paint their bodies with it. In 
this country it is used by silk-dyers and vamish-makers, also 
for colouring cheese, cream, and chocolate. 

Arracacha. {See Carrot.) 

Arrack. {See Wine Palm.) 

Arrowhead, a common name for {Sagittaria sagitifolia) a 
perennial aquatic herb of the Water Plantain family (Alismaceap), 
native of Britain, common on the undisturbed banks of the 
Thames near London. It has a fleshy conn varying in size, 
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some as large as a small hen’s egg, from the apex of which rise 
several arrow-shaped leaves, 6 to 8 inches long. It is common 
in rivers throughout the northern hemisphere; in North-West 
America it forms an article of food to the native population, and 
in China it is even cultivated as a food plant. In its raw state it 
contains a bitter milky juice, which is expelled by boiling. 

Arrowroot {Maranta arundinacea), a herb of the family 
Marantacese ; it is extensively cultivated in the West Indies 
and tropical America. It is a reed-like plant, and the farina- 
ceous substance known as Arrowroot is obtained from its fleshy 
rliizomes by maceration, washing, and drying. There are several 
varieties, one with dark-coloured stems and leaves is cultivated 
in Trinidad. In the East Indies Arrowroot is obtained from a 
variety of the same plant which has been described as a distinct 
species under the name of M. indica. The name Arrowroot is 
said to be derived from the circumstance of the Indians apply- 
ing the roots to wounds received from poisoned arrows. 

Artichoke {Cynara Scolymm), a strong-growing hard peren- 
nial of the Composite family (Compositie), ha\dng laige gashed 
leaves 2 or 3 feet long, of a grayish colour, from which rises a 
stout flower-stem, 3 or 4 feet high, the flower-heads composed 
of numerous thick imbricated scales, the lower part being thick 
and fleshy, and called artichoke bottoms, which is the part eaten 
as a vegetable. It is a native of the countries bordering the 
Mediterranean, and has been known in tliis country for at least 
300 years, and is in general cultivation. 

Asa dulds, a celebrated drug known to the ancients, and 
supposed to have been furnished by Thapsia garganica, a plant 
of the Carrot family (Umbellifene), native of Southern Europe 
and Algeria. 

Asafoetida^ a gum -resin obtained from Narthex amfosliday 
formerly Ferula asafcetiday a perennial plant of the Carrot family 
(Umbelliferse), attaining the height of 6 to 7 feet, furnished with 
fennel-like leaves. It is a native of Persia, Afghanistan, and the 
region of the Oxus. It has a strong thick fleshy root which 
when cut yields a milky juice, and upon hardening becomes the 
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stinking drug called Asafoetida. Although strongly disagree- 
able to the smell and taste, it was nevertheless held in high 
repute both in ancient and in modern times by the Persians, 
and other nations of Western Asia, for seasoning curries and 
other food. It was formerly highly valued for its medicinal 
properties, and considered worth its weight in silver. Thougli 
still occasionally prescribed in this country in medicine, its use 
is rapidly dying out. 

Asarabacca {Asamm europmim)y a perennial herb of the 
Birthwort family (Aristolochiaceae), native of this country. It is 
a low herbaceous plant with creeping stems, producing numer- 
ous kidney-shaped leaves about 6 inches high, growing compactly 
together ; the flowers are produced on short stalks hid amongst 
the leaves, and of a brown colour. It was once hcdd in 
medicinal repute by herbalists, but is not now much used. 

Ash, Chinese {F, cAincrms), a small tree, native of China; it 
is remarkable from an insect, a species of CoccuSy living on it, and 
being so abundant on the branches as to give them the appear- 
ance of being covered with flakes of snow. The insect i>cr- 
forates the bark and imbibes the juice of the tree, its body as 
well as the branch of the tree becoming a waxy mass, which is 
scraped off, and after boiling forms a wax like beeswax or 
spermaceti. It has been imported to this country, but is too 
expensive for common use. 

Ash, Common {Fraxinus eax€l$ior)y a wing-leaved tree of the 
Olive family (Oleacese). This noble and valuable timber tree is 
native throughout Europe, some parts of Western Asia, and 
North Africa. It lives to a great age, and is extensively planted 
in this country for its wood, which, on account of its hardness 
and toughness, is used for all purposes where tenacity is re- 
quired, such as garden and agricultural implements, also when 
young for making hoops. 

Ash, Manna {Fraxinus Omus^ by some botanists ranked as a 
distinct genus under the name of Omus europmusy a much- 
branched tree, native of the South of Europe and Palestine. It 
attains the height of 25 or 30 feet, and produces spikes of pretty 
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white flowers, the narrow petals and stamens giving it a fringe- 
like appearance. It yields the substance called Manna, which 
is obtained by making incisions in the bark, when the juice 
exudes and hardens. 

The tree is cultivated in the South of Italy and Sicily from 
whence manna is imported, and is used as a mild purgative. In 
this country it forms an ornamental tree, and is well known 
as the Flowering Ash. 

Ash, Mountain {Pyrus Aumparia), a small tree of the Apple 
family (Pomaceae), native of this country ; it attains the height of 
20 to 30 feet, having erect branches and winged leaves. It is 
liighly ornamental in autumn and winter with its beautiful red 
berries, which are rough to the taste and not very palatable, but 
afford abundance of food to the feathered tribe. In Scotland it 
is called the Rowan Tree, and was formerly believed to ward off 
witchcraft, a common saying being “ Rowan tree and red thread 
put the witches to their speed.'* 

Asparagus {Aqyaragus officinalis), a perennial herb of the 
Lily family (Liliaceae), a native of the sea-coast in the southern 
counties of England. It also occupies large tracts of country in 
Poland and Russia, and other parts of Europe. It is said to 
have been cultivated by the Romans before the Christian era. 
It is extensively grown as a spring vegetable in the vicinity of 
London and Paris. There are several species from South Africa 
and India, having climbing or trailing stems, often spinose. 

Asparagus, Bath or French (jyrnitlwgalum pytenaicuni), a 
bulbous plant of the Lily family (Liliace^e), native of this coun- 
try, abounding in some parts of the southern counties, especially 
about Bath, where the young flower-stalks are collected, and 
eaten as a vegetable under the above names. 

Aspen {Populus tremula), a tree of the Willow family 
(Salicaceaj). The trembling poplar is a native of Britain, and is 
a fast-growing tree, remarkable from the tremulous twirling of 
its leaves. {Sec Poplar.) 

Asphodel {Asphodelus mimsfUts), a csespitose perennial of the 
Lily family (Liliaceaj), with broad grass-like leaves, and flower- 
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stems 3 to 4 feet high, bearing white flowers, known as the Silver 
Kod. It is found in great abundance in the vicinity of 
Palmyra in Syria, where its roots are extensively collected, and 
form an article of trade to Damascus and other places in 
Palestine. They are ground into meal, and made into paste 
used in bookbinding, shoemaking, and such like. 

Asphodel, Lancashire {Narthedum ossifragum)^ a pretty 
yellow-flowered perennial herb of the Lily family (Liliaceic)* 
abundant in boggy places in this country. It is said to be 
injurious to the bones of sheep, hence the name ossifragiim, 
which means “ bone-breaking.” 

Assai, in Para the name of a drink made from the berries of 
Euitrpe edulis, a slender, smoothed-stemmed, wing-leaved palm 
(Palnue), attaining the height of about 30 feet, a native of Brazil, 
especially of the lower countries of the Amazon, Orinoco, and 
other rivers. Its fruit is about the size of a sloe, of a bluish 
colour, a great number being produced in a bunch. They con- 
tain a small quantity of pulpy matter between the skin and the 
nut, which is removed by rubbing in water ; it is then stmined 
off, and sugar and cassava flour are added to the liquor, which 
forms an important article of food to the people of Para, and is 
hawked in the streets. 

Atropine. {See Nightshade.) 

Ancuba, the Japanese name for the well-known garden 
shrub called botanically Aucuha japonica, belonging to the 
Dogwood family (Comacea?). It is a native of Japan, is dioecious, 
and the female plant was introduced to this country in 1783. 
In 1862 the male plant was introduced by Mr. Fortune, and 
before long the female plants were seen in most gardens covered 
with beautiful red berries, which adds greatly to its previous 
ornamental character. 

Auricula {Primula Auricula ). — This word is derived from the 
supposed resemblance of the leaves to the ears of the bear, hence 
the English name Bear s Ear for this favourite plant, the 
typical form being known by the name of Yellow Auricula, an 
evergreen herbaceous plant of the Primrose family (Primulaceae), 
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a native of Switzerland, recorded to have been introduced to 
this country three hundred years ago. It early became a 
florist’s flower, and, many varieties being raised, led to the 
establishment of Auricula societies, and the awarding of prizes 
for new and fine sorts, which are still continued. 

Ava. {See Kava.) 

Avellano — nut, common. {See Hazel and Filbert Nuts.) 

Avellano, Chilian, tlie name of Guevina avellana, by some 
called Quadria heierophylla, a tree of the Protea family (Pro- 
teace®), native of Chili ; it has large winged leaves of a rusty 
colour ; the fruit is a conical nut, the kernel of which is eaten. 

Avignon Berries. {See Yellow Berries.) 

Azalea, a botanical (now familiar) name for a beautiful 
genus of shrubs of the Heath family (Ericaceae). They are 
natives of China, Armenia, and North America. The flowers 
are showy, of various colours, and similar in form to many 
rhododendrons, but differing from that genus in having only 
five stamens, rhododendrons having ten. 

A, pontica, the common Yellow Azalea, is a native of 
Aimenia, introduced about the end of the last century ; it is a 
well-known, highly-ornamental garden shrub. Its flowers are 
fragrant, but the honey made from them is poisonous, and is 
believed to have been the cause of the illness and death of the 
Greek soldiers, who (Xenophon says), after eating it, fell stupe- 
fied in all dii-cctions, producing the appearance of a battlefield 
covered with dead bodies. The white and red flowered Azaleas 
{A, iyidica), native of China, are not sufficiently hardy to stand 
in the open air in this country, but by cultivation fine varieties 
have been obtained, which are highly ornamental plants in the 
greenhouse. The original type of the genus Azalea is A. jnv- 
cumbens, a low compact trailing evergreen shrub, with smaU, 
ovate, oblong leaves, and rose-coloured flowers, the whole habit 
of the plant being entirely different from the above species; 
and, although differing but little in the technical character of 
the flower of Azalea, botanists haye nevertheless separated it as 
a distinct genus under the name of Loiseleuria procumhms; it is 
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native of the northern parts of Asia, America, and Europe, and 
in Scotland it is found in mountain moors. 

Babool, a name in India for Acacia arabica, (See Acacia.) 

Bacaba {^iwcarpm Bacaha), a wing-leaved palm having a 
smooth stem, attaining the height of 40 to 50 feet, producing 
its leaves in two distinct opposite rows, which is consequent on 
the upper part of the stem being flattened. It grows in abun- 
dance about Santarem in the region of the Amazon. Its fruit 
is a berry produced in bunches weigliing 30 or 40 lbs., and is 
much prized by the natives, who make a pleasant drink by 
rubbing the pulp off into water, which lias a milky appearance, 
and an agreeable nutty flavour similar to the Assai drink made 
of the berries of the Euterpe edulis at Pam. 

Bael or Bhel Fruit, a name in India for the fruit of jEglc 
Marmdos, a small tree of the Orange family (Aurantiaceje), 
native of Coromandel, and other parts of India, producing a 
fruit about the size of an orange, having a hard shell contain- 
ing ten to fifteen cells, filled with tenacious transparent gluten, 
which is delicious and fragrant ; it is used as an aperient, and in 
other ways medicinally, and is much esteemed. The dried 
fruit is used in tliis country as an astringent. 

Balata. {See Gutta-percha.) 

Balm. — This word first appears in the book of Genesis as the 
name of one of the substances carried by the Ishmeelites from 
Gilead into Egypt, and as it is mentioned with “ spicery ” and 
** myrrh,” leads us to believe that it was the jiroduce of some 
plant growing in the rocky country of Gilead. Bible com- 
mentators are not agreed as to what plant it was that produced 
this balm, but by most it is considered to have been the sap of 
the Lentisk tree, Pidacia Lentiscus, a small tree of the Terebinth 
family (Anacardiaceie), not exceeding 15 to 20 feet in height, and 
about a foot in diameter, with winged smooth leaves of a pale 
colour, and inconspicuous flowers. It is a native of Western 
Asia, and abounds throughout Palestine, especially in the rocky 
country of Gilead. It has become naturalised in the Greek 
islands and on the coasts of the Mediterranean; its sap is 
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aromatic, and is largely collected, and forms the Mastic of 
commerce. Balm is also supposed by some to be the oil 
obtained from the fruit of Balanites ccgyptiaca {see Zukkum). 
The gum-resin of modern commerce, called Balm of Gilead, is 
now known to be the produce of Balsamodendrum opdbalsamum^ 
a small branched tree of the Myrrh family (Burseraceae), found 
on both sides of the Red Sea, south of 22® north latitude. It is 
recorded from several places on the Nubian coast and in 
Abyssinia, both from the coast and inland hills, and also from 
Somali-land. From the Asiatic side the plant has been found 
at Ghizan on the Red Sea, in Arabia from the neighbourhood of 
Aden, and from the province of Yemen, little less than a thousand 
miles from Gilead, therefore it may be safely said that it could 
not have furnished the balm which the Ishmeelites were carr}"- 
ing from Gilead into Egypt. Consequently the name of Balm of 
(Jilead for this tree misleads. It is not now kno^vn in Palestine, 
and it is conjectured that the famous tree referred to in the 
sacred writings was in later times introduced to Palestine from 
Arabia by the Queen of Sheba in the time of Solomon, and, 
being highly prized, plantations of it were formed by Solomon 
near Jericho ; according to Josephus, they were in existence in 
liis time, and the Romans, on their conquest of the Jews, carried 
branches of it in triumph to Rome. As no vestige of the 
plantations or of the tree were found during the time of the 
Crusades, it would appear that they must have been neglected 
or wilfully destroyed, the country having at that time come 
under the rule of the Turks. It must be understood that the 
above-mentioned balm trees have no relation to the plants cul- 
tivated in gardens, and called Balm {Melissa officinalis), a peren- 
nial herb of the Mint family (Labiatte), native of Southern 
Europe, nor with the sweet-smelling herbaceous plant familiarly 
known as Balm of Gilead {Dracocephalum canariense), a native 
of the Canary Islands. The patent medicine called “ Solomon’s 
Balm of Gilead ” is a preparation of cardamoms with brandy. 

Balm of Gilead Fir {Picea halsamea), a tree of the Pine 
family (Coniferae), native of Canada, and other parts of North 
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America. Its leaves are silvery- wliite on the under side ; the 
cones yield a turpentine called Canada Balsam, which is used 
for mounting and preserving microscopic objects: 

Balsam. — This word first appears in Josephus’s History of 
the Jews, In speaking of presents brought by the Queen of 
Sheba to Solomon he says — “ They say also that we possess the 
root of that balsam which our country still bears by this 
woman’s gift.” Since then the word Balsam has been given to 
gummy and oleo-resiiious substances, the produce of different 
kinds of trees; in most cases it is highly odoriferous, and is 
used in perfumery, medicine, and tlie arts. 

Balsam Bog {Azm^ella [Bolax\ glchai'ia), a remarkable plant 
of the Carrot family (Umbellifene), native of the Falkland 
Islands. It is a shrub, consisting of small, short, woody bmnehes, 
gi\ing the plant the form of a ball, increasing its diameter by 
the repeated forking of the branches, varying in size according 
to age, some tufts of old plants measuring 3 to 4 feet across, and 
the same in height, hard and firm, attached to the ground by a 
tap-root; it has numerous heath-like leaves and small flowers. A 
gum-resin exudes from its branches, which is said to be used as 
medicine. There is a specimen of the jilant in the Kew Museum 
9 feet in diameter. 

Balsam, Canada. {See Balm of Gilead Fir.) 

Balsam Oopaiva. — Copaifera Lamdorjffii, ojfkinalis, Martii, 
gicianensis, and other species, hard-wooded, wing-leaved trees 
of the Bean family (Leguminosae), found in the forests of 
Northern Brazil, Guiana, Venezuela, and New Grenada. In some 
of these localities the trees attain the height of 80 feet, having 
a clear stem of 50 feet, the circumference at three feet above the 
ground being 5 or 7 feet. The liquid Balsam collects in veins 
and fissures in the interior of the tree, in some cases in such 
quantity as to swell the wood and bark, causing them to burst 
with a report ; but very little fluid seems to exude from these 
cracks. To obtain the Balsam, the copaiba collector cuts a hole 
in the tree a foot square about two feet above the ground, deeply 
into the wood ; on the axe striking a reservoir or fissure, the 
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liquid rushes out with a gurgling noise and in such quantity as 
to fill a pint vessel in one minute. Besides these veins, the 
whole wood of the tree is impregnated with the Balsam, but 
none is found in the bark. It is stated that a good tree will 
yield 12 lbs. in about three hours ; after a few hours the flow 
almost ceases. The Balsam on issuing from the tree has a 
powerful fragrance ; but on passing the houses where it is stored 
in Para an odour by no means pleasant is experienced. That 
which is collected near Para is said to be produced by a species 
called Copaifera multijugay described, however, as a very doubt- 
ful member of the genus. Large quantities come from the 
upper region of the Amazon. It is floated down in hollow trees 
like canoes, some containing as much as 2500 gallons; and 
shipped to Europe and North America. It is chiefly used in 
medicine and perfumery. 

Balsam, Garden. — This well-known garden plant is an 
annual of the Balsam family (Geraniaceai), and is called 
Impatiens halsamina. It is a native of India, and is recorded 
as having been introduced into this country before 1596. Many 
fine double varieties have been raised from seed. /. noli-me-tan-^ 
gere, called Touch-me-not, is an annual, native of this country^ 
plentiful on many parts of the banks of the Thames. It takes 
its name Touch-me-not from the circumstance of the capsule 
when ripe, on being touched, bursting elastically, and throwing 
the seeds to some distance. Of late years a number of species 
of Balsams have been introduced from Ceylon and India, and 
have very showy flowers. They are chiefly cultivated in botanic 
gardens. 

Balsams of Peru and Tolu. — The descriptions of the trees 
yielding these Balsams are so conflicting that it has been diffi- 
cult to determine whether they were produced by two or more 
species of the genus Myrospennum of the Bean family (Legumi- 
nos8B). Tliey are laige trees with pinnate leaves, the pinnae of 
which vary in size from 2 to 4 or 5 inches in length ; they are 
oblong, ovate-obtuse, or acuminate, smooth or covered wdth fine 
hairs, which differences, if not marking distinct species, may to 
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a certain extent be due to climatal influences, consequent on 
their wide geographical range, being natives of Peru and other 
parts of tropical America, particularly Guatemala, and the 
west coast of Central America. Balsam of Peru being the pro- 
duce of M, Pereim, or as it is now called Toluifem Pereirm ; 
and Balsam of Tolu M. toluiferum or Toluifcra Balsamum, 
This Balsam is a fluid generated in the bark of the tree, and is 
obtained by making V-shaped incisions in the bark, beneath 
which are fixed small gourds; when these are filled they are 
removed, the Balsam being afterwai-ds purified and put into 
larger vessels. Its consistence is thick and tenacious, and by age 
becomes hard and brittle. It is highly fragiunt. At San Salva- 
dor the tree producing Balsam of Peru is stated to attain the 
height of 50 feet, and to obtain the Balsam the trees are beaten 
on four sides with a blunt instniment, taking care to leave four 
intermediate strips of bark unbejiten, by which the tree retains 
its vitality ; the part beaten becomes loosened from the wo(k1, but 
is not broken externally ; notches are cut in tlie loosened bark, 
fire is applied to the notches, which ignites the exuding Balsam, 
and is allowed to bum for a sliort time ; cotton mgs are then 
stuffed into the wounds, and after fifteen days the balsam begins 
to flow copiously ; the rags on Ijeconiing saturate^l are thrown 
into vessels of lx)iling water, on which the Balsam floats, and as 
it collects it is skimmed off; it is tlKui of the consistency of 
turpentine, of a dark colour, and is purified by re-boiling. Like 
the preceding, it is highly aromatic, and is used in medicine and 
perfumery. 

Balaam, West Indian, a gum - resin obtained from the 
different species of Clvsia, a genus of the Gamboge family 
(Guttifene), natives of the West Indies and tropical Anjerica, 
where they are called Balsam trees. They are small, much- 
branched, soft- wooded trees, with opposite thick, soft leaves; 
they are partially epiphytal, sending down thick aerial roots 
from the stems and branches. A gum-resin is obtained from 
the stems of C. mtdtijlora and other species. It is odoriferous, 
and in Peru and other ports of South America is burnt as 
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incense in Eoman Catholic churches. C, grandijlora, a native of 
Surinam, has leathery leaves 7 inches to a foot long, and beautiful 
white flowers 5 to 6 inches in diameter. C, insignia, a native of 
Brazil, has smaller flowers than the preceding; a quantity of 
resin exudes from the disc of the flowers and stamens, which is 
mixed with the butter of the chocolate nut, and used medicinally 
by the women of Brazil as an external application to sores. 

Bamboo, a general name for a tribe of grasses termed 
Bamhxisacem, of which there are 20 genera, comprehending 170 
species. They are widely spread, chiefly in the tropics and 
sub-tropics of both hemispheres. The greater number are found 
in the continent of India and Malayan Islands, America and 
West Indian Islands, a few only in Africa, and none in Europe. 
They consist of strong-rooted perennial plants with jointed 
hollow stems, rarely solid and var 3 dng greatly in size, some being 
reed-like, others with stout cane-like stems varying from 20 to 100 
or more feet in height, terminating with branches furnished with 
grass-like leaves of various forms and sizes. A few of the small- 
growing species, such as Arundinaria japonica and A.falcata, 
are sufficiently hardy to grow in the open air in tliis country. 

Bamboo Blowpipe of the Indians of the Orinoco and 
Amazon {Arthrostylidium Schomlurgkii), a native of Guiana and 
of the head waters of the Orinoco and Amazon. It attains the 
height of 50 to 60 feet, with a diameter of IJ inches, and in 
general appearance is similar to the common Bamboo, but differs 
in the lower part of the stem, for about 15 or 16 feet, having no 
joints, and so producing a continuous, smooth, hollow tube, 
which forms the blowpipe, or what may properly be called the 
rifle of the Indians. The natives use it by simply placing a 
poisoned arrow in the tube, and with a strong puff from the 
mouth, the arrow, with unerring aim, strikes the bird or any 
other object pointed at. The bird or animal struck speedily 
dies, but the flesh is not rendered unwholesome. The pipes are 
much valued as heirlooms. They are known to the natives as 
“ Sarbicans.” 

BamboOi Ooxnmon {Bamhusa vulgaris ). — ^This is quite a cos- 
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mopolitan species, being common throughout tropical Asia and 
America. It grows to the height of 100 or more feet, the 
diameter at the base being about a foot, the upper part termi- 
nated with widespread leafy branches ; it remains perfect until 
it flowers, which is rare. When it does flower the whole of the 
extensive tract of jungle flowers at the same time, and it is 
recorded that at different times the quantity of seed produced 
prevented famine in several parts of India. After flowering the 
stems die. In 1864-66 a general flowering took place in Bengal 
and other parts of India, and the canes dying caused great 
inconvenience for want of Bamboo for building and other pur- 
poses, for, like the cocoa-nut, few plants are more useful in 
domestic economy than the Bamboo. It is not only used for 
house-building, but its hoUow stems are converted into water 
pipes and domestic utensils generally. Ornamental trinkets are 
also made of it. 

The Bamboo is of rapid growth, and attains its full height in 
a few months in the Palm-house at Kew. Two stems from the 
same root attained the height of 36 feet in seventy days. Tlie 
young stems have lately come into repute for paper-making, and 
it is now being cultivated for tliat puri)ose both in the East and 
West Indies. 

Bamboo, Male, a name in India given to Dendrocalamxis 
strictus, attaining the height of 100 feet or more. Widely dis- 
tributed throughout India. Its solid stems are used for many 
purposes, but especially for spear shafts. An allied species, D, 
gigwrUea, is growing in the Palm-house at Kew. 

Banana. {See Plantain.) 

Baneberry {Acicea sjricata), a strong -growing perennial of 
the Buttercup family (Eanunculacea3), a native of North 
America, found also in some districts of the North of England, 
but rare. Its berries are black, about the size of currant-berries, 
but poisonous. It is also known by the name of “Herb 
Christopher.” 

Banyan Tree (Ficics hengalemis), a tree of the Mulberry 
family (Moraceae). In India this is an immense spreading 
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troe, with broad, oval, firm leaves. It emits aerial roots from 
the branches, which descend like ropes, entering firmly into the 
ground, according to age thickening and becoming like pillars, 
the branches continuing to extend and cover a vast space 
of ground. A tree growing on the bank of the Nerbuddah in 
India covers an almost incredible area, of which the circum- 
ference now remaining (for much has been swept away by the 
floods of that river) is nearly 2000 feet. The overhanging 
branches which have not yet thrown down their props or sup- 
ports stretch over a much larger space. The whole is said to 
be capable of sheltering 7000 men. 

Baobab, or Monkey Bread, also called “ Sour Gourd ’’ 
{Adansonia digitata), a remarkable tree of the Silk Cotton section 
of the Mallow family (Malvaceae), native of most parts of Africa, 
from east to west. It grows to the height of about 40 feet, but its 
girth is entirely out of proportion to its height, some trees being 
30 feet in diameter, becoming contracted towards the top. An 
old Baobab is said to be more like a forest than a single tree. 
The head consists of numerous large spreading branches, densely 
furnished with foliage, the centre one rising perpendicularly to 
the height of 60 to 70 feet, the others spreading all roimd, forming 
a spherical head 100 to 150 feet in diameter, and others again 
drooping and hiding the main trunk. The wood is soft and 
spongy ; the negroes cut out chambers in the sides of the trees, 
in which they suspend the dead bodies of those not entitled to 
their religious rite of burial. With regard to the age of large 
Baobabs, Humboldt considers them and the Dragon tree of 
Orotava “ the oldest living organic monuments of our planet.” 
The traveller Adanson, who first brought them into special 
notice, saw trees with dates cut in them of the fourteenth century, 
and calculated them to be upwards of 5000 years old. In some 
trees the centres are hollowed out sufficiently to contain 20 to 30 
men, and the health of the tree remains unimpaired. The bark 
is made into ropes and cloth by the natives. It is stripped ofiT 
from different parts of the tree as high as they can reach, and it 
again forms, and the operation being repeated the upper part of 
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the tree above the stripping becomes more enlarged than the 
lower stripped part. The fruit consists of a large, oblong, 
indehiscent woody capsule 8 to 12 inches long, covered with green 
velvety down, which becomes brownish when dry ; it contains 
numerous seeds, the size of peas, embedded in pulp, which is 
slightly acid and agreeable, and forms part of the food of the 
natives. Major l^edley, in his expedition in search of Mungo 
Park, lived almost exclusively on it for twelve days. When 
dry it becomes hal’d and corky. In some districts the natives 
call the tree “ Mowana.” As an example of the slow gi’owth of 
the Baobab, one at Kew, though more than eighty years of age, 
was in 1858 only feet high, consisting of a slender erect 
stem, bearing a few leaves at the apex only, rising from a 
swollen, gouty base 6 to 7 inches in diameter. The plant repre- 
sented a miniature Baobab. 

A species allied to the preceding is a native of Nortli 
Australia. It was first noticed by Allan Cunningham in one of 
Kling’s voyages in 1818, who called it the Gouty Tree. It was 
afterwards frequently seen and specially noticed by the explorer 
Gregor}% in whose honour it has been named A. Gregor ii. The 
trees grow singly, or several together from a centre. One so 
composed measured 85 feet in circumference, and did not exceed 
25 to 30 feet high ; one main stem measured 35 feet and another 
40 feet in girth. The leaves, flowers, and fruit are produced 
from a small, ordinary-looking tree stem, growing out at the top. 
The fruit is not so large as that of the preceding, and is attached 
by a shorter foot-stalk, being about 6 inches in length and 3 to 4 in 
diameter, and covered with a velvety down. It contains a dry, 
farinaceous substance, in which the seeds are embedded. When 
ripe, the mealy part has an agreeable acidity, like cream of 
tartar; it melts in the mouth and is very refreshing. The wood 
is exceedingly soft, and full of moisture, which it readily yields 
on pressure, afibrding a grateful beverage to travellers in the 
arid places where the trees grow. It is known by the name of 
Cream of Tartar Tree. 

Barbeny (Berberis vulgaris), a deciduous simple - leaved 



BARLEY 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


39 


spiny shrub of the Barberry family (Berberidaceae), native of 
Britain and most parts of Europe, and of North America. It 
attains the height of 6 to 8 feet. Its fruit is red, of an oblong 
form, growing in bunches like currants ; it forms a pleasant acid 
preserve ; the unripe ones are pickled as a substitute for capers. 
The bark is of a yellow colour, very astringent, and used for 
dyeing and tanning leather. It is a reputed cure for jaundice. 

B. trifoliata, a native of Texas and New Mexico, has red 
fruits of a globose form, about the size of a pea. They are called 
currants by the inhabitants, and are used for making tarts. 

B. pinnata, a native of the United States, from the Missis- 
sippi to the Pacific. The berries of this species are blue, and 
are called by the Mexicans “ Linna amorilla.” They are sweet 
and pleasant to the taste. 

B, {Mahonia) glitmacea, a low bushy shrub abundant through- 
out Oregon. The berries are blue, acid, but eatable. It is now 
extensively planted in this country as game cover. 

The berries of B. aristatay an Indian species, native of Nepal, 
are dried in the sun like raisins. The bark of the root is reputed 
as a febrifuge, and is used in ophthalmia. 

B, LyduTTiy also a native of Nepal, is highly extolled as an 
aperient and for ague. From the bark a medicinal extract is 
prepared, known as Eusot. 

B. madcrensis is a shrub 3 to 5 feet high, the old plants 
having several stems as thick as the wrist or arm. The ultimate 
branches strongly striated or ribbed and of a bright rich orange 
or orange chestnut colour. The wood is bright yellow, and is 
employed by the Funchal cabinetmakers. The common Bar- 
berry of this country is Eable to be infested with a fungus 
called ^cidmm BerberuliSy at one time supposed to be the cause 
of the disease in wheat called rust, which led to the Barberry’s 
being extirpated from hedgerows contiguous to wheat-fields. 
But the microscopical researches of Bauer show the Barberry and 
wheat fungus to be distinct species. 

Barley {Hordmm distichum and H. hexaMichum)^ annual 
com grasses cultivated from remote antiquity in the temperate 
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regions of Europe, Asia, and Egypt, forming an important article 
of bread food. In this and other countries it undergoes a 
process to form malt, of which ale is made. Scotch and pearl 
barley is formed by the removal of the thin covering of barley 
grains, the latter being made hard by diying. 

Barometz (CiboHum baromctz)^ a fern of tlie tribe Dicksonia, 
native of China and Tartary. The fronds of tliis fern are 
bipinnate, and rise to the height of 10 to 14 feet, produced from 
a decumbent and progressing caudex, which is densely covered 
with long, light, brown, silky hairs (characteristic of the genus) ; 
when old, looking like wool, and wdien lying on tlie ground 
having the appearance of a wool-clad animal. The story told to 
early travellers led them to describe it as a plant of flesh and 
blood. The travellers* tale upon the subject is, that on an 
elevated plain of vast extent, in countries east of the Volga, 
grows a wonderful plant, with the shape and appearance of a 
lamb, having feet, head, and tail distinctly formed, and its skin 
covered with soft down. The lamb grows upon a stalk 
about 3 feet high ; the part by wliicli it is sustained being a kind 
of navel, it turns about and bends to tlie herbage which seiwes 
for its food, and when the grass fails it dries up and pines away. 
The real facts are that the caudex of this fern is decumbent, 
progressing in length a foot or more according to age, and 3 or 
more inches in diameter. Its w’oolly appearance has led it to 
be likened to a lamb, the native name for it being Barometz, and 
known by travellers as the Tartarian Lamb, and by others as 
Agnus Scythicus. To make the .story plausible the natives turn 
the woolly stipes upside down, cutting away the fronds, leaving 
a portion of the lower part of the stipes, four of which serve as 
legs, and thus the resemblance to a woolly animal (such as a 
weasel) is complete. It has been long cultivated at Kew. 

Barrel Tree. {See Bottle Tree.) 

Barwood. {See Camwood.) 

Bass Brooms. {See Piassaba.) 

Bassorin. {See Salep.) 

Bass-wood. {See lime.) 
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Bast, a general name applied to the inner bark of many 
plants, used for making cord and mats. Bass, or as they are 
generally called, garden mats, are made from the bark of the 
lime tree {Tilia europcea) and are imported from Kussia. 

Bast, Cuba {Paritium elatum), a tree of the Mallow family 
(Malvaceaj), a native of Cuba and Jamaica. A slender-stemmed 
tree attaining the height of from 50 to 60 feet, with large, cor- 
date, smooth green leaves. The timber is of a greenish colour, 
and is used in Jamaica in cabinet-work ; but the most important 
part is its beautiful lace-like inner bark, which was originally 
employed for tying up bundles of real Havannah cigars. About 
thirty years ago it was largely imported into this country for 
garden purposes, but it has now fallen into disuse. In Jamaica 
it is called mountain mahoe. Other species of Paritium have 
tough bark, especially P. tiliaccum^ a native of tropical coasts, 
and abounding throughout the islands of the Pacific, where its 
bark is largely employed by the natives for making ropes and 
nets, and its light wood for canoes. 

Batatas. {Sec Potato, Sweet.) 

Bawchan Seeds, a name given in India to the seeds of 
Psoralea corylifolia, a herb of the Bean family (Leguminosse), 2 
feet high. The pods are small, flat and oval, or kidney-shaped, 
and are employed medicinally by the Indian doctors. Tliey 
have an aromatic taste. They also yield an oil, and have been 
sent to this country for crushing. 

Bay Tree, Poison. {See Anise Star.) 

Bay Tree, Sweet. {Sec Laurel.) 

Bdellinm. — This Bible name has in modem times been 
applied to the resin produced by two distinct African plants. 
First, Balmmodtndrum africanuvi (for which see Myrrh). The 
second is Ceradia f areata, a genus of the Composite family 
(Compositae), native of the island of Schibon on the West Coast 
of Africa. It consists of several erect, gouty, forked stems, about 
a foot in height, bearing a few simple leaves on the top, and a 
few flowers similar to the common groundsel It was first 
noticed by guano -collectors about forty years ago, and living 
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plants were introduced to Kew. A fragrant gum exudes from 
the stems, especially when wounded, which in burning emits a 
smell resembling that of myrrh. 

Bead Trees {Mdia Azedarach), the type of the Bead Tree 
family (Meliacea*). It is considered to be a native of India, but 
it is more probable that it has migrated westward from China. 
It appears to have early become domesticated throughout 
Western Asia, Egj’pt, and the countries on both sides of the 
Mediterranean, also throughout the West Indies, South America, 
and the United States, where it is called the Pride of India. 
In the South of France, Spain, Portugal, Italy and Greece it is 
planted as an avenue tree. It attains the height of 40 to 50 
feet, and has a dense head of branches terminated by compound 
winged finely-cut leaves ; the flowers are in terminal loose spikes 
of a light-blue colour, having some resemblance to those of 
the common lilac. The fruit is about the size of a cherr}', 
but more oblong, of a yellowish colour. It is pulpy, enclosing 
a hard nut, which is of a brown colour. These are bored and 
strung as beads and used as necklaces and rosaries, hence tlu‘ 
name Bead Tree. There appear to he different opinions as 
to the value or otherwise of the pulp of the berry. Some 
writers assert that it is wholesome, and otliers that it is poisonous. 
In this country the tree is nearly hardy, plants having flowered 
in the open air at Kew. Other hard seeds arc also used for 
rosaries and necklaces, one especially called the Necklace Tree, 
is Omwsia dasycarjm, a tree of the Bean family (Leguminosa^), 
native of the West Indies. The seeds of this, as also of 0, coc- 
cinea, native of Guiana and Brazil, are slightly flat, oblong, of 
the size of peas, smooth, polished, and of a red colour, with a 
black spot at one end. 2. Abrm iirccatorius, a slender twining, 
wing-leaved shrub of the Bean family (Leguminosai), originally 
a native of the East Indies, but early introduced into the West 
Indies, where it soon became naturalised, as it has in many 
tropical countries. Its seeds are like small peas, red, with a 
black spot. They are vulgarly called Crab’s eyes. 3, Leuccena 
glauca, a tree of the Mimosa section of the Bean family (Legu- 
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minosse), native of the West Indies and tropical America. It 
has become naturalised in the South of Europe and most warm 
countries. 4. Adenanthera pavoniria, a tree of the Bean family 
(Leguminosae), native of India ; the seeds are of a bright-red 
colour {see Sandal-wood, Red). 6. Erythrina Corcdlodendron, 
has bright-red seeds {see Coral Tree). 6. Ccesalpinia {Guilan- 
dina) Bondicc and C. Bonducella {see Bonduc and Bonducella). 
7. Bhyncliosia yfecatoria, a climbing shrub of the Bean family 
(Leguminosa3), native of Mexico. It has small, pretty, pea-Kke 
seeds, half black, half scarlet. 8. Elceocarpus Ganitrm, a large 
tree of the Lime Tree family (Tiliaceae), native of India and the 
Malayan Islands. Its fruit is a drupe about the size of a plum, 
containing a hard corrugated nut, which is made into rosaries, 
bracelets, necklaces, and similar articles. There are many other 
seeds and fruits besides those enumerated that are used as 
beads for ornamental purposes, such, for instance, as the fruits of 
the Australian species of Santalum or FusanuSy and the ver}" 
hard and bony seeds of Coi:c lachryma, {See Job's Tears.) 

Bean, a general name for seeds enclosed in a bivalved pod, 
of which the pea, scarlet-runner bean, and garden bean, are 
familiar examples. The latter {Faha vulgaris) is an erect, 
wing- leaved annual, of the tamily to which it gives its trivial 
name, and of the natural family (Leguminosoe), of which there 
are two kinds. First, the Field Bean, extensively cultivated 
for feeding horses ; second, the broad or Windsor Bean, culti- 
vated in gardens. 

Bean Caper {Zygophyllum Fahago), a desert plant of the 
Lignum Vitae family (Zygophyllaceai), 2 to 3 feet high, native of 
Syria, Egypt, and North Africa. It is a soft-leaved shrub, having 
the leaves in pairs. Its flower-buds are used as a substitute for 
capers. 

Bearberry {ArhUus Uva-ursi)^ a low evergreen shrub of the 
Heath family (Ericaceae), with small leaves, abounding in moun- 
tainous districts throughout Europe and North America. In 
this country it is found in Wales, and is abundant in the High- 
lands of Scotland. It has red berries, which afford food for 
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grouse, and in Sweden, Eussia, and America for bears. The 
whole plant is astringent, and is used for tanning and dyeing. 

Bear’s Ear, a common English name for two distinct plants. 
First, the Auricula (wliich see). Second, Saxifraga sarmentosa, 
an evergreen herb of the Saxifrage family (Saxifragaceae), native 
of China, introduced more than a hundred years ago. It derives 
its specific name sarmcntosa fi-om its producing long running 
stems on the ground, emitting oblong, roundish, serrated leaves at 
regular distances. It has become a favourite wdndow pot 
plant. When placed in an elevated position the stems gro\v 
freely pendulous in the air, often a yard in length ; producing 
the leaves at regular distances, and l>eing above one another, the 
plant has been likened to sailors manning the rigging of a shij), 
and is called the Sailor Plant. 

Bear’s Grass. (Sec Adam’s Needle.) 

Beaver Tree. (See Magnolia.) 

Bebeeiu (See Greenheart.) 

Beech, Common (Fagus sylvatica), a lofty tree of the Oak 
family (Cupulifer^e), forming extensive forests in Armenia and 
the regions of the Caucasus, and also throughout the temperate 
countries of Europe. It is generally understood to be a native 
of this country, but some writers make out that it w^as not 
known before the Norman Conquest. It is common in our own 
woods, and is an ornamental tree when standing alone, attaining 
the height of 50 to 60 feet, and diameter of 3 to 4 feet, forming a 
round head of branches ; the extreme ones being twiggy and 
drooping, often reaching the ground, and being thickly covered 
with simple, smooth, shining leaves, produces a dense shade in 
summer. Loudon calls the tree the Hercules and Adonis of our 
woods. Its timber, although not of great strength, is neverthe- 
less of fine grain, smooth, and is employed for many domestic 
purposes, as for turnery and joinery, especially for bedsteads, 
chairs, etc. Its fruit is a three-sided, three -valved capsule, 
containing several triangular nuts called Mast. These nuts 
are a favourite food of hogs, and contain a useful oil, which is 
largely used as a salad oil in Germany. There are several 



BEECH 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


45 


varieties with variously cut leaves, the most important being 
the purple and copper-coloured kinds, which form ornamental 
trees in shrubberies. 1. The Kusty-leaved Beech {Faguaferrvr 
gineci), a large tree, native of North America. In some parts of 
Nova Scotia the country for miles in extent is occupied by this 
beautiful tree, and in autumn large droves of hogs are driven 
out to feed upon the nuts. Its wood is somewhat of a reddish, 
rusty hue, and is employed for many purposes. 2. Evei^een 
Beech {Fagus hetuloides\ a large tree, native of Terra del Fuego. 
It has small leaves like birch, but firmer. It was first noticed 
by Sir Joseph Banks, in Captain Cook's first voyage. It is 
said to be the most southern large tree in the world. Its 
size principally depends on the place of growth. In sheltered 
valleys it attains a considerable height, with a diameter of 7 
feet, while on the exposed heights of Hermit Island the 
branches are so compact and nearly flat on the ground that it 
can be walked over. 3. Fagus antarctica^ also a large tree, 
native of Terra del Fuego, but differing from the preceding in 
the leaves being deciduous. These two last species were intro- 
duced to the Eoyal Gardens, Kew, in 1841, and great hopes 
were entertained that they would prove hardy and become 
useful and ornamental trees; but such proved not to be the 
case, for although a plant of F, hetuloides grew in the open air 
for twenty years and attained the height of 8 feet, it nevertheless 
succumbed to the cold of January 1867. 4. F. Cunuinghamii, 
a large tree, native of Tasmania ; its wood has a brownish, satiny 
ground, with beautiful feathery cross veins, and makes a hand- 
some w^ood for cabinet-work. It is known as Tasmanian Myrtle. 
5. F. fusca and F. Solandri, large trees, natives of New Zealand. 
The woods are employed for many purposes. The latter is known 
by the name of White Birch. 

Beech Fungus {Cyttama Da'nmnii) 'is a globular, bright 
yellow fungus. When young, it is elastic and turgid, with a 
smooth surface, but when mature it shrinks, becomes tougher, 
and has its entire surface deeply pitted or honeycombed. It 
grows on the beech trees of the southern hemisphere in Terra 
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del Fuego in vast quantities on Fagus antarctica. It is col- 
lected in large quantities and eaten uncooked ; it is mucilaginous 
and sweet, with a faint smell like that of a mushroom, and 
forms an important article of food to the natives. It also grows 
in Chili on a species of Fagus, and on F. Cunninghamii in 
Tasmania. 

Beef-wood. {See She Oak.) 

Beet, or Beetroot, thick fleshy-rooted herbs of the Goose- 
foot family (Chenopodiacea?), of wliich there are many cultivated 
varieties, all of which are supposed to have originated from Beta 
inaritima, common in some parts of the coasts of this country. 
Its broad leaves are used as spinach. Originally there were only 
two kinds cultivated in gardens, the Eed Beet {Beta vulgaris) and 
the lAHiite Beet {Beta cida). They are recorded to have been 
cultivated more than 300 years ago : the White Beet for the 
thick midrib of its leaves, w’hich are cooked as aspaiugus ; and 
the Red Beet for its fleshy roots, which, boiled or roasted, form a 
wholesome table vegetable, or they are pickled. Of B, vulgaris 
there are four special varieties, red, yellow, white, or pale gi'een, 
and large rooted. The two first are, as already stated, cultivated 
for their culinary roots ; the third, the white, also known by the 
names of Sicilian and Sugar Beet. For a number of years past 
this has been extensively cultivated in Germany and France, for 
the purpose of extracting sugar from its roots, which process 
commenced about 1830; and in 1850 in France alone there 
were 303 manufactories for making beetroot sugar, wdiich now 
competes in the market wdth cane sugar. Besides pure sugar 
and molasses, a sj^irit is also distilled from the residue, also a 
considerable quantity of potash. Its cultivation in this country 
has not been found practicable. The fourth, or large-rooted 
kind, B. vulgaris rriacrorhiza, well known as Mangel Wurtzel, is 
extensively cultivated in this country and on the Continent for 
feeding cattle. 

Begonia, the name of an extensive genus, the type of the 
Begonia family (Begoniacese), consisting of succulent- stemmed 
herbaceous plants, erect or creeping, or fibrous or tuberous 
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rooted, with alternate, entire, lobed, palmate or digitate leaves, 
their base always oblique-cordate, smooth or villose, often red or 
blotched, of various colours; flowers unisexual, red or white, 
showy. Natives chiefly of tropical America and the East and 
West Indies. They possess no special properties, but of late 
years they, have been patronised as showy flowering plants ; and 
as they readily hybridise, fine varieties have been raised, 
especially from the tuberous -rooted sorts, which now form a 
conspicuous feature at horticultural exhibitions. In 1864 the 
Kew collection consisted of 18 varieties. 

Belladonna. {See Nightshade.) 

Belladonna Lily. {See Amaryllis.) 

Belote. {See Oak.) 

Bengal Quince. {See Bael Tree.) 

Ben OiL {Sec Horse-radish Tree.) 

Bent Grass. {See Fiorin Grass.) 

Benzoin, a gum-resin obtained from Styrax Benzoin^ a tree 
of the Styrax family (Styracese), native of Sumatra and other 
Malayan islands. Gum Benzoin is obtained by incisions made 
in the bark. This is a highly valuable perfume, and is used in 
the composition of incense, as weU as in medicine, for pulmonary 
complaints. S, jpunctatum, a tree native of Veraguas in Central 
America, yields a gum which is obtained after the tree is cut 
down and allowed to remain several years oli the ground, when 
the external part of its wood is removed, and the gum-resin 
found collected in greater or smaller masses. It is used as 
frankincense. 

Bergamot, the name of a perfume extracted from the fruit 
of Citrus Bergamia, a shrub of the Orange family (Aurantiacese), 
cultivated in France and Italy for its fruit. 

Betel Leaf, or Betel Pepper {Piper betel), a climbing plant 
similar in habit of growth to the Black Pepper {Piper nigrum). 
It is cultivated throughout India, Malayan Peninsula and 
Islands, for the sake of its leaf, which is chewed with the Betel 
nut and lime, as above. 

Betel Nut, also called Piuang {Artca Catechu), a native of 
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Cochin China, the Malayan Peninsula and Islands. It is a 
slender-stemmed lofty palm, with regular pinnate leaves and 
long linear leaflets. Its fruits are produced on an erect spadix ; 
each fruit is about the size of a hen’s egg, covered with a thick, 
fibrous rind, which envelopes a hard nut about the size of a 
nutmeg. The nut is cut up into pieces, and roUed up in a leaf 
of the Betel pepper, to which a little lime is added, and then 
chewed — a custom common to the whole of the Indians and 
Malayan races. It is said that many would forego their food 
rather than the use of the Betel Nut. All carry a box contain- 
ing the nut, leaf, and lime, which may be compared to the snuff- 
box of other coimtries. The character of box varies according 
to the means of the owner, those of the nobles being of gold, 
and of higher dignitaries ornamented with diamonds. Ship- 
loads of the nuts are yearly carried into countries where it is 
not cultivated. It is considered to stimulate the digestive 
organs. By its continual use the gums and mucous membmne 
of the mouth become a brick-red colour, the teeth crumble to a 
level with the gums, and when the teeth become worn out the 
victims die longing for another quid. Thus chewing the Betel 
Nut is somewhat similar in its effects to the chewing of tobacco. 

Bhang. {See Hemp.) 

Bigroot. {See Bitter-root, Califoniian.) 

Bikh, or Bish. {See Aconite.) 

Bilberry, or Blackberry ( Vaccinimn Myrtillui), Whortle- 
berry ( FI uliginosum), Cowberry ( V. Vitis~idcca\ small slirubs of 
the Cranberry family (Vacciniaceie). They occuj)y vast tracts 
in bogs and moorlands, and even the tops of mountains in 
Scotland, and tliroughout Europe and North America. Their 
berries are about the size of currants, the two first blue and the 
last red. They are somewhat austere, but are made into a 
preserve for tarts, etc., besides forming an article of food for 
many moorfowL 

Bindweed, a name applied to the different species of the 
genus Convolwlmy the type of the family (Jouvolvulacese, of 
which there are many species. Two are natives of this country 
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— C, arvemis^ common in cornfields and waste places, and (7. 
sepium, known as Hedge Bindweed, which overruns bushes 
and hedges, well known for its conspicuous white flowers. A 
number of exotic species are cultivated in gardens for their 
showy flowers. 

Birch, Black {Betvla nigra), a tree of the Birch family 
(Betulacesp), native of North America. Its timber is tolerably 
hard, and is used for many purposes. Its sap, with the allied 
species B. lenta, contains sugar. 

Birch, Indian Paper {Betula Bhojpattra), native of Nepal 
and other parts of the Himalayas. Its bark is deemed sacred, 
and is used for burial piles ; and in Kashmir children are clothed 
with it. It is also used for covering roofs, for writing paper, for 
packing, and for many other purposes. 

Birch, Jamaica (Bursera gummifcrd), a tree of the MjTrh 
family (Burseracese), native of Jamaica, having brown bark like 
the Birch tree of Europe. The fruit yields a balsamic turpentine, 
and on wounding the bark a white liquor is obtained, which soon 
hardens, and is in no way different from Gum Elemi. 

Birch, Paper {Betula papyraced), a native of North America. 
It has a very thick bark, which is taken off in large slieets, and 
by uniting them canoes are made, some large enough to cany a 
dozen persons. It is also made into shoe soles and domestic 
utensils. 

Birch, White, of Europe {Betida The White Birch 

is a well-known, graceful tree, grown throughout the whole of 
Europe. In bleak, rocky situations it assumes the habit of a 
shrub. Its wood and bark are used for many domestic purposes. 
In Lapland bread is made from the bark ; in Eussia an oil is 
extracted from it, which is used in the preparation of Eussian 
leather, and imparts the well-known scent to it. Its sap flows 
freely in the spring, and as it contains a quantity of sugar, it is 
fermented and forms a pleasant wine called Birch Wine. 

Birdrlime. {See Holly.) 

Bird’s-hest Fern {Neottopteris NiduSy Aspleniurfi Nidus of 
Linna3us), a simple fronded fern of the tribe Aspleniese; its fronds 
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are produced round an acaulose axis, their bases overlapping 
each other, forming a cup like a bird’s nest ; it is widely dis- 
tributed throughout tropical Asia and islands of the Pacific; it has 
large, broad, smooth fronds, wliich are surpassed in size only by 
N. mtt^foliay which has the largest simple entire fronds of all 
ferns ; it is described by a Penang correspondent in the follow- 
ing words : — “ I saw two fine specimens of the bird’s-nest fern ; 
each had between forty and fifty perfect green leaves; the average 
length of the leaves was 6 feet, and from 1 foot to 14 inches 
across in the broadest part. They were growing on each side of 
the doorway of the mansion ; when I was walking up to them 
I thought they were American alocs^ 

Birthworts, the common name for the species of Aristolocliiay 
the type of the Birthwort family (Aristolochiacete), of which 
about 180 species are described, chiefly natives of tropical 
America, consisting of small trees, shnibs, and climbere, the 
latter often found growing with passion flowers and Big- 
TwniaSy forming an interminable lacing of the forests, and 
causing tliem to appear as if the whole were tied together 
witli ropes. Birthwoi-ts are remarkable for tlie oddity of their 
flowers, which consist ol a tubular, genei-ally bent calyx, and 
in some of the species one of the lobes forming a large, plain, 
and in some cases concave labellum, and in the latter ter- 
minated with a long tail (codicil), the whole t>f a dusky 
colour, and emitting a fetid odour. A, cordata, a s]^)ecies native 
of the regions of the Magdalena, according to Humboldt, has a 
large concave labellum, 4 feet in circumference, which the 
Indian children put on their heads as caps. A, Goldicana, a 
native of Western tropical AfricJi, has flowers quite as large. The 
plant has flowered recently at Ke%v. In tropical America, 
Arimlockim and other climbing plants are termed by the 
natives “ guaco,” and are held in high repute as a cure for snake 
bites and for charming snakes. This property is also said to be 
possessed by two European species — A. longa and A, semper- 
Virens — ^natives of the South of Europe, and used by jugglers. 
The Virginian Snake -root {A. serpentaria) has also a similar 
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reputation. A, a native of North America, is quite hardy 
in this country. It is a strong-growing climber, and is curious 
for its bent, syphon-like flowers. A. clematitis is a perennial, 
native of this country, but rare. 

Bish, an Indian poison. {Sec Aconite.) 

Bitter Cup. {See Quassia.) 

Bitter Oil, a name in India for an oil obtained from the 
fruit of Calophylhim inophyllum^ a tree of the Gamboge family 
(Guttiferie) common in the tropical countries of Asia, including 
the islands of the Pacific, and being a tree of economical iin 
portance it consequently has many local names. It sometimes 
attains the height of 80 to 100 feet, and 12 feet in girth. 
In the Fiji and other islands it is a coast tree, its round fruits, 
with the square fruits of Barringtoiiia, the cone-like fruits of 
the sago-palm, and the large seeds of Eiitad/i, are found cover- 
ing the sandy beaches. The fruit is the size of a walnut, and 
when ripe, of a reddish colour ; it has a fleshy rind containing 
a hard-sheUed seed enclosing an oily kernel from which the 
oil is expressed, which is of a green colour, and is highly valued 
by the natives for medical purposes in the countries where it is 
produced. In Fiji it is called Dilo, and is used by the natives 
as a substitute for cocoa-nut oil for anointing their bodies. In 
Tahiti and other islands it is called Tamanu. A gum-resin 
exudes from the bark of the tree, which is one of the kinds of 
tacamahaca gums of commerce. The wood is firm and hard, 
and is used for shipbuilding, making canoes, and other purposes. 

Bitter-root, Californian, also called Bigroot {Echinocystis 
fahacea)^ and by some called Megan'hiza califomica^ a genus of 
the Gourd family (Cucurbitacese). E, fahacca has a fleshy, glo- 
bose tuberous root, which varies in size according to age, some 
weighing 50 lbs.; from the centre rise several slender straggling 
stems of a whitish colour, ultimately producii^g leaves and 
tendrils ; fruit globose, spiny, the size of an orange or apple, the 
root is intensely bitter, and is held in high repute, especially 
for dyspepsia and numerous other diseases. 

Bitter-root, Canadian {Letbida rcdivivoi)^ a remarkable 
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plant of the Purslane family (Portulaceee). It is a native of 
North America from Canada to Oregon. It has long, fleshy tap 
roots, about the thickness of young radishes, producing a rosette 
of succulent leaves, from the centre of wliicli rises a brilliant 
pink flower that opens only during sunshine, and, with the 
leaves, is of short duration. The root is white internally, 
almost entirely composed of starch, and might wdth propriety 
be called starch-root. It forms an article of food to the Indians. 
In preparing the root, the cuticle is removed, the root is then 
cut into small pieces, steeped in w^ater, and then boiled, when it 
swells to five or six times its size, and resembles a jelly-like 
substance. It is much valued by Indians as well as by 
Europeans, who consider it a wholesome food. It is, however, 
very expensive, as it takes a long time to collect a sackful ; the 
Indians trade in it by handfuls, and charge a high price. It 
received the specific name rediviva on account of the tenacity 
of life in the roots ; instances have been recorded of its having 
flowered after having been in the herbarium two, and one at 
Kew, three years. In Oregon the Indians call it Spaetliiin. 

Bitter- root, Natal (Gerrardanthus viaerorhiza ), — This is 
also one of the Gourd family (Cucurbitacea*), and has tuberous 
roots 2 to 3 feet in diameter and 1 to 2 feet thick, similar to the 
preceding ; it produces slender stems borne by tendrils ; its 
leaves are hastate ; it is intensely bitter, and used by the natives 
in medicine. 

Bitter-sweet {Solanum Dulcamara), a slender -stemmed, 
straggling plant of the Nightshade family (Solanacea.*) growing 
abundantly in hedges, which in autumn it adorns with its 
bunches of beautiful red berries, that have tlie appearance of 
currants, and being sweet and tempting are frequently eaten by 
children, to whom serious consequences liave often occurred. 
It is recorded that thirty berries killed a dog in three hours, 
and fetal instances are given of children having died from eating 
them, which shows the necessity of guarding children against, 
them. A great number of virtues are ascribed to this plant, 
even as far back as the time of Theophrastus, who called it Vitis 
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sylvcstris. It is still in great repute with rustic, as well as 
regular practitioners. 

Blackberry. {See Bramble.) 

Black-boy Trees. {See Grass Gum Tree.) 

Black Drink of the Indians {Hex vomUoria), a small tree 
of the HoUy family (Aquifoliacese), native of the coast of the 
Southern States of North America. It is in great repute, 
and is reckoned a holy plant by the North American Indians. 
Of the leaves slightly scorched they make the black drink used 
during their religious rites and solemn councils to clear the 
head and stomach. Yearly excursions of the Indians were 
made at one time to the Atlantic coast to collect the plant ; but 
civilisation has now changed all this, and the White Man has 
taken the place of the Indian. 

Black Maire, a name in New Zealand for Olea Cunning- 
hamiiy a tree of the Olive family (Oleaceae), 40 to 50 feet high ; 
wood dark-coloured, extremely hard, close-grained, and durable. 

Blackthono. {See Sloe.) 

Blackwood, also called Indian Eosewood {Dalhcrgia lati- 
folia)y a magnificent wing -leaved tree of the Bean family 
(Leguminosie), native of the East Indies. It is highly valued 
for its timber, the finest and most expensive furniture being 
made of it. Its variety Sissoides, together with D. Sissoo, natives 
of India, are also called Blackwood and Eosewood. They are 
hard-wooded trees, and the timber is employed for railway- 
sleepers and gun-carriages. Acacia mclanoxylon is also called 
Blackwood in Australia. 

Blacking Plant {Hihisciis-jRosa-sinensis), a shrub or small 
tree of the Mallow family (Malvaceae), native of China, a showy 
plant in hothouses, having single and double red and yellow 
flowers. The red when bruised become black, and are then 
used for colouring the eyebrows and blacking shoes. 

Bladder-green. {See Blackthorn.) 

Bladder Nut {Staphylea), a genus typical of the small family 
Staphyleaceae, represented in the gardens of this country by S. 
pinnata, a native of Central and Eastern Europe, and S. trifo- 
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lUUa^ a native of North America; slinibs 3 to 4 feet high, 
grown in shrubberies, conspicuous in autumn by their bladder- 
like fruit, enclosing a nut, which is oily and purgative. 

Blaeberry. {Sec Bilberry.) 

Blewits, a name in the West and other parts of England for 
Agaricm pci'sonatiis, a wholesome and delicious Agaric of the 
mushroom group of fimgi, known by the blue colour on the 
upper part of the stem, from wliich it takes its name. There 
are, however, some doubts as to its wholesomeness when 
gathered under certiiin conditions, as to its age, etc. 

Blight. {See Smut.) 

Blimbing, the name in India for the fniit of Averrhoa 
Bilimbi, a small tree of the Oxalis family (Oxalidacea^). It 
attains the height of from 20 to 30 feet, having winged leaves, 
wliich are slightly sensitive on Ixiing sliaken. It i.s cultivated 
in India and other countries for its fruit, which is oblong and 
pulpy, alx)ut 2i inches long and 1 inch across, and of a 
yellowish colour. The Carambola (A. Caramhola ) is a ver>' similar 
tree to the above; its fruit is about the size of a hen’s egg, 
with three prominent ridges or angles, tlie flesh i.s soft, like a 
plum, exceedingly juicy and refreshing. The fruits of botli 
species are iLsed raw, preser\x*d, or pickled, and tlie flowers are 
made into a conseiv e. 

Bloodberry {Birina humilu), a small shnib of the i'aniily 
Phjiolaccacea?, with soft leaves, native of the West Indies. It 
is an old inhabitant in the hothouses of this country. It lias 
spikes of white flowers, which are followed by a buncli of small 
red berries, the juice of which is like blood, and is used by the 
ladies of South America as rouge. 

Blood Flower {Homnanihui)^ an extensive genirs of the 
Amaryllis family (Amaryllidaceae), natives principally of South 
Africa, and cultivated in this country as showy garden plants. 
H, toximria is poisonous, and is used by the natives to poison 
their arrows. H, multijlorua and IL pvmicea have showy red 
flowers, closely packed, the stamens forming a flat surface 
resembling a painter’s dusting brush. 
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Blood Plum, a name in the Nupfe district of the Eiver 
Niger for the fruit of Hmmatostaphis Barteri, a small tree of the 
Mango family (Anacardiaceae). The fruits are about the size of 
small olives, borne in bunches something like grapes. They are 
acid and edible. 

Bloodwood, Indian {Lagerstrmmia Regince), a large tree of 
the Henna family (Lythracea^). It is a native of the Peninsula 
and other parts of India and Burmah. Its wood is of a blood- 
red colour, and being very durable in water it is much valued 
for boat and ship building. The root is prescribed by Indian 
doctors in cases where an astringent is required. It is called 
Jarool by the natives. L. indica is a native of China, long 
ago introduced into this country. It is a beautiful flowering 
shrub in the greenhouse, and vnth protection against a wall is 
sufficiently hardy to stand moderate winters and flower in the 
open air. 

Bloodwood, Jamaica (Gordonia Iwcmatoxylon), a small tree 
of the Camellia family (Temstroemiaceae). 

Bloodwood, Norfolk Island {Baloghia hccida), a small tree 
of the Spurgewort family (Euphorbiaceae). It attains the 
height of 20 to 30 feet ; it has opposite entire, oblong leaves, 
which, with the branches, on being cut, emits a red or blood-like 
fluid used as a marking paint. 

Bloodwood, Victoria {Eucalyptus corymlosa), a tree of the 
Myrtle family (Myrtaceiv). • 

Bloodwort, a name in North America for Sanguimria 
canadensis, a pretty, herbaceous plant of the Poppy family 
(Papaveraceae), not more than 6 inches high, producing showy 
white flowers early in the spring. It has thick branching i*oots, 
which yield a yellow pigment, used as a dye; also by the 
Indians to colour their bodies, and for rude paintings. 

BluebelL {See Hyacinth and Harebell.) 

Bluebottle {Centaur ca Cyanus), an annual of the Composite 
family (Compositae), common in cornfields, where its pretty blue 
flowers contrast with the scarlet poppy, C. nigra, black knap- 
weed, and G. scabiosa, greater knapweed, are also cornfield pests. 

A .. 
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Bog MyrUe. {Se^ Gale.) 

Bonduc and Bonducella, two species of Cccsalpinia {GuUan- 
dina), a genus of the Casaipinta section of the Bean family 
(Leguminosoe). They are climbers, having hard -wooded, 
prickly stems and leaves, which are bipinnate, extending to 
a considerable length, forming entangling thickets in many 
parts of the sea -coasts within the tropics, their wide disper- 
sion being due to the nature of the seeds, which are about 
the size of small marbles, and are contained in prickly, flat- 
tened pods, 2 to 3 inches in length. They are so hard as 
to require a heavy stroke of a stone or hammer to break 
them. From this and the fact of the plants growing close 
to the shore many of the pods are cast into the sea, and 
wafted by currents on to distant shores. By tlie heat of the 
sun the shells ultimately crack, and the embryos thus relieved 
commence growth, thus establi>liing themselves in fresh locali- 
ties. They are distinguished by their seeds, those of C, Bomhic 
being yellow, and those of C\ BondvceUa gray, or sometimes 
witli an inclination to a reddish tint. They are known by the 
name of nicker nuts. 

Bonnace or Bunmose Tree, a name in Jamaica for Daphne 
tinifolia, a small tree of the Spurge Laurel family (Thymelacem). 
It has a very Ujugh fibrous bark, and is used for many domestic 
purf>oses. 

Bonnets and Hats. {See Straw.) 

Borage {Bora^jo ojfficimlis), an aimual of the IVjrage family 
(Boraginacea^), a native of England, growing in neglected 
places. It attains the height of two or three feet, having 
veiy rough leaves and pretty blue flowers. It is grown in 
gardens, and used for making a cooling drink called Cool 
Tankard. Its famed virtues for other purposes are, however, 
much more ideal than real. 

Borecole. {See Cabbage.) 

Bottle Bmsh Flowers, a name given to the flowers of 
Mthdevm hypericifolia.Biphxit of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), 
native of New South Wales. The flowers are closely produced 
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on a spike, and have long projecting straight stamens, which 
impart to it the appearance of a bottle brush. The flowers of 
several species of Callistemon, a genus of the same family, are 
also so called. 

Bottle Gtourd {Lagcnaria vulgaris), a climbing plant of the 
Gourd family (Cucurbitaceje). This is very common throughout 
the tropics and sub-tropics of both hemispheres, and has been 
introduced into the West Indies. Its fruit, which is sometimes 
nearly 6 feet long, is shaped like a bottle, and often used as 
such. The Club Gourd is a variety of this, but more tapering 
in the form of a club. 

Bottle Tree {Sterculia [Ddahechea'] rupestris), a tree of the 
Sterculia family (Sterculiaceae), native of North-East Australia. 
It is allied to the Gouty stem tree {Adansonia Gregorii), noticed 
under Baobab, being thickened below, tapering upwards or often 
swollen in the middle to the extent of 30 or 40 feet in circum- 
ference, with an apparently small tree growing out of its apex, 
so that it has been compared to the neck of a bottle. The 
gouty stem is soft and porous, and contains much mucilaginous 
gum, wliich is readily obtained by pressure, and is used as an 
article of food by the natives. It is also called Barrell Tree. 

Box-berry. (See Shallon.) 

Box Thom (Lydum larharum), a twiggy rambling shrub 
of the Nightshade family (Solanaceae), of rapid growth, native 
of countries bordering on the Mediterranean. It is often seen 
covering arbours in cottage gardens in this country. Its leaves 
resemble those of tlie Cliinese tea tree, which led to its being 
brought into notice about one hundred years ago by the then 
Duke of Argyle as a substitute for tea, for which reason it re- 
ceived the name of the Duke of Argyle’s tea tree. 

Box Trees. — There are several different kinds of trees 
known by this name, the first and most important being Buanis 
sempervirens, a small evergreen tree of the Spurgewort family 
(Euphorbiaceae), native of Europe and the temperate coun- 
tries of Asia, supposed to be indigenous in this country on 
Box-hill, in Surrey. It attains the height of from 10 to 30 
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feet, and has a stem 8 or 10 inches in diameter. It has small 
bright, shining leaves, and inconspicuous flowers, male and 
female, separate on the same plant. It is extensively jdanted 
as an ornamental shrub. Tlie box-edgings (so called) of garden 
walks are formed of a dwarf variety of this species. An allied 
species is B, Baharka, a native of the regions of the Mediter- 
ranean, and derives its specific name from the Ralearic Islands ; 
it has larger leaves, and altogether a stouter-looking tree. It 
is not so common in gardens as B. scm^ierrirnis. The wood of 
the Box Tree is hard and close-graine<l, Likes a fine polish, and is 
valued for wood-engraving, tunierv, making mathematical in- 
struments, etc. Tlie chief supply comes from the Russian forests 
in the Caucasus. 

Box Tree, New South Wales {Pittofiponim und}ilatum), a 
tree of the Rittosporad family (Pittosporaceie), native of Xew 
South Wales, attaining the height of 70 to 80 feet. Its 
wood is somewhat similar to the common boxwood. It has 
l.K3en introduced to the Azores, where it protects the orange 
trees from wind, as it withstands the liighest gales. 

Box Tree, Tasmanian {Bursaruf spimsa)^ a spiny, bushy 
tree belonging to the same family as the preceding, native of 
Tasmania. It attains the height of 25 feet. Its wood is hard, 
with a grain similar to that of the common box tree. American 
boxwood is furnished by Cornus Jlorich, and West Indian by 
Tec(ma pentaphylla. 

Bracelet-wood, a name in the West Indies for Jacquinia 
armillaris, a small tree of the Myrsine family (Myrsinacete). 
It is a close-headed tree, with verticillate branche.s, thickly fur- 
nished with obtuse, cuneiform, erect, firm leaves; it produces 
numerous reddish flowers; its seeds are yellow and brown 
according to age, and, being hard, are made into bracelets. 

Brake and Bracken, common names for Pteris aquUina, 
also well known by the name of Fern, growing abundantly in 
parks, open glades, woods, and roadsides in this country, and 
occupying vast tracts in all temperate parts of the world 
and on elevated regions in the tropics — a true cosmopolitan. It 
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spreads rapidly by its underground running stems, which pro- 
duce numerous winged herbaceous stems (called fronds in botany), 
which vary in height from 3 to 6 feet. In autumn these are 
cut and dried, and used for many domestic purposes. The under- 
ground stems contain a quantity of mucilage and starch, which, 
in some parts of Europe and Northern countries, are prepared 
by washing and pounding, and are mixed with meal to make 
bread in times of scarcity ; even in this country attempts have 
several times been made to bring the plant into use as a food, 
recently by Dr. Clark, who considered it a wholesome table 
vegetable when young and blanched like aspamgus, but its 
daily use for a month proved it to be astringent. In the 
soutliern hemisphere it is represented by what some botanists 
term a distinct species, namely, P. esadenta, which originally 
formed a considerable article of food to the natives of Australia, 
New Zealand, and other islands of the Pacific. The colonisation 
of these countries and the introduction of com and potatoes will 
no doubt cause it to be discarded as an article of food. In some 
parts of this country, especially in Wales, the fern is burnt in 
large quantities, and the ashes, which contain a considerable 
quantity of alkali, mixed with water and made into balls, are 
sold in the towns as a substitute for soap, under the name of 
ash-balls. The ashes are also used in glass - making. On 
account of ferns not having visible flowers or seed, much super- 
stition was attached to them by the ancients, and in Shake- 
speare’s time they were spoken of as “uncanny and evil.” 
Butler says : — 

Fern, that \'ile, unuseful weed 

That grows eiiuivocably without seed.” 

It however appears, accoixiing to Shakespeare’s play of Henry 
IV., that ferns were then considered to have seed. We read : — 

“We have the receipt of fern seed — 

We walk invisible.” 

Tliis fern seed is supposed to become visible on St. John’s 
Eve, and it was believed to be under the special protection of 
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the Queen of the Fairies. It was considered that those who 
possessed fern seed could make themselves invisible at pleiisure. 
A more practical notion of the supposed power of ferns is, that 
the burning of it brings down rain, of which the following is a 
curious illustnition. In a volume containing a miscellaneous 
collection by Dr. Richard Pocock, in the British Museum, is the 
copy of a letter written by Philip Herbert, third Earl of Pem- 
broke. Lord Chamberlain, to the Sheriff of Staffordsliire. It is 
as follows : — Sir — His Majesty, taking notice that the burning 
of Feme doth draw do\n\ rain, and being desirous that tlie 
eountrj’ and himself may enjoy fair weather as long as he 
remains in these parts, his Majesty 1ms commanded me to write 
to you to cause all burning of Fern to be lbr])()rne until his 
Majesty be past the country. 'SMierein, not doubting but the 
consideration of their own interest, as well ns of his Majesty’s, 
will invite the country to a ready observance of this liis 
Majesty’s commands, I rest, your very loving friend, Pkmbkokk 
AND MoXTGOArERY.” 

Bramble, or Blackberry (liuhiLs/nff tames), a trailing prickly 
shrub of the Rose family (Rosacea?), native of this country, found 
growing in hedges and waste jdaces. The fniits are black, and 
are used for puddings, tarts, and ]>reserves, as well as for making 
and colouring wines, both in France and England. They are 
generally considered astringent. The long rods and twigs are 
used for fixing thatch and for other domestic ])urj)Oses, Many 
other species of RttbxLs of low^ growth extend to the limits of 
vegetable life in the northern hemisphere. The fruit of several 
such as Dewbeny' (Ruins mmes), Cloudberry (7?. Chamwmorus), 
are mad in Northern countries for making wine. They also 
furnish food for moor and other wild fowl. 

Bnm, one of the coarser products of wheat, wiiich with pol- 
lards is separated in the process of milling in the preparation of 
flour, the latter forming an important article of food to the 
peasants of Italy. 

Brank. (See Buckwheat.) 

Bradl or Bnudlotto Wood (Ccesedpinia cchin(U<i)t a rugged 
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growing tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse), about 20 or 30 
feet high, with prickly compound winged leaves. It is a native 
of Brazil ; the wood is hard, takes a fine polish, and is imported 
to this country for cabinet-work, also for dyeing. 

Brazil Nut {BertholUtia excelsa)^ a tree of the Monkey Pot sec- 
tion of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), attaining the height of 100 
to 150 feet, and about 3 or 4 feet in diameter. The leaves are 
broad, smooth, and nearly 2 feet in length. The fruit is pro- 
duced on the upper branches, and when fully grown is in the 
form of a perfect ball, from 4 to 6 inches in diameter ; it consists 
of a woody shell containing a number of closely-packed three- 
sided rough seeds (nuts) about an inch and a half in length. 
Wlien ripe the fruits fall from the tree and are collected by 
troops of Indians, who split them open to obtain the nuts. The 
tree is a native of Guiana, Venezuela, and Brazil, forming large 
forests on the banks of the Eio Negro and the Amazon, and 
likewise about Esmeraldoes on the Orinoco, where the natives 
call it Juvia. The largest export of Brazil nuts is from Para ; 
as many as 50,000 to 90,000 bushels are annually sent to this 
country alone. A bland oil is obtained by pressure, which is 
used by watchmakers and artists. 

Bread, native of Australia {Mylitta mcstralis), a curious 
fungus, forming large irregularly globose masses, vrhich in its 
early stage is soft, but afterwards becomes hard and horny. It 
is eaten by the natives. 

Bread-finit {Artocarpm incisa)^ a tree of the Bread-fruit 
family (Artocarpaceie), native of Otaheite and other islands of the 
Pacific Ocean, attaining the height of 20 to 30 feet, having 
spreading branches and rough lobed leaves. Its fruit (so called) 
consists of a spongy receptacle of a globose or oblong form, like 
a large melon about a foot in length ; it is marked on the ex- 
terior with a diamond pattern, each mark indicating the place 
of a female flower. The true fruits consist of nuts embedded in 
the mass, but are seldom produced in trees under cultivation. 
Breadrfruit, with the cocoa-nut and banana, comprises the 
principal part of .the food of the natives of the Pacific Islands. 
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It is of a white and firm texture, something like wheateii bread, 
and not unpleasant to eat. The bark is very tough, and when 
beaten out forms the whitest and finest native clotli. 

The Bread-fruit tree was first brought into notice through 
the voyages of Captain Cook, and its fame as a food-plant li*(l 
the British Government to deem it worthy of being naturalised 
in the West Indies. Accordingly, in 1787 the ship Bounty^ 
commanded by Captain Bligh, accompanied by David Nelson, a 
gardener (who had accompanied Captain Cook in liis third 
voyage), was despatched to Otaheite to obtain a cargo of young 
trees. This being accomplished, the ship sailed from Otaheite 
with every prosj>ect of the undertaking tenninating successfully; 
but they had not long left Otaheite when a mutiny broke out 
on board, and the captain. Nelson, and other officers, and 
members of the crew who Avould not join the mutineers, were 
put in an open boat and set adrift in mid-ocean, the nearest 
place where European aid could be obtained being the Island of 
Timor, 3618 miles distant, which place they reached after 
enduring great fatigue and hardship, from the effects of which 
Nelson did not recover, having died there in July 1780. On 
Captain Bligh rcacliing England he was again despatched on 
the .same mission in the ship rrovulencc, ha\dng with him 
Christopher Smith, a gardener from Kew, the expedition this 
time proving successful ; and in 1793 Brea<l-fruit trees were flour- 
ishing in Jamaica and other West Indian Islands, and soon became 
common in all tropical countries favourable to their giowth. 

Bread-fimit, Afiican [Trecvlia africam), a tree of the Bread- 
fruit family (Artocarpaceae), native of Western tropical Africa. 
The fruit is about a foot in diameter, having numerous nuts 
buried in a fipongy substance; these nuts are ground into meal 
and eaten by the natives. 

Bread-nnt Tree {Brosimum alicastrum), a large tree of the 
Bread-fruit family (Artocarpaceae), native of the West Indies. It 
has lance-shaped leaves and fruit about the size of a plum, 
containing one nut-seed, which when roasted is eatable. The 
wood has a fine grain like mahogany. 
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Bread-root. (See Prairie Turnip.) 

Briar-root, a popular name for the roots, burrs, and knots 
of Erica arhoreay a shrub or small tree of the Heath family 
(Ericacese). It is found in many parts of Europe, as well as in 
Algeria. The burrs, roots, and knots are imported into this coim- 
try in large quantities for making pipes, which are sold as Briar- 
root pipes, tlje common name being a corruption of the French 
Brnytre. 

Brinjal, or Bringai (See Egg-plant.) 

Brocoli (See Cabbage.) 

Broom (Cytism scoparius)^ a shrub or small tree of the 
Bean family (Leguminosae) with twiggy, flexible almost leafless 
branches. It is a native of Britain and throughout Europe, 
growing on heaths and uncultivated ground. Its showy yellow 
llowers make it a general favourite. In Spain and France it 
attains the size of a tree, and its wood, which is hard, is highly 
valued for veneering and cabinet-work. The fibre of the bark is 
very strong, and capable of being used for many purposes ; its 
twiggy branches are extensively used for making brooms. 

A closely-allied plant, Spartium junccurriy a native of South- 
ern Europe, has more slender and cord -like branches than C, 
scoparius, and they are used for making baskets and fastening 
the vines in the vineyards. In Italy and the South of France a 
cloth is made from the fibre, which is obtained by tying the rush- 
like twigs into bundles, and exposing them to the sun for some 
time to wither; they are then beaten with a mallet, and placed in 
water, where they are allowed to remain eight or nine days, after 
which they are washed ; this operation loosens the fibre in the 
bark, and after drying it is combed and dressed in a similar 
manner to that which obtains in the preparation of flax. 

The Broom is the badge of the Plantagenets, adopted by 
Henry II., and borne by the rest of his race ; Planta genesta 
giving the family title of Plantagenet figured on the seal of 
Eichard I. 

Broom Com, a name in the United States for Sorghum 
saccharcUuMy an annual grass, producing a dense head of long 
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spikelets, bearing numerous small corn-grains, which after being 
removed the spikelets become hard and rigid, and are used 
for making house brooms. For this purpose it is extensively 
cultivated in parts of the United States, especially Ohio. Great 
quantities of the spikelets and broom handles are imported to 
this country, 

Broom Rape, a name for a certain class of plants growing 
on the roots of others, and therefore termed parasitical ; the 
typical genus of Broom Bapes is Oroharvche, Of this genus, which 
gives the name to the family (Orobanchaceae), six species are 
described as being natives of Britain. Tlie most conspicuous is 
0. major, which grows upon the roots of broom and furze ; it 
consists of a fleshy stem a foot or more in height, of a brownish 
yellow colour ; instead of leaves it is furnished with numerous 
pointed scales, terminated by a head of monopetalous bilabiate 
flowers. The other species are similar in habit, but of less size, 
and are found on the roots of furze, flax, clover, wild carrot, etc. 
They possess no special properties, but are troublesome wneds, 
especially those growing on clover and flax, doing iiTeparable 
mischief. 

Bradne. (See Nux Vomica.) 

Brush (Srass {Andropogon gryllus), a strong growing peren- 
nial grass, native of the South of Europe. It has stiff wiry 
roots, which are largely imported into this country for making 
toilet and other brushes. 

Brussels Sprout {See Cabbage.) 

Bryony {Bryonia dioica), a common British plant of the 
Crourd family (Cucurbitaceae), climbing over hedges and adorn- 
ing them with its beautiful berries in autumn, which are highly 
poisonous. The plant has a thick, long, fleshy root, often 
double, or made to grow so by herb collectors in order to con- 
vert them into the form of a man, these are called Mandrakes, 
and are occasionally to be obtained as curiosities. It is a 
dangerous purgative. 

Bryonyi Black {Tamue communis), a tuberous-rooted herb 
of the Yam family (Dioscoreaceas), native of roadsides and waste 
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places in this country. It has a hard fleshy tuberous root- 
stalk 2 to 3 inches in diameter, and the greater part above 
ground, from the centre of which rise annually slender twining 
stems, rambling over hedges and bushes, furnished with heart- 
shaped leaves. The flowers are small, inconspicuous, and dioe- 
cious ; its fruit is a black berry. Its fleshy slimy roots were at 
one time in repute with herb doctors for making plasters. The 
fruit is used as a remedy for chilblains. 

Bncllll, or Backn, a name given by the Hottentots to 
Barosma crmulala, B. erenoAa, and B. serratifolia, slender 
branched shrubs with sm^ alternate leaves, and pretty pink or 
white flowers of the Rue family (Eutacese), natives of the Cape 
of Gk>od Hope. The leaves are highly esteemed by the Hotten- 
tots ; mixed with brandy called Buchu brandy, it is a favourite 
medicine, taken internally for many complaints, and applied 
externally for rheumatism ; they also make a powder with the 
leaves, and mix it with grease to anoint their bodies, which 
operation forms an important part of their toilet. The leaves 
are full of pellucid oil-cells, and have a strong fragrant odour; 
they are frequently prescribed by regular practitioners in this 
country, especially in diuretic affections, and for promoting 
perspiration. 

Buckbean (Menyanthes tri/olieUa), a trailing herb of the 
Gentian family (Gentianaceae) ; it is one of our most beautiful 
native plants, growing abundantly in marshy places and by the 
sides of streams. It possesses strong medicinal properties, the 
leaves being extremely bitter. An infusion of them is a 
favourite domestic remedy in rheumatism, and is employed 
by regular practitioners in fevers. They have bqen used as a 
substitute for hops; hut they give bitterness without any 
accompanying aroma. 

Baoktlunii, represented in this country by several species of 
the genus Mamnus, typical of the Buckthorn family (Eham- 
nacese). With the exception of JR. Alaternvs, they are rude, stiff- 
branched, somewhat spiny shrubs,, seldom exceeding 10 feet in 
height. 
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B. u^eetorius, native of Southern Euiope and Western Asia, 
is important on account of its berries, which are about the size 
of peas, and black when ripe ; gathered green, they constitute 
an important dye, much used by calico printers. In commerce 
they are known by the name of Yellow or Persian beiries ; 
the principal importations come from ports in the Black Sea, 
chiefly from Trebizonde. 

B. caihartieus, the Purging Buckthorn, is indigenous to 
Britain. It is a stiff-branched shrub, 5 to 10 feet high. It has 
deciduous, yellowish green, ^-shaped leaves, toothed along the 
edges, and dense clusters of yellowish green flowers, which pro- 
duce a crop of little shining black berries about the size of peas ; 
they were formerly used in medicine as a purgative, and are 
still prescribed by herb doctors ; Syrup of Buckthorn is, however, 
a medicine in the British Pharmacopoeia. The pigment called 
Sap-green, or Bladder-green, is prepared by mixing tbe fresh 
juice of the ripe berries with alum, and evaporating to dryness ; 
it is in common use by water-colour painters ; tbe juice of the 
unripe berries is yeUow, and used by map-makers. Tbe bark 
yields a beautiful yellow dye, and, like the berries, is strongly 
purgative, and excites vomiting. 

B. Frangula, called the Alder Buckthorn, a stiff branching 
shrub 6 to 8 feet high, or sometimes with a single stem, assum- 
ing the character of a small tree, native of this country, and, 
with the last, growing in woods and uncultivated grounds. The 
bark of the branches and roots contain a yellow dye. Its 
greatest importance is that it makes the best charcoal, used for 
the manufacture of the finest gunpowder, and is known to the 
gunpowder makers as Dogwood. 

B. Alatemiu, an evergreen shrub, with smooth shining leaves, 
so m e t imes forming a small tree, attaining the height of 10 to 12 
feet» native of Southern Europe and Northern Africa. It has 
been introduced and cultivated in this country as an ornamental 
shmb since the beginning of tbe seventeenth century. 

B. vtUU and B. tMorofJumu are shrubs or small trees, natives 
CSiina ; th^ yield the fine green dye for silk, called “ Lo-kao,” 
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which is ezteiisively imported into this country and France in 
the form of cakes, called Chinese Green Indigo; it imparts 
beautiful shades of green to silk. These two species have, 
within the last twenty years, been introduced to this country, 
but are not sufficiently hardy to stand our severe winters with- 
out protection; they, however, might do so in the southern 
counties, and the south of Ireland. 

Bnckthom, Sea {EippophaS rhamnoidea), a bushy, spiny 
branched shrub, 2 to 4 feet high, of the Oleaster family 
(Elseagnaceae), with linear, alternate leaves, green above and 
silvery underneath. The fruit forms a succulent berry; it is 
acrid and poisonous. Native of the sea-shores of this country. 

Buckwheat^ or Brank {Fa^opymm eaadmtum), an annual 
plant of the Rhubarb family (Polygonacese), supposed to be a 
native of Central Asia, where it is extensively cultivated, but it 
has now become widely spread in most countries. It is largely 
cultivated in France, Holland, and the United States for its 
seeds, which are ground into meal and made into thin cakes. 
In this country its seeds are chiefly used for feeding pheasants. 
The husks are largely used for packing what are termed Dutch 
bulbs. 

Bnlblo Berry {Shepherdia argented), a low bush of the 
Oleaster family (Elaeagnacese), with pretty silvery lance-shaped 
leaves. It is found abundantly in the United States and many 
parts of North America. The berries are about the sixe of 
currants, and form a considerable portion of food to the Utah 
Indiana 

Bnlblo Onuw {Tripsaeum, daetyloidea), a strong -growing 
grass, native of North America, from Canada to Texae^ supplying 
a huge proportion of the food of wild buffaloea About fifty years 
ago it came into special notice in this country under the name of 
Gkuna Grass ; highly extolled for ffittening cattle and making the 
flesh rich. It was introduced to Kew by Tradescant in 1640 ; it 
is scarcely hardy, being much iigured in severe winters, there- 
fore it was not patronised as a fodder grass. 

Bagwwt {Cimioifttga fostida), a perennial of the Buttercup 
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family (Rantmculacete), native of Eastern Europe and Siberia. 
It is called Stinking Bugwort, and is used for destroying insects, 
particularly the pests from which it takes its name. 

Bnkknm-wood. (See Sappan-wood.) 

Boll Kdpt a seaweed common on the south coast of 
Australia, used as a food by the aboriginal natives. The party 
sent to King’s Island to bury the dead of the ill-fated ship 
Catarique, fell short of provisions, and lived upon this weed for 
several days. It has been described as exceedingly nutritious 
and fattening. 

Bnllace (Prunus insiiitia), a spiny shrub of the Plum 
fanuly (Drupacese), native of this country, growing in hedges and 
waste places. The fruit is larger than that of the sloe, and is 
palatable ; there is a variety with white berries, sold as white 
damsons. 

BuUodt's Heart (Anona reticulata). (See Custard Apple.) 

Bully TPee (Bumdia nigra), a large tree of the Star Apple 
&mily (Sapotacese), native of Jamaica, and indigenous to Bar- 
badoes. Its fruit is clammy, but of a sweet agreeable flavour. 
It is also called Bully Berry. The name Bully Tree is some- 
times applied to Sapota sideracylon and Myrsine lata. 

Bulnuh, Ckmuoon (Seirpus lacustrie), a marsh plant of the 
Sedge fSamily (Cyperaceae), it has cylindrical stems like the 
common rush, but stouter and taUer, often attaining the height 
of from 4 to 6 feet. It grows abundantly in ditches and on 
banks of rivers in this and other cormtiies of Europe and in 
Western Asia. It is extensively used for making mats and 
ropes, but more especially for chair-bottoms and hassocks. In 
this country in early times it was called Pool-rush. In Cali- 
fornia it is called Teele, and used for paper-making. Typha 
lalifolia is by some called Bulrush. (See Mace-reed.) 

Bnlnilll of the Rile. (Su Papyrus.) 

B u nkO Bi, a name in India for Spodiopogcn angust\foliu8, a 
glass of the Andropogon section of the Gr^ family (Gra- 
minacete). It is used in North-West India for malring ]K>pe8, 
also shoes, mata^ and other domestic utensils. 
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Bunt. {See Smut) 

Bunya Bunya. {See Araucaria.) 

Burdock {Arctium Lappa), a large rough-leaved perennial 
of the Composite family (Compositse), common in this country, 
growing on roadsides and waste places ; it is a troublesome 
weed in cultivated grounds. It has no special properties, but is 
interesting for its spiny flower-heads, the burs adhering to 
clothes, and affording a source to schoolboys and others of 
playing practical jokes. 

Burgrundy Pitch. {See Spruce Fir.) 

Burnet {Poterium \Sanguisorha’\ offiamcde), a perennial herb 
with winged leaves, belonging to the Burnet family (Sanguisor- 
baceae), producing branching flower-stems 3 feet high, and bearing 
oblong heads of reddish flowers. A smaU-sized variety is called 
the Lesser Burnet ; they are natives of this country, and are grown 
in gardens for their leaves, which are used in soups, salads, and 
for cooling drinks. 

Burweed {XarUhium spihomm), a rude-growing rough-leaved 
annual of the Composite family (Composite), native of Southern 
Europe ; it has been introduced into the Cape of Good Hope, 
and has become a serious evil to the sheep farmers by its 
prickles becoming fixed in the wool of the sheep. An Act has 
been passed by the Cape Parliament for its extirpatioa In the 
ITnited States Xanthium strumarium is in its young state often 
eaten by cattle ; its effect is to paralyse the heart, inducing 
torpor without pain or struggle. 

Bush Apple, a name in Australia for the fruit of Achras 
australis, a small tree of the Star Apple family (Sapotacese), 
native of extra-tropical Australia. 

Bussu. — This is a name given by the Indians to Manitsaria 
sa/scifera, a palm, native of the swamps of the Orinoco, also 
found in Trinidad. It is one of the few palms with entire 
leaves. The stem is stout and generally crooked, attaining the 
height of IS or more feet, the leaves which rise from its 
summit being 20 to 30 feet in length and 4 to 5 in vridth; when 
old the tops become split and ragged, but are stiff and stand 
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erect. The flowers are produced on a simple spadix 3 or 4 feet 
long, enclosed in a tough, brown spathe of an interwoven fibrous 
character, of which bags, caps, and such-like articles are made. 
Hie fimit is normallj three-sided, covered with blunt tubercles; 
it is of no special use. The leaves of this palm are the most 
important product, being used by the Indians for covering their 
huts, etc. 

Bntdiers’ Bropm (JSuscm acaUatut), a csespitose, stiff, erect 
spiny-leaved shrub of the Asparagus section of the Lily family 
(Uliacese), native of the southern parts of England and of 
Europe generally, on the sea-coasts. Its flowers are small, 
borne in a tuft on the under side of the stiff, spiny leaves. The 
fruit is red, about the size of a small cherry; it possesses but 
little economic value, except that the young shoots are tender 
and eaten like asparagus. Other species of Buscus common in 
gardens are R. hypophyllum and R. hypoglomim, low, bushy 
evergreen shrubs, natives of Europe. R. raeenwsus, a native of 
Portugal, differs ffom the preceding, as it produces its flowers in 
distinct racemes and not on the leaves; it is known by the 
name of Alexandria LaureL R. androgynm is a strong climbing 
species, native of Portugal This, again, differs from the other 
species in producing its flowers on the margin of the leaves. 

Batterenp. — Under this name the flowers of two or three 
species of Banunculus are known, namely — R. acris, R. bulboncs, 
and R. repens. They are common English plants of the Butter- 
cup family (Banunculacese), enlivening woods and meadows in 
the month of May with brilliant yellow flowers, called also 
King Cups and Gold Cups, and supposed to be the “ Cuckoo 
buds of yellow hue” of Shakespeare. They are acrid and blister- 
ing, often inflaming the month of cattle, as does also the annual 
com weed, R arvmsis. 

Batter Nut (Set Sonari Nut) 

Batter Treei, a name given to several trees whose fruits or 
haik yield a solid oily or fat(y substance, of which the following 
are die principal: — 1. Bemia hUyraeea, a middle-sized tree 
of the Star Apple femily (Sapotacess), native of Nepal and other 
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parts of India. By pressure the seeds yield a semi-solid oil, 
which thickens and becomes like lard ; it is used for culinary 
purposes, also for making soap, and by the natives of rank for 
anointing the body. It is sometimes called Chooree, and 
forms a considerable article of trade. The flowers abound in 
honey, scarcely difiering in the raw state from hive honey, 
except that it is more limpid. It is manufactured into sugar, in 
every respect equal to that of the sugar-cane. 2. Bassia 
latifolia, a tree 40 to 50 feet high and 6 to 7 feet in girth, native 
of Bengal and other parts of India. like the preceding, the seeds 
yield a fatty substance used as butter. The flowers become 
fleshy, and from them an ardent spirit is distilled. The flowers 
are eaten raw by the natives in the district of Circars, and are 
also dried and preserved, forming a considerable article of food. 
They have further been recently imported into this country for 
feeding pigs and poultry. A recent writer speaks of it thus : 
“Any one standing on the dry metamorphic Kharapoor 
Hills, in the district of Monghyr, 250 miles north-west of 
Calcutta, and looking on to the plains below, may see 100,000 
‘ Mabwa trees.’ Any one fresh from Calcutta would mistake 
these for Mango trees, whose crops are uncertain ; the Mahwa 
crop never fails. The part eaten is the succulent corollas 
which fall in great profusion from the trees in March and 
ApriL Then is the feasting time for the humbler members of 
creation — birds, squirrels, and tree shrews feast among the 
branches by day, whilst the poor villagers collect the corollas 
which fall to the ground on all sides ; nor does the feasting end 
with day, at sunset peacocks and jungle fowl steal out from the 
surrounding jungle to share the mahwa with deer and bears.” 
During the season of scarcity which prevailed at Behar 
during.1873-74, the mahwa crop, which was unusually abundant, 
kept thousands of poor people from starving. 3. Shea Butter 
(BtUyroipenmm JParki^, a tree, native of Westeru tropical Africa. 
It attains the height of from 60 to 90 feet, mid a circnmference 
of from 6 to 9 feet The leaves are large and bright green, the 
frruit is about the size of a peach, but more oblong, consisting of 
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sweet pulp and a bony seed witli a kernel, which, after being 
separated from the shell, is pounded and boiled, when a fatty 
substance swims on the top of the water, which is strained off, 
and when cold resembles butter. It was first brought into 
notice by Mungo Park, who found the trees abundant in the 
kingdom of Bambarra. It is an extensive article of trade with 
the natives, and forms an important food product It has the 
consistence of tallow, is quite white, and has a fatty, often rancid 
taste. It has recently become an article of trade with this coun- 
try for soap-making. 4 PetUadesma, huiyraua, a tree of the Gam- 
boge family (Guttiferse), native of Sierra Leone and other parts 
of Western tropical Africa. It attains the height of 30 or 40 
feet, and bears an ovoid fruit of a dark brown colour, containing a 
yellow, greasy juic^ which is used by the natives mixed with 
their food, but its strong turpentine flavour is not palatable 
to Europeans. It is sold as butter in the markets of Free- 
town, but it must not be confounded with Shea butter. 5. 
Cbignite, the Kaffir name of a substance obtained from Com- 
hretum butyraceum, a climbing shrub or tree of the Myrobalan 
family (Combretaceae), native of South-Eastern Africa. Tliis 
substance is white, hard, and somewhat aromatic, and is taken 
to Mozambique as an article of commerce. It is not known 
whether it is obtained from the kernel of the fruit or from the 
bark, but probebl}’’ the latter, and it is of a similar nature to the 
snlntance called Vegetable Glue produced by C. gtuiyea (which 
see). 

Bntterwort {Pinguieula vulgaris), a small perennial plant 
with oblong lanceolate leaves in the form of a rosette close 
to the ground, from which rises a slender stem bearing a 
single flower. It belongs to the fanuly of Bladderworts (Len- 
titolariacete), and is a native of this country, growing in 
boggy gronnd, and is also abundant in Scotland. Its leaves 
aie greasy to the touch, and have the property of coagulating 
milk. On account of flies and other insects adhering to the 
leaves it has recently been ranked with the sundews as a 
camvoroiu plant 
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Button Troo, a name in the West Indies for Conocarpu* 
erecta, a tree of the Mjrobalan family (Combretaceae). It has 
small flowers compacted in round heads, which are compared to 
buttons. It was introduced to this country in 1752, and grown 
in the hothouses at Kew, but is of no special use. 

Button • wood, a name in North America for Cephcdan- 
thu8 oecideviodis, a shrub of the Cinchona family (Bubiacese). 
It has simple opposite or whorled leaves and small yeUowish- 
white flowers, produced in round heads compared to buttons, 
and, like the preceding, is of no special use. It was introduced 
in 1735, and is hardy, but is not much patronised, except in 
botanic gardens. Button-wood is also a name for the wood of 
Platanus occiderUalis, a North American tree of the Plane family 
(Platanacese). 

Oabbagpe, the common name of Brassim oleraeea, a biennial 
of the Cruciferous family (Cruciferse), a native of the sea-shores 
of this country. In 1706 Dr. Peachy, in his Herbal, says it 
grows everywhere on the coast of England ; our people in such 
places eat it, preferring it to garden cabbage. It is considered 
by successive cultivation to be the parent of all the forms of the 
cabbage group now in general use for culinary purposes, of 
which the following are the principal : — 1. The common white 
cabbage ; 2. Bed cabbage ; 3. Savoys — these, when perfect, con- 
sist of solid masses formed by the leaves compactly enveloping 
one another; 4 Coleworts, a name applied to the different 
varieties of white cabbage before becoming solid ; 5. Borecole or 
Scotch Kale, has tall stems and loose leaves, often variously 
coloured ; 6. Curly greens, with tall stems and large heads of 
flnely-cut spreading leaves ; 7. Cauliflower — the heads of cauli- 
flower (so-caUed) consist of the metamorphosed condition of the 
flower ; 8. Broccoli, the head formed in the same way as cauli- 
flower; 9. Cow or Jersey cabbage, a tall, slender-stemmed 
variety of the common cabbage, growing in Jersey, sometimes 
attaming the height of 10 to 12 feet, terminated by a head of 
compacted leaves. When dry, the stem is very light and firm, and 
walking-sticks are made of it As already stated, the whole of 
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the above are coiuddered to have sprung from the wild cabbage ; 
bat there is no record of when or how they came to assume their 
respective forms. Some of the varieties are supposed to have 
been introduced to this country by the Bomans. The cauli- 
flower and broccoli are recorded to have been cultivated in France 
and Italy in the middle of the sixteenth century. 

OabbRge Bark Tree, a name in the West Indies for Andira 
inermis, a tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae). Its bark 
has a very disagreeable smell, and is used as a worm powder, 
but requires caution in its use, as it is highly narcotic. 

Cabbage, Kerguelen’s Land [Pringlea anliseorbiUicd), is one 
of the most remarkable plants of the Cruciferous family. It is 
a native of the uninhabited and inhospitable island called Ker- 
guelen’s Land, situated in the Southern Ocean 48° S., where it is 
a most conspicuous plant, and where only it is found. It closely 
resembles the common cabbage, being nearly as large, having a 
firm head and white heart It is found in great abundance, and 
is highly valuable as a vegetable to the crews of ships touching 
there. It is chiefly distinguished from cabbage by the nature 
of its seed-vessels and seeds. 

Cabbage Palm {Areca olercum), a Common palm of the 
West Indies. It has a slender stem, and grows to a great 
height This and others of the same nature are called Cabbage 
Palms on account of their young unexpanded leaves being used 
as a vegetable. To obtain this insignificant morsel these noble 
txees, some a htmdred years old, and 100 feet high, have to be 
cut down. 

Ptyeho^MrvM (SeaforOiid) degans is the cabbage palm of 
New South Wales ; it, with the elegant Fan Palm (Livistona 
audraliB), Tree Ferns, Cedar {Cedrtid), Gigantic Nettle, and 
o&er remarkable trees of tropical aspect, formed the primeval 
forests of the Blawarra district of New South Wales ; and 
although a hundred years have not passed since first seen by 
civilised num, they are now fast disappearing ; remnants only 
remaining in places where the plough has not reached. 

OtOM. {Set Chocolate Nut) 
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Cactus, a name originally given by Theophrastus (b.c. 288) 
to a spiny plant ; but what that plant was modem investigation 
has failed to ascertain. Linnseus adapted it for the name of a 
genus of spiny plants, which in modem botany represents the 
Cactus family (Cactacefie), of which there are many species. The 
whole, with one or two exceptions, are natives of the West 
Indian Islands and the American continent, where they are 
found in greater or less abundance in the different regions, from 
the Rocky Mountains and Oregon in the North, and Chili and 
Paraguay in the SoutL They grow on rocks and in hot dry 
sterile places; some love moisture, growing on trees. They vary 
greatly in size and form. On account of the substance of which 
they are formed consisting of soft fleshy matter, they are called 
succulent plants. Their leafless and unplant -like forms led 
them to become early objects of curiosity in this country. C. 
Ojnintia is recorded as having been cultivated in his garden by 
John Gerard at Holbom before 1596. In Aiton^s Hortus Kewenm, 
published 1789, twenty-two species are recorded, and in the 
second edition, 1813, this number was only increased by two. 
They not only formed objects of curiosity in botanic gardens, 
but also in the hothouses of many private gardens. About 
1830, species chiefly of the section Echinocactvs began to be 
introduced from Mexico, which were patronised by a few rich 
amateurs, not only in this country, but also on the Continent, 
who vied with each other in the possession of new importations, 
and prices as high as £10, £20, or even £30, were given for single 
plants. This mmia lasted only the lifetime of the original ama- 
teurs, and private collections of CacteoR in this country are now for 
the most part a thing of the past. About 800 species of Caeteas are 
described in books, of which upwards of 700 names are recorded 
in nurserymen’s catalogues. This number is consequent on 
different naihes being given to the same species by different 
authors, and the various forms of the same being also described 
as distmct species. During the above period the Eew collection 
was greatly increased by purchases, as also by exchanges ; but, 
after much trouble and expense, the collection in its best days 
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consisted of only 250 forms sufficiently distinct to be considered 
as species. Their various forms, with their slight differences in 
the character of their flowers, led modem botanists to classify 
the allied species into groups considered by some equivalent to 
genera, of which the following are the principal : — 1. Ccretis — 
This has become a familiar name, by including the well-known 
creeping and night-flowering Cereus, as also the erect species 
called Torch Thistles. 2. Opuntia — Under this are included the 
prickly Pear and Indian Fig. 3. Epiphyllum — ^This differs from 
the preceding in having broad flat leaf-like branches jointed 
upon one another, flowers show}% crimson or scarlet, or creamy 
white, of which there are varieties. They form conspicuous 
objects at Horticultural Shows. By some botanists several 
species of this group are separated under the name of Phyllo- 
cactiLS, 4 . Mdocacius — Melonthistles. 5 . Echinocactm — Hedge- 
hog Thistle. 6. Mamiliaria — Mammal or Nipple Thistles. 7. 

Mistletoe Cactae, so called from growing on trees, 
and the berries of some of the species being white like mistletoe 
berries. They have slender cord -like, or jointed stems and 
branches, or they are broad and leaf-like, 8. Pereskia — Bar- 
badoes Gooseberry (which see). The particulars of the useful 
species in the preceding group will be found under their respec- 
tive common names. 

Oaden, an Indian name for the palm PJuenix sylvestriB. 

Oa^jUf a name in some parts of South America for the 
gam obtained from Anacardium ocdderUale. {See Cashew 
Not.) 

Ottflfre and Hottentot Bread is obtained by burying the 
stems in the ground, of several species of Zamia, a genus of the 
Cycas family (Cycadacese), natives of South Africa. After lying 
in the ground for a few months, the mucilaginous centre, which 
is like sago, is taken out, dried, and made into cakeb, like bread. 
The nanm Caffie Bread is also applied to the plant of Encejfiwr 
lartM Coffer. {8u Zamia.) 

Oaffine Jtottar* {Su Glue V^table.) 

Oalwttfl^ in Peru the name of the fhiit of Loewna eamito, 
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a large tree of the Star Apple family (SapotaceaB). The fruit is 
about 3 inches long, similar to the Sappodilla Plum, but the 
pulp is softer, and superior in point of flavour. 

Ol^epnt Oil {Melaleuca minor), a moderate-sized tree of the 
Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), native of the islands of the Indian 
Archipelago, and Eastern and Northern Australia. It is called 
the White Tree on account of the colour of its bark, which is 
white and in layers, like thin paper. It is used by the natives 
for many domestic purposes. The leaves of the tree, which are 
smooth and myrtle-like, by fermentation and distillation yield a 
green oil known as Cajeput. It is highly valued in medicine 
as a carminative, stimulant, sudorific, and antispasmodic ; also 
extemaUy in chronic rheumatism, and is much used as a cure for 
cholera. A species of Melaleuca, with white papery bark 
(probably M, minor), is described by Drummond as growing 
in West Australia. 

Oalaba Tree, a name in the West Indies for Calophyllum 
Calaha, a tree of the Gamboge family (Guttiferse), native of the 
West Indies and Brazil, a stout tree attaining a height of fipom 50 
to 60 feet, with opposite, long, elliptical leaves, generally notched 
at the apex, and bearing short racemes of sweet-scented flowers. 
The fruit is drupe-like, containing a single seed, which yields an 
oil fit for lamps. In Brazil the wood is called Santa Maria 
Wood. Some years ago it was imported for shipbuilding, but 
has since been discarded. 

Calabar Bean {Physostigma venenosum), a trifoliate leaved 
climber of the Bean family (Leguminosse), having a woody 
stem 2 inches in diameter, attaining a great length. The pods 
are about 6 or 7 inches long, and contain several seeds of a 
kidney shape, about an inch in length, of a dark chocolate brown 
colour, approaching black. They are highly poisonous. The 
plant is a native of Old Calabar, and is there used by the natives 
as an ordeal, and is generally known as the Ordeal Bean of Old 
Calabar. In 1864 a quantity of these beans was imported into 
Liverpool, and not finding a mcarket, they were thrown away on 
a rubbish heap. Some of them were afterwards found some 
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childrsn, and weie eaten by them, fatal results ensuing in some 
instances. Calabar Bean is chiefly used in ophthalmic cases, as it 
causes contraction of the pupil of the eye in certain diseases. 
It is also occasionally used internally in cases of tetanus, epi- 
lepsy, and other affections of the nerves. 

ffftlahMh (Cresctntia cujete), a weU-knowntree of the section 
Crescentiem, of the family Bignoniacese, wild, and cultivated 
throughout the West Indies and tropical America. It is a rude 
branching tree, attaining a height of 20 to 30 feet, with simple 
leaves, or often three together on a broad leaf-stalk. This and 
C. eumrbitina are most important for the purposes to which the 
shdls of their fruit are applied ; the first has a globose fruity 
varying in size from a few to 18 inches in diameter ; that of the 
latter being more oval and oblong, and also of various sizes. 
When perfect the shells become hard, and are used for various 
domestic utensils — such as cups, water-bottles, spoons, and the 
like. The pulp, in which the seed lies, is used by negroes as a 
medicine. 

Oalalmr Xree, a name in tropical America for MuiUingia 
CaUbura, a member of the lime Tree family (Tiliacete). In St. 
Domingo the wood is used for staves, and cords are made from 
the best 

OalahnlBt a general name in many parts of South America 
for certain ferns, which are considered to be efficacious in 
syphilis. The principal being Phlebodiim aureum, CampyUmeu- 
ro* phylliiide$, and Polystiekum eoriaeeum, 

OaltmMHter-wood {Diotpyros pucesUa), a large tree of the 
Ebony fiunily (Ebenacese), native of Ceylon, having beautiful 
hard wood, much prized for making boxes and other ornamental 
aitidles. 

OalandMO-wood {Aloexylon AgtdlMlam), a tree of the Bean 
family (L^ruminoste), said to attain the height of 60 feet native 
of CSochin China. The wood is highly odoriferous, and is much 
eeteemed in peifrimeiy. It is one of the trees called Eagle-wood 
(vrliieb see). 

flalaasni. fiiPMk (Andnpogcn edaum armatiau), a peren- 
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nial tufted grass, native of India. It yields an aromatic oil 
used in perfumery. 

Oaloedlariat a now familiar botanical name for a genus 
of plants of the Figwort femUy (Scrophulariacese), containing 
many species, annuals, perennials, or herbaceous plants not 
exceeding 1 to 2 feet in height; the greater number have yellow 
flowers, a few purple. They are great favourites as greenhouse 
plants, as well as for summer flower-beds, and many fine hybrid 
varieties have been raised. They are all natives of South 
America, and are of modem introduction. Fifty years ago the 
only species known were C. pinnata and C. FoAergUlii. The 
latter, a native of the Falkland Islands, is among the prettiest 
of wild flowers on that inhospitable group. The name Calceo- 
laria, which is derived from calceus, a little slipper, is given on 
account of the lower lip of the flowers being in the form of a 
shoe or pouch. 

Oallopisma, a genus of herbs of the Gentian family (Gentia- 
nacem), of which two species are mentioned by Dr. Gardner as 
making the fields gay about Goyaz, a province of Brazil It is 
highly bitter, and is used by the natives as a tonic, and in fevers. 
It is collected when in full flower, and bundles of it are to be 
seen hanging up to diy against almost every house. 

OaltropB {Tribvius terrestris), a low trailing aimual plant 
with conjugate leaves, and capsular spiny fruit of the Bean 
Caper family (Zygophyllacem), native of Southern Europe and 
Syria. When perfect, the spines of the fruit are hard and stiff, 
and are a great annoyance to the incautious traveller, hence the 
English name Caltrops ; and it is supposed by some to be the 
thistles of Sk Matthew, who says — ^“Do men gather grapes of 
thonu or figs of thistles f" 

Oaltrops, Water. (See Chestnut, Water.) 

Oalnxnba^ American (Frazera Walteri), a biennial herb of 
the Gentian family (Gentianaceee), native of North America. 
Its root is an excellent bitter, equal to that of Gentian ; but if 
taken in excess it is emetic and cathartic. It has been imported 
to this country under the name of American Oalumba Boot 
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Oalnmba, False (Cosdnium/enestraium), a climbing shrub of 
the Moon-seed family (Menispermaceae), a native of Ceylon; the 
stmn 'raries from 1 to 4 inches in diameter, is veiy porous, and 
of a yellowish colour. Some years ago a laige quantity was 
imported into London, cut in slices, and sold as Calumba root; 
but its hard and woody texture makes it readily distinguishable 
from the true Calumba root. A yellow dye is extracted from it. 

Oalnmba Boot {Jateorhisa Calurnba), a climbing shrub of 
the Moon-seed family (Menispermaceae), native of the East Coast 
of Africa. In Mozambique its roots form a considerable article 
of trade. They may be compared to parsnips, but aie very 
much larger, more cylindrical, and grow in clusters, slanting to 
the ground. They are cut in slices, dried and strung, and are of 
a yellowish colour. In this state they form the Calumba root 
of conunerce, much prized for its medicinal qualities. It was 
first known in this country by specimens having been received 
from Colombo in Ceylon (hence its name), but which had been 
originally received there from Mozambique. 

Camel Thmi ijllhagi eamdoruvi), a shrub of the Bean 
family (L^uminosse). (See Manna.) 

OamM Tree (Aeaeia giraffai), a thorny tree of the Bean 
family (Leguminosa:), native of South Africa; its spreading 
branches are always a uniform distance from the ground, con- 
sequent upon all within reach beit^ eaten by the giraffes. 

Camellia {Camdlia japoniea ). — This well-known shrub 
bdongs to the Tea family (Ternstroemiacese), and is a native of 
China and Japan, introduced before 1740 by Lord James Petre, 
a celebrated introducer of new plants. The first introduced was 
the aingle red, which was soon followed by the double red, double 
white, anemone flowered or Warratab, double striped and others. 
Daring the first half of the present century many fine new 
varieties have been raised, and camellias became amongst the 
most important trade plants, both in this country and on the 
Ccmtinent. 

C. Satoftgua is a small -leaved qpecies attaining a height 
of 12 to 15 feet» with small single white flowers. It is often 
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planted as a shelter for tea plants, and its leaves are frequently 
mixed with tea. The flowers are sweet-scented, and the Chinese 
have an idea that they scent the tea leaves. The seeds of 
Camellia contain an oil which is much used for domestic purposes 
in China. 

Oamomile or Olmiiioinile (Anthemis nobilis), a perennial 
much-branched herb with daisy-like flowers ; it belongs to the 
Composite family (Compositse). It is a native of Britain, and 
is extensively cultivated for its flower-heads. It is extremely 
bitter, and is highly prized as a tonic, Chamomile tea being 
well known to restore the appetite. . The flowers are also used 
in fomentations. 

Oamphire. — The sweet-smeUing Camphire of Solomon is 
asserted to be Lawsonia alba, a shrub of the family Lythracese, 
native of Western Asia, I^ypt, and the African coasts of the 
Mediterranean ; it has also become indigenous in India. It was 
in ancient repute as a cosmetic under the Arabic name of Henna. 
The leaves are powdered and made into a paste, and used in 
Egypt for colouring the finger nails and the hair and beard, 
imparting a yellow colour, which is considered to add to the 
beauty. The manes of horses have even been coloured with it. 
This practice has descended from very remote ages, as proved by 
the fact of Heima having been f9und in Egyptian mummies. In 
Jamaica it has become naturalised and is called Jamaica Mignon- 
ette. It is cultivated in Egjrpt, and bunches of its flowers are 
sold in the streets of Cairo, their scent being like that of roses. 
In its wild state it is sometimes spiny, and is known under the 
names of L. epinosa and L. alba, but they are now considered to 
be forms of only one species. 

Oamphor, Ckmunon, of Ohixiak is the produce of Cinnamo- 
mum Camphora, a tall tree of the Laurel family (Lauracese), 
with ovate, acuminate, smooth, ribbed, evergiuen leaves, a native 
of China and Japan. The roots, stem, and leaves of the tree 
have an aromatic odour, and contain the substance called 
Camphor, which is obtained in two ways ; first, by cutting up the 
whole of the tree into amulT pieces and boiling them in a ttou|^ 
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over which are placed inverted bowls, the steam rising into these 
bowls carries with it the camphor, which is deposited and forms 
into masses or crystals. The other process is by placing chips 
of the wood and branches in covered iron vessels, in the covers 
of which are placed cut up straw and rashes. Heat is then 
applied, the camphor volatilises and condenses on the straws ; 
it is scraped off and purified, forming the crude camphor of 
commerce. 

Oamphor, Sumatra and Bomeaii, the produce of Dryo- 
haUmops aronuUiea, a tree of the Dipterocaipacete family, 
found chiefly in Sumatra and Borneo. It is a noble 
tree, often growing to a height of 90 feet before branch- 
ing. The bark separates from the stem in large flakes. 

The foliage is very dense, forming a fine bead. To obtain tlie 
camphor the tree is felled and cut into blocks, which are split 
longitudinally, when the camphor is found in a concrete state in 
the fissures of the wood, it is white and transparent The 
quantity yielded depends upon the age of the tree ; middle-aged 
trees yield firom 10 to 12 lbs. A more or less quantity 

of essential oil is also found in the cavities of the wood, 

which on being crystallised, yields some resin, and a small 
quantity of camphor. This camphor and oil are highly 
valued in China and Japan, as also in Borneo and Sumatra, 
and are used chiefly for medical purposes in various ways, 
and for various complaints, and also for embalming the bodies 
of the rajahs. 

Another kind of camphor is obtained from Blumea laUam- 
ifera, a herb of the Aster section of Composite, a native of 
China, India, and other countries of Eastern Asia. It is stated 
that £3000 worth of this camphor is annually used in tlie 
manufacture of Indian ink, to which it imparts its peculiar 
scent In China this kind of camphor is called “ Ngai,” and 
is also said to be derived from a species of ArUmitia, 

Ot^mrood, or Barwood (Saphui a tree of the Bean 

ftudly (L^guminosse), native of Western tropical Africa, attain- 
«« • lunaht of 40 or more feet Its wood is red, and is laigely 
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imported into this country for the purpose of dyeing 'woven 
fabrics, especially English Bandana handk^hiefs. 

'Canada Balaam. (See Balm of Gilead Fir.) 

Canadian Bice (^Zizania aqvAitica), a floating grass growing 
in lakes in Canada and some parts of the United States. Canoes 
ace employed in collecting the grain, which forms a staple 
article of food for the Indian tribes, and also for the white man, 
and is considered more nutritious than ordinary rice {(hyza 
scUiva). The stems are used for making paper. Some years ago 
its cultivation was attempted in the fens of Lincolnshire, 'with 
the intention of popularising it as a food for the poor, but it 
failed. 

Canary Flower {Tropceolum peregrinum), an annual of the 
Indian Cress family (Tropaeolacese). It is a native of New 
Grenada, and is a favourite arbour plant in this country, pro- 
ducing numerous very sho'wy yellow flowers. 

Canary Seed (Fhalaris canarimsis), an upright annual 
grass 2 to 2| feet high, a native of this coimtry, but rara It 
is cultivated chiefly in East Kent for the sake of its seeds, 
which are used for feeding cage-birds. It is also largely im- 
ported from Barbary, Turkey, and Holland. 

Canary Wood, the name of the wood of Fersea indiea 
and F. canariensis, fine evergreen trees of the Laurel family 
(Lauracem), natives of the Canary Islands and Madeira. 

Candle Nut {AleurUes triloba), a tree of the Spurgewort 
family (Euphorbiacese), about 30 feet high, 'with simple lobed 
leaves, native of most warm countries throughout India, Malay, 
Japan, and the whole of the islands of the Pacific Ocean, where 
it is cultivated for the sake of its fruit, which is about 2 inches 
in diameter, and contains a hard nut, which has the flavour of a 
walnut, and yields a large quantity of oil, which is extensively 
used in many of the Polynesian islands. In the Hawaiian 
group the entire kernels are strung on a stick, and lighted as a 
candle ; this is also done in India, where the oil is much used. 
It is imported into this country for candle-makii^ and is sa^ 
to be equal to sesame or rape oils. 
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Oandto Tree {Parmentiera eerdfcra), a tree of the Calabash 
family (Bignoniaceie), attuning the height of 20 feet, native of 
the forests of Panama. It has trifoliate leaves, and fruit ftom 
3 to 4 feet in length and about 1 inch in diameter, of a 
yellowish colour, hanging from the tree so as to present the 
appearance of wax candles, and in such abundance as to give 
the idea of a chandler’s Abop, whence it has received the name 
of Candle Tree. They are much used as food for cattle, which 
fatten on them, but their continued use imparts an apple-like 
taste to the flesh. 

Oandlebeny Myrtle, a common name for the species of 
Myrica, tiie type of the family M 3 Ticacese. Their berry -like 
fruit is covered with a waxy secretion, which is obtained by 
placing the berries in boiling water; the wax then floats on 
the surface, and is skimmed off; it hardens, and candles are 
made of it in the countries in which the species are found. 
1. M. cerifera is a North American species, and is also recorded 
to be a native of New Grenada, where it is much valued. 2. M. 
carolinenais, a native of Carolina; of this species it is stated 
that 4 lbs. of berries will yield 1 lb. of wax. 3. M, Faya is a 
strong-growing shrub or small tree, native of the Azores. 4. M. 
cordi/olia and other species, natives of the Cape of Good Hope. 
5. M. Gale, native of this countT>% 

Oandla Bark {Candla alba), a tree of the family Canellaceie, 
native of the West Indies and South Florida. Its bark is aro- 
matic, and is used as a tonic. It is also called White-wood and 
.Wild Cinnamon. 

OaDM are represented by the genus Calamtis, of which there 
are a considerable number of species, such as Calamus rotang, 
C. rudmtum, C. verm, and others. These are wing-leaved palms, 
with slender reed-like stems, growing to a great length, from 150 
to 200 feet, and even 400 feet, spreading over trees, and scram- 
bling in every direction. The stems and foot-stalks of the leaves 
of most of the qpecies are furnished with stiff-hooked prickles, 
which support their slender stems in their scrambling growth 
Th^ ate applied to many purposes, such as making baskets 
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bats, mats, etc., and also for ropes and suspension bridges.. They 
are largely imported into this country, under the name of 
Eattans, for making chair bottoms and other wicker-work 
purposes. 

Other species of the same genus grow erect, and may pro- 
perly be called Canes, the most conspicuous being C. scipionum, 
the stems of which, when polished, are of a chestnut brown 
colour, and form the fashionable Malacca canes. It does not 
come from Malacca, but from Siak, on the opposite coast of 
Sumatra. 

Cannibal Apple {Solanum anthrcpophagomm), a soft, bushy 
shrub of the Nightshade family (Solanaceae), attaining the height 
of 6 feet, having dark-green leaves similar to those of the love 
apple. It is a native of Fiji, where its fruit figures in the 
cannibal feasts of the natives. 

Cannon-ball Tree {Couroupita guianensis\ a large tree of 
the Monkey-pot family (Lecythideje), native of Guiana. Its 
large white flowers are produced in clusters on the stem and 
branches. Its fruit resembles a ball 6 to 8 inches in diameter, 
of a hard woody texture, surrounded by a circular scar near the 
centre, which marks the separation, of the Kmb of the calyx. 
The seeds are numerous, embedded in pulp, which when fresh 
is of an agreeable flavour, but when dried or exposed to the air 
has a most abominable odour, which it retains for years. 

Canva4!. {See Hemp.) 

Caoutchouc, better known by the name of India-rubber, is 
the thickened milky juice of trees, principally of the Bread-fruit,, 
Mulberry, Dogbane, SwaUowwort, and Spurgewort families, 
the original and still greatest quantities being obtained fium one 
or two species of Hevea^ a genus of the latter famfly. They are 
lofty trees, natives of North Brazil, Guiana, and different parts 
of Central America, Eevea hrasUiensis being the best known. 
It is a tree attaining the height of 50 to 100 feet, and has 
smooth trifoliate leaves, similar in size and form to those of the 
scarlet-runner. The flowers are inconspicuous, unisexual, and 
borne m loose panicles. The fruit is a three-valved capsule, con- 
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three seeds. It is found throughout the lower r^ons 
of the Amason, and is abundant on many islands of that great 
river. During the wet season these islands are flooded, but as 
soon as the water subsides they are tenanted by numerous 
Indians and their families, whose occupation is the collecting 
of Caoutchouc. The milky juice is obtained by making deep 
vertical and slanting incisions in the bark of the trees ; flowing 
from the wounds, it follows their downward course, and is 
caught in vessels at the lower end of the vertical incisions. 
By exposure to the air it thickens and becomes like a creamy 
paste ; a coating of it is then laid on clay moulds, which are 
suspended over slow fires. When the first coat is dry a second 
is added, and so on, coat after coat, till the required thickness is 
attained. When the drying is completed the mass is removed 
from the mould, and is the raw India-rubber of commerce, its 
blackness being partly owing to the smoke it absorbs while 
drying, and partly to exposure to the air. In Nicaragua and 
other parts it is made into flat cakes, and hung up to dry 
without artificial heat 

The original use of this substance by the Indians was to 
make water-vessels for domestic use, and for that purpose it 
was dried on clay moulds in the form of bottles, in which form 
it was first brought and still comes occasionally to this country. 
Our earliest knowledge of this important article dates from the 
discovery of America. We learn from history that the natives 
of St Domingo were seen by Columbus playing games with 
elastic balls, and that the Mexicans had shoes and clothes rrrade 
of an elastic substance. The first accurate information of this 
substance was from M. Condamine, a French naturalist and 
tiaveUer, in 1735. About 1750, specimerrs of it appear to have 
bemi received in Paris, and in 1772 it is recorded as having been 
add in London. It is described by Dr. Priestly as an excellent 
article for robbing out pencil- lines from paper, and coming 
frcHu tile " Indies,” it became familisrly known as “ India-rubber.” 
For fifty years from the above date it was scarcely used for any 
othm* ptupoee. Experimentalists were, however, not idle, and 
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before the end of the centniy it was employed in rendering 
woren fabrics waterproof; bat on account of its stiffness in 
cold, and its stickiness in hot weather, it did not meet with 
patronage. In 1820 it was, however, more successfol, being 
interwoven with cotton and other fabrics in making articles of 
elastic dress, such as stockings, braces, garters, bands, and the 
like. Three years later it was again used to make waterproof 
clothing, which attained more success than the first, being less 
influenced by changes of temperature. In 1842, being 350 
years from the time it was first seen by Columbus, the dis- 
covery was made that India-rubber possessed the power of 
absorbing sulphur, which rendered it unaffected by extremes of 
ordinary temperature, even by that of boiling water, and that it 
could be made to assume any degree of texture, from a' thin 
elastic membrane to the rigidity, and even to the hardness and 
solidity of iron. In its sulphuretted state it received the name 
of Vulcanised India-rubber. This discovery has led to many 
patents being obtained for. its use in the manufacture of all 
kinds of useful articles, from the transparent membrane of the 
toy balloon to the wheels of carriages, machineiy, and railway 
carriage buffers. Go where we will some application of Caout- 
chouc is almost sure to meet the eye, and its uses are continually 
on the increase. Eich and poor, young and old, all share in the 
benefits derived from the extended use of this remarkable 
material ; and it may be weU said that no vegetable substance 
has been more prolific for useful appliances in domestic 
economy. The rubber from Hevea trasilimsis is in commerce 
known as Para Bubber. 

2. Central American Bubber is the produce of CastUloa 
elaMim, a lofty forest tree of the Bread-fruit family (Arto- 
carpacese), the stem of some trees near the ground measur- 
ing 10 to 12 feet in circumference, and having leaves feet 
long and 7 inches broad, sinuated towards the base, pubescent on 
both sides ; the female flowers consist of numerous ovaries, seated 
in a kind of perianth, formed of scales which become fleshy, 
and uniting, form a drupe-like fruit It is a native of South 
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Mexico, Nicaiagoa, New Grenada, Bolivia, and other conntries 
of Central' America. In some of these countries the elastic 
juice is obtained by tapping; in others the trees are cut down, 
and rings are made in the stems at certain distances by cutting 
out a few inches of the bark ; the trunk is then raised to a certain 
angle, and v^sels are placed under each ring into which the milk 
flows ; it soon thickens by exposure to the air, but it is hastened 
by adding the juice of the Convolvulaceous plant Ipomoea honor 
nox, and instead of being put into moulds like the Para rubber, 
it is made into sheets and hung up to dry, when it is called 
Sheet-rubber. 

3. Ceara, or Scrap -rubber of commerce, is the produce 
of Manihot Glaziovii, a thick-stemmed, low tree, with thick, 
short branches, and palmately-divided leaves, belonging to the 
Euphorbiacete. It is a native of Ceara, a province of North 
Brazil ; about 1000 tons of this rubber are exported anniiaUy. 

4 Borneo Rubber is the produce of a species of Willvghleia, 
formerly described as Urceola ela^ica, a large climber of the 
Dogbane family (Apocynacetu), native of the islands of the Malay 
Archipelago; although a climber, the main stem becomes as 
thick as a man’s body, and yields a large quantity of milky sap, 
charged with Caoutchouc. 

5. East Indian is the produce of Ficus eloslica, a middle-sized 
tree of the Mulberry family (Moracese), native of India, and 
plentiful in Assam ; it is a much-branched tree, with large shining 
dliptical leaves ; it produces a quantity of Caoutchouc, which, 
however, is not so valuable as the American. In greenhouses in 
this country the plant is well known by the name of India-rubber 
Tree, end its leaves are greatly valued for skeletonising. 

6. African. In East and West tropical Africa Caoutchouc 
is produced by several species of Landdphia, a genus of the 
Dogbane fiunily (Apocynacese). Z. Owariensis is a large creeper, 
with a stem 4 to 5 inches in diameter, which divides into 
branches ; it has large snow-white, sweet-smelling flowers ; the 
fruit is the size of an orange, with a hard shell, containing a 
sweety latbar acidulous pulp, which is eaten by the nativea 
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7. Madagascar Bubber is the produce of lamdolpMa gwm- 
mifera, a large climber of the same family as the* preceding, 
with opposite, smooth, elliptical, blunt leaves ; the flowers are 
large, white, and produced in cymes ; the fruit is round or pear- 
shaped, filled with granular pulp, with bean-like seeds ; the stems 
contain a quantity of Caoutchouc of very good quality. 

8. Cryptost^ia grandijlora, a climber of the Swallowwort 
family (AsclepiadaceaB), native of India. Its milky juice con- 
tains Caoutchouc, but, although the plant is very common, it is 
doubtful whether its collection would pay. 

9. Mangava or Mangabeira, a Brazilian name for Hancornia 
speciosa, a small tree of the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae), 
having drooping branches, with small oblong leaves. The flowers 
are sweet- smelling; the fruit is a large globular fleshy berry, 
with numerous seeds, and, like the whole plant, exuding a milky 
juice; it is wholesome, and considered by the Brazilians a 
delicious fruit. The milk of the tree when exposed to the air 
hardens, and becomes Caoutchouc. In 1880 the importation of 
India-rubber from all sources amounted to 166,459 cwts. 

Many other plants might be noticed producing Caoutchouc, 
but as most of them are of small size, as compared to those 
mentioned, the collection requires much time, and not being 
remunerative, they are therefore neglected. Of late years the 
great demand for India-rubber and the destruction of trees to 
obtain it has led the Indian Government to endeavour to intro- 
duce the American Caoutchouc trees into India, which has been 
successfully accomplished during the last few years by the 
exertions of Mr. Robert Cross, who in 1875 was sent to America 
for plants of Castilloa elastica. These were brought to Kew, 
where they were fully established and propagated, and ulti- 
mately sent to Ceylon and India, where they are thriving ; and in 
1876 Mr. Cross was despatched to the Amazon for plcmts %iffevea 
hrasUiensis, 1000 of which were also brought to Kew, together 
with plants of the Ceora scrap rubber, which, with the preceding, 
are now flourishing in Ceylon and India. It is therefore prob- 
able that in time these trees mil be yielding rubber in ouch 
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quaatitieB u to greatly lessen our dependence upon the supply 
fiNun America. 

Oape Oottoa Sbrnb^ A name in New South Wales for 
OomjAoearpm fruHeoms, a milky stemmed small shrub of the 
Swallowwort family (Asdepiadacese), a native of Southern Africa, 
extending northward to £g 3 q>t, also found in Western Asia. 
It early became naturalised in New South Wales, and about 
fifty years ago a speculator expected to turn it to good account 
as a ncD^ cotton plant ; its fruit is a follicle completely filled 
with fine silky hairs, which do not adhere in weaving like 
that of true cotton ; he, however, made white hats of it, which 
were spoilt by the first rainfall Consequently its use was 
abandoned. 

Oapo Weed, a name given to Jtoccella tinctoria. {See 
OrchiL) 

Caper Bush (Capparis spinosa), the type of the Caper family 
(Capparidacese), a stifl" prickly-branched shrub 3 or 4 feet high, 
with simple deciduous leaves. It is a plant of the desert 
throughout Western Asia, Egyi)t, North Africa, and South 
Europe, growing in rocky places and very common on old walls 
and mins. It is extensively cultivated in France and other 
parts of Southern Europe for the sake of its fiower-buds, wliich 
are collected before expansion, and preserved in vinegar, form- 
ing the well-known culinary adjunct Capers. 

An allied species is Capparis sodada, a remarkable bush, 
occupying large tracts of country in Central Africa, marking the 
transition firom the desert to the more fertile regions of the 
south, and prevailing especially about Timbuctoo. The currant- 
like fruit is eaten fresh as well as dried. The root is used by the 
Mohammedans as a preservative for the teetli, and when burnt 
salt is obtained. 

O^ar, Falsa (JEuphoidna lathynu), a strong growing, milky 
perennial plant of the Spuigewort family (Euphorbiacese), from 
2 to 3 feet high, having willow-like g^ucous leaves, native of 
France and Italy and grown in gardens in this country under 
the name ot Caper Bush. The fniit is a tbree-ceUed green- 
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coloured capsule, and has been mistaken and used through 
ignorance as capers ; like the rest of the EupharUiM, the fruit 
is acrid and poisonous. 

Oapillaire, a syrup made in Italy from the fronds of 
AdiarUvm CapUlus-ven&ris, generally known as the Maiden- 
hair Fern, a pretty species growing on rocks in South Europe, 
and in the same situation on the east and west coasts of this 
country, but rare, and also found in the Isle of Arran. Many 
medical virtues are ascribed to Capillaire by Dioscorides and 
ancient writers, but as a medicine it is now obsolete except as a 
remedy for coughs. Capillaire is largely advertised at the pre- 
sent day as a hair-producer. Its principal use at the present 
time is for making a refreshing drink, which is diluted with 
water before use. Most of the Capillaire sold in London is 
composed chiefly of syrup flavoured with orange flowers. 

CapsiCQin, a genus of the Nightshade family (Solanacese). 
C. atmuum, is supposed originally to have been a native of some 
part of South America, but is now cultivated in all tropical 
regions. It is an annual plant, attaining a height of about 
12 or 18 inches. It is too tender for successful outdoor cul- 
tivation in this country, but succeeds well and produces fine fruit 
under glass. There are several varieties, their fruit varying in shape 
and colour, being either long or short podded, red or yellow, 
all of which are known under the name of Pod Pepper. There 
are some very distinct varieties considered by some authors as 
species, such as Cherry Pepper {Capsicum cerasifonne); Bird 
Pepper (C. haceatum)-, Bell Pepper {C. grossum) ; Spur Pepper 
{C. fnUescens), which are aU more or less grown in different 
countries, and extensively used in cookery in hot climates, being 
considered beneficial in exciting the appetite. The dried fruits 
when ground constitute Cayenne Pepper. In this country they 
are generally used as pickles, and in sauces. The small fruits 
known by the name of Chillies, are mostly produced by C. 
/astigiahm. Capsicums are extensively cultivated in Hungary, 
giving employment to 2500 families. 

Oarageen Mom {Chmdrus cn^pus), a sea plant of the Dulse 
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family (Ceramiacese), common on the rooky coasts and exten* 
sively collected as an article of food. It is of a livid purple 
or greenish colour, and contains a considerable quantity of 
gelatine. In Ireland it has long been of economical value ; pre- 
pared by Sequent washing and bleached by the sun, it is adapted 
to various purposes as a substitute for isinglass, especially for 
the manufacture of jellies, and other cuhnaiy purposes, nearly 
the whole weight being convertible by boiling into the required 
substance ; it is likewise employed medicinally in consumption 
in lieu of Iceland Moss {Cetraria islandica). In Ireland it is 
collected by the peasantry and is now sold by druggists ; it is 
also known by the name of Irish Moss. 

Oanyura, a red colouring matter obtained from the leaves 
of Bignonia chiea. (See Chica.) 

Oarambola. (See Blimbing.) 

Oarana Palm, a name given to a South American palm 
described as Mauritia Carana. (See Ita Palm.) 

Oarana Besin, a name applied to the gum-resin of one or 
more species of Idea, as /. Carana, I. aitisima, etc. (See Cedar- 
wood of Guiana.) 

Oarandaa (Carisaa Carandas), a large straggling, spiny 
shrub of the Dogbane family (Apocynaceie), native of India, 
Yrith small oval elliptical leaves, and small axillary flowers. 
Its fruit, which is the size of a small plum, is used either 
pickled or made into a preserve. 

Caraway (Camm Carui), a biennial of the Carrot family 
(Umbellifene), native of Europe. It has become wild in some 
parts of Britain. It is cultivated in Essex and Kent for the 
sake of its seeds, which are carminative, and used in confec- 
tionery as well as for flavouring spirits. An oil is obtained 
which is used medicinally. 

Cterdaaumu, the seeds of EUettaria Ckrdamomum, a plant 
ci the Ginger family (Zingiberaceie), a native of India, it has 
perennial reed-like steins, producing fruit for several successive 
years. The seeds ate used in medicine, and considered tonic. 
The patent medicine called " Solomon’s Balm of Gilead ” is pre- 
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pared principally from Cardamoms. Cardamoms are also 
furnished by species of Amomum. 

Oardoon (Gynara Carduncvlm), a strong rooted perennial 
herb of the Composite family (Compositse), having long, lan- 
ceolate, pinnatifid, smooth, or spiny, radical leaves, from which 
rise flower-stems 3 feet high, bearing heads of flowers, formed 
of imbricate scales like the artichoke, but smaller, the centre 
consisting of pretty blue florets. It is a native of the countries 
bordering on the Mediterranean, and has been known in this 
country for 200 years ; it is largely cultivated, especially in 
France, for its leaves, which are blanched, the part used being the 
thick midrib, which forms an excellent vegetable when properly 
cooked. Its flowers are said to curdle milk. It has become 
naturalised and occupies large tracts in the Argentine Republic, 
a pest to cultivation. 

Caricature' Plant {Graptophyllum hortense)^ a shrub of the 
Acanthus family (Acanthaceoe), native of India. Its leaves 
are smooth, elliptical, lanceolate, 3 to 4 inches in length, and 
remarkable for their variegation. They are yellow in colour, 
and present many forms on the same leaf, which are compared 
to caricatures of the human face. 

Oamauba Pahn. {See Wax Palm.) 

Carnation. {See Clove.) 

Carob Tree, also called Locust Tree and St. John’s Bread 
{Ceratonia SUiquoi), a small much-branched tree of the Bean 
family (Leguminosje), attaining the height of from 20 to 30 
feet, with shining, smooth, winged leaves. It is a native of 
countries bordering the Mediterranean, extending to Syria and 
Western Asia, The flowers are small, yellow, and have a 
fetid odour. Its fruit (a pod), 6 to 8 inches in length, is 
similar to a broad bean pod, but of a firmer texture. It con- 
tains many pea-like seeds embedded in an agreeably flavoured 
mucilaginous saccharine pulp. In all countries where the trees 
grow the pods are used for feeding cattle and swine, and are 
imported into this country for those purposes, and form an 
important ingredient in patent .cattle foods. They are sold in 
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the shops as sweets for children. Catobs are considered to be 
the “ hi^cB" spoken of in the New Testament as eaten by the 
Prodigal Son, and the “ Locnsts ” that St John lived upon in 
the Wilderness, hence the name St John’s Bread Tree. 

Oanriom Vlowers. — ^Many flowers possess a fetid odour. 
In those of the genus Stapdia, belonging to the Swallowwort 
fiunily (Asclepiadacese), the smell is similar to that of carrion, to 
such a degree, indeed, that blue-bottle flies lay their ^gs in 
them. The members of the genus Stapdia, however, are very 
interesting, and number about a hundred species, all (witli 
a few exceptions) being natives of South Africa; they con- 
sist of succulent^ erect, many - stemmed, leafless plants, not 
exceeding 6 to 8 inches in height, the stems are four-sided, 
generally toothed, and on some a very minute leaf may be some- 
times seen. The flowers consist of five more or less succulent 
petals, smooth or pilose, and of various sizes and colours, some 
spotted and vari^ted ; and, even with their abominable odour, 
are patronised in botanic gardens on account of their curious 
and interesting structure. In America the name Carrion Flower 
is also given to Smilax Jurbacea. 

Carrot (Daucus Carota), a biennial of the Carrot family 
(UmbeUiferae), native of Britain ; in its wild state it is found 
growing by road-sides and in waste places, where it has a dry, 
slender root, which is not edible, but it is generally believed 
that the cultivated garden carrot originated from it. The hard 
interior being the true root, the fleshy exterior part having been 
brought about by cultivation. Besides being a culinary vege- 
table it is also used for feeding cattle, and its juice is used for 
colouring butter and cheese. 

OaxTOtt Deadly, a common name for the species of Thaptia, 
a genus of the Carrot family (Umbellifene), of which about a 
dozen species are recorded, but the identification of some is 
not very satisfactory. They consist of strong-rooted perennial 
hetiw, attaining a height of 3 to 5 feet, with multiple fennel-like 
kares and huge umbels of generally yellow flowers. They are 
natives oMutries on both sides of the Mediterranean; most of 
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them yield gum like that of galbanum, which possesses medi- 
cinal properties, especially the species named by the early Greek 
Mniters Silphium, which produced the “Laser Cyrenaicum,” so 
famed by the ancient Cyrenians as to be considered worth its 
weight in gold, and the figures of the plant to be worthy of 
being represented on their coins. In order to endeavour to 
identify the “ Silphium,” the late Mr. Koenig, Keeper of the 
Coins in the British Museum, about thirty-five years ago, 
obtained a plant direct from the country of Cyrene, which was 
supposed to be the true plant; it was sent to the Eoyal Gardens, 
Kew, but, unfortunately, it did not live^long, the soil in which 
it grew having become saturated with salt water during the 
voyage, but the few radical leaves that were still fresh on its 
arrival were sufficient to enable me to determine it to be a 
closely -allied species (if not the same) as Ferula (Thapsid) 
glauca or F. garganica ; with regard to the latter species it is 
recorded to be common in Southern Europe as also in Algeria, 
and is regarded by the natives as a specific against complaints 
of all kinds. To camels it- is a deadly poison. 

Carrot, Peruvian {Arracacha esciderUa), a perennial herb of 
the Umbel family ; it attains a height of 2 or 3 feet. It has 
divided leaves like the Carrot, and small umbels of purple 
flowers, and has large fleshy roots, which form an important 
article of food in the above and other countries of Southern and 
Central America. About fifty years ago a packet of its roots 
was received at Kew for the purpose of ascertaining whether it 
would be a plant capable of being cultivated in this country, but 
it did not succeed ; the summer heat was not sufficient to bring 
it to maturity. 

Carrot Tree {Monizia edtilis), a curious plant, being one of 
the few caulescent examples of the Carrot family (Umbelliferse). 
The stems of young plants look like carrots or parsnips inverted 
above ground, but in old plants they attain a diameter of 6 
inches at the base, tapering upwards and attaining the height of 
from 4 to 6 feet, terminating with a crown of decompound 
spreading leaves, having the aspept of a tree-fern. It is a native 
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of the small uniiihabited island called Deserta Grande, near 
Madeira; it grows on rocky, almost inaccessible places. 

Oasoazilla Bark {Croton £luteria), a small tree of the Spoige- 
wort family (Euphorbiacete), native of the Bahamas, from 
whence it is imported to this country and used as a bitter tonic. 

Oaahaw Nut (Anacardium occidentale), a tree of the Tere- 
binth family (Anacardiacete) , native of the West Indies, but 
now very generallj' found throughout the whole of the tropics. 
It attains a considerable size, and in habit of growth it in 
general resembles the walnut, and its leaves, which are simple, 
have a similar scent, jts fruit is kidney-shaped, about an inch 
in length, and borne on a fleshy receptacle. The kernel of the 
nut is enclosed in a coriaceous covering consisting of two layers, 
between which is a thick caustic oil, which is highly excoriat- 
ing. This .acridity is, however, dispelled by roasting; the 
kernel then has a pleasant milky flavour, and in some places 
it takes the place of our almonds and nuts at table. In 
roasting care must be taken to avoid the fumes, as they cause 
inflammation in the face and eyes. A light -yellow, sweet- 
tasted oil is expressed from the kernel, said to be little inferior 
to olive oiL The trunk and branches of the trees on being 
wounded during the ascent of the sap yield a transparent gum 
similar in appearance to Gum Arabic. It is used to prevent 
insects &om attacking books, etc. 

Oasaareep. — ^The concentrated juice of the roots of ManiJiot 
rendered harmless by boiling, when it forms a thick black fluid, 
much used in the West Indies for culinary purposes, especially 
in the formation of a dish called Pepper Pot. It is brought to 
this country and largely used as the basis of table, sauces. 

OusaVa. — Manihot vtiliiissima (bitter) and M. aipi (sweet), 
slender, erect-stemmed shrubs, bdonging to the Spurge fiunily 
(Enphorbtaces). They are exterrsively cultivated in tropical 
America and the West Indies for their large, fleshy roots ; those 
of M, vHUUasima contain a juice of a highly poisonous nature, 
while those of M. aipi, the sweet Manihot, are wholesome, and 
used as a vegetable; they both contain a large quantity of 
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farina, especially M. utUissima, which is the most extensively 
cultivated. The farina is obtained by grating the fleshy roots 
to a pulp, the poisonous juice is then expelled by pressure and 
washing, and the mass is pounded into coarse meal resembling 
bread crumbs, which is made into cakes and subjected to heat, 
which dries off aU remaining poison. This forms the Cassava 
Bread, which is an important article of food throughout tropical 
America. An intoxicating beverage is made fix>m it called 
Piwarrie, which is prepared by women chewing the cassava 
cakes, and ejecting the masticated substence into a wooden 
bowl, where it is allowed to ferment for some days, and then 
boiled ; it is a common drink with the natives, and is said to 
have an agreeable taste ; the mode of preparation, however, is 
repugnant to Europeans, notwithstanding that one who drank it 
reports thus : — In my opinion it is very agreeable and whole- 
some, for I drank it in large quantities at the different Indian 
settlements I visited.” In preparing the Cassava as above 
stated, the poisonous expressed juice is put into water, the- 
starch which it contains falls to the bottom, the water is poured 
off, and the starch placed on hot plates ; this causes the starch 
grains to swell and burst, forming the Tapioca or Brazilian 
Arrowroot of the shops. Of this substance about 600 to 800 
tons are imported annually. The plant has been introduced to 
the Straits Settlements and Travancore, where it is now exten- 
sively cultivated, and tapioca made in very large quantities both 
in the form of torrefied grains as before described, and in pearl 
form, like sago, A large proportion of this tapioca comes to 
this country. 

In the upper region of the Amazon a kind of tapioca is 
obtained from a plant supposed to be a species of Menisperma’^ 
cece. It is called by the natives Bauna Boot; it has large, 
tuberous roots like a turnip, some weighing nearly 50 pounds. 
It is highly poisonous when fresh, but after repeated macerations 
yields an excellent tapioca, which constitutes a great part of 
the food of the Indians. 

Cassia Buds* {See Cinnamom) 
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Oaaria Lignea. (See Cumamon.) 

Oa a aie. (j8S» Acacia Famesiana.) 

Outor OIL (&e Palma ChristL) 

Oatalpa (Catalpa eyringmfdia), a small txee of the Trumpet- 
flower family (Bignoniacete), native of North America. It 
attains a height of 20 to 30 feet, and has opposite, broad, 
heart-shaped leaves and terminal panicles of white flowers. It 
is hardy in this conntiy, and ornamental, but not common. 

Oatedm, the name of a substance obtained from Acacia 
Caieehu by boiling the chopped wood, staaining, and evaporat- 
ing ; an astringent resinous substance is thus obtained, which is 
much used for tanning, and also in medicine ; it is likewise 
obtained from A. Suma, and perhaps some other allied species. 

Oattimandoo Gum (JEujAorhia Cattimandoo), a tree of the 
Spurge family (Enphorbiaceae), allied to E. trigona. When 
young the stems and branches are succulent, becoming woody 
with age ; it abounds in a milky sap, which when hard partakes 
of the nature of gutta-percha. 

Cattle -poisou Plants of West Australia. — Some years 
after the settlement of the Swan River Colony, many cattle 
died apparently from poison ; it was afterwards found that this 
was caused by their eating the leaves of some native plants 
which proved to be species of OastroUMum (0. trilobum, G, 
cbovaium, and 0. spitumim). pretty evergreen shrubs of the Beau 
frunily (Leguminosae), cultivated in the greenhouses at Kew. 

Cauliflower. (See Cabbage.) 

Cebadilla, a name given to the seeds of Asagrcea offidnalis, 
a bulbous plant belonging to the Colchicum family (Melan- 
tiiacese), native of Mexico. From the seeds Veratria is prepared, 
which is used in neuralgia and rheumatic affections. 

Cedar.— The word Cedar is a name given in different coun- 
tries to a considerable number of distinct kinds of trees. Origin- 
ally it was restricted to those of the family Conifene, but settlers 
in new countries having found that the wood of trees of other 
families had a rimilar appearance and scent to the wood, 

the trees were thus called Cedars. Cedar is first in 
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Leviticus, where we find that Moses directs the Israelites to take 
cedar wood. What this cedar was it is impossible to say, but 
considering that the Israelites were then in the wilderness, and 
the principal trees of that country were the Shittah (a species of 
Acacia), and several species of Juniper, such as Juniperm oxy- 
cedrus, J. phccnicea, and <7. aahina, it is supposed by most Bible 
commentators that it was the wood of one or other of these that 
was known to Moses by the name of Cedar, in Hebrew Eres, 
The next mention of cedar trees is that Hiram, King of Tyre, 
sent cedar trees to David, and that his son Solomon made an 
engagement with him to hew him cedar trees out of Lebanon. 

There can be no doubt that these trees are the same as those 
that now exist on Lebanon, and have in modem times become 
known as the Cedars of Lebanon, in botany called Cedrus HbariL 
It is recorded to have been introduced to this country in 1683, 
where it soon became a favourite, and was extensively planted 
in parks and gardens, and old and very large trees are found in 
various parts of the country. Its timber is not much valued 
with us; but at one time it was considered well adapted for 
natural history cabinets, its scent being supposed to be hurtful 
to insects. But in time it was found that the specimens became 
covered with a resinous deposit. 

Oedar, Deodar, also called Indian Cedar {Cedrus Deodara), 
a large tree, said to attain the height of 100 feet, native of the 
Himalaya Mountains, similar in habit of growth to the cedar of 
Lebanon, and by some supposed to be only a variety. Its timber 
is much valued and used in India. It was introduced in 1831, 
and the original plant may now be seen, as well as many other 
fine specimens, growing at Kew. At Dropmore a tree has 
attained the height of 60 feet. 

Cedar, Atlas {Cedrus cUlarUica), a tree similar to the two 
. preceding, native of the Atlas Mountains of NTorthem AMca. It 
was introduced into this country about 1840. A plant at Kew has 
attained the height of 30 feet. It is supposed by some botanists 
that the three forms here described — ^namely, C, libani, C. Deodara^ 
and C. aJdawtica — are only varieties of one species, but their 



100 


DICTIONARY OF POPULAR NAMES 


CEDAR 


appearance and habit of growth seem to indicate that, if they 
did originate from one type, they have, in the progress of time 
and the influence of different climates, assumed the different 
appearances under which they are now seen. 

Oedar of (Joa {Cupressm Zusitanica), a tree of the family, 
Coniferae, in general appearance resembling the common cypress, 
but growing much taller, and having leaves of a more glaucous 
hue. Although it is called the Portuguese Cypress, and forms 
natural forests in Portugal, it is nevertheless supposed to be of 
Indian origin, and to have been introduced in early times from 
the colony of Goa on the west coast of the Indian Peninsula, 
hence it has also received the name of Cedar of Goa. It was 
introduced into this country in 1*783, but is too tender to grow 
ifi the open air. 

CedaTi Japan {Cryptomeria ja]ponica\ a large and hand- 
some evergreen tree of the Cypress tribe of Coniferse, native of 
China and Japan, where it is extensively cultivated as an orna- 
mental tree. It was introduced to this country in 1843 by 
Captain Sir Everard Home. The first and original plant is to 
be seen growing in the Eoyal Gardens, Kew, and has become a 
favourite ornamental tree. 

Oedar, Bermuda {Juniperus iermvdia'ifia\ a small tree, or 
often a bush, of the Cypress tribe of Coniferae, native of the 
Bermudas. It is called the Pencil Cedar, its wood being 
employed in the manufacture of black-lead pencils, 

Oedar, Bed or Virginian {Juniperus virginiancC), — This 
is a tree similar to the preceding, native of the Southern United 
States, and its wood is used for the same purpose. It is hardy, 
and forms a small eveigreen tree. 

Oedar, White {Guprmus thyoides), a small tree, often 
having the appearance of a shrub, attaining a height of 20 to 
30 feet. The whole plant has a whitish or glaucous hue, A few. 
years ago fine specimens of this were growing near the pagoda 
in the pleasure-grounds at Kew. 

Oedar, Port Oxford {Cupressus Jjiwsomarwi)^ or, as it is 
now called, ChamtBcyparis Lawsoniarui^ a tree of the Cupressinece 
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section of the Coniferse family, native of the Oregon coast, 
California. It attains a large size, and is highly esteemed for 
its timber, especially for inside works, and possesses to a high 
degree many valuable properties. 

Oedar, White, of Oalifomia (Thuja giganted), a large and 
tall tree belonging to the Cypress tribe of Coniferae. It is also 
called British Columbian Cedar and Oregon Cedar, being a native 
of these countries. 

Oedar, Jamaica or West Indian (Cedrda odoraia), a large 
tree of the Mahogany family (Meliaceas), native of Honduras, 
Jamaica, and other parts of tropical America. It is said to be 
the most valuable timber tree of Jamaica. It is well adapted 
for the interior of house fittings, furniture, and all cabinet-work. 
Ite wood is of a reddish-brown colour, and has a pleasant smeU ; 
but its bark, leaves, and flowers give out, especially when young 
and after rains, a most disagreeable alliaceous odour, resembling 
asafcetida or garlic, mixed with that of highly- dried tobacco. 
Such being the case, the specific name odorata must be con- 
sidered inappropriate, except that the wood has a similar smell 
to the cedar. 

Cedar, New South Wales (Cedrda australis)^ a lofty tree 
of the Mahogany family (Meliacese), having a circumference of 
20 to 30 feet. Its wood is soft, of a reddish colour like maho- 
gany, and is known by the name of Bed Cedar in the 
colony of New South Wales. It is used for house-building, 
interior fittings, and cabinet-work. Formerly it was abundant 
in the lUawarra forests, but it has been in such demand that 
large trees are now very rare, and nurseries have been formed 
for raising young trees for future use. Judging from its growth 
in the greenhouses at Kew, it appears to be a rapid grower, and 
scarcely distinct from (7. odorata of Jamaica. 

Cedar, Indian (Cedrda Toona), a large tree of the Maho- 
gany family (Meliaceae), native of the Bengal and Pegu forests of 
India. Its wood is fine and close-grained, of a red colour ; its 
bark is astringent, and has been used as a substitute for Peru- 
vian bark. The flowers are of an agreeable odour, resembling 
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fresh honey, and contain a yellow colouring matter which is 
used for dyeing, but is not permanent. 

Cedar, Brazilian {Cedrela hrasUiensis)^ a tall tree attaining 
a height of 120 feet, and 4J feet in diameter, native of Southern 
BraziL It possesses similar properties and uses to (7. Toona, 
(See Cedar, New South Wales.) 

Cedar, Queensland (Pentacerae australis), a tree of the 
family Eutaceae, native of Queensland and New South Wales. 
Its wood is tough and close-grained. 

Cedar Wood of Guiana (Idea altissimd), a tree of the 
Myrrh family (Burseraceae), attaining a height of 60 to 100 
feet, and 4 to 5 feet in diameter, native of the interior of 
Guiana. Its wood is light, durable, and used for the inside fit- 
tings of houses, furniture, and bookcases, its highly aromatic 
odour having the property of preserving the books from insects. 
The Indians prefer it to any other wood for making canoes. 
One used by Schomburgk was 42 feet long and feet wide, 
and was hollowed out of a single trunk, and although much used 
by being pulled over cataracts, was, at the end of four years, as 
sound as when first purchased. The resin of this species is 
known as Garana resin. The genus Idea consists of a num- 
ber of species chiefly natives of tropical America and the 
West Indies, all of which are odoriferous, and yield gum-resins, 
which are sometimes used as incense. 

Cedrat. (See Citron.) 

Cedron (Simdba Cedron), a small slender tree, 12 to 16 feet 
high, of the Qusissia family (Simarubaceae), native of Panama, New 
Grenada, and Darien. It has winged leaves, and fruits about 
the size of a swan’s egg, covered with downy hairs like a peach. 
It contains a single seed, which when perfect separates readily 
into two cotyledons ; they are white, and somewhat larger than 
almonds; they are very bitter, and are highly valued by the 
natives as a cure for snake-bites, and as a bitter tonic are con- 
sidered by some to be nearly equal to quinine in cases of fever, 
in consequence of which most of the natives carry a seed with 
them for use if required. The tree, with its iinit and uses, is 
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fully described in Hooker’s Journal of Botany by Purdie and 
Seemann, botanical collectors for Kew, who had the opportunity 
of seeing the tree growing, the first in New Grenada and the 
second in Darien, between the years 1843 and 1850, and by 
whom living plants were introduced to Kew. It was taken to 
Trinidad by Purdie. 

Oeiba Tree. {See Silk Cotton Tree.) 

Celery {Apivm graveolens), a biennial herb of the Carrot 
family (UmbeUiferse), native of various parts of England and 
throughout Europe, also widely dispersed over the temperate 
regions of the southern hemisphera In its wild state it is, to a 
certain degree, poisonous, but under cultivation and by bleaching 
its leaf- stalks become a wholesome salad and pot-herb. Sir 
Joseph Hooker, in the Flora Antarctica^ says he could see no 
difference between the European form and the Southern, but the 
latter in its wild state was mild, and was constantly used by the 
ship’s crew ; this, he thinks, may be due to the less degree of 
sunshme, for which blanching is the substitute. 

Celery-leaved Pine {Phyllocladus rhomhoidalis), a tree of 
the Yew family (Taxaceas), native of Tasmania. A curious tree, 
having no leaves ; the terminal branches are united and flat, 
performing the functions of leaves. It attains a height of 30 to 
40 feet ; the wood is hard, and used for many purposes. 

Centaury, Common {Erythrcea ce7dawrium\ an annual herb 
of the Gentian family (Gentianacese), native of this country, 
common throughout Europe, varying from a few inches to a foot 
in height, and &om a single to a much-branched stem ; it has 
pretty pink flowers. The whole plant is intensely bitter, and is 
extolled for its medicinal properties by the ancient physicians 
Galen and Dioscorides, as also by the old herbalists of this 
country. 

Centaury, Australian {E. au$tralis\ is a pretty little 
plant, with pink flowers, growing in the fields about Sydney ; 
it is very similar to the European species, but is by botanists 
considered distinct. It is collected and used as a tonic, and 
is considered valuable in cases' of dysentery and diarrhoea. 
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Oentaury, Oalifoniiaa (M cMronoides), a plant similar in 
habit of growth to the preceding, native of California, where it is 
called Canchalagna, and is held in high repute as a bitter tonic. 
It is also found in Mexico, and has by Grisebach, in his Flora 
of the West Indies^ been separated from Erythroea as a distinct 
genus under the name of Oyrandra, 

Oereus, the name of a section, or by some considered a genus 
of the Cactus family (Cactaceae). It contains — 1st, the well- 
known domestic window-plant, the Creeping Cereus {C.Jlagellifor- 
mis), native of Peru, recorded to have been introduced into this 
country in 1690. 2d, Night-flowering Cereus (Cl graridiflorus). 
This, like the preceding, is a slender, trailing or climbing species. 
It is a native of Jamaica and other West Indian islands, and 
was early introduced. It is remarkable for its large white and 
partially straw-coloured flowers, which open in the evening 
and close early in the morning. It is, however, surpassed by 
C. MacDonaldioe, a native of Honduras, introduced to Kew 
about thirty years ago, the flowers of which are also white, and 
only of a few hours* duration, and when fully expanded are more 
than a foot in diameter, consisting of numerous petals, thus 
vying with the Victoria Lily in size; and when eight or ten 
flowers are open in one night (as with a plant at Kew) the sight 
is magnificent. {See Torch Thistle.) 

Oeylon Moss {Plocaria lichenoides), a plant of the Seaweed 
family (Ceramiacese), a delicate white seaweed found growing 
upon rocks in the Indian and Malayan Seas, and known also by 
the Malayan names of Agar Agar, or Agal AgaL It is largely 
collected, and made into a jelly, and forms an extensive article 
of trade at Singapore and in Borneo, constituting part of the 
cargo of the Chinese junks on their return voyages. It is also 
used as a varnish, more especially for the paper employed in 
the manufacture of Chinese lanterns, to which it imparts a 
yellow tinge. When boiled with sugar it forms a sweet jelly, 
much resembling that made from calves* feet, and is highly 
esteemed both by Europeans and natives for the delicacy of its 
flavour. 



CHABA 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


106 


Another species of Plocaria (P. tenax) is also of great im- 
portance as a food plant to the Chinese. It is closely allied to 
the preceding, and native of the same seas. In the Bay of Siam 
are caves and precipitous rocks on which the sea-swallows build 
their glutinous nests, which are made from the fronds of the latter 
species, and highly prized by the Chinese. The nests are collected 
at regular seasons of the year, and form an extensive article of 
commerce with China, and are largely used as food in the pre- 
paration of soups and jellies ; they are also used as size and gum, 
and believed to he the chief ingredient of the Chin-Chin glue. 
In collecting these nests the natives are exposed to many perils 
in mounting and descending the rocks, and lives are occasionally 
lost. 

ChampaiCa, a name in India for MicJielia Champaca, a large 
tree of the Magnolia family (Magnoliacese) ; its flowers are like 
an unfolded tulip of a deep yellow colour, and highly fragrant ; 
they are used to ornament the hair, both of men and women ; the 
bark is an aromatic bitter tonic, and used medicinally ; it yields 
the oil called Sumpunghee. An allied species, M, Cathcarti% is 
a large tree, native of Sikkim ; it is conspicuous in April for its 
abundance of white blossoms, which in the distance give it the 
appearance of being covered with snow. 

Champignon. {See Fairy Bings.) 

Chanay E414ngu, a name in India for the tubers of Tacca 
pinnatijida ; in Travancore it is cultivated, and grows to a large 
size, forming an important article of trade. {See Pi.) 

Ohara, the name of a genus of the order Algse, of the class 
Cryptogamia of Linnseus, and the type of the Limewort family 
(Characeae) of modem botanists. They consist of small fresh- 
water plants, having articulated stems and branches, which grow 
in whorls, either transparent or coated with carbonate^ of lime. 
The organs of reproduction consist of globose, nut-like bodies of 
two sizes, covered by spiral tubes, which give them a striated 
appearance. 

This singular family comprises about thirty described species, 
found in stagnant water in most parts of the world. They grow 
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very rapidly, and soon fill shallow waters, sometimes forming 
great masses, which decay and become offensive, causing malaria 
in many districts, as in the Pontine Marshes near Eome. They 
have no known uses, and must only be regarded as botanical 
curiosities, more especially as they beautifully illustrate the 
circulation of the sap, such being readily seen by the aid of a 
microscope in the joints of their stems. Nitella translucens is 
best suited for that purpose, but as Chara vulgaris is the most 
common, it may be substituted. By shutting up a portion of 
this species in a phial containing a little water it will grow, 
adhering to the sides of the glass, and be perfectly free 
from the lime, and on being placed under the microscope the 
circulation is clearly seen. There are six species natives of this 
country. 

Charlock. {See Mustard.) 

Ghaulmoogra Oil, the name of an oil obtained from the 
seeds of Gynocardia odorata, a tree of the Indian Plum 
family (Flacourtiaceae), native of India, common in the hot 
valleys of Sikkim, attaining a height of 30 or 40 feet, having 
glossy, entire, alternate leaves; the fruits are globular, ash- 
coloured, the size of a shaddock, and enclose numerous seeds 
embedded in pulp, which contain an oil used by the natives as 
a remedy for cutaneous diseases, and also for internal com- 
plaints. Within the last few years it has been introduced into 
this country, and is found beneficial in rheumatic affections, 
sprains, diseases of the joints, etc. 

Chaw Stick {Gouania domingemis)^ a flexible - stemmed 
shrub, climbing by the aid of tendrils to a great length, belonging 
to the Buckthorn family (Ehanmacese). In Jamaica, the stems, 
which are about the thickness of the finger, and fibrous, are cut 
into short lengths and used for tooth-brushes, as they whiten 
and preserve the teeth better than any tooth-powder ; pieces of 
it put into liquor cause fermentation, and impart a pleasant 
bitter flavour to cooling drinks. 

Ohayroot^ a name in India for Olderdandda umhellaia^ a 
weedy annual of the Cinchona family (Cinchonaceae), wild, and 
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extensively cultivated in India. Its long, slender roots yield a 
blue dye, which by different mordants is changed from pale to a 
veiy deep red, with which turbans and handkerchiefs are dyed. 

Cheese Rennet, a common name for Oalium verum, a peren- 
nial of the Madder family (Eubiaceae), native of this country, 
growing in meadows and roadsides, and conspicuous for its pale 
yellow flowers ; it has been long known to have the power of 
curdling milk. The roots are of a bluish colour, and yield a 

dye equal to madder, for the making of which it is extensively 

# 

collected. 

Cherimoyer, the name of the fruit of Amtia a 

tree of the Custard Apple family (Anonaceae). A loose, spread- 
ing tree attaining a height of 20 to 25 feet. It is a native of, as 
well as cultivated in, most parts of tropical America, and also in 
Jamaica and other West Indian Islands. The fruit is somewhat 
oblong, 2 to 5 inches in diameter, of a light-green colour, with 
white pulp and a few black seeds ; it is highly esteemed, and 
considered by some to be the finest fruit in the world. 

Cherry {Cerasus vulgaris), Wild Cherry or Gean {Cerasus 
avium), moderate-sized trees of the Plum family (Drupaceae). 
Both are found wild in this country, and are widely distributed 
over Southern Europe and the temperate countries of Western 
Asia. It is generally admitted that these are the parents of 
the numerous fine varieties of cherries now cultivated. It is 
also thought by some botanists that the supposed species 0. 
durasina, C. Juliana, and G, caproniana, said to be natives of 
Southern Europe, have, by cross breeding, contributed to produce 
some of the fine sorts of cherries. 

Cherries being a favourite early fruit are extensively culti- 
vated in this country, large cherry orchards being common in 
many Southern counties ; they are not only valued as dessert 
fruits, but are made into tarts and pies, and preserved in various 
ways. In Germany a spirit called Kiischwasser is made from a 
small black variety, as is also in France the liqueur called 
Maraschino, and Eatafia from a variety of the morello cherry. 
In the preparation of these liqueurs the fruit, stone, and kernel 
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are pounded; the latter contains prussic acid, which gives 
flavour to the liqueurs. Cherry tree wood is highly valued by 
cabinet and musical instrument makers. 

Oherry, Australian (Eococarpus cupresdformis), a small tree 
of the Sandal-wood* family (Santalacese). It has numerous 
green, wiry, rigid or filiform, apparently leafless branches 
collected in a dense conical head, and the leaves reduced to 
minute alternate scales. It is found in Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and South and West Australia. The 
wood is hard, and valuable for gun-stocks, axe-handles, etc. 

Cherry, Barbadoes. — Mcdpighia glabra and M. punidfolia, 
two small trees of the Malpighiad family (Malpighiacese), 
natives of the West Indies and many parts of tropical America. 
They are favourite trees with the natives, who plant them near 
their dwellings as hedges, and also for the sake of the fruit, 
which is about the size and appearance of a cherry. The 
common name is derived from the fact of the plants being found 
originally in Barbadoes. 

Cherry, Bird {Cerams Padvs), a deciduous shrub or small 
tree of the Plum family (Drupaceae). When grown with a 
single stem it often attains a height of 20 to 30 feet. It 
is a native of this country, and widely spread throughout 
Europe and the temperate regions of North-West Asia. The 
fruit is small, black, and not palatable ; it is used by some for 
flavouring brandy and home-made wines. In Sweden, Lapland, 
and some parts of Kussia, the bruised fruit is fermented, and 
yields a strong kind of spirit. The wood is hard and yeUow, 
and has a disagreeable odour ; it is highly valued by cabinet- 
makers. The Bird Cherry is represented in America by C. 
vvrginiaim^ C. carolinicma, and others, which are grown in 
shrubberies in, this country. 

Cherry Laurel {Cerams Laurocerams)^ an evergreen shrub of 
the Plum family (Drupaceae), native of Armenia and countries 
bordering on the Black Sea. Introduced and cultivated in this 
country. Every part of the Cherry Laurel contains prussic acid ; 
its leaves axe used to give the peculiar flavour of^that acid to 
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culinaiy dishes and drinks ; care is therefore necessary not to 
use them in excess, as fatal consequences are known to have 
occurred. The leaves contain a volatile oil, which forms the 
bases of Laurel Water ; it is highly poisonous, and is sold by 
druggists for killing flies ; several instances are on record of its 
having been criminally used for poisoning. 

Chervil, Garden {Anthrisms Cerefolium), an annual herb of 
the Carrot family (Umbelliferee), native of Europe, but now 
become wild in some parts of England, and has been cultivated 
as an aromatic pot-herb for more than two centuries. Myrrhis 
odorata, called Great Chervil or Cicely, is also cultivated. 

Chestnut, Cape (Calodendron capcTise), a beautiful tree of the 
Eue fanuly (Eutaceae), native of the Cape of Good Hope, It 
has broad, elliptical leaves and snowy white flowers. The fcuit 
is a five-celled, five-angled, prickly capsule, having some resem- 
blance to the fruit of the Sweet Chestnut, hence its name Cape 
Chestnut. The seeds are shining black. The tree was intro- 
duced to this country in 1789 ; a specimen in the Palm-house 
at Kew was in 1857 25 feet high, with a diameter of 5 inches 
near the base. 

Chestnut, Horse (JEsculits Hippo<mtanmrC), a large, well- 
known tree of the Soapberry family (Sapindacese), native of the 
North-West Himalayas or Caucasus; it has migrated westward, 
but there is no evidence of its having been a tree of Mount 
Lebanon, Palestine, or any part of Western Syria, in the time of 
Solomon, but most probably it found its way to Europe by way 
of the Caucasus and Armenia, It is recorded to have been 
cultivated in this country in the first quarter of the seventeenth 
century. Its principal use is as an ornamental tree for parks, 
pleasure-grounds, roadsides, and avenues. The celebrated 
avenue in Bushey Park, planted by William IIL, afibrds a 
fine example of the adaptability of the Horse Chestnut for 
ornamental planting. It is not particular as to soil, and 
generally produces yearly an abundant crop of nuts, which are 
not, however, utilised for any special purpose in this country, 
but in Prance they are largely employed in the manufacture of 
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starch. An oil is also expressed from the nut which has been 
recommended in rheumatism. The nuts are somewhat sapo- 
naceous, and after being macerated in water are reported to 
have been used in some parts of Ireland to whiten Unen. In 
Turkey they are ground with other food and given to horses, 
hence the name. 

Chestnut, Moreton Bay {Cmtam^ermurri avMrcUe), a large 
tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae), having shining winged 
leaves; a native of Queensland, where it is said to attain a 
height of 70 to 100 feet. It takes its name from the seeds, 
which are similar to and of the size of Sweet Chestnuts. They 
are contained in a cylindrical, stiff pod, 6 or 7 inches in length. 
They are eaten by the natives, but are unpalatable to Europeans. 

Chestnut, Sweet {Castanea vulgaris), a large, spreading 
branched tree of the family Cupuliferae. It is supposed to be a 
native of Northern India throughout the range of the Himalayas. 
If so it must have early migrated westward, as it is common 
throughout the whole of Western Asia, the countries of the 
Mediterranean and Central Europe ; even in the Alps it has the 
appearance of being an original native. It has been supposed 
also by some to be a native of Britain; but that is not likely, as 
its fruit only ripens in favourable seasons, and there is no trust- 
worthy account of any natural forests having at any time 
existed ; on the contrary, some suppose it to have been introduced 
by the Eomans. It is now common in parks and gardens, and 
some trees are recorded as being very old and having attained a 
large size. In some places it is grown as a brushwood for hoop- 
making. As already stated, the nuts ripen to perfection in 
favourable seasons, but the quality and quantity is small com- 
pared to the importations from the Continent, chiefly from 
France, Portugal, and Spain. In Italy and Spain the nuts are 
ground into meal, and it forms an important article of food for 
the poorer classes. In saying it is a native of the whole of 
Western Asia, Palestine and Western Syria generally must be 
mcduded ; for although the chestnut tree is mentioned in the 
Bible in the time of Jacob, nevertheless, even in the time of 
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Solomon, and up to the present, there is no evidence in proof 
that the chestnut tree grew in Palestine in early times, it being 
considered by Bible commentators that the plane tree (jPlatanus 
orimtalis\ which is common in Palestine, represents the chest- 
nut tree of Jacob. 

Chestnut, Tahiti {IiriomrpuB edulis), a lai^e tree, originally 
placed in the Spurge Laurel family, but by modem botanists 
considered to belong to the Caesalpinieae section of Leguminosse. 
It is also called the South Sea Chestnut, being common in the 
tropical islands of the South Sea. The stem is 60 to 80 feet 
high, and when young is fluted like a Grecian column, and when 
old these projections become buttresses extending some distance 
all round the tree, and gradually lessening upwards to the first 
branches. It has a thick crown, furnished with simple, oblong, 
leathery leaves of a dark-green colour. The flowers are incon- 
spicuous ; the fruit, a pod, is flat and kidney -shaped, containing 
seeds resembling chestnuts in taste. They are much esteemed 
either baked or boiled, and eaten entire, or grated for making 
bread and puddings. In the several islands there are at least 
eight different names for it. 

Chestnut, Water, also called Water Caltrops {Trapa wiiani)^ 
an aquatic plant belonging to the family Onagrariacese. It is a 
native of Southern Europe, and has creeping, floating stems, 
producing hair-like roots, from which rises a cluster of triangular, 
toothed, floating leaves with swollen foot -stalks which buoy 
them up. The flowers are small. The lobes of the calyx two 
or four, increasing in size, and with its tube involving the 
ovary, which becomes a hard, homed fruit about the size of a 
chestnut. They contain much farinaceous matter, and form a 
considerable article of food. In Italy they are known by the 
name of Jesuit Chestnuts, and in France as Water Chestnuts. 
In Cashmere the seeds of T, hiapmosa form an important article 
of food to a large population. T. liconm is also extensively 
used for food in China under the name of ling. The stiff, 
horn-like projections of these fruits convey to the mind the idea 
of Caltrops. 
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Obia, the name in California for a mealy preparation made 
of the seeds of Salvia columbaria, a herb of the Mint family 
(Labiatae). It is cultivated for its seeds, which are roasted, 
ground, and mixed with water. When the powder swells to 
several times its original bulk, becoming a mucilaginous mass, 
it is sweetened, and forms an important article of diet, the 
taste being similar to that of linseed meal It is also prepared 
thin, and used as a drink. It is highly valued as a demulcent, 
in the same way as linseed is in this country. Seeds of Chia, it 
is said, have been found in old graves, showing that it was 
cultivated in early times by the Mahua race of Mexicans. 

Ghica, a pigment derived from the maceration in water of 
the leaves of Bignonia Chica, a tall climber of the Trumpet 
flower family (Bignoniaceae), native of the upper countries of 
the Orinoco. It is of a red colour, and is a highly important 
article in the toilet of the Indians, who use it to paint parts or 
the whole of their bodies. The trade in Chica is a monopoly of 
the missionaries, and the article is sold at a high price, so that 
it is only the wealthy Indians who can afford to smear the 
whole of their bodies with it. It is common to hear one say 
of another — " That man is so poor that he has not enough to 
paint half his body.” 

Chick Pea, an annual of the Bean family (Leguminosae), 
cultivated in India for its seed, which when ground into meal 
forms an important article of food called Gram. 

Chicory {OicJiorium intyhus), a hard perennial of the Com- 
posite family (Compositse), native of Britain, growing by road- 
sides and waste places, particularly in calcareous soils. It has 
a strong thick tap-root, and produces branching stems 2 to 3 feet 
high, bearing pretty blue flowers. It is cultivated as a salad 
plant, the young leaves being blanched like endive, and in this 
way is largely used in France, but is chiefly valued for its roots, 
which are roasted, ground, and mixed with coffee for the purpose 
of imparting an agreeable flavour. It is extensively cultivated 
both in this coimtry and on the Continent. From Belgium and 
Holland the best qualities are now imported Its frequent use 
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for mixing with coffee as an adulterant has led to an Act of 
Parliament being passed prohibiting its sale except alone or 
when definitely stated. It possesses diuretic qualities. In 1880 
the quantity imported amounted to 145,457 cwts. 

Ohignite. {See Butter Tree.) 

Chillies. {See Capsicum.) 

China Grass. {See Grass Cloth.) 

China Boot, the thick rhizome of Smilax Ghvm. {See Sar- 
saparilla.) 

Chinese Olive, a name for the fruit of Canariwm communey a 
wing-leaved tree of the Myrrh family (Amyridaceae), native of 
Java, Moluccas, and Malayan Islands generally. Cultivated for 
its fruit, a three-sided drupe, from which an oil is expressed, 
used as a condiment when fresh, and for burning in lamps. A 
kind of gum, like Gum Elemi, exudes from the stem. 

Chirata {Ophelia C!hirata)y a slender branching annual 
of the Gentian family (Gentianaceae), 2 to 3 feet high, with 
yeUow flowers ; native of India, where the stems are held in 
high repute as a tonic and febrifuge both by native and 
European practitioners. Allied to Chirata, and possessing the 
same qualities, is 0, eleganSy native of the north of India, where 
it is made up into bundles a foot in length, about as thick as a 
man's arm, and sent to the bazaars. Its native name is Salaras, 
and it is said to be exported in considerable quantities. 

Chittagong Wood. {See Mahogany, Indian.) 

Chives {Allium schoeuoprasum)y a cultivated pot-herb of the 
Lily family (Liliacese), allied to Garlic ; native of the North of 
Europe. It has hollow, grass -like leaves,, and is cultivated 
in kitchen gardens. 

Choco, a name in the West Indies for Sechium edvley a 
tendril climber of the Gourd family (Cucurbitaceee). It has a 
large, fleshy tuber resembling a yam, and sometimes weighing 
as much as 20 lbs. It is eatable when cooked, but is not very 
palatable. The fruit is oblong, gourd-like, 4 inches in length, 
covered with small, blunt tubercles ; when ripe, of a yeUowish 
colour. These fruits may sometimes be seen in Covent Garden 

I 
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Market They are largely cultivated in Jamaica for feeding 
hogs. 

Chocolate Nut or Bean {Theoln‘<mui Cacao), a small tree of 
the Chocolate Nut family (Byttneriacese), native of tropical 
America, now widely distributed, and cultivated in most tropical 
countries. It grows from 16 to 18 feet high, and has broad, 
oblong, pointed leaves of a thin texture. The flowers are small, 
and produced on the old stem and branches, and in time are 
followed by a pod-like fruit, 6 to 10 inches in length, and 3 to 
5 in girth, more or less marked with longitudinal ribs, and con- 
taining 60 or more seeds. When ripe these seeds, which are 
covered with mucilage, are taken from the fruit and are allowed 
to undergo a slight fermentation, after which they are dried in 
the sun, when they acquire a brown colour, and become the 
Chocolate Bean or Nut of commerce; roasted, and split or 
broken, they are the Cocoa Nibs of the shops; on being 
ground they become Cocoa Powder, and thus made into paste 
form cakes called Chocolate, which is generally flavoured with 
vanilla and sugar. In analysing some samples of chocolate 
some years since, they were foimd to be adulterated with red 
earth. This was afterwards attributed to the beans being 
sprinkled with water and dusted with red earth to give them a 
brighter appearance and enhance their value. Chocolate or 
cacao seeds come to Europe principally from Brazil, Venezuela, 
New Grenada, and Trinidad. Above 2000 tons are annually 
imported. The first notice of cacao in this country is contained 
in a newspaper dated 16th June 1659. The use gradually 
increased, and in 1880 the quantity entered for home consump- 
tion was over 10,000,000 pounds. 

Chola. {See Gram.) 

Ghooree. {See Butter Tree.) 

Ohowlee, a name in India for Dolkhos sinensis, by some 
called Viffna sinerisis. An annual climber of the Bean family 
(Leguminosse), cultivated in India for its pods, which are two 
feet in length, and contain a number of pea-like seeds, which 
form a considerable article of food. The young green entire 
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pods are also used. Other species of Dolichos are cultivated 
as food plants. 

Ohrist’s Thom. — Several plants are accredited with the 
honour of having formed the Crown of Thoms ; some Bible 
commentators consider it to have been made of the prickly 
shoots of the bramble ; others, that it was one of the three more 
formidable spiny shmbs — Paliums aculeUtus, Zizyphm spina 
Christi, or Z. mUgaris. They all belong to the Buckthorn family 
(Ehamnacese), and are widely spread throughout the Mediter- 
ranean regions and Palestine ; they are strong-growing shrubs, 
with large slight hooked spines, forming impenetrable thickets, 
often climbing up other plants and holding on by their hooks, 
but when growing singly they form trees, especially Z, ypina 
Christi. Z. vulgaris bears the fruit called Jujube; it is cultivated 
in gardens, and may therefore be considered to have been the 
most readily obtainable for the soldiers to form the Crown of 
Thoms. {See Lotus.) 

Ohristopher, Herb. {See Baneberry.) 

Chrysanthemum, a name given to a genus of herbs of the 
Composite family (Compositae) represented in this country by 
the Ox-eye Daisy {C. leucanthemum) and the Com Marigold {C. 
segetum)\ but the most conspicuous species of the genus is 
0. sinense, a native of China, introduced about 1764, and culti- 
vated by Philip Miller at Chelsea. It was long kept as a 
greenhouse plant, but having been proved to be hardy, and 
many varieties having been introduced and also raised in this 
country, it has now become a favourite in aU gardens, and 
Chrysanthemum shows now yearly take place during the 
flowering season, which is in the autumn. 

Ohupa-Chupai, a name in New Grenada for the fruit of 
Matisia cordaia, a tree of the Sterculiad family (Stercu- 
liacese). Although never exceeding 60 feet in height, its broad 
cordate leaves and curious mallow-like flowers, succeeded by a 
cluster of fruit as if stuck on its trunk and larger branches, 
make it one of the most interesting of tropical trees ; the fruit 
is of "an oval form, firm, 5 inches in length and 3 broad, covered 
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with a silky ash-coloured down; it has a fleshy interior, divided 
into five cells, each of which contains a single angular seed about 
an inch in length. The celebrated traveller Humboldt de- 
scribes the taste of the fruit as being like that of the apricot, 
and that it is carefully cultivated in Peru and New Grenada ; 
and W, Purdie, botanical collector in New Grenada for Kew in 
1845, says it is among the finest of tropical fruits, its flavour is 
more like that of the mango, better even than the apricot. It 
was introduced to Jamaica through Purdie, and Mr. Wilson, for 
some time director of the Jamaica Botanic Garden, in a letter 
to the writer says: “ It is now a tree 20 or 25 feet high, and last 
year produced seven dozen fruits, one of which weighed two 
pounds two ounces; it is full of stringy fibre, and not a good 
fruit for dessert.” Since then the tree has become common in 
Jamaica. 

Chasan Palm {Chamcerops Fortunei)y a fan-leaved palm, 
native of Chusan and the north of China, attaining a height 
of 12 or more feet. The sheath at the base of the leaves be- 
comes with age strongly fibrous, similar to that of the Piassaba 
of tropical America. The agricultural labourers in the north of 
China make coats and hats of the fibrous substance, which has a 
very Eobinson-Crusoe-like appearance ; but is good for keeping 
out the raia It is also used for making ropes and cables, and is 
very strong and durable, even under water. This palm was 
introduced into this country in 1844, and is hardy in sheltered 
situations in southern counties. It was first supposed to be 
G. excelsa of Thunb., a palm similar in habit, native of Japan, and 
applied to similar purposes, of which, about fifty years ago, a 
few plants were introduced to Holland, one being in 1837 sent 
to Kew, and is now 12 feet high, with a girth of 1 foot 7 inches. 
One of the originals sent by Mr. Fortune to Kew in 1844 was 
planted in the front of the royal residence, Osborne, Isle of 
Wight ; in 1881 it attained the height of 14J feet, and girth 3 
feet ; spread of leaves, 9 feet across. 

Cicely. {See Chervil.) 

Cinchona^ the name of a linnasan genus belonging to the 
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natural order Cinchonacese. ^ It consists of a number of species of 
trees seldom exceeding 40 to 50 feet in height. The leaves are 
opposite, simple, entire, stipuled at the base ; flowers small, in 
cymose panicles; seeds numerous, small, winged. The plants 
are natives of the Andean regions of Peru, Bolivia, and New 
Grenada. This genus has come into considerable repute conse- 
quent on many of its species yielding the important medicine 
called Quinine — the most powerful agent in the cure of 
fevers. It is obtained from the bark of the trees in greater or 
less quantity in different species, the healing powers of which 
were early known to the Spanish Jesuits ; and the Countess 
de Chinchon, lady of the Viceroy of Peru, having been cured of 
fever by it, led it to become known in Spain in 1638 under the 
name of Jesuits’ Bark, and for many years the ground bark 
and port wine was a favourite medicine. This, however, in pro- 
cess of time gave way to the active principles of the bark being 
prepared in the form of alkaloids, the most valuable of which is 
called Quinine; it is a bitter, white crystalline powder. From 
the bark, by chemical manipulation, certain other alkaloids are 
obtained, known as Cinchonine, Cinchonidine, Quinidine, etc. 
The great demand for quinine, and its high price, led to a great 
increase in the bark trade of South America, and, in order to 
obtain it readily, bark collectors made no scruple in cutting 
down the trees, and, as the respeqtive Governments took no steps 
to prevent this or to make fresh plantations, it was feared that 
in time the valuable medicine would be entirely lost. In 1839 
the late Dr. Eoyle suggested that it would be advisable to in- 
troduce the trees yielding quinine into India. This suggestion 
lay in abeyance for at least twenty years. In 1852 it cost the 
Indian Government £7000 for quinine, and in 1857 £12,000; 
this, and the fear of the plants becoming extinct, led the Indian 
Board at once to make arrangements to attempt the introduc- 
tion of Cinchona trees into India, and in 1859 the Secretary of 
State for India appointed Mr. Clements Markham of the India 
OflS.ce to superintend all the necessary arrangements for the 
above puipose. Accordingly, two expeditions were arranged — 
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one headed hj Mr. Markham himself, assisted by a gardener, 
the other by Mr. Eichard Spruce, a botanical collector, then 
residing in New Grenada, to whom Eobert Cross, a gardener 
firom Kew, was sent out as assistant. To the above (after much 
peril) is due the successful introduction of the Cinchona plants 
into India. To the latter, however, the greatest share of credit 
must be given, he having during the last twenty years been 
despatched four times by the Indian Government to the different 
Andean regions in order to obtain Cinchona plants known to be 
richest in quinine, and in these expeditions he has been emi- 
nently successful, and is now (October 1880) on his way to India 
with plants of the kind called Grey Bark. To give a special 
account of the various expeditions would occupy a volume. 
This, indeed, has been done ; and, while the present work is in 
preparation, Mr. Clements Markham has published an account 
under the title of Peruvian Bark, extending from the year 1860 
to 1880. 

It will suffice for our purpose to say that the undertaking 
has been crowned with complete success, and that the quinine- 
yielding trees in the eastern hemisphere are now counted by 
millions, and their bark forms an important article of trade. 
The principal Government plantations are at Ootacamund in 
the Nilgiris and Darjeeling in Sikkim, also at Ceylon and Mau- 
ritius; the Dutch have likewise extensive plantations in Java 
and other islands. In the West Indies plantations have also 
been formed in Trinidad and Jamaica. The names of the prin- 
cipal cinchona barks of commerce are — 1. Eed Bark (0, sued- 
rubra), New Grenada; 2. Calisaya Bark (C. Calisaya and C. 
Boliviana), Bolivia; 3. Loxa Crown Bark (0. Condaminea, or 
offidnalU) Loxa ; 4. Cuenca Bark or Yellow CaKsaya {C, species ?), 
Ecuador; 5. Pitayo Bark {0. Pitayensis), near Popayan; 6, Cali- 
saya of Santa F4, or Soft Columbian Bark (C. landfolia) ; 

7. Oarthagena or New Grenada Bark ((7. species?). New Grenada; 

8. Grey Bark {C, peruviaTia), 

Oiimainoxiy the aromatic bark of Cinrmrummti zeylanicfum of 
the Laurel family (Lauracese). It is a small tree, with willow- 
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like branches and alternate, oblong, elliptical, smooth, entire 
leaves, with longitudinal veins running from the base to the 
apex; flowers inconspicuous ; fruit a small berry. The Cinnamon 
is a native of Ceylon, India, Malacca, and islands of the Malayan 
Archipelago generally. By making longitudinal incisions the 
bark readily separates from the branches, and rolls up in the 
form of a pipe about the size of the finger, and of various lengths, 
and when scraped and dried is of a brown colour, and is the 
Cinnamon of commerce, which is of different qualities accord- 
ing to the countries from whence it comes. The best is 
cultivated in Ceylon. The Cinnamon tree is known under a 
great number of varieties, producing Cinnamon of varying 
qualities. The bark of C. Cassia^ known as Cassia or Cassia 
lignea, is thicker and stronger in flavour, and is much used 
to adulterate genuine Cinnamon; this species also furnishes 
some of the Cassia buds, which consist of the unexpanded 
flower-buds. Cinnamon is chiefly used as a condiment, and for 
flavouring confectionery. 

Citron {Citrus medico), a thorny, much-branched, small tree 
of the Orange family (Aurantiaceas), attaining a height of 8 
to 10 feet ; it has shining laurel-like leaves of a pale -green 
colour, and sweet-smelling white flowers ; the fruit is oblong, 6 
to 6 inches in length, with a rough yellow rind ; the pulp is white 
and edible, very acid, but pleasant prepared as a sweetmeat ; 
of one kind a conserve is made. The oil called Citron or 
Cedrat Oil is obtained from the rind of the fruit. It takes the 
name medica from the country of the Medes, where it is de- 
scribed by Theophrastus as having been cultivated more than 
three 'hundred years before the Christian era. It appears to 
have been grown by the Jews in Palestine after their return 
from the Babylonian captivity, the fruit being used in the cere- 
monies of the Feast of Tabernacles, and it continued to be so 
used at the present day. According to Pliny, it was known in 
Borne in his time. 

OitFonella. {See Lemon Grass.) 

Clearing Nut, a name given in India to the seeds of Strychrm 
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potaioTwm, a small tree of the Nux Vomica family (Loganiacese) ; 
native of India. It has hard wood, which is used for various 
economic purposes ; but it is most remarkable for its fruit, which 
is black, about the size of a cherry, and contains one seed. The 
seeds are dried, and then used to clear muddy water, which is 
effected by rubbing one of them round the vessel that is to 
contain water, which, being then poured in, quickly becomes 
clear, but by what agency is not known to us. 

Cloadbeiry. (See Bramble.) 

Clove, the name of the well-known, sweet-smelling garden 
flower, the Clove Pink (Dianthus caryophyllu^)^ of which the 
Carnation or GiUiflower is a variety. It is a grass-leaved her- 
baceous plant of the Pink family (Caryophyllacese). Its name 
is derived from the French word "clou,” English "clout,” a 
nail, from the fancied likeness of the flower of the Clove to a 
broad-headed nail ; and the specific name caryophyllus appears 
to have been given by Toumefort (a French botanist, who died 
in 1708) or by some earlier botanist, the grass-like leaves of the 
Clove being likened to many of the short-leaved species of the 
genus Carex and its allies, the leaves of which are hard with 
sharp edges, often when incautiously handled causing wounds 
difficult to heal, termed Caries, hence the word caryophyllvs. 
This word is, however, not restricted to the Clove Pink, for 
in consequence of the dried flower -buds of a tree, native 
of the Moluccas, being in the form of a nail, they are also 
called Cloves, and although there is no resemblance between 
the Clove Pink and the Clove of the Moluccas, nevertheless 
Toumefort’s name of Caryophyllvs aromaticm was adopted by 
early botanists for the well-known spice called Cloves, which 
are the unexpanded dried flowers of a tree of the Myrtle family 
(Myrtaceae), attaining a height of 20 or 30 feet, with smooth, 
laurel-like, elliptical leaves, 3 to 5 inches in length, and flowers 
produced in bunches (corymbs), which are collected before 
opening by beating and shaking the trees ; the foot-stalks being 
jointed, they readily part, and are caught on cloths spread 
below, and after drying constitute the well-known Cloves of 
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the shops. The Clove presents a singular history of monopoly 
by the Dutch, who restricted the cultivation of the plant to the 
island of Amboyna, and vast quantities of Cloves were destroyed 
by them at Amsterdam in order to sustain a certain price. In 
time, however, the plant was introduced to other islands, and is 
now cultivated in Zanzibar, India, Ceylon, Mauritius, and the 
West Indies. The Clove tree is known by modem botanists 
under the name of Eugenia caryophyllata. 

Clove Bark {Dicypellium caTyophyllaium)^ a large tree of 
the Laurel family (Lauraceae), native of Brazil The bark is 
made up in rolls of several layers, 2 feet in length, and about 
an inch in diameter. It has the nature and flavour of cinnamon, 
and when ground occasionally forms one of the ingredients of 
some mixed spices. 

Clover {TrifoUum pTatense)^ a herb of the Bean family 
(Leguminosae) ; the common red clover extensively cultivated as 
cattle food, of which there are several varieties, by some botanists 
considered as distinct species, the principal being Zigzag Clover 
(y. medium)^ Carnation or Scarlet Clover {T. incamatum), Alsike 
Clover (y. hylridum). The White or Dutch Clover {T, repervi)^ 
well known as a cultivated fodder plant. T. pennsylvanicum^ 
native of the United States, resembles the White Clover ; it is 
extensively grown in this country, large quantities of seed being 
annually imported from America. 

Club Gtourd. {See Bottle Gourd.) 

Club Moss, a common name for different species of Lyco- 
podiuniy a genus of Cryptogams of the family Lycopodiacese, of 
which there are six species, natives of Britain, found abundantly 
in moorland bogs and heaths, both low and elevated. They are 
by rustic practitioners considered to possess medicinal properties. 
A decoction of Z. clavatvm is used for a disease of the hair called 
Plim polonica. The spores of this species are like fine dust 
(usually called pollen), highly absorbent, and have been used 
to prevent .excoriation in the skin of young children. This dust 
is highly inflammable, and large quantities are collected called 
Vegetable Sulphur, and at one time was used for producing aiti- 
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ficial lightning in theatres ; it makes a slight explosion without 
producing much heat. In Germany it is called Witches. 

Gob Nut. {See Hazel.) 

Ooca {Erythroxylon Cocci), a shrub of the Coca family (Ery- 
throxylacese), native of New Grenada and Bolivia. It has oblong 
lanceolate leaves, and attains a height of 5 to 6 feet. It is not 
only found abundantly wild, but is also cultivated for its leaves, 
which are universally chewed by the Indians, both men and 
women. It is very stimulating, and its use enables them to do 
hard work with little food for several days, and when food is 
taken it does not affect the digestive organs. After partaking 
of their morning meal they stuff a loose handful of leaves into 
their mouths with a little calcined lime ; a few fresh leaves are 
added during the day, which enlarges the cheek, giviog it the 
appearance of being swollen. It is not ascertained whether its 
excessive use shortens life, but aged Indians have been seen 
chewing Coca in a state of quietness, conveying the idea that 
they were asleep. Experiments have been made upon it lately, 
and much has been written in medical journals respecting its 
effects. 

Coca^ Mexican, a name given in the Southern States 
of North America to Ruhardsonia scabra, a perennial decum- 
bent herb of the Madder family (Eubiaceae), widely dis- 
tributed throughout Peru, tropical America, Mexico, and the 
West Indies; also throughout the Southern States, especially 
in Alabama. Its succulent leafy stems form a nutritious fodder, 
equal to clover, for horses, cattle, and sheep. Its roots are used 
in medicine as a substitute for Ipecacuanha. (See Ipecacuanha.) 

Gocculns IndicoB, the common name of the berry-like fruit 
of Anamirta Cocculvs, a climbing shrub of the Moonseed 
family (Menispermacefie), native of Ceylon, various parts of 
India, and the Eastern islands. Its berries are imported into 
this country to the extent of about 30,000 lbs. annually ; the 
quantity actually consumed, however, is not known. Its use 
in medicine is simply in the preparation of an ointment to 
destroy pediculi, and in some obstinate forms of chronic skin 
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disease. Gocmlus vndicm is said, however, to be used in large 
quantities by brewers and publicans for increasing the bitterness 
and intoxicating powers of malt liquors ; but a heavy penalty 
is inflicted upon those detected in so doing, and upon druggists 
who supply it to brewers, as it contains an acrid irritant poison, 
called Picrotoxin. It is also used for what is termed dragging, an 
overdose of it causing death. It is further used as a fly poison. 
OochineaL {See Nopal.) 

Cockscomb {Celosia cristata), an annual of the family 
Amaranthacese, native of India, introduced into this country 
300 years ago ; the typical form is a branching plant, bearing 
loose spikes of flowers. The crested head of the garden cocks- 
comb is a monstrosity brought about by cultivation. 

Cocoa Nibs. {See Chocolate Nut.) 

Cocoa Nut {Cocos nucifera)^ a palm, native of the coasts 
of tropical Africa, India, Malay, and islands of the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans. It is generally cultivated throughout all tropical 
countries, but thrives best near the sea, and requires no special 
care. The tree varies in height from 50 to 100 feet, and has 
long winged leaves, the so-called nuts being produced in 
bunches of 10 to 20 or more together. They are of a triangular 
form, about a foot long, consisting of a thick coat of fibre, 
enclosing a hard shell, which, with its contents, is known as 
the Cocoa Nut. It is commonly said that the uses of the 
Cocoa Nut are as numerous as the days in a year, affording 
food, drink, domestic utensils, and materials for building and 
thatching. In some parts of India and other countries, the 
white albumen of the nut forms nearly the entire food of the 
natives, and the white fluid or milk serves them for drink. 
It also yields wine and sugar. Cocoa-nut Oil is obtained by 
pressing the albumen. When fresh it is transparent, and is 
then used in cookery. Large quantities of it are imported into* 
this country under the name of Copra; the thicker portion, 
called Stearine, being used for making candles, while the 
clear oil is used for burning in lamps. The well-known sub- 
stance Glycerine is obtained in the process of purifying Cocoa- 
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nut oil. Formerly the fibre was used for making coir ropes 
only, but within the last thirty years it has been manufactured 
into floor-matting, brushes, and brooms, and is used for stuffing 
cushions, as well as for many other purposes. The hard shell 
is made into cups and other domestic utensils. The wood is 
known as Porcupine-wood. 

Cocoa Nut^ Double {Lodoicea secJMarurn ), — This may be con- 
sidered the largest and most remarkable of palms. It is a native 
of a small group of islands in the Indian Ocean called the Sey- 
chelles. It is said to attain a height of 100 feet, its stem being 

to 2 feet in diameter, bearing at the summit a crown of fan- 
shaped leaves. It is remarkable for growing in a socket of a hard 
woody texture, perforated with holes made by the roots. This 
curious appendage derives its origin from the cotyledon, which in 
this palm attains the extraordinary length of 2 feet, growing 
downwards like a root, having the germ (plumule) seated in its 
thickened end. When perfect the thick end opens on one side like 
a sheath, out of which rise the first succeeding leaves of the plant, 
roots also being produced, which make their exit by piercing the 
end of the sheath. In time the nutriment of the nut becomes 
exhausted, and the part of the cotyledon between it and the 
young plant withers. The latter, however, retains its placental . 
vital connection with the sheath end of the cotyledon, which is 
henceforth nourished by the plant, and increases in size with 
its growth, which thus continues seated in the cradle of its 
birth through Ufe. This formation appears, however, to be 
common to the palms, but very much more largely developed 
in the Lodoicea. The fruit is a large oblong nut, covered 
with a thin rind. After the removal of the outer envelope 
or rind, the fruit has the appearance of two oblong nuts, 
firmly united together, and often weighs 30 to 40 lbs. They 
are borne in bunches, each consisting of nine or ten nuts, so 
that a whole bunch will often weigh 400 lbs. It takes ten 
years to ripen its fruit, the albumen of which is similar to that 
of the common cocoa nut, but is too hard and homy to serve as 
food. The shell is converted into many useful articles by the 
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natives, but the most important part is the leaves, which are 
made into hats, baskets, and the like. The demand has of late 
years become so great that in order to obtain the leaves the 
trees are cut down, and as no care is taken to form new planta- 
tions, it was at one time feared this palm would eventually 
become extinct. In 1864 the leading botanists in this country 
petitioned the Government for its protection. By more recent 
information, however, it appears that in one island alone there 
are many thousands of trees. 

Oocoa Plum (Chrysohalanus Icaco\ a small tree of the Cocoa 
Plum family (ChrysobalanaceaB), native of the West Indies, intro- 
duced into this country in 1752, and cultivated in the hothouses 
as a rare plant. It produces a small pulpy fruit, which is made 
into a preserve, and foims an article of trade. 

Oocum Butter. {See Gamboge.) 

Coffee {Coffea arahica), a small much-branched tree of the 
Cinchona family (Cinchonaceae), not exceeding 20 feet in height, 
much resembling a cherry tree, but has a whitish bark, and more 
slender and horizontal spreading branches. It has opposite 
leaves, of a light -green colour and elliptical lance -like form, 
about 6 inches in length. The flowers are in clusters in the 
axils of the leaves, and are white, like orange-tree flowers, and 
perfume the air. The young fruit is first of a green colour, but 
on ripening becomes red, and is about the size of a small cherry, 
but somewhat oblong, each containing two seeds closely united 
by their flat sides, which, on the pulp being removed, separate 
and constitute the Coffee berries of commerce, and when roasted 
and ground, the Coffee of the shops. The native country of the 
Coffee tree is supposed to be Abyssinia, where it has been known 
from time immemorial under the name of Coffa, hence comes 
Coffee. From Abyssinia it is supposed to have been introduced 
into Arabia Felix about the end of the fifteenth century, and 
has been cultivated in the province of Yemen and used 6is a 
beverage. About the middle of the sixteenth century its use be- 
came known in Constantinople. It was first used in London by a 
Smyrna merchant, who, in order to have it properly made, brought 
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with him a Levantine girl, who married his coachman, and in 
1652 they opened the first public coffee shop in London. With 
regard to the history of the introduction of the Coffee tree into 
America, it is stated that a living plant was obtained by the 
Dutch and placed in the Botanic Garden, Amsterdam, where it 
was propagated, and a plant was conveyed to the Dutch settle- 
ment of Surinam. One of the Amsterdam plants was in 1714 
presented to Louis XIV., by whom it was introduced into 
Martinique in I7l7. From these plants the cultivation of Coffee 
spread throughout the warm countries of America and the West 
Indies, also in time in Ceylon and India, where it is now ex- 
tensively cultivated. The principal supply of Coffee to this 
country is from the West Indies, British Guiana, Brazil, Ceylon, 
and India. The Coffee of the shops in course of time became 
greatly adulterated, the principal adulterant being the ground 
roots of chicory, which led to an Act of Parliament being passed 
to make the adulteration of Coffee by chicory, or any other 
adulterant, a statutable offence. Sixty years ago (1820), when 
genuine Coffee was high priced (3 to 4 shillings a pound), roasted 
com under the name of " Kent’s Roasted Com ” was sold in 
London, and was patronised for some time. The number of 
Coffee trees in Brazil is computed to amount to 530,000,000, 
covering a surface of 1,150,000 square acres, and it is calculated 
that Coffee is now used by 100,000,000 of the human race. In 
1880 the quantity of Coffee from all countries imported into this 
country was 1,555,939 cwts., valued at £7,062,016. Of late 
years the Coffee crops, especially in Ceylon and India, have 
become much deteriorated from the ravages of a disease 
termed the Coffee Blight, which is caused by a fungus (ITemir 
leva vcLstatrix) spreading over the leaves. It first appears with 
rapid growth within the parenchymatous tissue of the leaf; 
the perfect fungus is developed on its under-side ; its fruit is 
composed of numerous clusters of orange -coloured sporangia, 
which protmde through the stomata (that is, the breathing spores 
of the leaf), and entirely destroy the functions ; the trees then 
become sick, and failure of crops is the consequence. It spreads 
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rapidly ; its first appearance in Ceylon was in 1869, Southern 
India 1869-70, Sumatra 1876, and in Java 1879. No cure has 
yet been found for this formidable disease. 

Of late years a kind of Coffee has come into special notice 
called Liberian Coffee, the produce of a tree native of Liberia 
and West Africa ; it is a much stronger plant than the Coffea 
arcMcay and is considered to be a distinct species under the 
name of Coffea liberica. Its berries are large, but do not contain 
so much caffeine as the original species. 

Cohune Palm (Attalea Cohime), a wing-leaved palm similar 
in appearance to the cocoa nut, but it does not attain such a 
great height, and has a thicker stem. It is abundant in Hon- 
duras and Darien. The fruit is produced in large bunches, each 
fruit being about the size of a turkey's egg. The kernel of the 
nut tastes like that of the cocoa nut, but contains more oil, which 
is of a finer quality. It is obtained by crushing the nuts. This 
palm may also be termed a wine palm, the trunk containing a 
great quantity of liquor, which is obtained by cutting the tree 
down and making a deep hole near the top, and by slightly 
raising the butt-end the liquor flows into the hole, and is readily 
obtained by slipping in a small vessel. This supply continues 
a considerable time, and forms a cooling drink to passers-by. 

Cola Nut {Cola acitminata\ a tree of the Sterculiad 
family (Sterculiacese), native of Western tropical Africa. It 
attains a height of 30 to 40 feet, having smooth, entire, 
oblong, elliptical leaves, 6 to 8 inches in length. The fruit is 
a follicle containing several nut-like seeds, which are called 
Cola or Goqra Nuts. They form a considerable article of trade 
amongst the negroes, by whom they are held in high estima- 
tion, as they are supposed to give strength, allay thirst, promote 
digestion, and stay hunger, possessing the same properties as the 
Coca leaf of tropical America. The tree is now common in the 
West Indies and Brazil, having been early introduced during the 
slave trade. Some degree of superstition is attached to it by the 
negroes ; the fetishman or necromancer relies especially upon 
feeding the spirits with Cola nuts to obtain for his votaries good 
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health and happiness ; and the nuts form an important portion 
of the presents of a bridegroom to the bride's father. 

Colchicnm {Colchimm autumnal^, a bulb of the Hellebore 
family (Melanthaceae), native of the South of Europe. This is 
rarely found wild, although it is common in gardens. It is 
known as Meadow Saffron and Autumn Crocus. It has a 
solid bulbous root (corm), from which crocus-like flowers are 
produced in the autumn, succeeded by grass-like leaves. It is 
found throughout the warm parts of Europe, and is highly 
poisonous, but is of importance in medicine, more especially for 
gouty affections. 

Ooleworts and Kohl-rabi {Ste Cabbage.) 

OoUc-root, a name in the United States for Aletris 
farinosa, a herb of the Bloodroot family (Hsemadoracese), having 
distichous, lance-shaped, radical leaves, from which rises a simple 
flower-stem 1 to 3 feet high, terminating in a spike of white bell- 
shaped flowers. It is one of the most intense bitters known, and 
is used medicinally in many complaints. 

Colocynth (Citrullus Colocynthii)^ a trailing annual of the 
Gourd family (Cucurbitaceae). It is common in Syria, Egypt, 
and countries of the Mediterranean, and has become widely 
diffused in other parts of the world. The fruit is about the size 
and colour of an orange, has a smooth hard rind when dry, and 
contains a soft spongy pulp, which is intensely bitter and poison- 
ous, but is used medicinally as a purgative. It is the wild 
gourd mentioned in the book of Kings. Its seeds are, however, 
wholesome. The natives of some parts of North Africa, especi- 
ally in the Sahara, deprive them of their skin and make a paste 
of the kernel, which is eaten with dates. 

Oolt’s-foot {TussHago Farfura), a perennial of the Com- 
posite family (Compositae), common on roadsides and waste 
places ; often seen abundant in railway cuttings. It has large 
angular - shaped leaves of a greyish colour. It is bitter and 
astringent, containing a large quantity of mucilage; and is much 
used in cases of asthma, being smoked like tobacco. 

Odmiltame {AqwUegia vulgaris), a perennial herb of the 



COMPASS 


OP E(X)NOMIC PLANTS. 


129 


Buttercup family (EanunculacesB), native of Britain, In its 
wild state the flowers are generally blue, but from its being 
long a favourite garden plant, many varieties have been raised 
of different colours, and some with double flowers. It derives 
its name Columbine from the curved petals being compared to 
birds, the sepals forming the wings. 

Oolza Oil, (See Eape.) 

Comfrey (Symphytum officiricUe), a strong-growing peren- 
nial of the Borage family (Boraginacese), native of Britain. It 
has long had its virtues extolled, but, like those of Borage, 
they are imaginary. The young sprouts are sometimes blanched, 
and used as asparagus. S. peregrinum, generally described as 
S, asperrimum, grows taller, and, with its pretty blue pendulous 
flowers, is a more showy garden plant than the preceding; 
native of the Caucasus ; introduced about the beginning of the 
present century. Although a rough-leaved plant, it is neverthe- 
less relished by cattle. Some years ago it came into notice as 
a fodder plant, and trials of it show that, if properly cultivated, 
an acre will yield as much as 40 to 50 tons of green food. It is 
found to be rich in gum mucilage and sugar. 

Compass or Polar Plant, a name given in the United States 
to Silphmm laciniatum, a strong-growing perennial of the Com- 
posite family (Compositae). It grows to a height of 4 to 6 
feet, the upper part branched, each branch terminated by a head 
of yellow florets. Its leaves are of an ovate form, but winged 
and jagged, of which Dr. Asa Gray says — “ On the wide open 
prairies the leaves are said to present their faces uniformly north 
and south. From this circumstance it is called the Compass 
plant.” There are several other statements to the same effect, 
but taking them altogether, there is still a degree of uncertainty 
regarding the direction of the leaves always pointing north and 
south. It is also known by the name of Eosin, or Turpentine 
Plant, consequent on the resinous substance which issues from 
its stem. It has been noticed by travellers in the prairies that 
mosses and lichens grow most abundant on the north side of the 
trees, which circumstance serves as a guide to travellers. 
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Ooaibm^ the name of a genus forming part of the lannssan 
order Algm , which has by modem botanists been separated into 
diffm^nt families — Conferva and its allies forming one termed 
Oonfervacese, of which about 350 species are recorded. They 
vary considerably in habit, from microscopic globules, simple 
hair or thread like, or united forming a web, to broad ribbon- 
like expansions. They grow on rocks, or in fresh or salt water, 
or on the surface of moist ground, stones, or other bodies, some- 
times like slime, scum, or jelly. A few only, such as Zaver 
(which see), are of economic value. Some, by their rapid growth 
and union, and the extent of surfewie they occupy with their 
different colours of red, green, and black, form conspicuous objects 
in nature. For instance, in Angola, Western tropical Africa, the 
mountain rocks during the rainy season become striped and 
ultimately covered with a black mantle, which, when the season 
becomes dry, peels off like paper, and the rocks assume their 
natural grey tint, this singular appearance being due to the 
rapid grovrth of a Conferva called Scytomma ehorographicum. 
In this country several species of Conferva are extremely 
troublesome in ornamental ponds, lakes, and plant aquariums, 
covering the surface with a fetid scum, or in flannel-like masses. 
Sometimes the water becomes of a green colour, and thick. This 
is caused by a microscopic globular alga that increases rapidly, 
floating in clusters of such density as to give the water the 
appearance above stated. It has received the name of dath- 
roeystes ceruginom. 

Oontrayerva Boot, a name given to the rhizome of Zorstenia 
eontray&rva, a pereimial of the Nettle family (Urticacese), native 
of Brazil The root is said to possess medical properties, and is 
imported into this country. 

Cooper’s Wood (Pomaderrw apetcUa), a moderate - sized 
•erect branching tree of the Buckthorn family (Bhamnaceae), 
native of New South Wales and Tasmania. Its wood is hard, 
■and is used for staves for casks and for many other purposes. 

Oopaiva. (See Balsam Copaiva.) 

Oopai-yh Wood, a name in Guiana for Voehyaia gmommaia, 
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a tree of the family VochysiaceaB, native of the forests of 
Guiana, attaining a height of 50 to 60 feet, and 2 to 2| feet 
in diameter. The wood is not very durable, but is used for 
making staves for sugar hogsheads, boat-oars, etc. 

Copal, a hard resinous substance resembling amber, a 
natural exudation from certain tropical trees. It is also called 
Gum Anime. 1. Brazilian, Hymencea CourbarU (see Cour- 
baril). 2. Madagascar, Trachyldbium (HyrneTioea) verrucosa. 3. 
Zanzibar, Trachylohium (Hymencea) HorMTmrmianvm, a large 
tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse), native of the country 
of Zanzibar. It is yielded by trees now growing; but the 
greatest quantity is found in the sand in localities where no 
trees now exist, but the remains of insects and even leaves and 
flowers found embedded in the resin are sufficient evidence to 
prove that it is the produce of trees that once grew where the 
resin is now found. It is known in commerce as Anime, or 
Fossil Copal. Other Copals are found in Western tropical Africa, 
furnished by Ombourtia copalifera and other plants. 4. Indian, 
the produce of Valeria indica, a tree of the family Diptero- 
carpaceae, native of Ceylon and Malabar. On wounding the bark 
a white pellucid fragrant acrid and bitter resin exudes, which in 
the sun becomes yellow and brittle. In its fluid state it is 
called Piney Varnish, Pinne being the native name of the 
tree. 5. New Zealand (see Cowdy Pine). 

Copra. (See Cocoa Nut) 

Coquilla Nut, the fruit of Attalea funifera^ the Piassaba 
Palm. These fruits, which are produced in bunches, are each 
about 3 inches in length, covered with a thin skin enclosing 
a hard nut, which, when polished, is used for bell-pulls and door- 
handles. 

Coquito Nut (Julcea spedaMlis), a wing-leaved palm rising 
to a considerable height^ having somewhat the appearance of the 
Date Palm. It is a native of Chili. The stem contains a 
sugary sap, to obtain which the tree is felled and the leaves 
closely cut off, the sap then begins to flow, and it continues to 
do so for several months till the whole of the stem is exhausted. 
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The sap is then boiled, and is of the consistency of treacle. In 
C!hili it forms an article of trade, being used as a substitute for 
sugar under the name of Meil de Palma, or Palm Honey, In warm 
situations in this country this palm will thrive in the open air. 

Ooral Tree {Erythrina (xyrallodendron)^ a gouty-stemmed low 
tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse), having trifoKate leaves 
and long spikes of large scarlet papilionaceous flowers. Its seeds 
are hard and red, and are made into necklaces so as to resemble 
coral It is a native of the West Indies. 

Coriander {CcyriaTidrvm sativum), an annual of the Carrot 
family (UmbeULferse), native of Southern Europe, and cultivated 
in this country for the sake of its aromatic fruits, which are used 
in confectionery, and also for flavouring spirits. 

Coriaria, a genus consisting of a few shrubs, representatives 
of the family Coriariacese. 1. C, myrtifolia, an erect csespitose 
shrub, 2 to 3 feet high, having erect opposite myrtle-like leaves. 
It is a native of the South of Europe, and has received the name 
Coriaria, which means leather, on account of its leaves being 
used for tanning in the same manner as Sumach, and it is also 
known by the name of Myrtle-leaved Sumach. Its fruit is 
highly poisonous, fatal effects having occurred to soldiers in 
Spain through eating it. 2. C, 'twpalensis, a more spreading 
species than the preceding, native of Nepal, where its fruit, which 
is not unwholesome, is said to be eaten. 3, (7. sarmentosa, 
native of New Zealand. It is a shrub from 10 to 15 feet high, 
assuming the character of a small tree, with pendulous branches. 
It occupies large tracts of land, its presence indicating good soil. 
The fruit consists of a small black shining pulpy berry, from 
which a refreshing wine is made by the natives, and it is called 
the wine-berry shrub by the settlers. The seeds are poisonous, 
and eating them has proved fatal in several instances, the action 
being similar to that of strychnine, but not so rapid. It is 
called Tutu by the natives. 4 C. thymifolia, also a native 
of New Zealand. The juice of its fruit is first of a reddish 
colour, but soon turns black. It is very lasting, and is called by 
the settlere the Ink Plant. 
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Cork Trees. — The soft, spongy, and somewhat elastic bsrk of 
several trees is employed for making bottle corks, barrel bungs, 
and for several other purposes; the most important being the Cork 
Oak {Quercm Suler), a stout middle-sized tree of the Oak family 
(Cupuliferse), native of South Europe and North Africa. 
According to the age of the tree the bark thickens, becoming 
firm, spongy, and somewhat elastic. It naturally falls off; 
but for commercial purposes it is removed before this can 
take place, care being taken not to injure the inner bark, so that 
it again grows. It is taken off in large pieces, soaked for some 
time in water, and then submitted to pressure, and formed 
into sheets of cork, of which the greatest supply to this country 
comes from Spain, Portugal, France, and some from Italy. The 
quantity imported in some years has exceeded 2500 tons, a 
great part of which is used for making bottle corks and bungs ; 
also for soles for shoes, fishermen’s fioats, life boats and buoys, 
as well as for Kamptulicon and Linoleum, now much used for 
floor coverings. In Algeria Cork trees attain a height of 65 
feet, and a circumference of 10 to 16 feet. In some parts of 
Spain they attain an equal height. 

Cork Woods {Ochroma Lagopus), a tree of the Silk Cotton 
family (Bombaceae), attaining a height of about 40 feet, 
common on the coast of the West Indies and many parts of 
tropical America. The wood is soft, easily compressible, and is 
used for corks, floats, rafts, etc. Its fruits contain a mass of 
silky hairs of the same nature as those of the silk cotton trees, 
and it is used for the same purpose. 2. Anona palustris {see 
Alligator Apple). 

Com, a general term for all kinds of cultivated grasses, 
yielding farinaceous grains (their fruit), such as wheat, maize, 
barley, etc. When ground it becomes flour and meal, forming 
the general bread food of man. 

Cornelian Cherry {Comus masmla)^ a bushy tree or shrub 
of the Dogwood family (Comaceee), a native of many parts of 
Europe and Northern Asia. Its numerous small yellow flowers 
make it a conspicuous object in the spring. The fruit is oblong, 
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clear, and shining, of a cornelian colour, and about the size of 
a small plum. It is not very palatable, but is sometimes used 
as a substitute for olives. It is also preserved and used in con- 
fectionery, and by the Turks for flavouring sherbet. It is 
considered useful in dysentery, and during the raging of cholera 
in Constantinople was the only fruit allowed to be sold in the 
streets. It fruits freely in this country, but is not made any 
use of 

Costas of the Ancients has of late been ascertained to be 
the roots of Aplotaods auric^ata, a strong-rooted perennial plant 
of the Composite family (Compositae), a native of Cashmere, 
having a flowering stem attaining 5 or 6 feet in height, bearing 
heads of purple-coloured flowers, like thistles, on the apex of the 
branches. Its roots are extensively collected, it is stated to the 
amount of 2,000,000 lbs. a year, forming an important article of 
trade. It is conveyed to Bombay, and thence shipped to the 
Persian Gulf, Eed Sea, and China. Its chief use is in perfumery, 
and in China it is burnt in the temples, and used medicinally to 
excite the appetite. In Cashmere it is not much used except 
to keep away insects from shawls. It is known by the name of 
Koot in the bazaars. 

In the Bible there are two Hebrew words translated Cassia. 
The first, ^ Kiddah ” (Exod. xxx. 24), is supposed to be cinna- 
mon obtained from Ceylon. The second, “ Ketzioth ” (Ps. xlv. 8), 
is supposed to be the Koot or Costus roots as now known. 

Cotton, an ancient name for cloths made of the woolly hairs 
attached to the seeds of Oossypium herlaceumy of the Mallow 
family (Malvaceae). There are many varieties, which assume 
different aspects under cultivation. It is generally treated as an 
annual, but if left alone it becomes a branched shrub. The typical 
form that supplies the great bulk of the Cotton of commerce is 
generally known by the name of Gossypium larbadense^ which 
under different forms is cultivated in all Cotton-producing 
countries, which extend about 36® on both sides of the equator. 
It varies in height according to soil, climate, and mode of cultiva- 
tion, seldom exceeding 2 or 3 feet, but as a shrub attaining a 
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height of 15 to 20 feet ; its leaves are generally heart-shaped^ 
three or five lobed, and of a soft texture. The flowers are 
showy, either yellow, pink, or red, succeeded by a three or five 
celled capsule, which, when ripe, bursts open, presenting a mass 
of white filaments, and these, after separation from the seed, 
form the Cotton of commerce, which, next to food-plants, may 
be considered of the first importance to man ; the cloth woven 
from its fibre being now in general use, it may be said, by all 
nations of the earth. The first notice of it is found in ancient 
Indian books, written more than 800 years before the Christian 
era. It, however, does not appear to have been known in Greece 
and Western Asia in the time of Herodotus, 500 years B.c. 
That ancient writer says that the Indians had a plant that 
bore, instead of fruit, a wool like that of sheep, but finer and 
better, of which they made clothes. Two hundred years after 
this Theophrastus speaks of it as growing in Ethiopia. It also 
appears about that time to have become known in Egypt. 
Cotton also seems to have been early known in America. On 
the discovery of that country in 1492 Columbus found it in 
common use by the natives in Cuba Cortez and Pizarro found 
the Cotton plant was utilised in Mexico ; and remains of Cotton 
cloth having been found in* the tombs of the Incas in Peru, 
prove its use to be of ancient date both in America and India. 
The seeds of Cotton are about the size of small peas. They 
contain a large quantity of oil, and are crushed and made into 
cakes for food for cattle. 

Ootton Grass {EriopJiorum aTigustifolium), a perennial plant 
of the Sedge family (Cyperacese), a native of this country, which, 
with other species, occupies tracts in marshy ground. When 
in flower it forms conspicuous masses consequent on its grassy 
stalks being terminated by a head of flowers, which when per- 
fect becomes a tuft of white cotton -like down, with which 
cushions are sometimes stuffed. 

Ootton Thistle {Onopordon AcantMwm)^ a biennial of the 
Composite family (Compositse), a magnificent thistle, native of 
South Europe; it has become indigenous in this country. 
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Generally found cultivated in gardens, attaining the height 
of 6 or 8 feet; it has numerous hoary, stiff branches, each 
terminated by a thistle head of pink flowers ; the whole having 
the appearance of a magnificent candelabrum. 

Ootton-wood, a common name for Populus monUifera. (See 
Poplar.) 

Couxnarin, an odoriferous principle common to the Tonquin 
Bean (Dipteryx odoratd), Faham Tea of the Mauritius (Angrcecma 
fragrans), Sweet Woodruff (Aspenila odorata), Melilot (MelUotus 
Swiss Melilot (MelUotus ccerulea), and the sweet- 
smelling Vernal Grass (Anthomnthum odoratum). This last is 
a common grass in hay-fields, and it imparts the sweet odour to 
newly-made hay ; and it is probable that hay fever, as it is 
called, to which many people are liable during the hay harvest, 
may be attributed to the Coumarin in the atmosphere. Hay 
fever is also thought to be due to the amount of pollen floating in 
the air during the flowering season of the com and grass crops. 
Besides the above-mentioned sources of Coumarin, it is also foxmd 
ivL JEupatorium arowMicum and JE, glutinosum, perennial herbs of 
the Composite family (Compositae), natives of North America. 

Oourbaril Tree (Eymenoea Courbaril), a large tree of the 
Bean family (Leguminosae), with simple bilobed leaves, native 
of the West Indies and tropical America, where it attains a 
large size, the diameter of the tme stem being 6 to 9 feet, sur- 
rounded by buttresses, measuring round the base above 80 feet 
in circumference; some trees are supposed to be more than 
1000 years old. The pods are thick, flat, 3 to 4 inches in 
length, and 2 inches broad. They contain a few bean-like seeds 
embedded in pulp, which becomes mealy as the pod ripens, and 
is eaten by the natives. It early received the name of the West 
Indian Locust Tree. It yields a kind of copal gum, which is 
found in lumps under the roots of the tree. (See Copal.) 

Oow Parsley, a name given to the different species of the 
genus Chcerophyllurriy perennial herbs of the Carrot family 
(Umbelliferse). C. sylvestre is a native of this country, and known 
by the name of Wild CherviL The most important of the 
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genus is G. lulbosmn. Its stem is smooth, with swollen joints, 
and dissected leaves, bearing on its branches umbels of white 
flowers, like the white carrot It is a native of Europe, and is 
cultivated in some parts of Germany for the sake of its tubers, 
which are about the size of a hen’s egg ; when weU cultivated 
it is very prolific, and two acres will yield about ten tons of roots. 
They are very nutritious, and contain a large quantity of starch. 
They may be dug up in June, but are not perfect till September, 
when they have the flavour of vanilla, and form a wholesome 
food. Another tuberous-rooted edible species is C. Prescottii, a 
native of Siberia, described as having roots as large as a parsnip. 
Tuberous roots are also characteristic of the genus Peucedanumy 
allied to the above, represented in this country by P. officinaUy 
known as Sulphurwort ; but the most worthy of notice are 
P. triternatum and P. nudicauUy natives of Sierra Nevada and 
California. They have tuberous roots about the size of nuts, and 
have a mild sweet taste, and contain much starch and other 
nutritious matter. They are largely collected by the Indians, 
and form a large portion of their food. 

Oow Parsnip {Heradeum sphondylium), — The common Cow 
Parsnip is a perennial of the Carrot family (Umbelliferae), 
native of this country. Its stem attains a height of 4 to 5 
feet, bearing broad bipinnate leaves, and large umbels of whitish 
flowers. It possesses no special property ; toy pop-guns are 
made of its hollow stems. H, gigwrdevm is remarkable for its 
great size, attaining the height of 10 to 12 feet, and bearing 
large umbels of yellow flowers ; it is a native of Siberia. It is 
the tallest plant of the Umbelliferae. 

Oow Tree (Brosimum Galactodendron), a tree of the Bread- 
fruit family (Artocarpaceae). This is the Palo de Vaca or Cow 
Tree, first described by Humboldt. It is a native of Vene- 
zuela, where it attains a height of from 80 to 100 feet, 
and forms large forests ; it has oblong pointed leaves of a 
rusty colour on the under side, strongly veined and firm. On 
incisions being made in the trunk, a copious flow of milky 
sap is obtained, which is extensively used by the natives as ^ 
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substitute for milk, and has been daily used by Europeans 
without producing any ill effects. With this knowledge, and 
impressed with Humboldt’s comparing the trees to cows, an 
Englishman was led to entertain the project of introducing and 
naturalising them in this country, thus conferring a great boon on 
the people. Accordingly, in 1830, he arrived in England with 
a great number of young trees — ^it was said 1000. To his philan- 
thropic views he added that of profit, and expected that his 
trees would be eagerly purchased for a guinea each ; but in this 
he was disappointed, for few were bought, tree-cultivators being 
aware that a forest tree from Venezuela could only be grown as 
a curiosity in a hothouse, which circumstance had not been 
thought of by the speculator ; and further, it was afterwards 
found that his trees were not true Cow trees, but a species of 
Adhras, as proved by one of the trees grown at Kew. 

2. Taherrmmmtaim viilis, the Cow tree of British Guiana, 
where it is called Hya-hya, a large much -branched tree 
of the Dogbane family (Apocynacese), with simple elliptical 
leaves. On wounding the stem a copious flow of milky sap 
issues, of the taste of sweet milk, but rather sticky, consequent 
on containing some caoutchouc. 

3. Collophora, a tree of the Dogbane family (Apocynacese), 
native of the countries of Eio Negro. It attains a height of 
30 to 35 feet, with a diameter of 12 inches. Its leaves are 
simple, and, with the branches, grow in verticels of threes ; in 
the flowering season it is profusely clad with corymbs of red 
flowers, which are conspicuous in the forest. On the bark being 
wounded, the milk flows abundantly, and is of the consistency 
of cow’s milk, of the purest white, and sweet to the taste. The 
Indian mode of taking this milk is to apply the mouth directly 
to the wound, and thus receive the milk as it flows. Dr. Spruce, 
the celebrated South American traveller, says r— “ I have many 
times partaken of it without experiencing any ill effects.” It is 
however, slightly viscid, which shows it to contain a little 
caoutchouc, and on that account it is considered useful as a 
medicine in dysentery. The natives cedi the trees Guma. 
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4. The Cow tree of Para is a lofty tree, attaining a height 
of 100 feet, belonging to the Star Apple family (Sapotaceae), and 
is supposed to be a species of Mimusopa {M. data). On incisions 
being made in the bark, a milky juice flows most copiously ; it 
is about the consistence of thick cream, from which, but for a 
slight peculiar flavour, it can scarcely be distinguished. By 
exposure to the air it thickens, and forms an adhesive glue, 
something like gutta-percha. The fruit is about the size of an 
apple, very juicy, and is sold in the markets of Para. The 
timber is very hard, and used for many purposes. In Para the 
tree is known by the name of Massaranduba. 

Cowbane {Cicuta virosa)^ a perennial aquatic of the Carrot 
family (Umbelliferse), producing an erect, hollow, much- 
branched, striated stem, 3 to 4 feet high, furnished with dis- 
sected leaves. It is like the hemlock, highly poisonous, and 
fatal accidents have occurred from eating its roots, and to 
cattle from eating its leaves. It is also called Water Hemlock. 
It is a native of this country, but, fortunately, not common. 
(Enanthe Phellandrium is also called Water Hemlock; it 
belongs to the same family, and is similar in habit to the pre- 
ceding, and is equally poisonous ; indeed, it may be said that all 
aquatic Umbelliferse are poisonous. 

Cowberry. (See Bilberry.) 

Cow-itch, or Cowhage (Mucuna pruriens)^ a strong tri- 
foliate-leaved climbing plant of the Bean family (Leguminosae), 
having somewhat the habit of the scarlet runner ; it and allied 
species are natives of tropical countries. The name Cow-itch 
is a corruption of the Indian name Cowhage. The pod is 
densely covered with small, very light, and short hairs, which 
are removed by the slightest touch, settling on and penetrating 
the skin, producing an intolerable itching well known to many 
travellers, and to those who incautiously handle the pods, or 
even open packages in which they are contained ; when mixed 
with honey or syrup they are used as a vermifuge. ' 

Cowrie, Eawrie, or Cowdie Pine (Dammara australis). (See 
Dammar.) 
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OowBlip {PHmvla veris), a perennial herb of the Primrose 
family (Primnlacese), native of this country ; it is known in some 
parts of the country by the name of Pea Gulls. It grows in moist 
places. By the ancient herbalists it was held in high repute 
for the cure of many disorders, but it has now lost its reputa- 
tion. In some parts of the country wine is made from the 
flowers, known as Cowslip Wine, which is very sparkling and 
pleasant. 

Cowslip, American {Dodecatheon Meadici), a perennial herb 
of the Primrose family (Primulaceae), native of the warm parts 
of North America ; introduced to this country about the middle 
of the last century, and has been always held in esteem as an 
ornamental and interesting plant in botanic gardens, and in 
private collections by amateurs. The scientific name is of 
fanciful derivation, meaning "twelve divinities,” and in the 
Western States it is called Shooting Star. 

Cowslip, Cape, a name given to the different species of Lachen- 
alia. There are a considerable number of species native of the Cape 
of Good Hope ; they are bulbous-rooted plants of the LiUacese, 
producing radical lanceolate leaves often spotted; the flowers 
are pendulous, produced on a stalk about 6 inches high, and are 
generally of a yellow colour. The species form ornamental 
plants in our greenhouses. 

Crab’s Eyes. {See Bead Trees.) 

Crab Oil, a name in Guiana for the oil expressed from the 
seeds of Garapa guianensis, a tree of the Bead-tree family 
(Meliacese), native of Guiana; it attains a height of 60 to 80 
feet, having laige, shining, -winged leaves of firtu texture. Its 
fruit consists of a globose hard shell about 4 inches in diameter, 
containing a number of large, brown, thick, wedge-shaped seeds, 
closely packed, which yield an oil used by the Indians for anoint- 
ing their hair, and small quantities are imported into this 
country. Its wood takes a fine polish, and is used for many 
purposes in Demerara. Under the name of G. guineenm, a 
similar tree has been described, native of Western tropical 
Afirica. It differs but litde from the preceding except in having 
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larger fruit, sometimes 6 inches in diameter. It also produces 
an oil. This species is now sunk under the former. 

Crab Tree, {See Apple.) 

Oranberry {Vaccinium (kyycoccus and V, macrocarpvm), 
slender, trailing-stemmed, small-leaved shrubs, belonging to the 
Cranberry family (Vacciniaceae). They are natives of this 
country and North America, growing in boggy heaths. The 
fruits are berries about the size of currants, which are collected 
for preserving and for making tarts. V. macrocarpuTn has the 
largest fruit, and is imported from North America, where it is 
extensively cultivated, especially near Berlin, Wisconsin, where 
about one-fourth of 750 acres of marsh is under cultivation. 
It is flooded during winter ; in the spring the water is drained 
off, and in October picking commences. Sometimes there are 
as many as 3000 pickers employed. The ground is so marshy 
that a wooden railway is laid from the centre of the operations 
to convey the berries in trucks to the warehouse, where they are 
laid on the upper floor, and on the lower are large fanni n g 
mills to which the berries are let down in hoppers, and are thus 
cleaned from leaves and other impurities. 35,000 bushels are 
sometimes collected from this spot in one season, the greatest 
quantity of which is sent to the Chicago market. This quan- 
tity is far surpassed in New Jersey, where in favourable seasons 
125,000 bushels are collected, valued at £60,000, 

Crassula, a genus of CrassulacesB, consisting of a great 
number of species, natives of South Africa, many of which are 
cultivated for their showy red flowers, especially C. falccUa and 
C. coccinea. The latter has of late years come into bad repute 
for its narcotic qualities, symptoms of poisoning having in some 
instances followed the mere smelling of the flowers, the effect in 
some cases continuing several days, even requiring medical aid. 
As it is a favourite window plant, it is advisable that it should 
not be kept in close rooms. 

Oream-fimit, a name in Sierra Leone for a fruit supposed 
to be produced by Boupellia, grata, a handsome creeper of the 
Dogbane family (Apocynacese). It has pretty white flowers 
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tinted with pink ; its fruit is a follicle full of silky hairs, and 
therefore does not agree with the description of the true Cream- 
fruit, which is said to be a lofty tree growing abundantly on the 
island of Plantains ; the fruit when wounded yields a quantity 
of fine white juice resembling the best milk, with which the 
negroes allay their thirst 

Cream of Tartar Tree {Adansmia Gregorii). (See Baobab.) 

Greasote Shrubs the common name for Zarrea mexicana, a 
shrub of the Bean Caper family (Zygophyllacess). Very abundant 
in some parts of Mexico, forming a dense scrub, particularly on 
the Colorado desert. It grows on the most sterile sandy soiL 
Its strong creasote odour renders it disagreeable to travellers, as 
also to animals. It is unfit for firewood, as it can scarcely be 
made to bum, its only apparent use being to fix the desert 
sands. The resinous exudation that is found upon the branches 
has, however, recently been proposed as a substitute for lac dye. 

Cress, Carden (Zepidium sativum), a weedy annual of the 
Cabbage family (Cmciferae), supposed to be a native of Persia. 
It was in use in this country more than 300 years ago ; it is in 
general cultivation along with mustard, both being used in 
their young state as salad. 

Cress, Indian, the garden name for Tropceolum minus and 
T. majus, annual plants of the Indian Cress family (Tropaso- 
laceae). They are well-known showy garden annuals, varying 
in the colours of their flowers ; the fruits are pickled and known 
by the name of Nasturtium Pickles. They possess the flavour 
of the common cress, and are used as a substitute for capers. 
Their flowers and leaves are used as salad. 

Cress, Water (Nasturtium officinale), a floating perennial 
of the Cabbage family (Cruciferas), common in rivers and brooks 
in this country, and cultivated in the neighbourhood of all large 
cities, being in general use as a salad cress. In London the 
cry of the Water-cress seller is one of ancient date. The plant 
is considered a good antiscorbutic. It has become naturalised 
in New Zealand, and grows so rapidly and strong as to choke 
up rivers. 
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Orocns. {See Saffron.) 

Orocus, Autumn. {See ColcMcum.) 

Orosswoodi a name in San Domingo for Jcicqymea rusdfolia^ 
a small tree of the Myrsine family (Myrsinaceae), native not 
only of San Domingo, but also of tropical America. It derives 
its name Crosswood from the circumstance of its branches 
being produced in whorls of four, thus forming a cross. It is 
held in high repute by the natives as a stauncher of blood and 
internal hsemorrhage, and they tell a long story how this pro- 
perty was discovered. Sir Eobert Schomburgk, however, found 
its vaunted properties to be wholly imaginary. 

Croton Oil, the name of an oil obtained from Croton tiglivm, 
a shrub of the Spurgewort family (Euphorbiaceae), native of 
India. The oil is a powerful purgative, and only used in small 
doses. It is made into pills, for if taken by itself it produces a 
burning heat in the throat; one drop is sufiBcient for a pill; 
when taken in large quantities it acts as a poison, causing 
symptoms like cholera, and frequently death. 

Crown Imperial {FritUlaria imperialist a bulb of the Lily 
family (Liliaceae), native of the South of Europe and Western 
Asia. It was introduced to this country about the end of the 
sixteenth century. Besides the brown-flowered varieties there 
is one with pure yellow flowers. Their bulbs contain starch, and 
in France their cultivation has been attempted as a substitute 
for the potato. F, Meleagris is a rare British plant, being found 
only in one or two localities, one of which is the meadows 
between Kew and Mortlake. It has solitary nodding flowers 
beautifully chequered with reddish brown. 

Cubebs. {See Pepper.) 

Cuckoo Buds. {See Buttercups.) 

Cucumber {Cvmmis sativus), a tendril climber or trailing 
annual of the Gourd family (Cucurbitacese). According to 
Bible history, the Cucumber was cultivated in Egypt in the time 
of Moses, and is still cultivated there, and forms a great part of 
the food of the people. It is also cultivated in most warm 
countries, and even in England produces a crop in the open air; 
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but to obtain early and fine ihdt it is grown in heated frames. 
There are many varieties, some producing fruits of great length. 
Ghirkins are simply Cucumbers gathered in a young state, and 
form a well-known pickle. The principal ingredient in the 
West India Pickles is the fruit of (7. anguria. 

Cucumber Tree. {See Magnolia.) 

Cudbear {Lecanora tartared), a crustaceous lichen growing 
abundantly on stones, rocks, walls, and on dry ground ; early 
employed in Scotland and Wales for dyeing woollen cloth. Its 
name Cudbear is a corruption of the Christian name of Dr. 
Cuthbert Gordon, who was the first person to bring it into 
extensive use, and who took out a patent for a new process of 
preparing it. In the North of Scotland it is scraped off the 
rocks and sent to Glasgow market, but the quantity collected 
in the whole of Britain is small compared with the demand; 
a considerable quantity comes from other countries, Sweden 
alone supplying 150 tons annually. This dye, however, like that 
of Archil, is now being superseded by the aniline dyes made from 
coal-tar. 

Amother crustaceous lichen used as a dye is Parmelia 
parutina, its colour varying from yellow to red. It grows 
abundantly on brick and stone walls. 

Cigumaiy Bean. {See Nutmeg.) 

Culcit {BalaTUium cidcita)^ a fern of the tribe Dicksoniae ; 
the fronds are decompound, 3 to 4 feet high, produced from a 
decumbent progressing caudex, which is densely covered with 
long, brown, sOky hairs, which are used by the people of Madeira 
and Azores (where it is a native) for stuffing cushions and the 
like. 

Ouma. (See Cow Tree.) 

Oummin (Cuminum Cyminum), an annual of the Carrot 
family (Umbelliferae), with fennel-like leaves, and seeds like the 
celery, having an aromatic but somewhat bitter flavour. It 
appears to have been early cultivated in Palestine, as it is 
mentioned in Isaiah as well as in the New Testament. 

Oiudiiraiigo, a name in New Grenada for Gonoldbm con- 
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dv/rango, a milky, twining climber of the Swallowwort family 
(Asclepiadaceee), famed in New Grenada and other parts of 
tropical America as a cure for cancer. 

Oiirare or Ourare Poison. {See Urari.) 

Ouratella, a genus of small trees of the family Dilleniacese. 
C. americana is a native of the Savannahs of Guiana. It has 
rough leaves, used by the Indians as a substitute for sand-paper 
to polish their blow-pipes, war-clubs, etc. ; hence it has received 
the name Curatahie, from which the generic name Curatdla 
is derived. 

Currant, Black {E^e% nigrum)^ Red {B. rubrum), and 
White a variety of the latter. Deciduous bushy shrubs of 
the Gooseberry family (Grossulariacese), natives of many parts of 
Europe, North and West Asia, and North America, and found 
wild in some parts of this country. By cultivation their fruits 
have been greatly improved. They are used in the fresh, ripe 
state as a cooling dessert fruit, as well as for tarts, wine, etc., 
besides which many tons are made into preserves, especially of 
the red and black sorts. Currant is also the commercial name 
of the small variety of the grape-vine which comes from the 
island of Corinth, the word currant being a corruption of Corinth. 
{See Vine.) 

Cuscus, Ehus-Ehus, or Eoosa, the Indian name of Andro- 
pogon muricatus, a perennial tufted grass of great economical use 
in India, its fibrous roots being woven into a kind of fabric, 
used as blinds to keep flies and mosquitoes, as well as hot, dry 
winds, out of rooms and verandahs. Occasionally sprinkled 
with water, they emit a pleasant perfume. 

Cusso, the Abyssinian name for Hagenia ahyssinica, a tree 
of the Eose family (Eosacese). The Abyssinian traveller 
Bruce describes it as one of the most beautiful and handsome 
trees of that country. Its properties are powerfully anthel- 
mintic, and it is very efficacious in expelling worms, not only 
tape-worms, but the kind called Ascarides, to which the Abys- 
sinians are very subject. It is a moderate-sized tree, with winged 
leaves. 

T. 
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Onstard Apple (Anona reticulata), a tree of the Anona 
family (Anonaceee), native of the West Indies and tropical 
America, where it is cultivated for its fruit Its habit of 
growth is like that of a standard peach-tree, but taller. In 
shape its fruit is like a bullock’s heart, a name by which it is 
sometimes known. Its pulp is yellowish white, containing 
many seeds of an agreeable flavour, but somewhat gritty if 
gathered too soon. 

Oycas, a genus of the Cycad family (Cycadaceee), of which 
there are several species. The best known is Oycas revoluta, 
said to be a native of China and Japan, but common in many 
countries, even found in New Guinea. It was introduced in 
1737, and its palm-like appearance has caused it to become a 
favourite ornamental plant, its thick cylindrical stem often 
attaining the height, according to age, of 3 to 4 feet. It is now 
common in the West Indies and many parts of America. The 
pith of the stem contains a kind of sago, which has led to its 
being called the Sago Palm. Another species {C. circinalis) 
is abundant in Malabar and many other parts of India, as well 
as in the Moluccas, Malay, and other islands. It is a taller and 
more slender-stemmed species than the preceding, attaining the 
height of 20 feet, and sometimes forked. In New Ireland the 
natives make use of the nutty seeds for food. 

Ojrperas, the name of an extensive genus, consisting of 
several hundred species, the type of the Sedge family 
(Cyperaceae). They are annual or perennial grass-like plants, 
growing in tufts, having harsh sharp-edged sheathing leaves, and 
generally three-sided flower-stalks, varying from a few inches 
to 5 or 6 feet in height ; flowers consist of imbricated glumes or 
branched spikelets. They are common throughout the tropical 
and sub-tropical regions of both hemispheres. Two are natives 
of this country, C. fuscus and C. longus. Both are rare; the 
latter is sweet-scented, and known by the name of English 
Galingale. 

The roots of several species produce fleshy tubers, which 
form articles of food in different countries, being especially 



OYPEBSS 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


147 


cultivated in India, China, and some parts of tropical America. 
C. eseulentus is cultivated in France, Italy, and the South of 
Europe. The taste of the roots when roasted is compared to 
potatoes. It is by some used as a substitute for coffee. Several 
species are extensively cultivated for their flower - stalks, of 
which ropes and mats are made. The Indian floor-matting is 
made of the culms of (7. Pangorei, and in China C. tegetiformis 
and C. {Lepironid) mucronata are extensively cultivated. They 
are aquatic, and grow in the water like rice, attaining a 
height of 5 to 6 feet ; and in a manufactory near Canton forty 
looms are said to be constantly employed in making mats, which 
are of varied designs. They are generally of a pale yellow, but 
some are variously coloured. They are largely imported from 
Canton to Hong-Kong, United States, this, and other countries. 
{See Papyrus.) 

Cypress, Deciduous {Tcucodium distic1ium\ a tree of the 
Coniferae family, of considerable size, native of the Southern 
United States, having horizontal branches and small flat 
leaves, set in two rows (distichous), and are deciduous. It is 
perfectly hardy in this country, attaining a height of 50 or 
more feet. Its heart-wood is of a beautiful pink-red colour, 
but soft. It is remarkable for the hollow excrescences produced 
by the roots at a considerable distance from the tree, which rise 
to a height of 2 or 3 feet from the ground. They are used for 
m£tny domestic purposes in its native country. 

Cypress, Evergreen {Cupressm sempervirens), native of 
Western Asia. It has long been cultivated in this country and 
throughout the southern parts of Europe. It is much planted 
about Mohammedan burial-grounds, as may be seen in the 
neighbourhood of Constantinople. It attains the height of from 
40 to 60 feet, but in this country seldom reaches 20 feet, and 
maintains a compact pyramidal form. 

C]rpress, Funeral {Cvpressus JuriAris)^ a remarkable tree, 
native of China, attaining a height of 60 feet^ having pendu- 
lous branches like the weeping willow. It has been introduced 
into this country, but is not found to be quite hardy. 
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Oypreas, Portognese. Cedar.) 

Daffodil {Narcissus, pseudo-narcissus), a bulbous herb of the 
Amaiyllis family (Amaryllidacese), native of this country, and 
very generally cultivated in gardens for its early flowers. It 
contains an acrid principle, which produces injurious effects 
when the flowers are kept in rooms, Karcissus being derived 
from the word Narke, which means stupor. 

Dahlia, a genus of Compositse, consisting of thick tuberous- 
rooted, strong-growing herbs, attaining a height of 3 to 5 feet, pro- 
ducing solitary terminal flowers on the branches. There are two 
kinds— one with female rays, JD, superjlua, the other neuter, D. 
frustranea. They are, however, considered to represent but one 
species. The Dahlia is a native of Mexico, introduced into Eng- 
land about the beginning of the present century. At first it 
was considered that the tuberous roots could be used as a 
v^etable, but cultivation did not improve them, and they con- 
tinued hard and unpalatable. It was not till 1820 that they 
again came into notice by double flowers having been obtained, 
and for a number of years the Dahlia has held a liigh place as a 
florist’s flower, and prizes have been awarded for them at all 
horticultural exhibitions. A species named D. imperialis has 
of recent years been imported from Mexico. It is remarkable 
for its height, its stem being from 12 to 14 feet high, branching 
towards the apex, each branch terminated by a drooping head 
of florets 6 to 7 inches across. It is known as the Tree 
Dahlia. 

Dammar, the name of a resin produced by species of Dam- 
mam, a genus of the Fir family (Coniferae). About six species 
are known, widely distributed throughout the Malayan and 
other Asiatic islands of the southern tropic, one extending to 
New Zealand. They are tall trees, having nearly horizontal 
branches producing whorls which are articulate at the trunk, 
and on falling away leave a clear round scar or mark ; leaves 
entire, smooth, varying from rusciform to oblong elliptical, of a 
leathery tej^ture, with longitudinal veins, destitute of a midrib. 

1. Dc orimtdlis, native of Amboyna, Temate, and other 
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of the Molucca Islands, where it grows to a great height on the 
mountains. Its wood is said to he like cedar, light, and wholly 
unfit for exposure to the weather. It gives a resin called Dammar, 
which, as it flows from the tree, is thin and viscous, but in a 
few days it hardens, and is used for many purposes. 

2. D, australis, native of New Zealand, known as the Kawri 
or Cowdie Pine ; of this species trees are known to have attained 
the height of 200 feet, and as the stems of old trees are per- 
fectly clean and free of branches for a considerable height they 
are greatly valued for ship’s spars. 

The timber is in so much demand by the settlers that in 
time it is feared it will become exterminated if means are not 
taken for the preservation of the forests, and making new 
plantations. A resin like that produced by the first-named 
species issues from the trees, and forms hard lumps like copal. 
It is also found in large masses where no Kawri trees now grow, 
and large quantities are imported into this country, as also to 
the United States. It is used as a varnish and for dressing 
woven fabrics. 

3. B, mtierms, or by some called 7)iacrophylla, native of 
the Fiji Islands, called by the natives Dakna. In one of the 
islands (Korovono) some trees attain a height of from 80 to 
100 feet, and at 4 feet above the base, 16 feet in circumference, 
and free of branches to the height of 60 feet. It is stated that 
specimens have measured 18 to 27 feet in circumference. The 
wood is white, and is used for masts, booms, and spars, and all 
those purposes for which deal is usually employed in Europe. 
Great havoc has abeady been made in some of the islands by 
the axe and saw of the white man. This species also yields a 
resin, lumps of which have been found of fifty pounds weight 
under old stumps, and it is also found abundantly in districts 
where trees now grow ; it is called Mabradra by the natives, but 
has not yet been turned to any profitable account Quite 
recently a resin has been introduced to the London market 
under the name of Fijian Copal.' It is probable that this is the 
produce of vitimsis. 
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4 D. dbtvM, native of New Hebrides ; 

5. D. Moorii, native of New Caledonia ; 

6. D. rdimsta, native of Queensland, — are similar to the 
preceding. 

Dammar, Indian, is the produce of different species of the 
family Dipterocarpacese, one of which is Hopea miorantha, a tall 
tree native of Borneo. (See Wood Oil) And in Malabar 
Canarium striatum, a tree of the Myrrh family (Amyridacese), 
produces a resin known as Black Dammar. 

Damson. (See Plum.) 

Danehi, or Dhxmchi, in India the name of a fibre obtained 
from Ses^nia aadeata. A slender prickly-stemmed annual of 
the Bean fanuly (L^;uminosae), having winged leaves formed 
of numerous leaflets, which in some degree partake of the nature 
of the sensitive plant. In India it is cultivated for its fibre, 
which, although rough, is strong, and lasts a long time under 
water. It is also cultivated in some parts of tropical America. 

Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), a perennial plant of 
the Composite family (Compositae), having spreading lanceolate 
sinuous leaves rising from a tap root in the form of a rosette, 
producing single yellow flowers on a hollow stalk. A native 
of and a common weed in this coimtiy, also widely spread 
throughout the northern hemisphere. It is held in repute for 
its medical properties, its roots being a powerful diuretic, and by 
some they are used with coffee instead of chicory. Its leaves 
are bitter and tonic, and used as a salad like endive. It takes 
its name from Dent-de-lion, or lion’s tooth, from the leaves 
being supposed to resemble the teeth of a lion. 

Daiiewort, also called Dwarf Elder (Sandntcus Ebviw), a 
strong-growing perennial herb of the Woodbine family (Capri- 
foUacese), native of this country, growing in copses and margins 
of woods, but not commom It grows to a height of 2 to 2| 
feet ; its flowers are purple, in cjunes. It has leaves and black 
berries like the common -elder, but nauseous and fetid. There 
is a superstition attached to it, that it sprang originally from 
the blood of Danes slain in battle. 
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Darnel {Lolium temvlerUwm),, an annual grass, native of 
this country and Europe generally, and countries of the East. 
It is a troublesome weed in corn-fields, its ears being similar to 
rye. It is one of the few poisonous grasses, and if ground with 
true com is highly deleterious to those who eat the bread made 
of it. It is considered to be the tares among the wheat, men- 
tioned in the New Testament. 

Date Palm {Phoenix dactylifera), a wing -leaved palm, 
attaining a height of 50 or more feet. It is a native of North 
Africa, Egypt, S 3 rria, and Arabia, and has become naturalised 
in Spain and other parts of Southern Europe. It may tmly be 
called the ‘‘ Palm of the Desert,” occupying the fertile spots 
called Oases. Its fruits are produced in bunches of twenty, 
thirty, or more. They contain a great quantity of sugar, and are 
highly nutritious, forming an important article of food to millions 
of people. The hard kernels of the fruit are ground, and serve as 
food for camels and other domestic animals. Date stones have 
recently been brought to notice as a substitute for coffee, and 
are now roasted and sold in large quantities under the name of 
Date Coffee. Dates form an important article of trade to this 
country, chiefly from the North African ports. 

Date Plum, American, also called Persimmon {Diospyros 
virginiana)y a tree belonging to the Ebony family (Ebenacese), 
native of the United States. It attains a height of 50 or 60 feet, 
and has a rough, hard bark, and unisexual or bisexual flowers. 
The fruit is nearly round, about an inch in diameter, and of a 
yellowish orange colour ; it is very austere, but after being frosted 
is edible. These fruits are pounded and made into cakes, from 
which a kind of beer is prepared, and a spirit is obtained by 
fermentation and distillation. The tree is rare in this country. 
One, 40 feet high and 100 years old, may be seen at Kew, which 
in some seasons produces fruit. 

Date Plum, Chinese {Diospyros Kahi\ a tree, native of 
China and Japan, where, as well as in India, it is cultivated for 
the sake of its fruit, which is about the size of a small apple ; it 
is said to be delicious, and is made into a preserve. It has^ 
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been introduced into Egypt, whence it is called Lotus Tree. It 
has fruited at Kew. 

Date Flum, European (Diospyros Lotus), a low -growing 
tree, native of the South of Europa It produces a small fruit, 
which is supposed by some writers to be one of the fruits eaten 
by the people called Lotophagi. {See Lotus.) 

Datura, the botanical name of a genus of annual or soft- 
wooded, single -stemmed shrute or small trees of the Night- 
shade family (Solanaceae). The best known in gardens is 
D. Stramonium, the Thom Apple, a rude -growing, strong- 
smelling annual, 2 feet high, with stiff spiny branches and 
large ovate leaves, the margins of which are irregularly 
toothed. The flowers are white, large, spreading, trumpet-like*, 
and the fruit a capsule about the size of a walnut, containing 
numerous seeds. The plant is a native of India, and was first 
cultivated in gardens in this country, but it has now become 
wild on margins of cultivated ground and rubbish heaps. It is 
highly narcotic and poisonous, deaths having occurred from 
eating its leaves in mistake for spinach ; the leaves when 
smoked as tobacco are considered beneficial in asthma. It is 
supposed that the seeds of D. Stramonium have the effect of 
producing delirium, and are said to have been used by the 
priests of Apollo at Delphi to produce their ravings, which were 
called prophecies. They are also used by the Thugs or poisoners 
in India to carry on their nefarious practices, and in this 
country for drugging. D^fastuosa, JP. Metel, and others, all now 
wddely spread throughout warm countries, possess the same 
properties as stramonium. 

2. D. arhorea, better known as D. suaveolens, is an old in- 
habitant of the gardens of this country, native of Peru, having 
been introduced about 150 years ago. A thick, soft-wooded, 
single-stemmed shrub or small tree, not exceeding 20 feet in 
height. It has large, soft, elliptical leaves, and in cultivation 
it produces a profusion of large, white, fragrant, bell-shaped 
flowers, and is a highly ornamental conservatory plant This 
and the following species have by modem botanists been 
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separated from Datura as a distinct genus under the name of 
Brvgrfia'rma^ the principal distinctive character being their 
arborescent habit and smooth fruits. 

3. 2). sanguinea is, like the preceding, a soft- wooded shrub 
or small tree, with large, orange-coloured, tubular flowers, which 
are highly ornamental in the conservatories of this country. It 
is a native of Peru, Darien, and other parts of Central America. 
Its seeds, like those of stramonium, are highly narcotic. Much 
superstition is attached to it by the Indians, who prepare a 
drink from the seeds called Tonga, the use of which, they 
believe, brings them into communication with the spirits of their 
forefathers. Shortly after drinking stupor comes on, and the 
eyes become fixed on the ground ; in about a quarter of an hour 
the mouth is convulsively closed, and the eyes begin to roU, 
and the whole body becomes fidghtfully convulsed. This is 
succeeded by several hours* sleep ; on awakening the sufferer 
relates his visions to his friends. 

In Darien the Indians give the drink to their children, 
and it produces a state of excitement in which they are sup- 
posed to possess the power of discovering gold ; where they fall 
the spot is dug, and as gold dust is more or less found in every 
part of the soil, sufficient is generally obtained to confirm their 
belief in the method of detecting gold. 

Dawa, a name of a tree in Fiji. {See Litchi.) 

Deal, the name given to woods of the Pine tribe. {See Fir 
Trees.) 

Deodar. {See Cedar.) 

Devil’s Tree. {See Dita Bark.) 

Dewberry. {See Bramble.) 

Dhal, an Indian name for the seeds of Cajanus indium. 
{See Pigeon Pea.) 

Dhouilra, the Egyptian and Indian name for l^illet. 

Dika, or Udika n:«ad, a name in the Gaboon country of 
Western tropical AMca for a preparation made ftmn the seeds of 
Irvingia Barteri, a tree of the Quassia family (Simarubacese) ; the 
fruits are pulpy, the size of a peach or large plum ; as they fall 
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from ihe tree they are placed in a laige heap, where they remain 
two or three days, until they begin to decompose ; the seeds are 
then separated and cracked, the kernels are taken out, put into 
a large mortar, and crushed into a homogeneous mass, after 
which they are put in the sim and allowed to melt, forming a 
greasy substance, which is made into cakes by finally pressing it 
into bluntly conical moulds. This substance keeps a long time 
without becoming rancid, and the natives use it for food. The 
solid oil or fat which is expressed fi*om the kernels also has the 
property of retaining its sweetness for a long time. 

Dikamali Resin, also called Cambi Resin, names given in 
India to a gum-resin obtained from Gardenia ludda, a large, stiff- 
branched shrub of the Cinchona family (Cinchonacese), native 
of many parts of India. It is cultivated in the gardens of the 
Deccan, and is found wild in the island of Elephants, near 
Bombay. The resin exudes in transparent drops or tears from 
the extremities of the young shoots, and especially from the 
flower-buds. It is formed into small cakes or lumps, and 
becomes very hard, and of a blackish-green colour, and when 
pounded has an aromatic smell like myrrh, which it resembles 
in its medicinal properties. It is also applied externally for 
ulcers as a preventive against mortification. 

DiU (Anethum graveolens), a weed-like annual of the Umbel 
family (Umbelliferae), cultivated for its aromatic fruits (generally 
known as seeds in commerce), which are similar to caraway. 
Dill-water is obtained by distillation of the fruits, and is used 
in medicine. The plant is a native of Southern Europe and 
Western Asia, and appears to have been early cultivated in 
Palestine, it being the Anise of the New Testament, but not the 
Anise plant as now known (which see). 

DBlfinia, the name of a genus and type of the &mily Dil- 
letuacete. It* consists of \axge tiees inhahiting dense foiests in 
India, Bnxmah, and the Malayan Peninsula and Idands. They 
have large alternate leaves, generally of an oval or oblong shape, 
and strongly marked with parallel veins running straight from 
the midrib to the margin, ending in sharp teeth. Flowers 
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yellow, large, and showy. DUlmia indica and D. pmtagyrui 
are common in India, attaining a height of 30 to 40 feet. 
The leaves of perUagyna are very large, averaging in old trees 
from 1 to 2 feet long, and in young trees even longer. D. scahreUa 
is a smaller tree, and has very rough leaves, which are used 
instead of sand-paper. The fruit of D. vndica is about 3 inches 
in diameter, consisting of the calyx, which is enlarged and 
fleshy ; it is edible, but acid ; the natives in India use it in 
curries or for making jelly, and the acid juice sweetened with 
sugar forms a cooling drink. The wood is hard, and used for 
making gun-stocks and the like. 

Diss, an Algerian name for the fibrous stems of a reed-like 
grass {AmpelodesTTios tenax\ used for paper-making. 

Dita Bark, a name in India, especially about Bombay, for 
the bark of Alstonia scholaris, a tree of the Dogbane family, 
(Apocynaceae). It is widely diffused throughout India and the 
Malayan Islands ; it is a stiff-branched tree, attaiaing a height 
of 50 to 80 feet, with a furrowed tnmk ; it has oblong leaves, 3 
to 6 inches long and 2 to 4 wide, produced in fours round the 
branches. The bark is intensely bitter, and used by the natives 
in bowel complaints, and its milky juice as a kind of gutta- 
percha. It has recently been introduced into this country for 
use in medicine. It is also called Devil's Tree. 

Divi-Divi {Gcesalpinia wriaria), a tree 20 to 30 feet high, 
of the Bean family (Leguminosae), with compound-winged leaves, 
native of the West Indies, Mexico, and many parts of South 
America. It has tough curved pods of a reddish-brown colour, 
largely imported into this country for dyeing and tanning, under 
the above name of Divi-Divi. 

Dock, a common name for different species of Bumex, a 
genus of the Rhubarb family (Polygonaceae), of which there are 
many species widely distributed over the northern hemisphere, 
fifteen being natives of Britain. They are weedy plants, and 
pests in cultivated ground. Two species are cultivated in 
gardena (See SorreL) 

Dodder, a common name for the species of CusciUa, a genus 



166 


DICTIONABY OF POPULAR NAMES 


DOGWOOD 


of tihe Dodder family (Cuscatocece), of which there are several 
species ; they are slender, thread-like, twining, leafless parasites, 
involTing and destroying the whole plant on which they grow. 
Two species are natives of this country, viz. C. EpUhyimm, which 
grows abundantly on Ericas, and C. turopea upon thistles and 
nettles or other soft plants within its reach, and bringing them 
to final destruction. Of late years two other species have acci- 
dentally been introduced, viz. Flax Dodder {C. Trifolii) and 
Clover Dodder (C. EpUinum). The first destroys whole fields of 
flax, and the latter preys to a great extent on clover, both plants 
being the cause of great losses to the agriculturist In India 
some species are very large and powerful, involving trees of 
considerable size in their grasp. 

Dogwood {Comris sanyuinea), a shrub or small tree of the 
Cornel family (Comacese), common in hedges and waste places 
in this country and throughout Europe and Northern Africa ; 
well known by its pretty, smooth red branches and black 
berries. It received the names of Dogwood and Hoimd’s Tree 
from the circumstance of a decoction of its bark having been 
used for washing mangy dogs. The wood is hard, and is 
sometimes used for butchers’ skewers, toothpicks, etc. The 
fruit is black, about the size of a currant, very bitter, and yields 
an oil used in France for burning in lamps and for soapmaking. 
The plant is also called Cornel Tree. The name Dogwood is also 
applied to the stems of Bhamnm Frangvla, which are largely 
used for making charcoal for the manufacture of the best rifle 
gunpowder. {8u Buckthorn.) 

Dogwood, Tawnanian {Bedfordia sadieina), a small tree of the 
Composite family (Composit8e),seldom exceeding ISfeet in height. 
Its wood is hard, of a beautiful grain, and used for cabinet-work. 

Donax {Anmdo Eoruac), a strong-growing, cane-like grass, 
resembling the bamboo in habit, but only averaging 8 to 10 feet 
in height It is a native of the South of Europe and Palestine. 
Its stems are used formany domestic purposes, such as walking- 
sticks, measuring-rods, and musical pipes ; pan-pipes are made 
<^tliem. 
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Doon, a Cingaleae name for Doona zeylamca, a large tree of 
the Dipterocarpacese family, native of Ceylon; the timber is much 
esteemed for building purposes. A resin exudes, from the trunk 
resembling damma r , which is mixed with paddy-husks, and 
used for burning in lamps. 

Doorda, or Doorwa, the name in India for Cynodon dadyUm, 
a creeping-rooted, perennial, low grass, its flowers being digitate 
in spikes; it is a native of this coimtiy, but rare. In many 
coimtries it occupies large areas; Dr. Spruce describes it as 
abundant on the eastern slopes of the Andes. By its creeping 
roots it spreads rapidly, and may be called a conqueror, as other 
plants give way to it. In India it abounds in the Sunderbunds. 
When its leaves dry up in the sun, its roots form a never-failing 
supply for feeding horses in Calcutta, and a cooling drink is 
said to be made from them. 

Doum Palm. {See Gingerbread Palm.) 

Dragon's Blood {Calamus draco), a wing-leaved, slender- 
stemmed palm, similar in habit to that which famishes the 
chair canes. It is a native of Sumatra and other Malayan 
islands. The fruits, which grow in bunches, are about the size 
of a cherry, and are covered with imbricating scales of a red 
colour coated with a resinous substance, which is collected 
by placing the fmits in a bag and shaking them ; the Mction 
loosens the resin, which is then formed into sticks or cakes, and 
constitutes the best Dragon’s Blood of commerce. It is used for 
varni shin g and staining wood, etc. Other species of Calamus 
help to furnish the Drjgon’s Blood of commerce. 

Dragon’s Blood Tree {Dracama draco), a tree of the Ijly 
family (Liliaceae), native of the West Coast of Africa^ Canaries, 
and adjacent islands. Young plants of this have a similar 
appearance to Yucca gloriosa, but it grows into a large tree; 
after having attained a certain height it produces branches. 
The famous dragon tree of Oiotava, in Teneriffe, believed to be 
the oldest vegetable organism in the world, is stated to have 
been 70 feet high and 48 feet in circumference ; its stem was 
hollow, and had a staircase in it as high as the point where its 
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branches commenced. It was entirely destroyed in 1867, hav- 
ing previously suffered much from storms. A portion of one of 
its branches is preserved in the Kew Museum. Dracoena dram 
was introduced into the Boyal Gardens many years ago, and in 
1864 one specimen had attained the height of 30 feet, bearing a 
crown of sword-shaped leaves on a cylindrical stem six inches 
in diameter. A red resinous substance called Dragon’s Blood 
is a secretion of matter that collects at the base of the leaves, 
which, after the leaves fall, hardens, and is scraped off, and is 
similar in its nature to the preceding. 

Dragon’s Plant, Common, Dracunculus rvlgare (Arum 
Dracunculus, lin.), a tuberous-rooted herb of the Arum family 
(Aroidese), having a snake-Uke, mottled stem and pedate leaves, 
and attaining a height of about 3 feet. It produces a large, 
dark-coloured spathe, which emits an offensive odour, and while 
the pollen is discharging it gives off sufficient heat to be felt on 
putting the hand into the spathe. It is a native of the South of 
Europe, and is common in botanic gardens. 

Dry-rot is the name given to decayed timber caused by the 
mycelium of several species of fimgi which under certain con- 
ditions of heat and moisture attack woodwork in ships, houses, 
and wooden erections in general, growing in the dark, and 
rapidly increasing in bulk, first covering the surface with a 
series of thread-like filaments, which are continually being added 
to, and ultimately forming a thick, leathery, white substance, 
such as is often found behind the partitions of walls and under 
floors. It penetrates the wood in all directions, reducing it to 
powdery rottermess, in many cases domg irreparable mischief 
before it is observed. The perfect plant is only occasionally 
seen issuing from a crevice or some opening in the woodwork. 
The following are the names of two of the principal Dry-rot 
fungi : — Polyporm Ivybridua, which affects oak timber in ships, 
andP. deslruetor, as also ITul^horapuieana, chi^y on pine-wood, 
in dwelling-houses and other buildings. Mervlim laerynums 
differs iiom the preceding in the thick mycelium being moist, 
(dten dripping like tears, hence its name lacrymans. DaedaUa 
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querdna grows on decaying stumps of trees, often attaining a 
large size. 

Dulse (^Rhodomenia pdlmata)^ a sea plant of the family 
CeramiacesB, growing abundantly on the rocky shores of this 
country, and also in Ireland, being found at the lowest ebb of 
the tide. It has divided fronds about 6 inches in length, of a 
red colour, and is eaten in a raw state as a salad, and considered 
extremely beneficial in scrofulous complaints, its efl&cacy being 
no doubt due to the iodine it contains. 

Dumbcane {Dieffenhachia seguina)^ a plant of the Arum 
family (Aroideae), native of the West Indies, having a fleshy 
cane-like stem, IJ inches in diameter, and from 4 to 6 feet high. 
Its leaves are oblong ellipticaL It is highly acrid and poisonous. 
If a portion be chewed in the mouth it causes the tongue to 
swell and loss of speech for some time ; hence the name Dumb- 
cane. 

Durian {Durio zihethimts\ a tree of the family Stercu- 
liaceae, native of the Indian and Malayan Archipelagoes, a 
large forest tree attaining a height of 70 or 80 feet, in general 
appearance resembling the elm. The leaves are simple, oblong 
elliptical, acuminate. The flowers are of a pale yellow colour, 
produced on the main stem and larger branches. The fruit 
is a five-valved capsule of globose or oval form, about 10 
inches long by 7 wide. The rind is thick and hard, covered 
with strong prickles. It is five - celled, each cell containing 
four or five seeds, which are as large as pigeons* eggs, and 
are embedded in a cream-coloured pulp, which is extremely 
luscious and enticing to eat, having the taste of a rich cus- 
tard, flavoured with almonds; but the flavour varies, some- 
times being like cream cheese, sherry wine, onion sauce, and 
other flavours. It is the general opinion that there is no other 
fruit either of tropical or temperate climes that combines in 
itself such a delicious flavour with such an abominably offensive 
odour, an odour that may be compared to putrid animal matter, 
or rotten onions. This makes the fruit very repugnant to 
Europeans ; but when once this repugnance is overcome, the 
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Durian is highly esteemed. The tree is extensively cultivated, 
and during its season the fruit forms a great part of the food of 
the natives. The seeds are roasted, and the unripe fruit is 
boiled as a vegetable. 

Dntch Bulbs^ a name given to bulbous-rooted plants, ex- 
tensively grown around Haarlem, in Holland, and forming an 
important export trade to this, America, and other countries. 
They consist chiefly of Hyacinth, Narcissus, Crocus, Tulips, 
Anemones, and Kanunculus. Besides the quantities imported 
by nurserymen and seedsmen, large quantities are sold in 
different auction-rooms in London. 

Dutch Bushes, the name given to different species of 
Equisetum^ well known in this country as Horsetails. In 
Holland they grow on the banks of canals, and on the sea 
ramparts, which are often bound together by their strong and 
matted roots. Their stems, under the name of Dutch Bushes, 
form an article of trade, being employed for polishing the 
smooth surfaces of wood, bone, and even metal; the pro- 
perty which gives it its value for this purpose is due to the 
presence of a very large quantity of silex (sand), which is 
deposited in the form of little crystals, rendering the surface 
rough like a rasp or file. The best for this purpose is Equisdum 
hyemaU. 

DwaL {See Nightshade.) 

Dyeris Weed. {See Woad). 

Eagle-woody a name in India for the wood of Aquilaria 
Agallocha, a tall tree of the Wood Aloe family (Aquilariaceae), 
having alternate lance-shaped leaves. It is a native of India, 
Java, and other islands. The wood is fragrant, and contains a 
resinous oil, which is burnt as a perfume in temples. 

Earth Ohestnuty also called Pignut {Bunium bullocastanum 
and Bwwivm flexvma), perennial multifid -leaved herbs of the 
Carrot family (Umbelliferse), natives of this country, growing 
on banks and waste places. Their roots bear nut-like tubers, 
which are sweetish to the taste, and are dug up and eaten by 
diildrem They are also called Kipper and Pignuts, and in 
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Scotland Lousy-ar-nuts, so called on the supposition that eating 
them breeds lice. 

Earth Pea, or Oronnd Nut {ArcLchis hypogcBci). It is an 
annual clover-like plant belonging to the family Leguminosae, 
attaining a height of 2 feet. It is supposed to have been 
originally a native of America, but is now cultivated in most 
warm countries. It is curious for its seed-pod being perfected 
under ground. It is about 2 inches long, and contains two or 
three pea-like seeds of an earthy flavour, extensively used as 
food by the negroes. They contain an oil, and are imported in 
large quantities into this country, and the oil expressed by crush- 
ing is very sweet, and is largely used for adulterating olive oil. 
An allied plant, Voandzeia suhterranea, is a decumbent annual, 
also extensively cultivated as an article of food in Western and 
South Africa, and has become naturalised in the warm parts of 
America. 

Eau-de-Cologne. {See Eosemar}^) 

Ebony. — This is furnished by several species of Diospyros, a 
genus of the Ebony family (Ebenaceae) — Ceylon Ebony by 7?. 
Ebenum; Indian Ebony by D, Ebenaster and D, melanoxylon; and 
Mauritius Ebony by D, reticulata. They are large but slow- 
growing trees, with firm, dark-coloured, simple leaves. By age 
the interior of the wood becomes hard and black, and is the 
Ebony of commerce ; the exterior remaining white and spongy. 
Ebony is mentioned in the Bible as an article of merchandise, 
obtained probably from Ceylon. 

Ebony, Jamaica or West Indian {^Brya Ebmvs), a slender 
tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse), attaining a height of 
30 feet or more, having slender spiny branches and winged 
leaves. It is a native of Jamaica, and has hard wood of a 
greenish-brown colour, which takes a good polish. It is some- 
times called Green Ebony, and is also known by the name of 
Cocus Wood. In an article in the journal of the Linnsean 
Society in 1857 it is stated that a turner by the name of Eord 
was employed by Government to turn some thousands of round 
rulers of this wood, and that it made his hand become green. 
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which could not be removed by the application of different 
washes. 

Ebony, Bt. Helena {Melhinia melanoxylon), a small tree of 
the Ciocoa Nut family (Byttneriacese), one of the special plants 
found only in St. Helena, where it is indigenous ; the trees 
liaving, however, been cut down in large numbers for firewood, 
and the young plants destroyed by goats which were introduced 
into the island, the plant has become nearly, if not entirely, 
exterminated. Dr. Koxbuigh, who botanised in St. Helena in 
1816, says the few trees remaining are about 10 to 15 feet high, 
their trunks crooked and about as thick as a man’s tliigh, the 
branches very numerous and spreading. In old trunks the wood 
is hard and black like Ebony. A supposed second species is M, 
erythroxyloriy which has red wood, but which is not now found 
in the island. 

Eddoes. {See Lotus and Taro.) 

Egg Plant {Solanuvi Melongena), an annual herb of the 
Nightshade family (Solanaceae), native of South America, and 
now spread over the tropics. It was introduced into Britain in 
1597. It is a tender aimual plant, cultivated for curiosity. Its 
fruit re.sembles an egg. There are several varieties, the fruits of 
which vary in colour from white to red, yellow or dull purple, 
and in shape more or less round or oblong. It is much culti- 
vated in France, as also a sort called Bringall or Brinjal, of 
which French cooks make great use for culinary purposes. 

Elaterinm. {See Squirting Cucumber.) 

Elder Tree {SarnJmcm nigra ). — This well-known tree belongs 
to the Woodbine family (Caprifoliaceae). It seldom exceeds 20 
or 30 feet in height. Its various parts are applied to many 
domestic uses. Its wood is white and hard, and used for making 
skewers, shoemakers’ pegs, and for articles of turnery. Elder 
Wine is made from its black berries, which are also used for 
colouring port wines. A well-known eye-wash is made from its 
flowers, which is also used as a lotion for the skin and for 
fomentations. Herbalists make an ointment of the leaves, and 
a tea is made from the flowers, to which many virtues are 
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ascribed. The strong smell of the leaves has been supposed to 
keep insects from plants. It is a native of England and Europe 
generally, and in this country is to be seen growing in neglected 
and waste places and about ruins. In Scotland it is called the 
Boutry Tree, and is considered poisonous, and a great deal of 
superstition is attached to it. 

Elecampane {Invla Hdmiwm), a strong-growing perennial 
herb of the Composite family (Compositae), with large entire 
leaves, and flower-stem 3 or 4 feet high, bearing large yellow- 
rayed flowers. It is a native of this country, and is cultivated 
for its roots. The whole plant has an aromatic bitter flavour, 
especially the root, which abounds in a mucilaginous principle 
resembling starch. It has been famed as a medicinal plant of 
great virtue, but is now out of repute, and is only used for 
flavouring sweets. 

Elemi, the name of a fragrant gum-resin obtained from 
different trees, chiefly from species of Amyris and Idea belonging 
to the Myrrh family (Amarydacefe). They are natives chiefly of 
tropical America and India. A. elemifera, of Mexico and Vera 
Cruz, yields Mexican Elemi. Carmrium commune, a tall tree of 
the same family, native of Amboyna, Luzon, the Moluccas, and 
Penang, produces Manilla Elemi. 

Elephant Apple {Feronia elephantum), a large wing-leaved 
tree of the Orange family (Aurantiace£e), common throughout 
India, Ceylon, and Burmah. The fruit is about the size of a 
large apple, and has a hard woody rind, containing numerous 
seeds embedded in pulp, wliich tastes like that of the Bengal 
quince, and has similar medicinal properties. It is also known 
by the name of Wood Apple. 

Elephant’s-foot Plant {See Tortoise Plant) 

Elm {Ulmus campestrH ), — The common elm is a well-known 
tree of the family Ulmacese, valued for its timber, which is used 
for many purposes, particularly for works underground or in 
water. The Wych Elm {Ulmue montana) also affords good 
timber, but does not grow to so la^e a size. The Elm is exten- 
Bively grown in this country, lives to a great age, and is some* 
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times of large dimensions. In consequence of Z7, campestriB not 
producing perfect seeds in this country, and there being no 
evidence of its being found in a wild state, it is therefore sup- 
posed that it is not a native ; while U. morUana seeds freely, 
and is abundantly wild in Scotland. 

Elm, American (Tllmus aviei'icana)^ native of North 
America, abundant in Nova Scotia and Canada, extending to the 
Southern United States. It is a tree resembling the English 
Elm, but has larger leaves, and attains a greater height, even 
that of 100 feet The wood is used for the same purposes as the 
preceding, but is not so hard, and is less durable. Its inner 
bark is very tough, and is used for weaving into seats for common 
chairs and the like. 

Emden Groats. {See Oats.) 

Endive {Cichcrium Undivia), an annual of the Composite 
family (Compositae), said to be a native of the East Indies or 
China. It was introduced about 300 years ago ; it is in general 
cultivation as a winter salad plant. There are several varieties, 
the principal being the broad-leaved and curled endive. 

Ensete, a name in Abyssinia for Mtisa £nsete, a noble plant 
of the Banana family (Musaceae). It was originally discovered 
by Bruce, the distinguished traveller and collector, more than a 
century ago. His account of this plant, like many other parts 
of his history of that country, was doubted until 1853, when 
seeds and a description of it were sent to the Royal Gardens, 
Kew, by W. Plowden, Esq., then British consul in that country. 
Plants raised from these seeds grew rapidly, soon forming a stem 
8 feet high, with a girth (at 6 inches above the soil) of 7 feet 
6 inches, its leaves being 17 feet long by 3 feet 4 inches wide. 
This plant thus produces the largest entire leaf of any vegetable 
dganism at present known. The Uower-stalk rises from the 
centre of the plant as in the banana, and is as thick as a man’s 
atm, foiming a considerable article of food to the natives. The 
fruit is not succulent, but small and dry, being quite useless as 
food. 

Ergot {Oidivm cAoHifouAefis), a microscopic nuldew common 
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on grasses^ attacking one or more of the young grains in the ear, 
which it aiBfects in such a manner as to cause it to swell into a 
substance very distinct from that of the grain, being solid and 
of a fatty nature, generally in the form of a spur, sometimes an 
inch or more in length. This is common to rye, whence the 
name Spurred Eye. In its earliest stage the surface of the spur 
is covered with mildew of a chalky- white colour, which moisture 
readily removes, hence the spurs (Ergot of shops) are of a black 
colour, the mildew filaments being the Oidium or true plant. 
The spur is very poisonous ; and in Germany and other parts of 
Europe where rye bread is extensively used, it causes those who 
eat it to be afflicted with incurable gangrenous diseases. This 
led to the interference of Government to test the purity of rye 
before being ground. Ergot being common to grasses on which 
sheep and cattle browse, it is supposed to be the cause of diseases 
to them, and of their early dropping their lambs and calves. 
Although it is of such a poisonous nature, it is a most valuable 
medicine in the hands of the accoucheur. 

Ervalentah {See Lentils.) 

Eryngo Root. {See Sea Holly.) 

Esparto Grass {Macrocldoa tenaeisdina), a strong-growing 
perennial, caespitose, rush-Uke grass, occupying extensive sandy 
tracts of the Mediterranean coast, especially in Spain, Algeria, 
Morocco, and the Sahara. It is used for making hats, mats, 
baskets, and other domestic articles, and of late years has become 
extensively used for paper-making. In 1873, 100,000 tons were 
imported for this purpose, and now double that quantity is said 
to be imported. The grass, when stored, is liable to ferment, and 
by spontaneous combustion to break out into fire. Various fires 
have originated in this manner. 

Eucal]rptTi8| the botanical name of an extensive, genus of 
trees of the Myrtle family (Myrtacece). They are natives chiefly 
of Australia and Tasmania, where they form large forests. 
There ore about 140 species described, but they vary so extremely 
in different kinds of leaves being^ produced on various parts of 
the same tree, thus presenting distinct specific characters, and 
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in the vaiying nature of their bark, that the determination of 
species is very difficult. In Tasmania they are described as 
rising to a height of from 200 to 400 feet, with a diameter of 
frx>m 6 to 8 feet Their naked gaunt stems, of 100 to 150 feet 
dear of branches, present the appearance of a forest of natural 
columns. These, sometimes blackened by the fires of the natives 
and with the shaggy loose bark hanging about them, afford a 
grand but dismal spectacle. Trees of equal, if not larger, size 
are found in Yictoria, a fallen one measuring 480 feet in length, 
while one still larger measured 80 feet in circumference. 

According to the nature of their bark they receive various 
names, such as Stringy Bark {E. obliqiia), Iron Bark (E. sider- 
oxylon). Blue Gum {E. glohdtis). Peppermint Tree (E. c^mygda- 
lina). Some also receive the name of Native Mahogany, which, 
with the kind called Gray Iron Bark, etc., are sometimes im- 
ported into this country. The wood of some is very hard and 
durable, and so heavy as even to sink in water. Many yield a 
kind of Kino or gum, such as E. rcsinifera and E. amygdalina. 
Essential oils, used in perfumery, are also produced in large 
quantities from their leaves. E. vmnnifera, and others, yield 
sweet secretions analogous to manna. It is also stated that 
E. Owanii furnishes a great quantity of liquid that ferments and 
forms a kind of beer. They produce abundance of seeds, which 
vegetate freely, and have, through the agency of man, become 
naturalised in many countries. As they are of robust growth, 
a “ struggle for life ” in the natural vegetation is the consequence. 
Many years ago large quantities were raised at Kew, and expe- 
riments tried with them in the open air. They grew vigorously, 
and several species withstood ordinary winters, but the severe 
cold of January 1838 destroyed them, after their having attained 
a height of 15 feet Since then a species named E. pdyantkemos 
has stood for the last thiriy years in an exposed part of the 
gardens. The young shoots are occasionally injured, but it is 
otherwise perfectly hardy, and might become a rtseful timber 
fr»e in the southern parts of England. 

Doting tire last twenty years many species of Euealyphts, 
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especially the Blue Gum {E. globtUvs) and E. amygdaiina, have 
come into high repute as sanitary trees, and have exercised on 
regions of the warm temperate zone a greater influence, scenic, 
industrial, and hygienic, than any other single species of arboreous 
vegetation ever reared anywhere, even Pines or Oaks and other 
classes of leading trees not excepted. Thus the features of wide, 
formerly treeless, landscapes have already afibrded, in many 
places, timber and fuel for rapidly-increasing settlements, and 
rendered also many a miasmatic locality permanently habitable, 
such as the Pontine Marshes near Eome and other parts of Italy; 
also in Algeria and in some parts of India they begin to assume 
the character of natural forests. 

Euphorbiai, the name of an extensive genus, the type of the 
Spurgewort family (Euphorbiacese). The species are very vari- 
able in habit. They are represented in this countiy by about a 
dozen annual and perennial herbs, the most common being E.helio- 
scopia, an annual well known as Little Goody. In the Canaries, 
West, South, and East Africa, and India, numbers of the species 
are of succulent habit, varying much in form, some consisting 
of simple globose or branching stems not more than a foot in 
height, while others become hard and woody, stiff-branched 
small trees, generally leafless, or nearly sq. E. grandidens, 
native of the Cape of Good Hope, attains a height of 20 to 30 
feet ; its branches are nearly horizontal, in the form of a chan- 
delier. The flowers in many of the species are small and incon- 
spicuous, while in others they are showy, as in E. splendens, a 
spiny species, native of Madagascar. E. punicea, native of 
the West Indies, and the splendid E. piddierrima, nati^ of 
Mexico, better known as PoinseUia pulcherrima. Most of the 
succulent species agree in habit and general appearance with 
analogous forms of cacti, but are readily distinguished on being 
punctured or cut by a copious flow of milky juice, which is 
more or less acrid and poisonous in the different species, 
especially on coming in contact with wounds or with the eyes. 
Fish are readily destroyed by placing pieces of E. piseatoria, 
E. Tirtusalli, or E, pendula, in waters where fish abound. As a 
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practical instance, it may be mentioned that some years ago the 
Victoria Uly Aquarium at Kew became overcrowded with gold- 
fish, and, as it was found they ate the leaves of the Victoria, it 
became necessary to get rid of them. To effect this a few pieces 
of E. Tirucalli were thrown into the tank in the evening. The 
next morning the surface of the water was found covered with 
. dead gold-fish, not one being left alive. E. rednifera yields 
the gum called Gum Euphorbium. The chief supply comes 
from Morocco and Barbary. It is obtained by making incisions 
in the stem and branches; the milky juice then flows, and, after 
becoming hard and diy, is scraped oflT. Great caution is, how- 
ever, necessary in collecting it, as it is very excoriating, and the 
small particles rising in the air affect the eyes, and cause 
incessant sneezing. It was originally used as a powerful 
medicine in certain complaints, but on account of its violent 
action is now little used. Its chief use at the present time 
is in the preparation of an anticorrosive paint for ships* 
bottoms. The milk of most of the species contains a small 
amount of caoutchouc, which in E, Cattimandoo^ a succulent 
arborescent species, native of the Madras Presidency, furnishes 
a sufficient quantity of caoutchouc to make it worth the trouble 
of collecting. 

Evening Primrose ((Enothera biennis), a biennial of the 
family Onagraceae, native of Virginia, and now become 
naturalised in many parts of Europe. It is cultivated as an 
ornamental garden-plant, and in Germany it is grown for the 
sake of its young shoots, which are used as a vegetable in the 
early spring. 

Faliain. (See Tea, Bourbon.) 

Fairy Bings. — In autumn several species of fungi spring up 
suddenly on grassy lawns, growing in rings of greater or lesser 
diameter. They were formerly supposed to be produced by 
some supernatural agency, and the spirits called fairies were 
believed to have held their midnight revels within the circled 
Their formation is, however, very simple, natural, and easily 
accounted for. The centre of the circle b^ins with a single 
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fungus, wUch performs its functions and dies. The next season 
another patch appears outside the spot occupied by the original 
forming a small ring, and this repeated from year to year, the 
ring increasing in size. The decay of the previous fungi render- 
ing the soil unfit for the reproduction of the same species, the 
mycelium or spores find fresh soil on the external margin of the 
ring, and again germinate. One species of fairy-ring fungus, 
Mardsmius oreades, is edible, and is called the Champignon. 

Fan Palms, a name applied to all palms having fan-shaped 
or flabelliform leaves, represented in Southern Europe and 
North Africa by Chamcerops humiliSy occupying extensive sandy 
plains and rocky places, generally growing in a crowded caes- 
pitose manner without stem, the length of the leaves not 
exceeding 3 or 4 feet, but in cultivation, by the suppression of 
the suckers, it forms a stem which attains a height of 20 to 30 
feet. A tough fibre is obtained from the leaves, which is used 
for many purposes, such as for making ropes, brushes, etc. 

Feather Grass (Stipa pennata)^ a perennial wiry grass, 
native of Britain, but rare. The flowers are produced in loose 
panicles, which, when dried and coloured, form ornaments for 
rooms. It is common on the steppes of Tartary. In the region 
of the Volga mares’ mUk forms a great part of the daily food 
of the Tartars, and it is supposed their freeness from consump- 
tion is due to its use ; the peculiar quality of the milk is 
attributed to the mares feeding on the feather-grass. 

Fennel {Famiculum vulgar e), a perennial of the Carrot 
family (Umbelliferse). Its stems attain a height of 5 to 6 feet, and 
are furnished with finely-cut leaves. It is a native of Eilrope, 
and has become naturalised in some parts of this country. It 
is cultivated in gardens for its leaves, which are strongly 
aromatic, and are used in fish sauces. Fennel oil is extracted 
from its fruits. 

Fennel Flower {Nigdla sativd), an annual of the Butter- 
cup family (Ranunculacese). It grows a foot or more in height, 
and has finely-cut leaves, with white or light-blue open fiowers, 
and a five -celled capsule containing numerous black seeds. 
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It grows wild in South Europe, Egypt, and Syria, in which 
countries it is also cultivated for its seeds, which are strongly 
aromatic. In India they are used for putting with woollen 
goods to keep away insects. In Palestine and Egypt they are 
greatly used for flavounng curries, and spread over cakes like 
comfits. The Egyptian ladies use them to produce stoutness, 
considered by them to be a point of beauty. The seeds are 
the Fitches of Scripture. This species and If. damascena are 
cultivated in gardens, and known by the vulgar name of 
Devil-in-a-bush. 

Fennel, Giant {Ferula communis), a tall perennial of the 
Carrot fiunily (XJmbelliferae), native of Southern Europe, the 
stem often attaining a height of 8 to 10 feet, and a diameter 
of 2 to 3 inches, having finely-divided compound leaves and 
umbels of yellow flowers. The stems are full of white pith, 
which when dry ignites like tinder, and is used in Sicily and 
other parts as such. When once ignited it burns very slovdy, 
and without injury to the tube of the stem. It is used for 
preserving and carrying fire from place to place. This custom 
is of great antiquity, and serves to explain the passage m 
Hesiod, where, speaking of the fire Prometheus stole from 
heaven, he says “ he brought it in a Ferula.” The stems are 
very light, and Bacchus, the God of Wine, recommended that 
his votaries should carry them, so that if they quarrelled from 
the eflects of too much wine, they could strike one another 
without inflicting injury. F. dulce is considered to be a variety 
of the preceding, but differs from it in the radical leaf-stalk being 
swollen, thick, and becoming united, thus forming a kind of 
tuber, which is used extensively in France and Italy as a culi- 
nary v^table under the name of Finocchio or Finicho. It is 
not much cultivated in this country, but is sometimes to be 
seen in the vegetable, markets in London. 

Fenngredc {Trigonella Famm-graxum), an annual similar 
in habit to Lucerne, and belonging to the same family (Legu- 
minosts), native of Southern Europe, EgTPti and Western Asia. 
Ita seeds have a strong odour, and were used in medicine by the 
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ancient Egyptian, Greek, and Eoman doctors. They are now 
only employed for giving false importance to horse-medicine 
and damaged hay. They contain the principle called Cou- 
marin, which is also found in the vernal grass, A7Uh>mnthum 
odoratum, which imparts the pleasant smell to hay. 

Ferns, a common name for a family of plants, botanically 
termed Filices, of which about 2500 species are named and 
described; they are found in greater or less numbers in all 
regions favourable to plant life, and vary in size and form fix)m 
that of a blade of grass to lofty trees 50 or more feet in height, 
terminated by a crown of finely - cut leaves, termed fronds, 
often 15 or more feet in length. They are reproduced by seeds 
termed spores, which are generated on the under side of the 
fronds, or in spikes formed of contracted fronds. Having 
therefore no true flowers, they belong to the grand division 
termed Cryptogams or flowerless plants. It might be ex- 
pected that, in such an extensive and widely -distributed 
family of plants, many of them would possess useful pro- 
perties, but such is not the case, few being useful either as 
food, medicine, or in the arts. One of the most important food 
products furnished by ferns is the underground stem or 
rhizome of Pteris aquUiyui, which, under difierent forms, is 
common and abundant in most countries (see Brake). In New 
Zealand and other islands of the South Sea, where tree ferns 
abound, the centre of the stems of Alsophila excelsa and Cyathea 
medvllaris consists of a mucilaginous pith, used as food, as also 
the thick mealy foot- stalks of Angwpteris evecta, a fern very 
abundant throughout the tropics. The most important in 
medicine is the common Male Fern Lastrea FUix^nas (which see). 
During the last fifty years ferns have come into high favour not 
only as ornamental plants, but also as competition plants at 
horticultural exhibitions, for which prizes are awarded, which 
have been the means of raising the value of certain kinds, vary- 
ing from £1 to £50. The introduction and cultivation of ferns 
has consequently become an important branch of commerce. 

In 1823 the collection in the Boyal Botanic Garden, Kew, 
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numbered only 40 exotic species ; in a catalogue published in 
1864 the number had increased to 600 species, and in a work 
entitled Ferns British and Foreign (1866), 1084 species of ferns 
and their allies are recorded. Of that number only about 40 (true 
ferns) are natives of Britain, of which it may be well said, no 
class of plants of so small a number has been more written upon, 
and announcements of new works are frequently to be seen. 

Fescue OrasSi a name applied to the various species of 
Festvm, an extensive genus of the Grass family, widely spread 
over the earth. Nine species are natives of Britain — F, pratense 
and F. duriuseiUa being fodder grasses, and F. ovina, a short, 
wiiy grass on which sheep feed. 

Feverfew {Pyrethrum Parthenium), an erect bushy plant of 
the Composite family (Composite), a foot or more in height, 
with much -divided leaves, and white -rayed flowers like the 
camomila It is wild in many parts of this country, often 
seen growing on old walls. It is bitter and tonic, and from 
early times has been valued by herbalists as a remedy for fever. 
A double variety of it is grown as an ornamental garden plant. 

Fig {Ficus Carica), a tree of the JMulberry family (Moraceaj). 
It is generally understood that the Fig is a native of Western 
Asia, and was in early times introduced to the islands and 
countries on both sides of the Mediterranean and Southern 
Europe, where it has become indigenous, and occasionally 
attains the height of a tree. It is cultivated in this country 
generally in the form of a shrub, having long branches requir- 
ing support The so-called fruit of the Fig is not a true 
fruit, but a fleshy receptacle of a conical form, attached by 
the narrow end, the broad end or apex having a small open- 
ing like a pore, the true flowers and seeds lining the interior, 
which may be seen on opening a Fig. The fertilisation of the 
Fig is peculiar, and is termed caprification ; it is believed to be 
promoted by a winged insect, called Cynips, entering the young 
fruit by the pore at the apex, and by the movements of the 
insect the pollen is loosened from the anthers, and thus comes 
in contact with the stigmas, as effected by insects in the flowers of 
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other plants. There are many fine varieties of the Fig cultivated. 
The dried Figs that come to this country form a large article 
of trade with Turkey, the islands of the Mediterranean, and 
ports of the African coast. 

The genus Ficus consists of about 100 species, varying in 
size from small-leaved adhering creepers like ivy to lofty trees, 
some being of gigantic size {see Banyan Tree and Peepul Tree). 
The following is an account of one growing on a mountain in 
the island of Trinidad : — ‘"We carved our names on a gigantic 
Ficus, with the date of our visit. This tree is^ a noble specimen ; 
four of us standing on its spurs 6 feet from the ground could 
only just span it.” Many are climbers, some may be termed 
epiphytal, having roots as thick as a man’s arm. These clasp 
and destroy trees on which they grow ; specimens may be seen 
in the museum at Kew. The whole of the species abound in a 
milky juice, which contains more or less caoutchouc. In Assam 
this substance is extensively produced by Ficus dustica. {See 
Caoutchouc and Banyan Tree.) 

Fig Marigold, the common name for the species of the 
genus Mesemlryanthcvium, belonging to the family Ficoideae. 
It consists of about 300 species, some of which are much- 
branched, fleshy plants, 1 to 3 feet in height ; others are stem- 
less, consisting of opposite succulent leaves only, which are 
either triangular or in the form of tongues, or with their edges 
variously toothed, resembling the jaws of animals, hence the 
names Tiger- chap (if. tigrinum). Dog -chap (if. caninum), 
Cat -chap (if. felinum), Mouse -chap (if. muriimwb). There 
is also a group of species, consisting of simple bodies of various 
forms, about an inch in height, such as the Small Dumpling 
(if. miuimum). Greater Dumpling (if. dbcorddlum). Cloth 
Button (if. Jibulifonue), Nut-like (if. nudforme). The flowers 
are white, yellow, or pink, and, with the exception of if. noc- 
turnum^ they open only during midday sunshine, which has led 
to their being called Me8enJ>ryanthcmum, which means “ flowering 
at midday ” Their fruit is a fleshy capsule, in the form of a 
small fig, and having been eaten by Hottentots, they are called 
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Hottentot Figs, With a few exceptions they are all natives 
of South Africa; they are represented in Australia by M. 
mquUaterale^ the fruit of which is eaten by the natives. 

FUbert. {See Hazel) 

Filmy Ferns, a name applied to the tribe of ferns termed 
Hymenophylleae, of which there are nearly 200 species described, 
found in all r^ons conducive to fern life. As a tribe they 
differ from other ferns by the extremely delicate and, in general, 
thin pellucid texture of the fronds, which, in the different 
species, vary much in form and size, from half an inch to a foot 
and a half in length, entire, or variously lobed or multifid. 
Three species are native of tliis country, but are rare, and are 
becoming more so in consequence of the interest taken in them by 
amateurs, who grow them in Wardian cases, in which they form 
interesting objects. In 1864 the Kew collection consisted of 
sixty exotic species of Hyrrienopkyllum and Trichmanes, 
Finocchio, or Finicho. {Sec Fennel, Giant.) 

Florin Grass {Agrostis stolonifera), a wide-spreading, creep- 
ing, bent grass, which, with A. alha, was highly extolled by the 
late Dr. Kichardson as a winter fodder grass ; he brought the 
subject so prominently before the Agricultural Society and the 
public that he was caricatured mowing grass in winter with his 
coat off and the snow on the ground. 

Fir Trees are typically represented by the well-known Nor- 
way Spruce, Silver, and Balm of Gilead Firs, which, with the 
recently-discovered allied species, form a part of the important 
family Coniferae. They were originally included under the genus 
Pinm of Linnaeus, but modem botanists have considered it 
proper to separate them as a distinct genus under the name of 
Abies, which by some authorities also includes the Larch and 
Cedar of Lebanon (which see). The species of Abies are readily 
distinguished from those of Finus by having short linear leaves 
separately attached, closely set on the branches, imbricate in 
two or more distinct rows, while those of Firms ore long, narrow, 
and needle-like, produced in fascicles of two, three, or five. 
During the present century many new species of Abies have 
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been discovered, natives of Mexico, California, North-West 
America, also the Himalayas, and a few in the Caucasus and 
Europe. Many of them are lofty trees, and are not only valued 
for their timber, but also for the production of tar, turpentine, 
and balsamic resins. The number of species now known amounts 
to about 20, of which we need but notice a few of the most 
important. 

Abies excdsa, Norway Spruce Fir, native of northern and 
alpine regions of Central Europe, in some localities forming 
extensive forests, and said to attain a height of 100 to 150 
feet. Its timber is highly valued, and imported to this country 
from ports in the Baltic under the name of White Deal, and 
employed for all purposes of house-building, interior fittings 
of houses, etc. When grown close together the trees run up 
erect and slender, and to a considerable height; such furnish 
good scaffold poles ; the wood takes a high polish, and is used 
by cabinet and musical instrument makers, etc. This Spruce, 
like other allied species, yields an odoriferous resin, which is 
obtained by making incisions in its bark, and on being boiled in 
water and strained becomes Burgundy Pitch. The tree is 
extensively grown in this country, both for its timber and for 
ornamental purposes. 

A. Dmujldsii, Douglas Spruce Fir, a large tree, native of 
British Columbia, North-West America; introduced to this 
country in 1826 by its discoverer, David Douglas (Botanical 
Collector for the Eoyal Horticultural Society), after whom it is 
named. It attains a height of 150 to 200 feet. Its wood 
is white, soft, and brittle. In 1861 a specimen of a trunk, 
forming a flag-staff 159 feet long, was presented to the Eoyal 
Gardens, Kew, and set up on one of the Temple-mounds raised 
by George III. more than a hundred years ago. The tree has 
been extensively planted in this country, but it is a question 
whether it will be useful otherwise than as an ornamental tree. 

A, canadensis, called the Hemlock Spruce Fir, native of 
Canada, and extending southward through the United States 
on mountains. In Canada it attains a height of 60 to 80 feet. 
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It is an eluant tree from the symmetrical disposition of its 
branches, which droop gracefully at their extremities, and it 
has light and tufted foliage. Its wood is not of much repute, 
but its bark is highly valued for tanning. Its young branches 
make excellent Spruce beer. It was introduced in 1736, but 
considered only an ornamental tree. Forty years ago there 
were two fine examples in the Eoyal Pleasure Gardens, Kew. 

A. halsamea. Balm of Gilead Fir, native of Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and other parts of North America. It is a low-growing 
tree compared with many of its allies, seldom exceeding a 
height of 20 to 40 feet. Its cones and bark yield a turpentine 
called Canada Balsam, which is used in the arts, and valued for 
preserving microscopic objects. 

A. Picea, Silver Fir, native of Central Europe and temperate 
Northern Asia. It attains a height of 100 and even (it is 
said) 200 feet It takes its name from the leaves being silvery- 
white underneath, and when standing singly it is a beautiful tree. 
There are many good trees growing in different parts of this 
country. Its timber is not much valued, but said to be durable 
under water. A resin is obtained from it, which when purified 
is known as Strasburg Turpentine. 

In California the genus Abies is represented by about a 
dozen species, all large trees, of which A. nobilis, A. brojctcaia, and 
A. Menziedi are conspicuous. A, religiosa, native of Mexico, is 
a fine tree, but not hardy in this country. 

In India the genus is represented by A. Smithiana, A. Web- 
hiana, and its variety A. Pindrovj; the first is hardy, the two 
latter are not. 

P. Nordmanniana, native of the Crimea, P, CephcUonica and 
P. pinsapo, natives of Southern Europe, are fine trees, hardy in 
this country. 

Rr, Scotdi. (See Pine.) 

Titdies of Scripture. {See Fennel Flower.) 

{See Fleur-de-Luce.) 

name Trees. — ^Different trees in different countries having 
brilliant scarlet flowers, in most oases flowering before the 
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expansion of the leaves ; when seen in the distance have the 
appearance of being on fire. Examples are — 1. Wwdodmdrm 
arhoreum, native of Nepal, a tree of considerable size, which 
when in flower imparts a blaze of colour to the forest. 2. Ster- 
cvlia acerifolia, a tree of the Cola Nut family (Sterculiacese), 
native of New South Wales, attaining a height of 60 to 
100 feet, and a circumference of from 6 to 8 feet, having 
smooth, laige, lobed leaves and racemes of showy red flowers. 
3. Nuytsia ligvMrina and N. floriburida, the first native of 
New South Wales, and the latter South - West Australia. 
They belong to the Mistletoe family (Loranthaceae), and are ex- 
ceptions to the general rule of that family in not being parasites 
on other trees ; but they grow in the ground, forming bushy 
trees 20 or 30 feet high. 4 In the region of the Dead Sea, 
the pretty flowering tree Acacia Famesianay belonging to the 
Leguminosae, is densely covered with a species of parasitical 
LoranthuSy which when in flower gives the trees the appearance 
of being on fire. 

Flax (Limcm vMtati$si7mcvi)y a wiiy, erect-stemmed annual of 
the Flax family (Linacea3). It appears to have been cultivated 
from remotest antiquity, manufactured Flax fibre having been 
found in the prehistoric lake-cities of Switzerland; and the 
mummy cloth of Eg}"ptian tombs was made of Flax fibre. Flax is 
now generally cultivated in many countries of the north tem- 
perate zone, growing as well in Northern Eussia as in the 
valley of the Nile and plains of India. It is cultivated in this 
country, but more extensively in Ireland ; the quantity, however, 
falls short of the demand. It is largely imported from Eussia, 
and various other parts of Europe ; also from Egypt and Turkey. 
Flax undergoes many operations before its fibre is ready for spin- 
ning. The seeds are also an important article of commerce, ship- 
loads being imported from the Baltic and the Black Sea for the 
purpose of crushing, from which Linseed Oil is obtained. The 
compressed refuse of the seeds forms OU-cake, used for feeding 
cattle, and the crushed or ground seeds form Linseed Meal, a 
valuable emollient for poultic^. In dressing, Flax goes through 
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the process of hackling, by which it is cleared of all extraneous 
short fibre, which forms the article called Tow. The woven fabric 
of Flax is called Linen, which varies in texture according to the 
degree of hackling and other preparations the Flax fibre has 
undergone. In Scotland, Flax in all its stages, before it is 
converted into thread, is called lint, — thus a Lint-field, a Lint- 
mill, etc. In 1880 the quantity of Flax imported from all 
coimtries amounted to 1,896,249 cwts. 

Linseed Oil is now extensively employed in the preparation 
of printers’ ink. By heating and other processes it assumes the 
character of varnish, the black colour being given to it by lamp- 
black, carbon black, Prussian blue, or indigo. Large quantities 
of printers’ ink, even to hundreds of tons, are now annually 
made from Linseed Oik 

The best writing paper is made from the pulp of linen rags. 

Flax, New Zealand {Phormium tenax), a stemless per- 
manent sword-leaved plant of the Lily family (Liliace®), native 
of New Zealand. The leaves are smooth, 4 to 6 feet long, and 
2 inches wide, of a firm texture, and abounding in stoxit 
fibre. The flowers are red, borne on a scape in panicles. Scape 
10 or even more feet in height. In New Zealand it occupies 
large tracts of country, and is used by the natives for making 
ropes, mats, etc. Large quantities have been imported into this 
coxmtry. It is tolerably hardy, and about sixty years ago (1822) 
a company was established for its cultivation in the South of 
Ireland, but its slow groxirth caused it to be abandoned. 

flea-bane, African (Tarehonanthm camfharaid), a strong- 
growing shrub, often attaining the size of a small tree 10 to 15 
feet high, having elliptical, greyish leaves, smelling strongly of 
camphor, which has led it to be considered efficacious in driving 
away fleas. It is a native of the Cape of Good Hope. It 
bdongs to the Composite family (Composit®), and is the largest 
and most woody representative of this extensive family in 
Sontb Africa. It is also known by the name of Wild Sage. 

Ilearbane Powder, — Pyr^hrvm eammm, P, rosewm, and P. 
pttrpmreum, natives of Cancasns, and probably varieties only of 
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one species. They axe perennial herbs of the Composite family 
(Compositse), with mnch-divided leaves, varying in the colour 
of their flowers, as indicated by their names. A powder made 
of the dried flowers has long been used in Persia and Eussia 
for the destruction of, or rather driving away, fleas. The plant 
from which it was prepared was long kept a secret, till it 
was discovered by an Armenian merchant, who communicated 
it to his son, who in 1828 manufactured the article for sale. It 
is estimated that the amount of this powder consumed annually 
in Russia alone is nearly 1,000,000 lbs. It has become popular 
in Germany, Holland, and France. 

Fleur-de-Luce (Iris germanicci), one of the Iris family 
(Iridaceae), indigenous to Germany and other parts of Europe. 
It is the common large blue Iris or Flag well known in gardens, 
and was a heraldic emblem in the arms of the Kings of France. 

Flintwood, a name in New South Wales for Eucalyptus 
pilviariSy a tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae). Its wood is 
hard and used for many purposes. 

Flower-fence, a name in India for Cccscdpinia (Poindana) 
pulcherrima, a prickly shrub of the Cassalpinia section of the Bean 
family (Leguminosae). It is common in India and other tropical 
countries. It has pretty yellow flowers, and is used as an orna- 
mental hedge-plant. 

Fly Trap, Venus’s. (See Venus’s Fly Trap.) 

Fool’s Parsley {/Ethusa Cyuapium), meaning Dog’s Parsley, 
an annual of the Carrot family (Umbelliferae), native of this 
country, and common as a weed in cultivated grounds, some- 
times growing amongst parsley, which it much resembles 
(especially the broad-leaved variety), and for which it has been 
mistaken. It is, however, distinguished by its leaves being of 
a bluish tint The reputed poisonous properties of this plant 
have recently been proved by Dr. Harley (of St. Thomas’s 
Hospital) to be fallacious; he says he “carefully prepared 
a quantity of juice from young plants, as also in their more 
mature condition ; the quantity thus prepared he gave in doses 
from two drachms to two ounces, himself taking two to four 
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fluid ounces ; effects were carefully looked for, but there were 
absolutely none in either case after any one of the doses/’ In 
conclusion, he says that “the JEthusa Cyriapitm of Sussex, 
Kent, Surrey, and Herefordshire is not only absolutely free 
from the noxious properties attributed to it, but that it is 
pleasant to sight, smell, and taste, and in the absence of more 
fragrant and succulent plants, might well be used as a pot-herb 
and salad/’ He has analysed all the recorded cases of the dele- 
terious effects of this plant, and in almost every case it is clear 
that JSthusa was not the poison, and that in some cases the 
hemlock Conium niacidaium was the offender, the leaves of 
which in their young state have been mistaken for parsley. 

Forbidden Fruit. {See Shaddock.) 

Forest Oak. {See She Oak.) 

Foxglove {DigUalis purpurea), a plant of the Figwort 
family (Scrophulariaceae), one of our most showy native plants, 
generally foimd growing on margins and open parts of woods, 
and conspicuous by its tall spike of pink flowers ; there is also 
a variety with white flowers. From its leaves is obtained a 
most important medicine, known as Digitalis, but it requires 
much caution in its use, for if unduly administered it suspends 
the action of the heart, causing sudden death. 

Frangipaimi — in English, Breadbreaking — said to derive its 
name from an ancient family of Borne, who held the office of 
breaking the bread in the Holy Sacrament. A descendant of this 
family first invented a method of perfuming gloves, but what the 
perfume consisted of is not now known. Frangipanni is still the 
name of a perfume known in commerce. In the West Indies 
Plumeria rubra and alba, shrubs of the Dogbane family (Apocy- 
nacese), are caDed Frangipanni on account of their deliciously- 
scented flowers ; they are soft-wooded shrubs or small trees, and 
contain a milky sap. 

Franldiioense. — Much uncertainty prevails as to the plant, 
herb, or tree, that yields the fragrant substance first spoken of in 
Exodus under the name of Frankincense. At the time it was 
first mentioned the Israelites had not been more than a year out 
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of Egypt, and were encamped in the desert; therefore, their 
knowledge of Frankincense and other sweet-smelling substances 
mentioned wi^ it must have been acquired during their sojourn 
in Egypt. Admitting that there is, however, no herb or tree 
native of Egypt that can be identified as producing Frankincense, 
and the other sweet-smelling substances mentioned in Exodus, 
we must suppose that they came to Egypt by trade with other 
countries, and it was long thought to have been the exudation of 
some species of Juniper, and to have come from Mount Lebanon, 
hence the Hebrew woi*d Lelonah for Frankincense ; also as the 
Fir {Firms Judepensis) is a native of Palestine, and yields an 
aromatic resin, it might with equal propriety, if not more so, 
be supposed to be the Frankincense known in Egypt, to come 
from Lebanon by trade from the ports of Tyre or Sidon. 
Frankincense is not again mentioned till the time of Solomon, 
when we find that it and. other sweet-smelling substances 
were brought from the South (Arabia) as presents to Solomon 
by the Queen of Sheba. In modem times much has been 
written in order to determine the tree that yielded the Queen of 
Sheba’s Frankincense. Eecently, a plant supposed to be idmitical 
with that tree has been discovered growing in Arabia yielding 
Frankincense. It is a species of Bos^vellia, a genus of the 
Myrrh family (Amarydacese), and has been named B. Carterii, 
in honour of Mr. Carter, who was the first to figure and describe 
it in 1843, and who conveyed a living plant of it from Arabia 
to Bombay, which in 1859 was growing in the Agri-Horticultural 
Society’s Garden at Bombay. Frankincense is also produced by 
two other species of Bosivellia, namely B. Frereana and B, Bhan 
Dajiana, which latter is included by some authorities under B, 
Carterii, These are natives of the Somali country of East 
Africa, and furnish the principal part of the Frankincense of 
commerce, more generally known as Olibanum. Frankincense 
trees have winged leaves, and a general resemblance in appear- 
ance to the mountain ash, though smaller, more straggling, and 
much less gracefuL Olibanum is also known to be produced by 
JR thurifera, a tail tree, native of India, abundant in the pro- 
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vinoe of Behar and Western India, having its leaves crowded at 
the tops of the branches. The Olibanum is obtained by making 
incisions in the bark, when the sap exudes and becomes hardened 
in transparent masses. It finds its way to Bombay, which is 
also the emporium for African Olibanum. Olibanum, better 
known as Frankincense, is extensively used as incense in the 
Greek and Roman Catholic Churches. A gum-resin called 
Sierra Leone Frankincense is the produce of Daniellia tliuriferay 
a large tree of the Caesalpiniese section of the Bean family 
(L^minosae), native of Western tropical Africa. The name 
Frankincense is also applied to the turpentine, which hardens 
by exposure on the trunks of some species of the Pinus, such as 
P. australis, P. iocda, and others. 

French Bean. {See Kidney Bean.) 

French Hone3r8nckle {Hedysamm coronarium), a biennial 
clover-like plant of the Bean family (Leguminosoc), native of 
the South of Europe, and cultivated as food for cattle. 

Fringe Flower {Cliwnanthm virginica), a shrub or small 
tree of the Olive family (Oleaceae), with simple ovate leaves, and 
white flowers produced in terminal panicles; the corolla is divided 
into long narrow segments, which gives rise to the name Fringe 
Flower. It is a native of Virginia, and is hardy in this 
country. 

Fringe (Water) {Limnanthemum nyuiphcooides), a floating 
ac^uatic of the Gentian family (Gentianacem), native of this 
country, and originally known by the name of Menyanthcs 
%ymphceoides, the Fringed Buckbean, from which it differs in 
having floating round leaves like (but smaller than) the white 
water-lily. It has pretty yellow flowers fringed in the interior 
with fine hairs. It is found in the Thames near Oxford, and 
some years ago it was also found in pools and ponds of the 
Thames Valley, near London. 

Fn ch sia^ a genus of the Evening Primrose family (Onagra- 
ceae), named by Linnaeus in honour of Fuchs, a celebrated 
German botanist. The typical species of the genus F. coccinea 
was introduced in 1788 ; it is a native of Chili. It was not till 
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1823 that other ornamental species began to be introduced, and 
between that time and 1837 the fine Mexican species, F. fvlgem, 
F, cordata, and F. corymhijUyra^ were introduced ; since then many 
others have been added, and numerous fine varieties raised from 
seed which have become conspicuous and highly patronised 
garden plants. The fruit of F. cc/rymUfior^ is an oblong pulpy 
berry, pleasant to eat and not unwholesome. 

Fuchs, the name of a linnsean genus of sea- weeds, originally 
comprehending a considerable number of species, which by 
modem botanists have been broken up and characterised under 
a number of distinct genera, the genus Fncus being the type 
of the family Fucaceae, part of the order Algae, of the class 
Cryptogamia of Linnaeus. The species are more or less abun- 
dant on the rockj" coasts of most countries. They are represented 
in this country by Fucus nodosus, F. serratvs, F. vesiculosm, 
Laminaria digitata, and i. hulbosa, known as Tangle ; they are 
strong-growing species, and may be considered as the shrubs of 
the ocean. During stonns the force of the waves uproots lai^e 
quantities of sea- weeds of different species, which are wafted on 
shore and left by the receding tides, such being known by the name 
of Wrack, the drying and burning of which at one time furnished 
employment to large numbers of people in Scotland and Ireland. 
The ashes contain an alkali called Kelp, used in the manufacture 
of soap and glass ; but since barOla has been used for these pur- 
poses the burning of sea- wrack has almost ceased. From the 
alkali of sea -weeds an important chemical substance called 
Iodine is obtained, and is well known in medicine and the 
arts as a powerful absorbent In agricultural districts wrack 
is eagerly sought after for manure ; its virtue as such depends 
principally on the salt it contains. On some parts of the coast 
of Japan sea-plants are largely collected. They are exported to 
China and conveyed to the interior, where salt is scarce. Many 
of them are also edible. 

Fungi, the name of one of the orders of the class Crypto- 
gamia of liimseus, which consists of flowerless plants, the most 
obvious representatives being those that are well known as toad- 
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stools^ which include the numeious species of the Mushroom 
tribe ; it also includes a number of microsopic bodies, such as 
mildew, moulds, dry-rot, etc., which grow on living but more 
abundantly on decayed animal or vegetable matter. They are 
important factors in reducing all organised bodies to their 
original elements. The number of so-called species may be said 
to be beyond calculation ; indeed, it seems as though new forms 
spring into existence according to the nature of the substance 
upon which they grow ; they almost appear to be organisms of 
chance, many coming into existence and living only a single night 
According to the Rev. M. J. Berkeley, the greatest modem writer 
on this family, the number of species (so called) amounts to about 
4000, of which 2380 are natives of Britain. They are found in 
all countries and situations where animal and plant life exist ; 
they not only grow on lofty trees, in dry pastures and buildings, 
but also in mines, cellars, drains, and stinking ditches. Penicillium 
glaucwm is the blue mould of cheese, jeUy, preserves, and woven 
fabrics when long damp ; the iron mould (so called) on linen is a 
kind of mildew. The most formidable, however, are the potato 
murrain, grape mildew, dry-rot, smut, coffee and salmon disease, 
all caused by microscopic species. Fungi are the sole agents in 
fermentation of sugary liquids, and it is found that yeast, which 
causes dough to rise, is a fungus. Many such — as mushrooms, 
morells, and tmffles — are wholesome and delicious food, while 
others are poisonous in the highest degree ; many of the latter, 
being similar to and taken for the tme mushroom and used as 
such, have led to fatal results. Fungi are reproduced by spores, 
which are so numerous that in the puff-ball when ripe and 
pressed they are seen to rise in the air like smoke ; but to 
determine their size and form requires the aid of a powerful 
microscope. They float in the air, and alighting on substances con- 
genial to their development and growth, they thus become spread 
in different localities. Those that emanate from foul cisterns, 
water-closets, and drains, are now considered to be the actual 
cause of contagious diseases, such as typhoid and scarlet fever, 
cholera* and even diphtheria. It has been proved that milk 



FUNGI 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


185 


quickly becomes impregnated with microscopic fungi from the 
dairies not being kept clean, and the vessels washed with foul 
water, which a few years ago was found to be the cause of 
typhoid fever in London, and it led to an Act of Parliament 
being passed for the inspection of dairies. Wine cellars are 
often infested by a filamentous fungus {Zasmidiurti cellare), 
which covers the walls and casks with a coating like felt; it also 
attacks the corks of wine bottles, and its appearance is considered 
a test that the wine is old ; this has been taken advantage of by 
some dealers to make new wine have the appearance of being 
old by placing a false Zasmidium made of spiders’ webs, rotten 
sawdust, and logwood ; the wine then passes off as crusted old 
port. The walls of cellars and mines are also liable to be covered 
with a fungus-growth termed Ehizomorpha; some are phosphor- 
escent to such a degree that in the coal mines near Dresden the 
roof, walls, and cellars arc often entirely covered with them, and 
their light is so bright as to dazzle the eye^ and give the idea 
of an enchanted cave. Phosphorescent fungi are also commonly 
to be seen in the dark on decayed wood, rotten leaves, and other 
decomposed vegetable substances. Tallow stores are often in- 
fested with a microscopic fungus, known as Grease Mould {Mvw- 
rini pJiycomyce) ; it covers the walls with a filamentous web ; it 
also attacks the casks and pervades the grease, destroying all fatty 
matter, and often causing great loss to the merchant. In gar- 
dens Polyactis vtdgaris, a mould fungus, is a great pest; it appears 
suddenly in a night, its mycelium spreading rapidly over all 
moist surfaces, doing irremediable mischief in propagating pits 
by overrunning low plants, cuttings, and seed-pots. Fruits, 
such as apples and pears, are often attacked by a fungus (Mucor 
miicedo), originating from a small wound in the skin, for although 
looking perfectly sound their substance is pervaded by a fila- 
mentous fungus, which renders them extremely bitter and unfit 
to eat. 

Fungi not only attack living and decaying vegetable matter, 
but also living animals, and especially insects. In New Zea- 
land the caterpillar of the moth, Charagia virescens, buries itself 
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in the ground to undergo its metamorphosis, where it is attacked 
by a fungus called Spharia Jtobertsii^ which rises in the form of 
a simple spike about 6 inches in height, from the head of the 
caterpillar, the body of which becomes a dry mummy ; a second 
species, S. Chinnii, is found in Tasmania, but it differs from the 
preceding in being branched ; and a third species, 8. sinensisy is 
found growing on caterpillars in a similar manner in China, and 
is held in high estimation as a medicine, said to possess the 
properties of ginseng. Another species has lately (1879) been 
discovered in Ceylon growing on a white grub ; it rises 2 to 3 
inches above the ground; its upper part, which contains the spore- 
cases, is thickened and of a red colour ; it is said to be a new 
species of the genus Torrubia. In the West Indies wasps are 
affected with a species of Sphceria, wliich grows on the head 
like two horns ; the spores impregnate them when alive, and the 
fungus grows to a considerable size before the wasp dies. It is 
generally understood that fungi do not grow in water, but it is 
nevertheless now considered that the flocky matter that grows 
on and destroys gold-fish and salmon is a fungus, Saprolegnia 
ferox. Within the last twenty years great loss has been sus- 
tained by the silk cultivators of Europe, consequent on the 
silkworm being attacked by a microscopic mould fungus, allied 
to the salmon fungus, known by the name of Boiryim hasdanay 
by some supposed to be a changed form of the Alga Achyla 
prolifera. The thready mycelium covers and perforates 
the body of the caterpillar, which becomes mummified. This 
disease has become endemic to the silk-producing countries of 
Europe, which has rendered it necessary to procure fresh eggs 
annually from Japan and other countries not yet affected by the 
disease. In the autumn the common house-fly may be seen dead 
and adhering to the window pane, the glass surrounding the 
body being dim ; on examining the fly with a lens it will be 
found to be involved with white flocky matter, the mycelium of 
a mould fungus, the germ-spores of which had been taken up 
by the fly in some kind of food. 

It is said that a blue-bottle fly might carry about sufficient 
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fever spores to infect a parish.” (iO?. — ^Most of the above will 
be specially noticed under their respective names, as also others, 
such as ergot, smut, pepper-brand, etc.) 

Fnngns Melitensis {Cynomorium coccimum)^ a fungus-like 
plant of the family Balanophoraceae, native of Malta and also 
found in Northern Africa, the Canary Islands, and Syria. It 
consists of a fleshy flower-stem, about a foot in height, of a red 
colour. It was originally much valued for its medicinal 
virtues, and at Malta, when it first became known, it was 
specially guarded by a militaiy sentinel, and persons appointed 
to collect it. In some parts, as the Island of Lancerrotta, it 
is eaten by the natives, and as it grows on the roots of Spartium 
monospermum (the juniper of Scripture), may explain the passage 
in Job, “juniper roots for their meat.” 

Fungus, New Zesdand. {See Jew’s Ear.) 

Furze, Gk)rse, Whins, common names for Ulex europceus, a 
spiny, almost leafless shrub of the Bean family (Leguminosse), 
occupying commons and mountain slopes in Scotland and 
this country, more abundantly in the south. Its most im- 
portant economical uses are for firewood and as fodder for 
cattle and horses ; for the latter purpose it is crushed between 
rollers. There is a variety having no prickles, which does not 
need crushing. Its golden flowers form a beautiful sight, espe- 
cially when seen on distant hills, and they impart an odour to 
the air in the vicinity of furze brakes. It has become naturalised 
in the moimtains in Jamaica, where it forms a small tree. 

Fustic, a name given to certain yellow woods employed in 
dyeing — 1. Madura tmdoriay a large tree of the Mulberry 
family (Moraceee), native of the West Indies and tropical 
America. 2. Bhvs CotinuSy a bushy shrub of the Cashew Nut 
family (Anacardiacese), native of Southern Europe, having simple 
shining roundish leaves. Its flowers are in globose heads, which 
become white and feathery, giving the idea of a head of white hair, 
hence the name Wig-tree by which it is sometimes known. 
It is used for dyeing, and is called in trade Young Fustic to 
distinguish it from Madura. The yellow wood of several species 
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of the genus XarUhoxylon are also known by the name of 
Fustia 

Ckdangale, the name of an aromatic rhizome or tuber 
produced by different species of the Ginger family (Zingi- 
beraceae). 1. Alpinid Ocdanga, a herbaceous plant with reed- 
like leafy stems, 4 to 5 feet high, terminated by a head of 
flowers; native of India. The rhizome (root-stock) is used 
medicinally, and forms an article of commerce. 2. Kmmpferia 
CriiUmga, a stemless herb, annually producing its leaves and 
flowers direct from the ground ; the flowers appear before the 
leaves, having much the appearance of the autumn crocus. It 
is a native of India, where its tuberous roots are much used as 
an aromatic stimulant. 

Galangale, English {Cyperus longm), a perennial of the 
Sedge family (Cyperacea^), native of this country, but rare. It 
has thick roots, which are aromatic and used as a scent. 

Galbanum, a gum -resin issuing from the stems of several 
perennial plants of the Canot family (Umbelliferae), referred 
to Fcnda galhaniflua^ F. rubricaulis, and other species, natives 
of Western Asia. They are strong - rooted plants, the stems 
of which attain a height of 3 to 6 feet, having finely- 
divided leaves and umbels of yellow flowers. The gum issues 
from the stem naturally, or is obtained by cutting it across 
when young a little above the surface of the ground. The 
milky juice exudes and soon hardens, and forms one of the 
kinds of Galbanum of commerce, that issuing from the stem 
naturally being called Galbanum in tears. The odour of Gal- 
banum is strongly balsamic and pungent, and is used in medi- 
cine. The Galbanum spoken of in Exodus has been supposed 
to be the produce of Galbanum, officinale, a Syrian plant, or of 
Opoidea gaXbanifera, both of which, however, are doubtfully 
determined. Another kind of Galbanum is derived from Bubm 
gaUnmum, a plant allied to Ferula, native of the Cape of Good 
Hope. It does not possess the properties of true Galbanum ; 
tlie plant, however, is in high repute among the natives for its 
medicinal virtues. 
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Oale, Sweet. {See Candleberry Myrtle.) 

Gtolimclia, a Hindoo name for Tinoepcra cordifolia, a 
climbing shrub of the Moonseed family (Menispermacese). It 
is esteemed by the Hindoos for its antispasmodic and diuretic 
properties. 

Gama Grass. {See Buffalo Grass.) 

Gambler {Uncaria Oambir), native of the Malayan Penin- 
sula and Islands. It is a slender-growing shrub of the Cin- 
chona family (Cinchonaceae), climbing by the aid of abortive 
flower-stalks, that become hard hooks. The leaves are oblong, 
about 2 or 3 inches in length. It is cultivated at Singapore, 
Sumatra, and other Malayan islands, for the sake of its leaves, 
from which, by a process of boiling and evaporating, a pasty sub- 
stance of a light yellow colour is left, which hardens, and is 
made into cakes or blocks, forming the Gambier of commerce. 
It is known also by the name of Terra Japonica, large quantities 
of which are exported to China, where it is used by the natives 
for chewing with the Betel-nut ; as also to this country, for 
tanning and dyeing. In 1880, 26,364 cwts. were imported. 

Gamboge, a gum-resin obtained from the stems of different 
species of Garcinia, a genus of the Gamboge family (Guttiferae). 
They are natives of Ceylon, India, Siam, and the Malayan 
Archipelago. There is some uncertainty as to the identity of 
the several species from which the Gamboge of commerce is 
obtained. The best comes from Siam, and is supposed to be the 
produce of Garcinia Hanburii. Ceylon Gamboge is obtained 
from Garcinia Morelia, Garcinia pictoria is abundant in 
Mysore and Western coast jungles, and yields Gamboge, but is 
more important for the oil which is obtained from its fruit, and 
called Gamboge Butter; the fruit also of an allied species, 
Q, purpurea, furnishes a similar butter, called Cocum Butter. 
These oil butters are obtained by pounding the seeds in a 
mortar ; the whole is then boiled, when the oil rises to the 
surface. It is used for burning in lamps, or as a substitute for 
butter. Gamboge is used in the arts, chiefly in water-colour 
painting, as well as for brass lacquering. In medidne it 
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is a strong purgative, and is one of the principal ingredients in 
Morison’s pills* 

Gamboge, American, is the produce of Vismia guianensia, 
a small tree of the Tutsan family (Hypericaceae), native of 
Guiana. 

Gamete, a native name for the tuberous roots of Cymopterua 
mofUanus, a perennial herb of the Carrot family (Umbelliferae), 
allied to Thapsia and Chcerophylhim, native of New Mexico, where 
it forms an article of food, its parsnip-like roots being eagerly 
sought after and collected by the women of certain tribes of 
native Indians. They are prepared by slicing, drying, and 
grinding, then stored for future use. It is only in the young 
state that the tubers can be eaten, when old they become hard. 
The name Gkimote is also applied to the sweet potato (which 
see). 

Garlic. {See Onions.) 

Garlic Tree, a name in Jamaica for Cratceva tapia, a tree 
of the Caper family (Capparidaceae), native of the West Indies. 
The fruit has a strong smell of Garlic, hence the common name 
of the tree. 

Gaub, or Gab, names in India for the astringent ftuits of 
Diospyroa Embryopteria, 

Genip-fimit {Genipa wniericaTia), a tree of the Cinchona 
family (Cinchonaceae), native of British Guiana. Its fruit is the 
size of an orange, and has a thick rind and a succulent agreeable 
pulp of a brownish colour, equal in flavour to the best orange 
marmalade. 

Genip Tree. {See Honeyberry.) 

Gentianella {CierUiana), a considerable genus of annual and 
perennial herbs, the type of the Gentian family (Gentianacese), 
many of which are favourites in gardens, such as the plant 
well known under the above name. G. acavlia is a native of 
the Alps, and said also to be found wild in Wales. But the 
most important is G. lutea, native of Switzerland. It is a 
showy growing species, with an erect leafy flower-stem, attaining 
a height of 2 or 3 feet The leaves are broad and strongly 
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veined. Flowers yellow, axillary, in tufts. The roots, known 
as Gentian Boots, are strong, about the thickness of the finger, 
and highly valued as a tonic in stomach complaints. 

Oeraniimif the Linnaean name of an extensive genus of 
plants. The name is derived from the Greek word "Geranos,” 
a “ Crane.” In modem times the genus has been broken up 
into three sections, namely. Geranium proper. Pelargonium^ and 
Erodium. Geranium consists of 40 to 50 species of annual and 
perennial herbs, the greater number native of Europe, of which 
twelve are natives of Britain. Their flowers are showy white, 
blue, or red, and are regular — i,e, having five equal-sized 
petals — ^which character distinguishes them from the more 
extensive genus Pelargonium, the flowers of which consist of 
five unequal petals. It derives its name from “Pelargos,” a 
“ Stork,” hence its name Stork-biUs. There are a considerable 
number of species, all native of the Cape of Good Hope, of 
which 130 are recorded in Hortm Keioensis as having been 
introduced previous to 1813. They consist of soft-stemmed 
herbaceous plants ; their sweet smell and pretty flowers led 
them to become early favourites with all under the name of 
Geraniums; but during the last fifty years they have become 
extensively cultivated by nurserymen and amateurs, and by 
hybridising numerous varieties have been established, and 
Pelargoniums now form one of the principal features at horti- 
cultural shows. 

Geranium Oil — This fragrant oil is obtained from Pelar- 
gonium roseum, a small fleshy-stemmed plant of the Geranium 
family (Geraniacese), native of the Cape of Good Hope. It is 
largely cultivated in France under the name of Bose de 
linours. It also yields an acid called Pelargonium Acid, which 
is used for flavouring wine. 

Gterman Tinder, known also by the name of Amadou, is a 
substance prepared from a solid fungus {Polyporus fomentarius), 
which grows on trees in this country, but more abundantly in 
Germany, where it is collected in^ large quantities, and forms a 
considerable article of trade. It is also cut in slices and beaten 
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out into large sheets like thick felt, and used for warm under- 
clothing and when mixed with saltpetre forms the substance 
known as Glerman Tinder. 

Qherkina. {See Cucumber.) 

Oilliflower. {See Clove.) 

Ginger {Zingiber officinale), a perennial herb of the family 
Zingiberaceie. It is universally cultivated throughout the 
tropics, and it is impossible to state its native country, but prob- 
ably it is India. Ginger of commerce is the fleshy rhizome or 
undeigroimd stem, which is lobed or fingered in a peculiar 
manner, from which proceed reed-like stems clothed with grass- 
like foliage. Many varieties are in cultivation. It is imported 
into this country in its dried and bleached state from both the 
East and West Indies, Africa, and Cliina, but Jamaica Ginger is 
considered the best It is laigely used as a condiment, and in 
its green state makes an excellent preserve. In 1880 the 
importation from all countries amounted to 49,995 cwts. 

Gingerbread, or Doum Palm of Egypt {Hyphcene thehaica), 
native of Upper Egypt, Nubia, Abyssinia, and adjacent coun- 
tries. Its stem is a foot or more in diameter, and by age 
becomes branched, attaining the height of 20 or more feet, each 
branch bearing a crown of fan leaves. Its fruits are borne in 
large pendulous bunches, bearing one or two hundred each. 
Each fruit is about the size of an apple, and is covered with a 
fibrous pulp, which has the flavour of Gingerbread, and forms 
part of the food of the lower classes of Upper Egypt. 

Gingorhread Plum {PaHnarium niacrophyllum), a small 
tree of the Cocoa Plum family (Chrysobalanacea?), native of 
Western tropical Africa. Its leaves are oblong and rigid, 
white on the imder side, and strongly veined. Tlie fruit is the 
size of a magnum bonum plum of an oblong form. Another 
species, P. excdmm, is one of the largest trees on the Sierra 
Leone Mountains. When in flower its terminal bunches of 
white blossom render it a peculiar ornament to the forest The 
fruit is similar to the last, and on account of the colour of its 
skin is called the Grey Plum. It is produced in great abun- 
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dance, is dry and farinaceous, and of an insipid taste ; neverthe- 
less, it is much esteemed by the negroes. Another species is 
P. lawrinurtiy a tree 50 feet high, native of the Fiji Islands, 
where it is called Makita. It yields a perfume much used for 
scenting oiL In the time of paganism the leaves of this plant, 
with the fronds of Acrostichum aureum, were used for thatching 
the roofs and sides of the heathen temples. 

Oinger Grass (Andropogon Nardtis), an Indian grass, similar 
in habit to A. Calamus aromaticmy before mentioned. It yields 
an essential oil, smelling strongly of ginger, used in perfumery 
and medicinally by Indian doctors. 

Gingilie Oil, a name in India for an oil obtained from Sesa-- 
mum indixmmy an annual herb of the Pedaliad family (Pedalineae), 
native of India, where it is extensively cultivated for its seeds, 
which yield an oil similar to olive oil, for which it may be 
substituted, and with which it is frequently adulterated. 

Ginkgo Tree. {See Maidenhair Tree.) 

Ginseng {Panax Schiuseug), a low perennial herb of the Ivy 
family (Araliaceae), with forked conical roots; producing pal- 
mate leaves from a sheathing foot-stalk, bearing umbellate green 
flowers ; a native of Manchuria, North China, but its great use 
as a medicine in China has caused it to become scarce. The 
Chinese fancy the forked root resembles the human form, and 
consider that it wards oft* all diseases. It consequently has an 
enormous value with them. It is slightly bitter and aromatic, 
but of no repute with European doctors. Its scarcity has led to 
P. quinqmfolium, an allied species, native of North America, 
being substituted for it, large quantities being exported to China 
from New York. 

Glasswort {Salicomia herhacea), a succulent, jointed stemmed 
plaint of the Spinach family (Chenopodiacese), native of the 
muddy sea-shores of this country. It grows to a height of 6 
or more inches ; the stems make a very good pickle. 

Salsola Kali and S. Soda are branching annual plants, 
having succulent almost leafless stems, growing to the height of 
1 or 2 feet, and found abundantly on the sandy sea-shores of 
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the tempeiate and warm countries of the northern hemisphere ; 
abounding on the shores of the Mediterranean, Canary Islands, 
^ By burning, a soda is obtained, which at one time was 
largely imported under the name of Barilla, and used for making 
soap and glass ; but since the production of soda from common 
salt, the imports have not been so large. 

Olastonbnry Thom. (See Hawthorn.) 

CHueose, a name in the United States for a sweet syrup pre- 
pared fix>m grains of Indian com, of which there are numerous 
manufactories. It is calculated that during the present year 
(1881) 11,000,000 bushels of com will be used, and it is probable 
that it will be doubled in 1882. It is used as a table symp, in 
brewii^, in vinegar-making, by tobacconists, wine-merchants, 
and distillers ; also in candle-making. 

CHlne, Vegetable (Comhretum guayea ?), a strong climber of 
the Myrobalan family (Combretacese), native of the countries 
on the Orinoco. It is remarkable for containing a great quantity 
of gummy matter, which exudes in abundance on the bark being 
cut, and is used by the carpenters of Angostura for the same 
purpose as animal glue is with us. Another species is C. btUy- 
rosum, a native of South-East Africa, producing a peculiar sub- 
stance like butter, called by the Caffres Chignite. It is white 
and hard, somewhat aromatic, and is taken to Mozambique as 
an article of commerce. It is not known if this substance is 
obtained from the stem or the kernel of the fruit, and some 
doubts are entertained as to its reaUy being the produce of a 
Gombretum, but judging by the gluey substance obtained from 
the preceding species, it seems not improbable that a kind of 
batter may be produced by an allied species. 

Qoa Bean. — The seeds of Psophocarpm tetragonoldbus are so 
called in India. It is a tuberous-rooted, herbaceous, twining 
plant of the Bean family (Leguminosse), and is sometimes 
cultivated in gardens in India for the sake of its seeds, which 
axe like those of the scarlet-runner. It takes its specific name 
from its four-winged pod, similar to the garden-winged pea of 
Eoxt^ Loiut tetragonddbm. 
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Gold Gaps. {See Buttercup.) 

Gold of Pleasure. {Su Bape.) 

Gold Thread, a name given to the slender yellow roots of 
Coptia trifolia, a small trifoliate perennial of the Banunculus 
family (Eanunculaceae), native of Canada and Siberia. It is 
used by the natives for dyeing skins and wool In medicine it 
is used as a bitter tonic, and large quantities are sold in the 
dry herb shops of Boston. 

Golden Bod, a common name for numerous species of Soli- 
dago, a genus of the Composite family (Compositae). They are 
herbaceous perennials, the flower-stems rising to a height of 
1 to 2 feet, terminated by lucemes or panicles of yellow flowers. 
They are cultivated as ornamental garden plants ; with a few 
exceptions, they are natives of North America, represented in 
this country by the common Golden Bod {8. virgaured). The 
leaves of S. odora are sweet-smelling, and yield by distillation 
an essential oiL 

Ck>lden Samphire {Invla crithmoides), a hardy perennial 
of the Composite family (Composite), native of England, 
growing in salt marshes. The leaves are fleshy and succulent, 
and the young branches are often sold as true Samphire. 

Gtomuti, a name for Sagus Bumphii, {See Sago.) 

Googul, a name in India for the gum obtained from Bed- 
saraodendron Muhd, a tree of the Myrrh family (Amarydacece), 
growing on limestone about Kurrachee and surrounding dis- 
tricts. The gum is obtained by making incisions in the 
branches of the tree ; the juice is collected as it flows, or is 
allowed to harden and is then collected. It is chiefly used as a 
horse medicine, and is given in the cold season, in the belief 
that it keeps them in health and condition. It is also called 
Indian Bdellium. 

Goora Hut. {See Cola Nut.) 

Gooseberry, the name of a spiny bush {Bibea grossfukma), 
producing the well-known fruit called Gooseberries; it is the 
type of the Gooseberry family (Grossulariacese), which includes 
the red, white, and black currants. It is found wild in several 
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parts of this country, and is supposed to be indigenous. It is 
recorded to have been grown in the garden of Edward I. at 
Westminster in 1276 as an indigenous fruit. 

The Gooseberry appears to have been well known in the 
time of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth. The name is of uncertain 
derivation; it is probably a corruption of the French word 
groseiUey from grossCy large, meaning large berries ; and if the first 
0 in gooseberry is read r, we have the French word Groseberry, 
hence the Scotch name Grosers and Groserts ; and as the kind first 
cultivated in Scotland, and the only kind grown in some old 
gardens up to the beginning of the present century, was known 
by the name of Green Gascoyns, it leads to the inference that 
the first bushes came from Gascony in France, and that the 
word Gooseberry should be read Groseberry. By cross breeding 
many fine varieties have been raised, and are now in general 
cultivation in this and all temperate countries. 

Gooseberry, Barbadoes {Pereshia aculeata)y a genus of the 
Cactus family (Cactaceae), a hard-wooded, trailing or climbing, 
leafy, prickly, bramble-like shrub, native of the West Indies. 
Its fruit is about the size of a gooseberr)’, and is made into a 
preserve. P. grandifiorm is an allied but larger growing species 
with a hard woody stem, several inches in diameter, and densely 
covered with long, black spines of formidable character. It has 
pretty pink flowers. 

Ckmseberry, Cape. Winter Cherry.) 

Ctorgon Plant {Euryale fer<xc)y a plant of the Water Lily 
family (Nymphaeaceae), native of India, having circular leaves 
2 or 3 feet in diameter, lying flat on the water, very prickly on 
their upper surface. The fruit is also prickly, about the size of 
a small orange, containing black seeds the size of peas, which 
are full of albumen, and are used by the Hindoos and Chinese 
for food. It is said to have been cultivated in China for 
upwards of 3000 years. 

Owfie. (See Furze.) 

Gourd, a general name for an extensive family of plants, 
called the Gourd fiunily (Cucurbitace»), represented by the 
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Melon, Cucumber, Pumpkin, Vegetable Marrow, Squash, Colo- 
cynth. Snake Gourd, etc. (which see). 

Ctonty Stem Tree. {See Baobab.) 

Qrains of Paradise, or Melegaeta Pepper {Amomvm 
Melegueta), a plant of the Ginger family (ZingiberacesB), native 
of Western tropical Africa. It throws up a reed-like, herbaceous 
stem, which produces a pod or capsule containing the seeds, to 
which the above names are applied. They are carminative, 
aromatic, and are used to give a false strength to beer and other 
liquors. Grains of Paradise are also produced by other species 
of the genus grown in India. 

Oram. {See Chick Pea.) 

Oranadilla, the name given in the West Indies to the fruits 
of different species of Passiflora, a genus of the Passion Flower 
family (Passifloraceae), natives of the West Indies and tropical 
America. P. quadrangularis has fruit of an oblong form, about 
6 inches in diameter, some weighing 3 lbs. When ripe it is 
of a greenish -yellow colour, and contains a soft pulp of a sweet 
acid flavour, very grateful and cooling in a hot climate. P. edulis 
is abundant in the West Indies. The fruit is of a light-blue 
colour and oval, the size of an egg, and is of an agreeable and 
cooling taste. P. laurifolia , — This produces an oval fruit of a 
lemon colour, about the size of a peach or nectarine. It has a 
soft skin, and is full of a watery pulp, which is very agreeable. 
In the West Indies it is called the Water Lemon. P. maii- 
formis, a smaller fruit than the water lemon, but similar in 
flavour, is called the Sweet Calabash, P. foetida^ Wild Water 
Lemon, or West Indian Love in a Mist The fruit of this is 
about the size of a small cherry ; the pulp is very delicate, but 
the smell of the leaves is very unpleasant. Several other species 
are esteemed in the West Indies for their fruits. P. guadran- 
gularis and P. edviis are grown for the sake of their fruits in 
this country. 

Qrapes. {See Vine.) 

Grapple Plant {Harpagophytum procuimkms\ a prostrate 
herbaceous plant of the Sesamum family (Pedalinese), native of 
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the Cape of GkK>d Hope ; its leaves are opposite and palmate ; 
the flowers axillary, on short stalks, of a purple colour; the 
fruit is a two-valved oblong capsule, about 3 inches in length, 
furnished on all sides with strong-branched, very sharp hooks, 
by means of which it lays hold of the clothes of travellers and 
the skins of animals, and is difficult to remove. When brows- 
ing, cattle often get these fruits into their mouths and roar with 
agony at the pain they endure. 

Chrasses. — This name includes all species of the Grass family, 
represented by Wheat, Barley, Oats, Eye, Maize, Eice, and 
Millet, and pasture, meadow, and cane grasses, each of which 
is noticed under its respective name. About twenty herbs, 
chiefly natives of Britain, are improperly called grasses, such as 
Arrow-grass, Penny-grass, Eib-grass, Scur\y and Whitlow grass, 
as also grass of Parnassus. Only a few of these are of economic 
interest 

Grass doth, a name given to the woven fibre of BaJimeria 
nivea, a perennial of the Nettle family (Urticacese), native of 
China. It sends up numerous rod-like stems 4 to 6 feet high, 
ha^^ng heart-shaped leaves, silvery-white on the under surface. 
The stems contain a quantity of fine fibre, which is now im- 
ported in considerable quantity from China and India, and 
woven into the fine linen -like cloth known as China Grass 
Cloth. It is now extensively cultivated in Jamaica, as also in 
the Southern United States ; and the British Government have 
lately become interested in its cultivation in such of the colonies 
as are favourable to its growth. There is, however, some diffi- 
culty in separating the fibre from the bark and wood, which has 
led the Government of India to offer a reward of £5000 for the 
best mode of overcoming the above difficulty. The plant grows 
freely in this country, but in severe winters the roots are liable 
to be injured; it might, however, be profitably cultivated in 
Cknnwall and the western counties. The fibre in Assam called 
Ehea is also the produce of this species. 

Pnya Fibre {JBcehmeria Paya) is a plant similar to the pre- 
ceding in habit of growth, but has longer leaves. It is exten- 
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sively cultivated in Upper India ; the fibre is used for making 
ropes and sail-cloths. 

Qrass Qum Trees, a name applied to the different species of 
XarUhcyrrhcea, a genus of the lily family (liliaceae). This re- 
markable genus consists of nine or ten species, natives of 
Australia. Stems cylindrical, formed by the closely-packed, 
broad bases of grass-like leaves, and attaining a foot or more in 
diameter. X. arhorea and X qv^idrangularis attain a height 
of 6 to 10 feet, and the flower-stem springs like a stout rod from 
the centre of the crown of leaves, and frequently is 10 to 20 
feet long, the upper part being densely covered with small 
yellowish -white flowers. The leaves are often burnt by the 
grass fires, leaving the blackened stems standing, which, at a 
distance, have the appearance of black men, from which circum- 
stance the name Black Boy Trees has been applied to them. 
The smaller species look like thatched beehives. They yield a 
fragrant resin of two kinds, called Black Boy, or Botany Bay 
Gum, and Gum Acaroides. This last yields Picric acid when 
treated with Nitric acid, and is extensively used in the pre- 
paration of the highly explosive compound Picrate of Potassium. 
This acid is used for dyeing silk and wool, and imparts to them 
a yellow colour. The gum-resin is sometimes made into candles. 
These plants are of very slow growth, requiring many years 
before they form a stem, as shown by an example of a plant at 
Kew thirty years old, and still stemless. 

Grass Tree {Kingia australis)^ a remarkable plant of the 
Rush family (Juncacese), native of South and South-West 
Australia, growing in dry places. It has a trunk a foot in 
diameter, composed of the bases of the hard, three-sided grass- 
like leaves. The leaves are successively produced from the top 
of the stem, and curve downwards. The older ones fall away, 
or more often are burnt away by the grass fires, leaving the 
charred and blackened stems, which in old plants attain a 
height of 6 to 8 feet. The flowers are small, borne in dense 
round heads on a foot-stalk about a foot long, several rising 
from the crown of leaves. 
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OfSM Wradk {Zostera marina), an aquatic of the fionily 
Naiadacee ; it has long, nairow, tape-like leaves 3 to 4 feet in 
length. It is a native of this countty, being generally found in 
the eskiaties of tidal rivers, and even in the sea. When dried 
it is used for packing, stuffing beds, cushions, etc., and is known 
by the name of Alva marina. 

Cbnaae Mould. {See Fungi) 

Oreenhoart — ^Two trees are so called, and a third Bastard 
Greenheart 1. Nectandra Bodkei, a large tree of the 
Laurel family (Lauracese), native of Guiana. It has a clear 
stem, attaining a height of 40 to 50 feet, with a diameter of 
between 2 and 3 feet. Its timber, before the more general use of 
iron, was highly valued for shipbuilding, and was imported from 
Demerara for that purpose. 2. ColvJbrina ferruginosa, a tree of 
the Buckthorn family (Rhomnacese), native of Martinique. It 
has twisted wood, which has led it to be called Snake-wood. 
3. Bastard Greenheart (Cetlyptranihes Chytraeulia), a large-grow- 
ing shrub of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), native of Jamaica. 

Chreenwood is an artificial production, formed by the green- 
coloured mycelium of Pezim aruginosa {Helotium oeruginosum), 
a filamentous fungus which penetrates and traverses the smaU, 
fallen branches of the oak tree, and imparts to them a per- 
manent and vivid green colour, which is highly prized for 
malfing small ornaments and toys. The genus Peziza is a group 
of small fungi, varying from mere specks to masses of several 
inches in diameter, and also varying in form and colour, which is 
generally bright, many of them having the appearance of small 
lichens ; but they differ in their place of growth, which is always 
on decayed substances, such as fallen leaves, branches, etc, some 
even on the naked ground. 

Qroats. (/S^Oats.) 
around Nut {See Earth Pea.) 

Cfaronndiel {Smedo vulgarit), an annual of the Composite 
funily (Compositee), native of this countty. One of the 
comnuxn pest weeds of all cultivated ground. Sold in the 
streets of London as green food for caged birds. 
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Grn-Gra Palm. {See Macaw Palm.) 

Gnaco (Mikania Ouaco), an opposite -leaved climber of the 
Composite family (Compositse), having numerous flower-heads, 
each consisting of only four florets. It is common throughout 
tropical America, and is famed as a cure for snake-bites. The 
name Guaco is also applied to species of Aristolochia {see Birth- 
wort) and other climbing plants, which are likewise believed 
to cure snake-bites. Although this has been known since the 
time of Humboldt, there has, however, not been much evidence 
in proof of its efficacy ; but in a recent communication to Sir 
Joseph Hooker from Mr. White, who has resided long in New 
Grenada, he says that when quickly and properly applied, both 
inwardly and outwardly, it is known to prevent fatal results. 

Ooarana, the name of a substance in Brazil prepared from 
the seeds of Pavllinia sorhilis, a strong -growing, wing-leaved 
climber of the Soapberry family (Sapindaceae), native of Brazil, 
principally the region of the Amazon. The fruit is a pear- 
shaped, three-sided, three -celled capsule, each cell containing a 
solitary seed, half enveloped in a somewhat thick aril. The 
Indians poimd the seeds to a meal, which they make into a 
paste. It is formed into rolls, and when dried becomes hard, 
and of a dark colour, resembling large sausages. Under the 
name of Guarana these rolls form an important article of trade 
to all parts of Brazil. A beverage is prepared by grating about 
a tablespoonful of the substance from a roll, and placing it in 
about half a pint of sugar and water. It is greatly used by 
those employed in laborious work, especially by miners. Its 
virtue consists in its containing a stimulating principle having 
properties similar to the theine in tea. 

Onava^ the name of the fruit of several species of Psidium, 
a genus of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), native of the West 
Indies and tropical America. They are small-sized trees. 

Psiditm Ottaiava, with the varieties P. pomiftrum and P. 
pyriferum, are universally cultivated in most tropical countries. 
The chief difference is in the Shape of their fruits, one being 
apple and the other pear shaped, of a yellow colour outside, and 
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the pulp red. They are highly esteemed, and come to this country 
as a preserve under the name of Guava jelly and cheese. 

Chiava Barry {Eugenia Uneata), a small tree of the Myrtle 
family (Myrtacem), native of the island of Tortola. Its fruit is 
small, and is excellent for dessert It is likewise used as a 
preserve, and forms a favourite cordial. 

Chiava Beal, the name in New Grenada and Panama for 
Inga tpedabHit, a tree of the Mimosa section of the Bean 
family (L^uminosse). It is a laige, showy tree, with simple, 
winged leaves. It is cultivated for the sake of its pods, which 
are two or more feet long and three inches broad, and pendulous. 
The seeds are embedded in a sweet pulp, which is eaten by 
the natives. Different species of Inga are common throughout 
the whole of tropical America and the West Indies. The pods 
of all contain a sweet, mucilaginous, edible pulp. Some kinds 
are puigative. 

Guelder Bose ( Viburnum Opulus), a stout branching shrub of 
the Woodbine family (Caprifoliacew), native of this country, 
growing generally in hedges. The flowers are produced in flat 
umbels, the outer series of florets being abortive, and the 
petals large and white ; but in the cultivated variety the whole 
of the petals are abortive, and form the well-known snowball 
flower. 

Guinea Com {Sorghum vulgare ). — There are many varieties 
cultivated throughout the tropics. {See Millet.) 

Guinea Grass, a name in Dominica for Fanieum jumeiUorum, 
a strong-growing perennial fodder grass. 

Guinea Peppor {Xylopia aromatica), a tall tree of the 
Custard Apple family (Anonacese), native of Western tropical 
Africa. It has pointed, egg-shaped leaves, woolly underneath ; 
the fruit consists of a number of dry carpels, about two inches 
in length, which are aromatic and used as pepper, being some- 
tames called “N^ro Pepper,” and by old authors "Piper 
iEtiiu^ioum.” 

ChdfItrMd, a common name for Sargamm laeeiftrtm, a sea- 
weed of the Fucns family (Algae). Its cord-like steins rise from 
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a gteat depth, firom the apex of which are produced broad leaves 
(fronds), which float on the surface of the water in such density as 
to impede the navigation of vessels. It abounds in the meridian 
of 40® west, and between the latitudes of 20® and 46® north, 
covering the surface of the ocean for 1,000,000 square miles, 
known as the Sargasso Sea. 

Gum, a general name for sticky matters exuding naturally 
or by artificial wounds from many different kinds of trees, shrubs, 
and herbs, of which the following are a few of the principal 
They consist of two kinds, those that dissolve in water and have 
no smell, and those that contain a resin termed Gum-resin, and 
bum with an aromatic odour, and dissolve in alcohol or other 
solvents. 

Gum Acaroides. {See Grass Gum Trees.) 

Gum Aik, a gum-resin yielded by Pistdda TerMnthvs, a 
small tree of the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiacese), native of 
North Africa. 

Gum Anime. {See Gum CopaL) 

Gum Arabic. — This is obtained from several species of Acacia, 
a genus of the Bean family (Leguminosae). The principal gum- 
yielding species are A. Seyal, A. ardbica, A. nilotica, A, Sensed, 
and A, Steiiocarpa ; with a few exceptions, they are small spiny 
trees, the first three being found widely dispersed in India, Western 
Asia, and Central Africa, and the latter in Western Africa. The 
gum exudes from the trees naturally, or is accelerated by making 
incisions in the stems and branches ; it soon hardens, and is then 
collected. It begins to flow at the commencement of the dry 
season, which is generally about November. About the middle 
of December the Moors encamp on the border of the Acacia forest, 
and the harvest lasts six weeks, during which time the Moors 
live almost entirely upon the gum. It is highly nutritious ; 
six ounces of gum are sufficient to support a man for twenty- 
four hours. It may be stated that Gum Arabic is collected in 
localities throughout the whole of Africa, and is conveyed in 
skins or bags of leather on camels to the ports of the Atlantic, 
Mediterranean, and the Bed Sea, for shipment to various coun- 
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tries. It is largely imported into this country, the quantity in 
1880 being 73,926 cwts., valued at £200,375, and used for 
various purposes in the arts and manufactures, being extensively 
employed for stiffening and giving lustre to crape, silk, and 
other woven fabrics. 

Oum, British. {See Starch.) 

Oum Oistos. (See Ladanum.) 

Gum Dragon, a name given in commerce to Gum Traga- 
canth (which see). 

Gum Elemi (See Jamaica Birch.) 

Gum Euphorbium. (See Euphorbia.) 

Gum Guaiacum. (See Lignum Vitae.) 

Gum Kino (Pterocarpus marmpium), a tree of the Bean 
family (Leguminosae), native of India, which, with P. erinaceiis 
of Western Africa, yields a gum. It is obtained by making 
incisions in the bark, and is imported for tanning and dyeing. 
A Gum Kino is also yielded by P. Dalbergioides, a large tree, 
native of Burmah and the Andaman Islands, where it grows 
to the diameter of 4 feet. Its wood is hard and similar to 
mahogany. Butea frondosa and B. superha. East Indian legu- 
minous trees, yield quantities of a reddish-coloured gum-resin, 
known as Bengal Kino. (See Pulas.) 

Gum Senegal (See Gum Arabic.) 

Gum Tragacanth (Aelragalm gummifer), a harsh, spiny, 
low, wing-leaved leguminous shrub, native of desert and moun- 
tainous regions of Western Asia. A gum issues from the stem 
and branches spontaneously, and forms an article of commerce. 
It is used in the arts as a substitute for glue. Tragacanth is 
also produced in some of the Greek islands and other parts by 
several allied species of Astragalus. 

Gum Trees. (See Eucalyptus.) 

Gui^ah. (See Hemp.) 

Gunny-bags. (See Jute.) 

Gutta-percha (Dudiopm gutta\ a tree of the Star Apple 
family (Sapotacese), attaining a height of from 60 to 70 feet. 
It has smooth, ovate, entire leaves, of a rusty-brown colour on 
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the under side. It is a native of the Malayan Peninsula, Borneo, 
and other islands. It contains a milky juice, which forms Gutta- 
percha. This substance came into special notice in 1845, and 
its important uses soon became obvious, and led to a great 
demand for the article, to meet which the natives cut down the 
trees. It is consequently now extinct in Singapore, from whence 
it was first obtained ; and if precaution is not taken by Govern- 
ment it will in time become extinct in other localities. The 
numerous uses to which Gutta-percha is applied are well known ; 
the most important is for covering the electric wires of telegraph 
cables, it being a perfect insulator, and it is also said to be inde- 
structible under water. A number of other trees of this family 
yield Gutta-percha in varying abundance and quality. The best 
is obtained from Mimusops glohosa, a large tree, native of British 
Guiana, and apparently also of Surinam, and called Ballata. It 
is imported in fluctuating quantities from British Guiana, and con- 
sidered equal to the best Gutta-percha of the East. The total 
quantity imported in 1880 was 63,334 cwts., valued at £529,452. 

Hag or High Taper. {See Mullein.) 

Hand-flower Tree {Cheirostemon platanoides)^ a large tree 
of the Silk Cotton family (Bombacese), a native of Guatemala, 
but first known by a single tree of great size growing near the 
city of Mexico. It has a soft- wooded stem and heart-shaped lobed 
leaves, and is remarkable for the stamens being flesh-coloured, 
and so united and turned to one side of the flower that they 
bear some resemblance to an infant’s hand, hence its name. 

Hard or Qoat Grass, the name given to species of jEgUops, 
of which there are six recorded as natives of the South of 
Europe. They are annual grasses of dwarf habit and harsh 
nature, and although extremely unlike wheat, they are neverthe- 
less, according to the Darwinian theory of the origin of species, 
supposed to have during the lapse of time, either by natural 
agency or artificial cultivation, assumed the character of culti* 
vated wheat This is in some degree proved by experiments 
carried on for a number of years by M. Fabre in France, and in 
this country by the Agricultural Society in their College Gardw 
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at Cirmcester, r^ording which, in a report, it is stated that 
omUa was sown in a plot in 1854 Seeds were taken and sown 
in different parts of the garden, and their progeny were from 
year to year carefully re-sown, and the crop for 1860 had many 
q>ecimens upwards of 2 feet high, and with spikes of dowers 
containing as many as twelve spikelets. If wheat really origin- 
ated firom jEgUops ovata, it must have done so in very early 
times, as we read of wheat in the time of Jacob 3600 years 
ago ; also, wheat grains are found in the prehistoric lake-cities of 
Switzerland. 

Hare’s-foot Fern {DaveMia eanariensit), a multiiate fronded 
fern. It derives its name from the rhizome being covered with 
soft grey scales, giving it the appearance of a hare’s foot. It is 
a favourite with amateur fem-cultivators. ^Being a native of 
Madeira and the Canary Islands, it requires greenhouse pro- 
tection in winter. 

Haricot Bean. (<Si!e Kidney Bean.) 

Hassagay Tree (Ourtisia faginea), a middle-sized tree of 
the Dogwood family (Comacese), a native of South Africa. It 
is especially important for its wood, of w’hich the Kafirs and 
other native tribes form their spears, termed hassagays, or assa- 
gays, which in their hands form such formidable weapons, as 
shown by their effects in the late Zulu war. 

Hawthorn, or Qnidr (Cratcegus Oxgacantha ). — This well- 
known hedge-tree belongs to the Apple family (Pomacese), and 
is a native of most parts of Northern Europe and Asia. When 
grown singly it attains a height of 20 or more feet, and lives 
to a great age. It is, however, principally used for forming 
hedge fences. There are several varieties, distinguished by the 
colour of their fruit, and in having single or double flowers. 
The common white May is sweet-smelling; but the variety with 
scarlet flowers has a disagreeable odour. The Glastonbury 
Thom is a variety which flowers in early spring, or even at 
CSmstmas, if the weather is mild. In this country the benies 
axe called Haws. C. wronia is a bushy species, having a red 
fleshy firnitlais^ than the piecedii^. It is a native of Southern 
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Europe and Western Asia, and is common about Jerusalem, 
especially on the Mount of Olives, where its fruit is collected 
for preserves. 

Hay. — In this country various grasses are cultivated for Hay, 
the principal being Lolium perenTie, L. italiaum, PMmm pra- 
tense^ Poa pratemCy Cynomrus cristatus, and other fodder grasses 
that grow spontaneously in pasture lands ; also, A7Uh(xmrUhum 
odoratunfiy the sweet-scented vernal grass. It is this that con- 
tains the principle called Coumarin, which imparts the smell to 
new Hay. 

Hazel and Filbert Nuts {Corylus Amllana), a bushy shrub of 
the Oak family (Cupuliferae), throwing up straight rod-like stems, 
growing wild in woods throughout this country, as also- in the 
temperate parts of Europe, as well as in Western and Northern 
Asia. The specific name Avellana is derived from the name of 
a place in Italy, where large quantities are grown for exporta- 
tion. The great supply of the finest nuts comes from Spain, 
and are called Barcelona Nuts. About 140,000 bushels are 
recorded to have been imported before 1870, the quantity had 
then increased to 294,236 bushels. 

Heart’s-ease. {See Violet.) 

Heather, also called Liug, names in Scotland for the common 
heath (Erica [Calluna^ vulgaris)^ a small-leaved shrub, the type of 
the Heath family (Ericaceae). It covers extensive tracts of hiUs 
and moors in this country, and also more especially in Scotland. 
It is also abimdant in many other parts of Europe, and is highly 
important as a fodder plant for cattle, especially in winter. It 
is, however, astringent, and not very nutritive ; and it is said to 
impart a red colour to the milk of cows, and that the flesh of 
sheep fed on it is richer than that of those fed on grass alone. 
Moor-fowl feed on the young shoots. Heather forms an import- 
ant article in the domestic and rural economy of the people, 
being employed for thatching and lining houses. Layers of heath 
are also used as beds, as well as for making brooms, scrubbing- 
brushes, ropes, baskets, and the like. The young tops yield 
a yellow dye, which gives colour to woven fabrics. The flowers 
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of the common heath, as well as of three other native species, 
abound in honey, and are much f^uented by bees ; and it is 
the custom of bee-keepers in many parts, about the month of 
August, to convey their hives to the heath districts and to remain 
during the flowering season* The honey produced is dark, and 
of a peculiar flavour. 

Heaths, a common name for the species of Erim, the type 
of the family Ericaceae. They consist of small bushy shrubs, 
seldom exceeding 6 to 8 feet high, all having small leaves, and 
various-coloured, tubular, globose, urceolate or campanulate 
flowers. About 500 species are described in books ; but many 
are hybrids raised in gardens in this country, some of which are 
of extreme beauty, and prizes are offered for the best cultivated 
and the most showy at horticultural exhibitions. The greater 
mass of the species are natives of South Africa, of which about 
200 were cultivated at Kew a few years ago. Tliey are sparingly 
represented in the northern hemisphere, ten being found in 
Europe, of which six are native of Britain, and two extend to 
Western Syria, one only being found in North America. In 
Algeria E. arborea and E.mvltijlora are common on the mountains. 

HMgehog Thistle, the common name of a considerable 
number of species forming the section or genus Echinocactus of 
the Cactus family (Cactaceae). The greater number are natives 
of Mexico. Their stems consist of round or oblong masses of 
succulent matter, with numeroas ridges, on which are produced 
many clusters of straight or crooked spines of various sizes. 
In 1846 two plants were received at Kew from St. Luis Potosi, 
in Mexico, one measuring feet in height, and 2f feet in 
diameter, weighing 713 lbs.; the other 9 feet in height, rather 
more than 3 feet in diameter, and weighing about one ton. This 
species has received the name of E, vimaga, on account of its 
stiff spines having been used as tooth-picks. It is calculated 
that the number of spines on the smaller plant was 17,600, and 
on the larger 61,000. An allied species is E, Stainesi^ of which 
plants were received at Kew 4 to 5 feet high. In the high 
plains of Mexico, whera water is scarce, the Echinocacti supply 
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drink to herds of cattle. Although the juice is slimy, it is 
nevertheless valued for its cooling antifebrile qualities by the 
Indians. Cattle, especially mules, are very clever in breaking 
up the cacti with their hoofs, and sucking the juice. 

Heliotrope, a familiar name for Hdiotropium permianum^ 
native of Peru, a shrub of the Sebesten family (Cordiaceae), intro- 
duced to this country about the middle of the last century, and 
has become a general favourite on account of its peculiar smell, 
and is known by the name of Cherry-pie, It is also called 
Peruvian Turnsole, but it is not the true Turnsole (which see). 

Hellebore, Black {HdUlorus niger). Stinking {ff. fodidvs). 
Green strong perennial-rooted plants of the Buttercup 

family (Eanunculaceae). The leaves are palmate or pedate, and 
with the flower-stalks do not rise more than a foot in height. 
The Black or Christmas Eose, as its name implies, flowers in 
December, and is conspicuous at that season for its large white 
flowers, which are produced on short foot-stalks. It is a native 
of Southern and Eastern Europe. The root is black, and 
about as thick as the finger. They have been held in high 
repute, in ancient as well as in modem times, for the cure of 
many diseases, being a strong drastic purgative, but dangerous 
when used in over-doses. 

Hellebore, White ( VeTotrum album), a perennial herb of the 
Colchicum family (Melanthacese), native of some parts of 
Europe, especially in Alpine regions. It has broad elliptical 
pointed leaves, with prominent longitudinal veins, and a flower- 
stem rising to a height of 3 to 4 feet, bearing panicles of 
greenish- white flowers. The roots are thick and fleshy, of a 
poisonous nature, and though sometimes used medicinally, are 
not of much repute in this country. 

Hemlock {Coniuvi maculcUum), a biennial of the Carrot and 
Fennel family (Umbelliferse), common in this , country, growing 
in waste places, hedges, and roadsides. It has a hollow stem 
marked with reddish spots, rising sometimes to a height of 3 
or 4 feet, bearing umbels of white flowers, and much-divided, 
parsley-like leaves, the whole of a pale-green colour, with a 
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naoseouB smell when bruised. The plant is poisonous in the 
hij^iest d^[ree, the most active part being the fruit In medi- 
cine it is called Ckmium, and is beneficial in some diseases, when 
inupetly administered. 

Hemlock Spwoe. (See Fir Trees.) 

Hemlock, Water. (See Cowbane.) 

Itemp (Cannabis sativa), an annual plant of the Nettle 
family (Urticacese), found wild in Northern India and the 
westom parts of Asia; but generally cultivated in temper- 
ate and warm regions. It attains an average height of from 8 
to 10 feet hut sometimes exceeds the latter. Its fibre is the 
Hemp of commerce, imported to this country from many parts, 
the total quantity in 1880 beii^ 1,320,731 cwts. (£1,874,231), 
the greatest supply being from Russia, and the finest from Italy. 
It is the principal material of which ropes, ships’ cables, and 
door mats are made, and when woven is known as canvas, and 
is made into ships’ pails, sacks, etc. In India the dried plant 
is known by the names of Gunjah and Bhang. Gunjah is 
smoked like tobacco ; Bhang is macerated in water and made 
into a drink : both are stimulating and intoxicating. A resin is 
collected from the plant, caUed Cburras, in which the properties 
of Gunjah and Bhang are concentrated. It is collected by 
coolies, who run violently amongst the plants, the resin sticking 
to their bodies, or to skins with which they are purposdy 
clothed. The resin, when used in small quantities, produces 
pleasant sensations; but, if taken in excess, leads to insanity. 
The seeds are used for feeding caged birds. 

Hemp^ African, or Bowitring (Sanseviera guineensis), a plant 
of the LQy family (Liliacese), native of tropical Africa, having 
stmp-shaped leaves 2 to 4 feet long, and 2 to 3 inches wide. S. 
Boaiwghiana, a native of India, has flat leaves similar to the 
last ; but in S. angbUnm, native of Western tropical Africa, the 
leaves are cylindrical, and about 1 inch in diameter. The leaves 
of these plants contain much fibre, which is used for making 
ropes, and it is stated that the latter produces the beet kind of 
fibre for deq>-8ea soundings and dredging lines. 
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Canada {Apoeymm mimabinvm), a perennial herb 
of the Dogbane family (Apocynacese), native of North America, 
having running roota from which rise numerous erect branching 
stems 2 to 3 feet high, which contain strong fibre, of which the 
Indians make twine, fishing-nets, bags, and lines, and even a 
woven fabric like linen. A. androscemifolium, an allied species, 
also contains fibre. 

Hemp, Kentoclqr. — Urtiea canadensis and U. eanncMna, 
strong-growing perennial herbs of the Nettle family (Urticacem), 
natives of Canada and the Northern United States. They con- 
tain a strong fibre, which is known by the name given above. 

Hemp, Manilla, the fibre of Musa textilis, a perennial of the 
Plantain and Banana family (Musacete), native of the Philippine 
Islands, where it is largely cultivated in groves, and attains a 
height of 20 to 30 feet. It is also cultivated in India and other 
countries for its fibre, which is obtained by hand labour, and 
when dressed consists of two qualities. The finer is made into 
beautiful shawls, and the coarser into ropes. In 1880 over 
407,000 cwts. were imported to this country alone. 

Hemp, Sunn, a name in India for the fibre of Orotalaria 
juneea, a branching shrub of the Bean family (Legnminosee), 
native of India. It grows from 8 to 12 feet high, with simple 
white downy leaves and pretty yellow flowers, but when grown 
under cultivation the seeds are sown so thickly that the plants 
rise with a single unbranched stem. When perfect they are cut 
and put in water for two or three days, which loosens the fibre 
from the bark and wood. The fibre is then cleaned by beating 
and washing. It is very strong, and made into ropes, canvas, etc. 

Hemp^ Jubbulpore (Croialaria Unuifolia), a plant closely 
allied to the preceding. 

Henbane (Hyoseyamm niger), an annual or bimmial, erect, 
weedy plant of the Nightshade family (Solanacese), with soft 
broad leaves, growing both in cultivated and waste places. Tbe 
biennial kind is much valued in medicine, the chief preparation 
being an extract of the leaves, which is used in the place of 
opium, also by oculists for dilating the pupil of the eye. 
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Btonna. (See Gamphire.) 

dhristoiAor. (Su Banebeny.) 

Herb of Oraoe. (See Bue.) 

Horb of Patience (Itumex PcUientia), a strong-growing per- 
ennial of the Buckwheat family (Polygonaceae), native of Italy. 
It is cultivated in this country and used as spinach, as also in 
France. 

Herb of St. Martin, a name very general in tropical 
America and the West Indies for Sauvagesia erecta^ an annual 
or biennial herb of the Violet family (Violacea*). Its leaves are 
alternate, lanceolate, mucilaginous, and eaten as spinach. They 
are considered diuretic, and in Brazil are used in affections of 
the eye. 

Hercoles’ Olub (Zanthoxylum clava-ffercuHs), a tall, rough- 
stemmed tree, with winged leaves, of the Bean Caper family 
(Zanthoxyllacese). Its wood is yellow, and is a useful timber. 
In young trees the stems are very prickly, and from them walking- 
sticks are made and sold under the name of West Indian Briar. 

Hickory Hut (Carya albcC)^ a large tree of the Walnut family 
(Juglandacea?), native of North America, yielding the white 
hickory nut, which is eaten in large quantities in the United 
States, and occasionaUy imported into this country. 

Hinau, the name in New Zealand for Elccocarpw Hinau, 
a tree attaining a height of 40 to 60 feet, and a diameter of 3 
to 4 feet. It belongs to the Lime Tree family (Tiliaceae), and 
produces a hard white timber, but is not much valued on account 
of being apt to split The pulp of the fruit is eaten by the 
natives, and the bark they use as a black dye. 

Hiiiff, a common name in India for Asafoetida (which see). 

HoiT-ffoni {Sympkonia globvliftra, better known as Moronoibea 
eoeeinea), a lofty tree, 80 to 100 feet high, belonging to the Gam- 
ing family (Guttifene), native of the West Indies and many 
parts of tropical America. By incisions it yields a gum of the 
consutency of Buigondy pitch, obtained in considerable quan- 
titiea. In Jamaica it is known as Hog-gum, on account, it is 
said, of hogs rubbing themselves against it as it issues fix>m the 
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trees. Under old trees it is found in lumps measuring 6 to 8 
inches in diameter. It is inflammable, and bums with an 
aromatic odour. In South America torches are made of it. It 
is used medicinally in many ways for outward application, and 
also for pills as a substitute for balsam of copaiba. 

Hog-plum of Jamaica {SpondicLslutea), a tree of the Cashew 
Nut family (Anacardiaceae), attaining a height of 40 to 50 feet, 
in general appearance resembling the common ash tree of this 
country. It is commonly cultivated in Jamaica for the sake of 
its fruit, wliich is of an oval shape and yellow colour, having 
flesh resembling the common plum. It is not much appreciated, 
but is used for feeding swine. 

Holly {Ilex aquifolium), the t 3 T[)e of the Holly family (Aqui- 
foliaceae). The common green -leaved Holly is a native of 
Middle and Southern Europe, as also of this country. It some- 
times attains a height of 30 or 40 feet, and has white wood, 
which is held in repute by cabinetmakers and turners. It is 
often blackened so as to resemble ebony, and is then used for 
making teapot and knife and fork handles. Bird lime is made 
from its bark. It is much planted as an ornamental tree, as 
well as for forming hedges, the numerous gold and silver leaved 
varieties being obtained by cultivation. Although its berries 
afford abundance of food for birds, they are nevertheless poison- 
ous, fatal cases having been recorded through children eating 
theuL The use made of holly and other evergreens for ornament- 
ing churches and dwelling-houses at Christmas is well known, 
but the origin of the custom is lincertain ; it is said to have been 
practised by the Druids. It was a custom with the Homans to 
send sprigs of holly with their gifts to their friends during the 
Saturnalia, as an emblem of good wishes. This was adopted by 
the early Christians, and the first record of its having been 
practised in England is in the reign of Henry VI. 

Hollyhock {Althea rosea), a strong-growing single-stemmed 
biennial of the Mallow family (Malvaceae), a well-known showy 
garden plant, native of China, of which there are many varices 
patronised by florists. Of late years Hollyhocks have been 
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attacked by a mildew fungus called Pueemia molvaeemnm, which 
blackens the leares, and the plants die, causing great pecuniary 
loss to nurserymen. Ko core has yet been found for this pest 

Holy <%raS8 {Hieroehlxta borealis), a strong perennial grass, 
native of many parts of Northern Europe, and in consequence 
of its being found in Caithness-shire is recorded as a native of 
Britain. It is a sweet-smelling grass ; and in Germany is strewed 
before the doors of churches on festivals, and is therefore called 
Holy Grass. 

Homiiiy Meal. {See Maize.) 

Honey-berTy of Europe. (See Nettle Tree.) 

Honey-berry of Guiana {Mdieoeea hijvga), a tree of the 
Soapberry family (Sapindaceae), native of Guiana, where it 
forms large forests. It is also a native of New Grenada, and 
has become common in most of the West Indian Islands. In 
Jamaica it is called Genip tree, and attains a height of 40 to 
60 feet, and a circumference of 4 to 5 feet. It produces numerous 
egg-shaped fmits about an inch to an inch and a half in length, 
the pulp having an agreeable vinous somewhat aromatic flavour. 

Honey-flower {Melianthus major), a soft-wooded shrub be- 
longing to the natural order Sapindaceae, with large, unequal, 
winged glaucous leaves, having a strong odour of pea-meal. 
The flowers are of a dark-brown colour, produced on terminal 
racemes a foot or more in length, containing a large quantity of 
sweet glutinous fluid-like honey, which is collected by the 
natives of Cape Colony, where the plant is native. 

Honey-flowan. — In general the flowers of plants contain 
honey in greater or less qruuitity, some in such abundance that 
it can be collected, and this is particularly the case with ProUa 
meUifera, a pretty floweriitg shrub of the Protea family (Pro- 
teacese), native of the Cape of Gkrod Hope ; its flowers are formed 
in a large involucre, which contaiirs a sweet watery liquor, and 
is oolleoted and cortsidered of great use in coughs and pulirumary 
affectkms. 

BoMynudde, AiutnUaii, a name given in Australia to 
Bankiia wutredu and other species, small trees of the Piotea 



HORNBEAM 


OP ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


215 


family (Picteaceae). They are called Honeysuckles on account 
of their flowers being full of a sweet liquid like honey, which is 
sucked by the natives ; it is so abundant in B, ericifclia and B. 
Cwnminghamii that when in flower the ground underneath large 
cultivated plants is in a complete state of puddle ; bees and 
wasps become intoxicated, and many lose their lives in it 

Honeysuckle, Common. (See Woodbine.) 

Hop {Humulvje Lupvlus)^ a well-known perennial plant of 
the Hemp family (Cannabinaceae), found wild in the eastern 
parts of Europe, and known to the ancients. It is now generally 
cultivated throughout Europe ; it was introduced into England 
about 300 years ago. The female flowers consist of leafy cone- 
like catkms (strobili) of a light colour, which are called Hops, 
and are well known as giving the best bitter to beer. The plant 
is extensively cultivated, more especially in Kent, where the 
flnest Hops are produced. Like its congener Hemp, Hop is a 
good fibre plant, and in Sweden the manufacture of Hop yam 
and Unen has long been an established branch of industry. 

Hornbeam, Common {Carpintis Betvlus), a small bushy tree 
of the Oak family (Cupuliferae), native of Europe, North 
America, and the Levant. Its wood is white, hard, heavy, 
very close-grained and tenacious ; it is used for many domestic 
purposes where large timber is not required. It makes an 
excellent hedge plant, bears pruning and clipping, and in age 
becomes very stiff*. 

Hornbeam, Hop {Ostrya vulgaris), a tree of the Oak family 
(Cupuliferse), attaining a height of 30 or 40 feet, native of 
Southern Europe cmd North America. In general appearance 
it is similar to the Common Hornbeam, but it is readily dis- 
tinguished by its female catkins consisting of blunt scales, which 
are closely imbricate, and when perfect are white, resembling 
the female catkin of the hop, but it contains no bitter principle. 
As a tree it possesses no special properties, except that it is 
ornamental, especially when loaded with its white catkins. A 
fine specimen more than 100* years old is to be seen in the 
original part of the Botanic Garden, Kew. 
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Hone Chom, also called Kodltee^ names in India for DdUehm 
bifionu, a trifoliate>leaTed annual of the Bean &mily (Legu- 
minoese). It is cultavated for its pods, which are flat, and curved 
in the form of a sickle, and are used for feeding cattle. 

Ame-rodish (Coehlearia Armoracia), a strong-rooted peren- 
nial of the Cabbage familj (Cruciferse), in general cultivation 
for its pungent roots, which form a universal condiment with 
roast beef Although cultivated in private and market gardens 
in this country, the supply is far short of the demand, and large 
hogsheads of it are annually imported from Germany. 

Hone-tails. {See Dutch Rushes.) 

HonndS’ Tree. (See Dogwood.) 

HoQSe-leek {Sempervivum tedoru-nC), a well-known domestic 
plant of the family Crassulacese, often seen growing on the 
roofs of cottages and outhouses. In Ireland it is r^rded as a 
charm, the patch of House-leek on the house being considered a 
safeguard against fire, and conveying to the poor inhabitants a 
feeling of great security. In Scotland it is called Fuet, which 
is a name also given to other similar fleshy-leaved plants, and 
which seems to agree with the word phxU, or phyt, the Greek 
for a “ plant." It is a common remedy for the cure of warts 
and corns, and is also a rustic remedy for ringworm. 

HmnUe-idailt {Mimosa pvdied), a small spiny plant of the 
Mimosa section of the Bean family (L^minosse), originally a 
native of tropical America, but now become indigenous through- 
out the tropics ; its leaves ate subdigitate, consisting of generally 
3 to 4 pinnae, which are pinnate, the pinnules small, numerous, 
and the whole highly sensitive, collapsing on being touched or 
shaken, and on that account cultivated in hothouses as a 
curiosity. An allied species is Mimosa sensitiva, the sensitive 
plant, native of Brazil It is also a spiny plant, but differing 
in the leaves being conjugate pinnate, each pinna bearing two 
pain of ovate leaflets, which are sensitive, but less so tbsTi in the 
pieoedii^ species. A q>ecimen of this, cultivated at Hew, formed 
a tpiay bush 2 to 3 feet hig^ and apparently a climber. 

Hamirt, the name in Brazil for a ingrant balsam obtained 
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from Hvmirvam halsamifera and JET. jUyribwndvm^ trees of the 
Humiriad family (Humiriacem), natives of Brazil and Guiana ; 
they attain a height of 30 to 40 feet, having a thick bark, 
which when wounded yields a reddish balsamic juice smelling 
like storax, which hardens and becomes brittle ; it is then burnt 
as a perfume. It is also used medicinally for various complaints, 
and the bark is used for flambeaux. The wood is of a red 
colour and used for house-building, and is called Bedwood. 

Huon Pine {Daxurydium, Franldinii), a large tree of the Yew 
family (Taxaceae), native of Tasmania. The wood is very beauti- 
fully marked, something like bird’s-eye maple, and is conse- 
quently much valued in Tasmania for cabinet-work. 

Hnrtleberry, the fhiit of Vacdninm MyrtUlus. {See Bil- 
berry.) 

Husks of Scripture. {See Carob Tree.) 

Hutu, or Tutu, the name in Tahiti and other islands for 
Barringtonia speciosa, a tree of the Anchovy Pear family (Bar- 
ringtoniaceie). It is a large branching tree, attaining a height 
of 40 to 50 feet, and a girth of 10 to 14 feet; it has large, shining, 
ovate, elliptical leaves, and bears a profusion of pink flowers. Its 
fruit is four-sided and pear-shaped, about 3 inches across the 
middle, and consists of solid fibrous matter, having only one 
seed. When dry the fruit is used for fishing-floats. It is a 
native of the Malayan, Polynesian, and other islands of the 
Pacific Ocean, growing on the sea-shore. The fruits of this, 
together with many similar buoyant fruits, are often carried with 
the currents in the ocean, and cast, on distant shores, where they 
vegetate and establish themselves. It is a rare and handsome 
plant in the hothouses in this country. 

Hya-Hya. {See Cow Tree.) 

Hjracinth {Hyacinthits orientalts), native of Syria and other 
parts of Western Asia. It was introduced into this country 
before the end of the sixteenth century, and is a favourite spring 
flowering bulb of the Lily family (Liliacem), there being many 
single and double varieties of various colours. It is extensively 
cultivated at Haarlem in Holland, where there are large farms 
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devoted entirdy to the growth of the Hyacinth and other bulb* 
oua jdantB for the yearly supply of the market of this and other 
oonntriea. 

liyasop {Hyssopus offimrudis), a small shrub of the Mint 
family (Labiate), not exceeding 1 to 2 feet in height, native of 
Southern Europe, introduced more than 300 years ago. A 
favourite aromatic pot-herb, also used in the form of tea as a 
cure for colds. 

l^raaop of Scripture. — ^As the common Hyssop does not grow 
in Egypt or Palestine it cannot be the Hyssop of Moses, or that 
which “springeth out of the walL*’ In my History of Bible 
Plants I have endeavoured to show that the Hyssop (Esob of 
Hebrews) of Moses was the name of any common article in the 
form of a brush or broom, and may be made of any material 
suitable for such a purpose. For a full account see History of 
BUle Plants, page 214. 

Ice Plant {MesenibryaiUJismum erystallinnm), a decumbent 
annual of the Fig Mangold family (Ficoideae), native of the 
coast countries on both sides of the Mediterranean ; it is also 
a native of the Canary Islands and the Cape of Good Hope. It 
was introduced into this country about 150 years ago, and, on 
account of its leaves glistening like ice on the hottest summer 
da]^, has led to its becoming cultivated in many gardens as a 
curiosity. In countries where it abounds it, with other species, is 
burned for its ashes, which contain an alkali used in glass-making. 

Iceland Moss {Cetraria islandica), a foliaceous lichen, grow- 
ing about 6 inches high, common in boggy moorlands in the 
northem parts of this country, and throughout Northern Europe 
generally; it is extensively collected and made into a nutritious 
jelly tar invalids. 

Hang-Hang, the name of a perfume derived from the 
flowers of Cananga odoraia, a large tree of the Custard Apple 
ftmily (Anonaceie), cultivated in India for its sweet-smelling 
floweis. It is stated to be a native of Sumatra, and introduced 
to the Galeutto Botanic Garden in 1797. The perfume is veiy 
highly esteemed in this country. 
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Indian Wig. — Ojnmiia Tuna and 0. Fums-mdica and other 
species of the Cactus family (Cactacese) have received the 
names of Indian Figs or Prickly Pears. They are common 
throughout the tropical and sub-tropical countries of America, 
and since the discovery of that continent they have become 
naturalised in Southern Europe, many countries of AMca and 
Asia, even growing on the old waUs of Jerusalem. Their stems 
when young are fleshy and nearly flat, but in age they become 
cylindrical, hard, and branched; the branches consist of oblong 
fleshy joints, superposed upon one another, smooth or more gener- 
ally furnished with strong spines. They seldom exceed a height 
of 10 to 12 feet, but Humboldt says he saw at Cumana “erect 
Cactae (Cereus) and Opuntias 30 to 40 feet high, 4 feet 9 inches in 
circumference, and covered with lichens, and the wood becomes 
BO hard from age that it resists for centuries both heat and 
moisture.” They make impenetrable hedges. Their fruits are 
pear or egg shaped, flat at the top, 2 to 3 inches in length, 
covered with tufts of small spines, and are of a green, yellow, 
or red colour ; they are wholesome, and are esteemed for their 
cooling juice. They abound on the lava slopes of Mount Etna, 
and are the pioneers of cultivation, their roots penetrating and 
breaking up the lava ; they naturally decay in time, forming a 
rich vegetable mould on which vines are planted. The fruit is 
collected and sold in laige quantities in the markets, forming 
an extensive article of food to the inhabitants. They contain 
saccharine matter ; their juice is used for colouring confection- 
ery, and in Mexico a drink called Colinche is prepared from 
them. The plants grow abundantly in other parts of South 
Europe and in Algeria, from which place the fruits are imported 
into this country. When old the fibrous parts of the joints of 
the stems become hard and Arm, and are made into ornamental 
articles. 

Indian Paper is made from the bark of Daphne cannoMno, 
a small tree of the Spurge Laurel family (Thymelaceae), native 
of India, China, and Japan. Also of the bark of Sdgewceihia 
Chrdnerif a shrub or small tree of the same family, native of 
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the Himalaya. Their bark is by a process of manufacture 
made into sheets about a yard square, remarkable for tough- 
ness, durability, and freeness from the attack of insects, and 
it is in general use in India for all purposes to which paper 
is applied. 

Indian Shot {Canna tndica), a well-known ornamental plant 
of the Arrowroot family (Marantacese), said to be a native of 
India, but now indigenous to most tropical countries. It takes 
its name from the seeds being black and extremely hard, about 
the size of swan-shot There are many varieties which are 
very beautiful summer decorative plants, and much used in 
what is termed sub-tropical gardening. Canna edtUis is culti- 
vated in the West Indies, its fleshy rhizomes yielding a large 
quantity of starch, which is used for food known as Tons les 
mois. 

India-rubber Trees. (See Caoutchouc.) 

Indij^ {Indigofera tincioria), a slender twiggy shrub of the 
Bean family (LeguminossB), with winged leaves, attaining a 
height of 3 or 4 feet, native of India, and an allied species, 
/. Anil, native of the West Indies, have become very generally 
disseminated throughout the tropics and sub -tropics of both 
hemispheres. To obtain the blue colouring matter known as 
Indigo the whole plant is immersed in water, where it under- 
goes fermentation and maceration by heating ; the water is then 
drawn off and allowed to settle, the blue matter in suspension 
falls to the bottom, the clear water is then poured away, and the 
muddy settlement is dried and made into cakes of various 
sizes. In Jamaica and parts of tropical America its cultivation 
has been abandoned, India supplying nearly sufficient for the 
demand, the import in 1880 being 59,873 cwts. (£1,698,374). 
The recent discovery of the means of preparing artificial 
Indigo by a chemical process will no doubt in course of 
time seriously affect the Indian plantations. Indigo is also 
obtained from several other plants. 1. In Egypt from 
Tqjkroma ApMinea, and on the Niger from T. toxicaTia, slender 
shrubs dt the Bean family (Leguminosae), allied to Indigofera. 
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The dye is obtained by soaking tibie plant in water, the some os 
with true Indigo. T, toxicaria is found in many ports of the 
tropics, and is employed for poisoning fish; but it does not 
make them unwholesome. 2. Marsdenia tinctoria, a strong 
perennial, or rather small shrub, of the Swallowwort family 
( Asclepiadaceae), native of Pegu and other parts of Eastern India ; 
its willow-like leaves macerated in water yield a fine kind of 
Indigo, and as the plant is permanent, of free growth, and readily 
propagated from cuttings, it was thought by Dr. Roxburgh and 
others that it might be cultivated to such an extent as to yield 
a greater quantity of Indigo than is obtained from an equally 
cultivated extent of the true Indigo plant. 3. Wrightia tine- 
ti/ria, a shrub or small tree of the Dogbane family (Apocy- 
nacese), native of India. By maceration in water its leaves 
yield a kind of Indigo, in Southern India called Pala Indigo. 
4. Bandia acvleata.B, shrub of the Cinchona family (Cinchonaceae), 
native of the West Indies. In Jamaica it is called Ink 
Berry, its fruit yielding a kind of Indigo. 5. Polygonum 
tinctorinvi. Indigo of good quality is made from this plant 
in China and Japan. 

Indigo, Chinese Green. {See Buckthorn.) 

Ink Berry. {See Indigo.) 

Ink Plant. {See Coriaria.) 

Insect Wax. {See Ash and Wax Trees.) 

Iodine, a chemical substance obtained from the alkali of 
burnt seaweeds, used medicinally as a powerful absorbent {See 
Fucus.) 

Ipecacuanha {Cepha&is Ipecacuanha), a small soft-stemmed 
plant, a foot or more in height, having opposite, ovate, oblong 
leaves to 2 inches in length, and terminal heads of small 
inconspicuous flowers. The stems are cssspitose, rising from a 
creeping knotty root It belongs to the Cinchona family 
(Cinchonaceoe), and is a native of the forests throughout Brazil. 
The roots of this plant are highly valued in medicine in the 
treatment of dysentery, and as a safe emetic or tonic. From 
the great demand for these roots it is becoming extirpated 



322 


DICnOMWLRY OF POPULAR NAMES 


IRIS 


in many parts of BiaaiL Attempts have recently been made 
to inttodnce it into India and Ceylon, and plants were first 
sent to Ceylon fiom Kew in 1848. Since then its cultiva- 
tion has been tried in different parts of India. The nature of 
the plant, however, seems to indicate that it would grow better 
in a wild state than under cultivation. Several other plants are 
used as substitutes for true Ipecacuanha. 1. RvJuirdMnia rosea 
and R. seahra, starong-rooted perennial decumbent herbs of the 
Cinchona family (Cinchonaceae), natives of Brazil, where they are 
called Poaga de Campo. R. rosea is extensively cultivated for 
the sake of its roots, which come to Europe. R^ seahra is known 
as White Ipecacuanha. 2. Psyekotria emetiea, a smaU tree of 
the Cinchona family (Cinchonaceae), native of Peru, where it is 
called Striated Ipecacuanha, but it is of an inferior quality to 
true Ipecacuanha. 

XriB, the botanical name of an extensive genus of herbs, the 
type of the order Iridaceae. The root-stock is a fleshy creeping 
rhizome, from which rise sword-shaped leaves and flower-stems 
bearing showy flowers of various colours, aU highly ornamental 
garden plants. About 100 species are recorded in books, all 
being natives of the north temperate zone. /. germanica, the 
common blue Iris, known as Fleur-de-Luce, was the emblem of 
the French kings. I.JloreniiiM, native of the South of Europe, 
furnishes the bulk of the sweet -smelling Orris-root of per- 
fumery. The genus is represented in Britain by the common 
yeUow Iris (/. pseudaeorus) and I. fatidissima, known by the 
name of Stinking Gladwyn. 

bon-barik. (Sw Eucalyptna) 

litawood. — Not less than between 20 and 30 different 
lands of trees are in various countries called Ironwoods, of which 
the following are a few : — 

Iranwood, Bourbon (Stadimarmia Sideroxylon), a wing-leaved 
tree of the Soapberry fiunily (Sapindacese), native of Mauritius 
and Bourbon. 

Iranwood, Indian {Xylia dddbr^ormU), formerly Iiega 
Xyloearpa, a lofty straight^temmed tree, with Mpinnato leaves, 
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bdonging to the Bean family (Legnminose). It attains a 
large size in the Pegu and Prome forests. Its wood is hard, 
like ebony. 

Mesua ferrea, a tree of the Gamboge family (Guttiferse), 
native of India and islands of the Indian Archipelago. It has 
smooth bark and hard heavy wood. Its flowers are fragrant, 
and a kind of attar is distilled from thenL 

Ironwood, Jamaica {ErythnayUm areohU-um), a tree of the 
Coca family (Erythroxylaoess). 

Ironwood, Morocco {Argania Sideroxylon), a small tree of 
the Star Apple family. (See Aigan.) 

Ironwood, Norfolk Island (Notdaea Umgifolia), a tree of 
the Olive family (Oleacese), native of Norfolk Island. 

Ironwood, North American, or Lever - wood (Ostrya 
virginiea, also Carpinus amerieana), trees of the Oak family 
(Cupuliferse). 

Ironwood, South African. — Olea undtUata and 0. eapmsis, 
small trees of the Olive family (Oleacese), also Sideroxylon 
eapenae, a tree of the Star Apple family (Sapotacese). 

Ironwood, Tasmanian and New Itenth Wales (Notdaa 
ligustrina), a bush of the Olive family .(Oleacese), 6 to 8 feet 
high, but occasionally having a single stem 30 feet high. Its 
wood is very close and hard, and is used in medicine, and for 
making pulley-blocks, and for turnery and fancy cabinet-work. 

Ironwood, White (Vepris laneeolateC), a tree of the Bue 
family (Rutacese), native of Mauritius. 

Ita Palm. (See MiritL) 

Itch Tree (Oneocarpus vitiensis), a tree of the Terebinth 
family (Anacardiacese), native of the Fiji Islands. It attains 
a height of 50 to 60 feet, having large oblong leaves and a 
ctmous corky fruit, somewhat resembling the seed-shell of the 
walnut. The whole tree, especially the bark sap, is highly 
irritating, a drop falling on the hand imparting the sensation of 
being touched with a red-hot poker. Dr. Seemann relates an 
instance of a person having obtained a tree for a flag-sta£ In 
preparing it by peeling, he sat upon the trunk. Shortly aftei^ 
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wards he was seized with intolerable itching, first in his legs 
and soon all over his body ; all became inflamed, breaking out in 
pustules, emitting a yellow matter with a fetid odour. Tlie 
itching continued long painful and irritating, and it was nearly 
two months before he recovered. 

Ivory Nut Palm {Phytelcphas macrocaipa), native of New 
Grenada and other parts of Central America. The stem is 
generally 6 to 8 inches in diameter, suberect, decumbent, or even 
creeping on the ground, bearing a fascicle of piimate leaves 18 
to 20 feet long, the piniue being narrow like those of the date 
|>alni. Tlie fruit consists of alx>ut forty nuts enclosed in a 
spathe of a globular fonn, the size of a riiatrs liead, borne on a 
short foot-stalk issuing from the axis of the leaves, the whole 
head weighing about 30 lbs. The nuts are about the size of 
green walnuts, not quite round, covered with a thin pulpy coat, 
of which a favourite beverage is made by the natives. The nut 
is very solid, hard, and whiU% and when polished has the 
appearance and hardness of ivory. Large quantities arc im- 
ported to this countrj' and the United States, and made into 
buttons, umbrella-handles, knobs for doors, work-boxes, toys, etc. 
This plant was at one time classified amongst the palms, but is 
now put in an order under the name rhytclcjfhaKuxe. 

The term Vegetable Ivory is also given to the seeds of 
Sayns amicarum, a palm closely allied to the Sago palm, a native 
of the Friendly Islands. Its nuts are used for the same puriK)se 
as the preceding, but are not so liard. 

Ivy {Hcdera Helix)^ the typical representative of the Ivj 
family (Araliaceaj). It is very widely spread through Europe 
and the temperate countries of Asia to Japan. It is generally 
found in woods adhering to trees, which it ultimately destroys. 
It also clings to walls and other buildings, and in some cases is 
considered omamentaL Although a climber, its stem attains a 
considerable size, one at Montpellier being 6J feet in girth, and 
said to be 433 years old. The name Hcdera was given to it 
by the ancient Komans, and its specific name Helix by Linmeus 
on account of its liarbouring snails. The whole plant is aro- 
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matic, and a fragrant resin exudes from the old stems when 
bruised. It was at one time highly valued in medicine, but 
is now discarded. Its berries afford abundance of food for 
birds late in the autumn. In ancient mythology the Ivy was 
dedicated to Bacchus, the God of Wine, and many reasons are 
assigned for this. In the Book of Maccabees we read that on 
the Feast of Bacchus being kept, the Jews were compelled to 
go in procession carrjnng I\7'. 

Ivy, Chinese {Parechitcs ThunbcrgO), better known in gar- 
dens by the name of Ehynchospei'rrtum jasminoides, a shrub with 
l>rivet-like leaves, and with sweet-scented jasmine-like flowers. 
It may be grown as a bush, but its natural habit is to cling to 
walls like Ivy. 

Ivy, West Indian {Marcgravia umbellata), the type of the 
small family termed ilarcgraviaceae. It is a climbing sub- 
epiphytal shrub, adhering to trees like Ivy, Its leaves are 
alternate, oval -oblong, and smooth, those on the ascending 
stem lying flat to the tree ; on reaching the top of the tree, 
numerous leafy branches are produced the same as in common 
Ivy. Its flowers are produced in umbels of a green colour 
and of peculiar structure, which makes this family botanically 
interesting. It is represented in the hothouses at Kew by M, 
uvibellata and Xorantca coccinca. 

Jacaranda, a name in Brazil for certain trees of the Bean 
family (Leguniinosie), producing the fancy woods called Violet- 
wood, King-wood, and Tiger-wood. The first two are said to 
be the woods of species of Dalbergia, and the third that of 
Macltccrium Schomburghii, which is also spoken of as a kind 
of rosewood (which see). It may here be stated that the 
botanical names of many of the trees that furnish the fancy 
woods of commerce have not been clearly determined. 

Jacaranda is also the botanical name of a genus of Brazilian 
trees of the Trumpet-flower family (Bignoniacem), of which 
J, mimosccfolia, J, puhescens, and others, are cultivated in our 
hothouses. 

Jack*firait {Artocarpus integrifolia), a tree of the Bread- 
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fruit family (Artocarpaceiie), native of the Indian and Malayan 
Archipelagoes, where it is extensively grown for the sake of the 
fleshy portion of the fruit. It is not so palatable to Europeans 
as tlie bread-fruit; it is about the size of a large vegetable 
marrow, often from 12 to 18 inches in length, and 6 to 8 inches 
in diameter; its nuts, which are tlie true fruits, are roasted and 
eateuu The taste of these has been compared to the melon and 
pine -apple combined, but to some the smell is anything but 
inWting. 

Jaggery Sugar. (Sec Palm Wine.) 

Jagua Palm, the native name for Mcuimiliana regia, a 
noble wing-leaved palm, native of Xoithern Brazil and the 
regions of the head -waters of the Orinoco and Amazon. It 
attains a height of 100 feet, with a head of leaves each 30 
feet in length. Its inflorescence consists of a dense bunch of 
small flowers contained in a spathc 5 feet in length, and when 
open 2 feet wide, much resembling a boat with a long point like 
a b(jw.sprit. These spathes wlien dry are liard and rigid, and 
used for a variety of domestic purpo.ses by the Indians, such 
as nursing cradles, baskets, and water-vessels. A palm called 
Inaja by the Indians appears to be tlie same species as the 
Jagua. 

Jalap, a well-known purgative ineflicine, obtained from the 
tuberrjus rrxits of Ejoguiiiuin jnirga, a climber of the Bindweed 
family (Convulvulaceie), native of the mountainous regions 
of Mexico near Xalapa lienee the name Jalap. Although it lias 
been long prescribed as a purgative medicine under the name of 
Jalap, its b(itauical source was not definitely asceitiiiiied till 
about 1830 ; its tuberous r(X)ts are rouiidisli and of variable size, 
the largest being about the size of an omnge and of a dark 
colour; they contain a resinous jirinciide, whicli is highly 
purgative. Jalap of inferior qualities is in dilTerent countries 
obtained from many species of Ipomcea, an extensive^ genus of 
Bindweeils. Iportxmt Orizahenais furnishes wliat is called Jalap 
tops, Orizaba root, or Male Jalap, imported from Mexico os 
a substitute for true Jalap. /. tuherosa, known in Jamaica as 
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the Arbour Vine, is also a Jalap-producing plant ; it has trusses 
of pretty pink flowers, and grows freely in our hothouses. 

Jambolana (Ettgenia Jamholand), a large tree of the Myrtle 
family (Myrtaceae), native of the East Indies. Its wood is hard 
and durable, and the bark, wliich is used for dyeing, is astringent. 
The fruit is about the size of a pigeon’s egg, and is eaten. 

Japanese Clover {Lespedeza striata), a perennial clover-Uke 
herb of the Bean family (Leguminosae), native of Japan. It 
has become naturalised in the Southern States of North America, 
wliere it is known by the name of Japan Clover, and is used for 
feeding horses and cattle. 

JarooL {See Bloodwood, Indian.) 

Jarrah, a name in New South Wales for the wood of 
Eumb/ptus Marginata, a tail tree of the Myrtle family (Myr- 

taccie)- 

Jasmine, Common VTiite {Jasminum officinale), a slender- 
stemmed, wing -leaved, trailing shrub of the Olive family 
(Oleacem), supposed to be originally a native of India, but to 
have become early indigenous in Southern Europe, and it also 
appears to have been known in this country about the middle 
of the sixteenth century ; its sweet-smelling white flowers make 
it a general favourite, and being perfectly hardy, its rambling 
growth makes it well adapted for covering arbours, J, Samhac 
is a native of India, generally known by the name of Arabian 
Jasmine ; it has simple opposite leaves, and white fi*agrant 
flowers, of whicli there are single and double varieties. Allied to 
the preceding are J. azoricum, native of Madeira, and J, hirsutum, 
said to be native of China, all well suited for growing on trellises 
and walls in greenliouses. J. nudiflarum, native of China, is 
nearly hardy, and is interesting as producing its pretty yellow 
flowers early in the spring, before the leaves expand, J. grandi- 
folium is a wing-leaved, large-flow^ered, fragrant species, native of 
the East Indies, known by the name of Spanish or Catalonian 
Jasmine. The flowers of the J, ojfficinale, J, Samhac, and others, 
yield fragrant oils, known as Oil of Jasmine. 

Jelly Plant of Australia, a name in Australia for Eucheuma 
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fpeciosiim, a plant of the Seaweed family (Fucacete) ; it is gelati- 
nous, and forms an excellent jelly. 

Jerosalem Artichoke {Jlel ia7i(hus tuberosKs), — It is a strong- 
rooted perennial of the Composite family (Compositcc), having 
rod -like stems attaining a height of G to 10 foot, with 
alternate broad leaves and solitary terminal yellow flowers. 
It is said to be a native of Bnizil, and was introduced to this 
countrj’ about 250 years ago, and cultivated in gardens 
for its roots, which are similar to small jx)tatoes, and before 
potatoes were known they were much used in this countiy as 
an article of food. This plant is quite distinct from the true 
artichoke; the name has nothing to do with Jerusalem, but is 
derived from the Italian “Gerasoli articocco,” meaning Sun- 
flower Artichoke. 

Jerosalem Thom, in Jamaica a name for J\(rkijisonia 
actdeata, a bushy, spiny, wing-leaved shnib of the Bean family 
(Leguminos»), attaining a height of 10 to 15 feet, common 
throughout the whole of tropical and sub-tropical America, and 
has also become naturalised in many parts of the eastern hemi- 
sphere, It is cljiefly used as a hedge plant. 

JesuiVs Bark. {See Cinchona.) 

Jesuit’s Tea glamiulom), a trifoliate-leaved bushy 

shrub of the Bean family (Lc^guminosie). It is a native of Chili, 
where it is used as tea, but it appears to be more valued for 
its vermifuge properties as a medicine than as a plea.sant 
beverage. The plant has been introduced to the Mauritius, and 
has acquired some reputation as a remedy for diseases of the 
respirator}" organs. 

Jew’s Ear {Hir^uola auricula Juder), a species of the Fifngus 
family belonging to the Tremellini group. It consists of a dark, 
soft, cup-shaped body, about the size and resembling the shape 
of the ear. It is generally found growing on elder trees in damp 
places. It is considered to possess some medicinal virtues, and is 
represented in New Zealand by //. polytricha, common through- 
out that colony on decaying trees. It is largely collected and 
imported to China» where it is highly prized as a medicine and 
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for use in soups, and is eaten on fast-days. In 1878 no less 
than 838 tons of this fungus were conveyed to China, the value 
of which is estimated to amount to about £50,000. 

Jew's Mallow {Corchorm olitoriits), an annual of the Lime 
Tree family (Tiliacere), similar in habit to the jute plant, and 
like it cultivated in India for its fibre. It is also common in 
Syria and Egypt, where its young sprouts are eaten as a vege- 
table, like asparagus. It is said to be a favourite with the Jews, 
and hence the name Jew’s Mallow. It has, however, no re- 
lation to the genus Malva, {See Mallows.) 

Job’s Tears {Coix lachryma)^ an annual grass, a foot or 
more in height, native of India. The flowers are few, produced 
in loose panicles, becoming pendulous with the weight of the 
seeds, which are oblong globose, about the size of peas, hard and 
pearly ; tliey are not only used as beads, but are made into little 
caskets and sucli like ornamental articles. 

John Crow’s Nose, a name in Jamaica for Pliyllocoryne 
jamaicensU, a curious fungoid-looking plant of the family Bal- 
anophoracoje, native of Jamaica. It has a lobed root-stock, from 
which rise the flower-stalks, which are about the thickness of 
the finger and 3 to 6 inches in length, covered with leafy scales, 
terminated by an oblong head of inconspicuous flowers. No 
virtue is ascribed to it. 

Judas Tree (Cercis Siliqunstnun), a stiff-branched tree, 
20 to 30 feet high, of the Bean family (Leguminosse), with 
simple deciduous leaves and papilionaceous pink flowers, which 
are sessile, produced on the old wood and branches of the tree 
before the leaves appear, giving the tree a remarkable appear- 
ance. It is common throughout Southern Europe and Western 
Asia and Japan. The wood is hard, blotchy, and waved, and 
takes a fine polish. It has been long known by the name of 
Judas Tree, it being supposed to have been the tree on which 
Judas hanged himself; but there is no historical evidence to 
show that Judas hanged himself on a tree. St. Matthew simply 
says, “ He went out and hanged himself.” 

Jiyube, the name of the fruits of Zizyphus mlgarts, Z. 
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mttcronata, and Z, jujuba, stiff-branched, hooked, spiny shrubs 
or small trees of the Buckthorn family (Rhamnaceie). It 
is widely distributed throughout Southern Europe, North and 
West Africa, and Western Asia. According to Pliny, it is not 
indigenous to Italy, but was introduced in the reign of Augustus 
and planted on the ramparts of Home. The fruit is a pulpy 
drupe of an oval fonii, about the size of a plum. It is rather 
acid when fresh, but when dried it is eaten in large quantities, 
and forms the Jujubes of the shops. They were at one time 
considered good for coughs, and the lozenges known as jujubes 
were either made fnnn or flavoured with them. Z. jujnhi is 
common throughout India and CMiina, and yields an excellent 
dessert fruit, of which in China tliere are many varieties culti- 
vated. Z. myeronata is common in many i>arts of Central 
Africa, and it is described by Mungo Park as having “small 
farinaceous berries of a yellow colour and delicious taste.” Tlu*sc 
berries are much esteemed by the natives. P>y drying and 
pounding them the farinaceous part is sej^arated from the stone, 
and made into a kind of bread, which lias a flavour resembling 
ginger! >read. The stones are put into water and well sliaken ; 
the farinaceous pulp remaining then separates, and tlie water 
becomes sweet, and witli the addition of a little millet meal 
makes an agreeable drink. This was probaldy identical witli 
the Ehamnus LoUts of IJnna*us. There is little doubt that it 
w’as the Lotus spoken of by Pliny as furnishing the food of the 
ancient Libyan people called Lotopliagi. This is, however, 
doubted by some. (>%<? Nettle Tree.) 

Juniper {Junijicrm communis)^ a low bushy shrub of the 
Cjrpress section of the Conifene family, found growing in un- 
cultivated heathy and rocky places throughout Europe. Its 
berries are used for flavouring gin. 

Juniper Boots of Scripture. (Sc^ Betama.) 

Jupati Palm, the native name for Raphut teedigrray a noble 
wing-leaved palm, native of the lower valley of the Amazon 
and Orinoco. The wood is used by the natives for the walls of 
their houses, and for many other domestic purposes. An allied 



KALE 


OP ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


231 


species is E. Ruffiuy native of Madagascar and Mauritius, re- 
markable for its large fruiting spadices. A specimen in the 
Kew Museum measures nearly 15 feet in length, and weighs 
between 200 and 300 lbs. Each fruit is about the size of an 
egg. The shell consists of closely- imbricated smooth scalew 
which when dry are hard and of a brown colour. The cuticle 
of the leaves of this palm has of late years been imported into 
this country in considerable quantities for tying plants, instead 
of bass, under the name of Eaffia or Eoffia. 

Jute, the flbre of Cor chorus cajpsularis and C. olitoriiis, 
plants of the Lime Tree family (Tiliaceoe). They are slender- 
stemmed annuals, attaining a height of 8 to 12 feet, native of 
and extensively cultivated in India. Originally the fibre was 
principally used for making gunny-bags for the export of sugar, 
coffee, etc. Of late years it has become an extensive aiticle of 
commerce in its raw state to this country, as well as to America, 
and is manufactured largely into carpets, mats, canvas, and 
other goods, and is even made into such fine threads as to be 
woven with silk. Jute in bulk in its raw state is liable to 
spontaneous combustion, and ship and warehouse fires have 
resulted from tliis cause. Its extended use is shown by the 
imports, which in 1851 were 21,000 tons, and in 1880 4,640,645 
cwts. 

Juvia. {See Brazil Nut.) 

Kafi^ Tree {Erythrina caffra), a prickly-stemmed tree of 
the Bean family (Leguminosae), attaining a height of 50 to 
60 feet, native of South Africa. Its w^ood is soft, and its trunk 
is hollowed out for making canoes, and being light, it is some- 
times substituted for cork in its native country. 

Kale, Indian. — CaladUvm sagitt {folium, C, nymphafolhm, 
and Arum divaricatum, species of the Arum family (Aroideae). 
Their leaves are used as a vegetable in the Fiji and Sandwich 
Islands. 

Kale, Sea {Cramie maritim<i\ a strong-growing perennial 
of the Cabbage family (Crucifene), native of the sea-coasts of 
this country, especially of the South. It has long been culti- 
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vated in gardens, and its young stalks when blanched form in 
early spring a wholesome vegetable. Kale is also a name given 
to certain loose-leaved varieties of Cabbage, such as Long 
Kale, Scotch Kale, etc. 

E^alxnia, a familiar botanical name for a genus of beautiful 
evergreen shrubs of tlie Heath family (Ericacea*), native of 
Xorth America, and now common in gardeiis in tliis country. 
K. latifolia possesses the poisonous properties common to many 
of the Heath family. The honey made from its flowers is 
poisonous, as also the flesh of game that feed on its berries. In 
1790 great mortality took jdace at Philadelpliia, which was 
ascertained to be caused by eating honey from, and game that 
had fed on, Kalmia berries. The fatality led to a })ublic pio- 
clamation piohibiting the use of either game or honey. 

Kamala, a name in India fur the dust-like hairs that cover 
the capsules of d/a//o/«.s’ phlUppinciisi% better known as liottlerft. 
tinctorui, a tree of the Spurge fiimily (Eujiliorbiaceie), common 
throughout tlie JIadras Presidency. WlKm ripe the ixovder is 
shaken off the capsules ; it is of a red col(»ur, and forms a con- 
siderable article of trade in Hyth rabad and otlier parts of tlie 
Circars, and is also imported into this cfumtry. It is used for 
dyeing silk a licautiful orange colour, and by a diflerent jirocess 
produces a scarlet. 

Kaznbala, a name in Calcutta fur Sonncratia a tree 

of the Myrtle family (Jlyrtacea*), growing abundantly in the 
Sunderbunds. Its wood is red, and is chiefly used in Calcutta 
for making boxes for packing beer and wine, and for house- 
building. 

Kang^aroo Grass (Anthi^tiria australis), a perennial grass, 
native of Australia, where it occupies vast tracts, and is exten- 
sively used for feeding cattle. 

Karaka and Kopi, names given by the natives of New 
Zealand to Corynocarpus Uevigatm, a liandsoine tree of the 
Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceie). It is said to attain a 
height of 40 to 50 feet, having smooth, broad, laurel-like leaves, 
with small white flowers in clusters. The fruit is oblong, about 
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the size of a plum, pulpy, and of a sweetish taste, containing a 
single seed. The pulp is esteemed by the natives, as is also the 
seed, but the latter in a raw state is highly poisonous. It is, 
however, rendered wholesome by being first steamed and then 
buried in the earth for some days ; but even when thus prepared 
fatal results have arisen. In early times such food as this was 
used in periods of scarcity. It is, however, now displaced by 
the introduction of other food plants. 

Eat {Calha edulis), a shmb of the Spindle Tree family 
(Celastracea?). It attains a height of 10 or more feet, and 
has rusty-coloured leaves not unlike those of the strawberry 
tree. It is a native of Yemen and other parts of Arabia, where 
it is extensively cultivated for its leaves, which have properties 
similar to those of tea and coffee, and they have been used by 
the Arabs as such from time immemorial. They are either used 
for ])reparing a decoction, or are chewed. They are considered 
by the Ambs highly stimulating, producing wakefulness and 
liilarity. This tea is brought to Aden in bundles on camels to 
the amount of 300 camel loads per year. 

Kauri Pine. {See Dammar.) 

Eava, or Ava {Piper methysticum), a knotted, erect, soft- 
stemmed shrub of the Pepper family (Piperacese), 8 or 9 feet 
high, with heart-shaped, dark-green leaves. It is a native of 
many of the islands of the Pacific, where it is in common use 
for making a stimulating and intoxicating drink, which is pre- 
pared by chewing the root and ejecting the saliva into a bowl, 
varying in size according to the rank and number of the parties 
for which it is prepared. After a certain quantity of juice is 
obtained, water is added ; it is then well stirred and strained, 
when it is fit to drink, and the whole party partake of it. The 
ladle, as it may be called, is a bunch of tow (fibre of the Paper 
Mulberry, or of Ilibisctcs tilia^ns), which is dipped into the liquid 
and squeezed into the drinking cup. The late Captain Sir Everard 
Home informed me that he was a guest of a royal banquet at 
Tonga-ta-boo, and witnessed the whole operation of preparing 
the drink, and that as much etiquette and ceremony is observed 
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iu preparing and drinking the Kava as in the most polite 
societies of Europe on festive occasions. A royal bowl in form 
of a boat may be seen in the Museum at Kew. The use of this 
disgusting drink is said to be rapidly dying out. 

Kaw Tabaa, a name iu the Fiji Islands for Podocarpus 
cnpresi^ifia, a tree of the Yew family (Taxaceie), common through- 
out the Indian Archipelago, Thilippines, New Hebrides, and 
Fiji Islands. It is a highly -ornamental tree, having hori- 
zontal yew-like branches. In Penang and Java it is said to 
attain a height of 200 feet, and is one of the best timber trees 
of Java. It was introduced to the Koval Gardens, Kew, from 
Penang, and in 1S64 a tree had attained the height of 20 feet 
in the Pahu-house. 

Kawaka, a name in New Zealand for the Gv]»ress Cedar 
(LUmedrus Doniana)^ d, of the Conifei\T. family, native of 
New Zealand. This noble tree attains a height of 00 to 100 
feet, and 3 to 5 feet diameter. Its wood is of a reddish colour, 
fine grained and heavy. It is used for carving and for planks 
and spars. 

Keklani, a name in the Bengal bazaars for the fruit of 
Limonia carnosa('i), a small tree of the Omnge family (Auran- 
tiace^e). The fruit is the size of a hazel nut ; it i.s a favourite 
spice in India. 

Kelp. {S* Y Fucus.) 

Kendal Green [GenUta tlnctoria), a low bushy shrub of the 
Bean family (Leguniinosar), native of Central and Southern 
Eurof)e ; it is common in England, and has become naturalised 
in the United States. It is also known by the names of Wood- 
waxen and Dyer's (ireen Weed. It yields a yellow dye, but 
by a mordant Ijecomes a pc^rnianent green. This was originally 
used by the Flemish w’eavers who settled at Kendal in West- 
moreland, lienee it w*as called Kendal Green. 

Kentucky Coffee Tree {GymnorladiLs catiad^nsis), a large 
hard -wooded tree of the Bean family (I^eguminosaj), having 
laige, compound, deciduous, winged leaves, 3 feet in length and 
2 feet in width, abundant in the Northern United States and 
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Canada. It has small irregular white flowers. The fruit is a 
true legume or pod, G to 8 inches long by 2 broad, hard and 
flattened, containing flattish seeds embedded in pulp. In Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee the seeds were in early times used as a 
substitute for coffee, hence the name Kentucky Coffee Tree, 
but their use was given up on true coffee becoming easily ob- 
tainable. In favourable localities the tree attains a height of 
50 to 60 feet, with an average diameter of 1 to 2 feet, frequently 
destitute of branches for the first 30 feet, covered with a rough 
scaly bark, wdiich becomes loosened and rolled up in strips, 
giving to the tree a remarkable appearance. It is extremely 
bitter and saponaceous, forming a froth on water like soap. Its 
timber is hard, and used for many puiq^oses. In the original 
arboretum at Kew there is a good example of this tree, which 
in 1864 was a hundred years old, being one of a collection of 
trees presented by the tlien Duke of Arg}de to George III. on 
the establishment of the (Jardens. In summer its fine foliage 
forms an important feature, but in winter its thick rigid branches 
give it the appearance of being a dead tree. 

Kermes. (See Oak.) 

Ketchup. (See Mushrooms.) 

Kidney or French Beans (Phmeohis tndgari^i), an erect dwarf 
annual, supposed to have been originally a native of "Western 
Asia, now universally cultivated for the sake of its young pods. 
There are numerous varieties, one of which is called Haricot ; 
the dried beans of this variety form a considerable article of 
food ill France and Italy, and are sometimes used in this 
country. In the first year of the potato famine (1847), 1200 
quarters of Haricot beans were imported from America, 

King Oups. (See Bulmsh.) 

Einka Oil (Vernonia aiUlielmintica)^ an annual herb of 
the Composite family (Compositas), common in many parts of 
India. Its seeds by pressure yield a solid green oil, possessing 
valuable properties, which promise to make it of considemble 
value in the arts. 

KinO| Qum. (See Gum Kino.) 
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Shipper Nuts. (Sec Earth Chestnut.) 

Knapweed. (Sec Bluebottle.) 

Koa, a name in the Sandwich Islands for a species of 
Acacia called A, ICoa, but more probably A, hcterophylla, A 
tree of moderate height, and a foot and a half or more in dia- 
meter. It is an exti*emely handsome dark wood, with shades of 
lighter colour, and beautifully mottled ; boxes or chests are 
sometimes made of it. 

Kokoon {Kokoona ze}jlanica)y a native name in Ceylon of 
a lofty tree of the Hippocratea foniily. The bark is yellow and 
corky, and is made into a kind of snuH', and used by the 
Cingalese ; it excites copious secretions, and is considered bene- 
ficial in headache. Its seeds yield a lain[> oil. 

Kokra-wood (Ajm'osa [LepUlostach yii\ EoAatryhil), a tree of 
the Spurgewort family (Euphorbiaceie), with simple laurel-like 
leaves, native of India. The wood is used for many purposes. 

Koot. (Sec Costus.) 

Kotukutuki, name in New Zealand for Fvclii^ia (.rrorfienfay 
a tree of the Evening Primrose family (Onagracea ). It attains 
a heiglit of 10 to 30 feet. Its wood is dural »le and well 
adapted for house-building, and by using iron as a mordant 
forms various-coloured dyes, even to black. 

Kuiuquat (Citrus japonica), a small tree of the Orange 
family (Aurantiacea^), native of Japan and China. In Chusan 
it occupies extensive slopes of hills, bearing abundance of yellow 
fruit, whicli when ripe presents a very grand appearance. The 
fruit is preserv’ed in jars, and forms an important export. The 
plant has been recently introduced into this country, but is too 
tender for the open air. 

Lablab, a name in India for certain kinds of pulse plants, 
and now adopted as a genus of the Bean family (Leguminosm). 
X. vulgaris and L, cultratus are herbaceous twining plants, similar 
in growth and habit to the scarlet-runner, originally natives of 
India, but now cultivated in most warm countries for the sake 
of their pods and seeds. Like the kidney bean, there are many 
varieties cultivated. The natives use them for covering arbours. 
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Laburnum {Cytisus Laburnum), the common Laburnum, and 
C, aljpinum. These well-known ornamental trees belong to the 
Bean family (Leguminosoe). They are natives of Switzerland 
and the elevated regious of France and North Germany. It is 
recorded that the common Laburnum was grown by Dr. Gerard 
in his garden at Holborn in 1596. They seldom exceed 
30 feet in lieight in this country, 20 feet being about the 
average ; and about a foot in diameter. The wood is hard, the 
centre of a dark colour, and takes a polish like ebony, and is 
valued for turnery work. A poisonous principle pervades the 
tree, especially in the seeds and roots. The former act as a vio- 
lent emetic, suflicient to be considered poisonous. The roots 
are sweet, and taste like stick liquorice ; but they are also poison- 
ous, as is shown by the fact of a number of boys of the Forest 
Gate Industrial School having nearly lost their lives from 
having chewed the roots ; they became drowsy, and fell asleep 
even while being walked about ; emetics were administered, and 
they all recovered. A hybrid, between C. Laburnum and a 
small shrubby species C. purpureus, cdlleA. C.Adami, is remark- 
able for producing the common yellow and dusky red flowers 
on the same tree, or even on the same branch, as also tufts of 
the shrubby C. purpureus on different parts of the same tree. 
This curious hybridisation is perpetuated by gi'afting scions of 
it on the common Laburnum. This morphism, which originated 
in M. Adam’s gardens at Paris in 1828, still continues to be an 
unexplained puzzle to physiologists. 

Laburnum, New Zealand, Edwardsia microphylla and. 
E, grandijlora, showy flowering shrubs of the Bean family (Legu- 
minosie), natives of New Zealand. Their introduction into this 
country was due to Cook’s third voyage, 1772 ; two original 
plants grew against the walls of the Eoyal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, but were killed by the severity of the winter of 1838. 

Lac Tree {Schleichera trijuga), a tree of the Soapberry family 
(Sapindaceai), native of Ceylon, India, and abundant in Pegu 
and other forests in Burmah. It is a valuable timber, and is 
employed by the natives for all purposes requiring strength. 
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It is also important for producing the substance called Lac, 
which is a gummy exudation caused by a small insect breed- 
ing upon the young branches. It forms a small portion of the 
Ceylon Lac of commerce. 

In Ceylon, a resin called Lac exudes from the stem and 
branches of Croton lacciferum, and in Mexico from C. Draco, 
which is used as a varnisL 

Lace Bark {La^jetta lintcarid), a small tree of the Spurge 
Laurel family (Thymelreacete), native of Jamaica, growing on 
limestone rocks, and insinuating its roots in the fissures. It 
has broad, somewhat roundish leaves, and flowers like lily of 
tlie valley, the fruit being a pulpy white berry. It is remark- 
able for its bark, wdiich separates into twenty or more layers, 
becoming like lace, and was at one time used in Jamaica for 
many domestic purposes, such as net-caps, bonnets, veils, ruffles, 
etc. It is said that Charles II. had a cravat made of it. With 
care it w’ill bear washing. During the time of slavery, whips 
and thongs were made of it 

Lacquer, Japan. {See Varnish.) 

Ladanum, Oum, this is an exudation from the leaves of 
several species of Cistus, a genus of tlie Ilock Hose family 
(Cistineae) ; the special species are C, villosns, C, creticus, C, sal- 
vifolim, and C. ladaniferas, natives of the rocky countries of 
Gilead and other parts of Palestine and the islands of the 
Mediterranean. The gum is collected during the heat of the 
day by drawing a bunch of leather thongs, or some loose woven 
material to which the gum adheres, over the bushes. It also 
adheres to the beards of goats browsing amongst the bushes, 
from which it is scraped off. Ladanum is supposed to be the 
same as the Hebrew word L6t,” which in our r>ible is trans- 
lated “ Myrrh,” so that some consider it to be the myrrh which 
the Israelites carried into Egypt, but not the myrrh of Moses. 
{See Myrrh.) Gum Ladanum was once held in high medicinal 
repute, but is now chiefly used in perfumery. 

Lakao. {See Buckthorn.) 

Lancewood, Australian {BachTumsia australis), a small 
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tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtacese), plentiful on the hanks of 
the Nepean Eiver, New South Wales. The natives make their 
bows of it. 

LanceWoody Oniana {Duguetia Ghiitarensis), a tree of the 
Custard Apple family (Anonacese), seldom attaining more than 
20 feet in height Its wood is tough and elastic, and is imported 
into this country from Guiana and Cuba ; also that of Chiatteria 
virgata, Rollinia multijlora, and K longifolia, trees of the same 
family, natives of Brazil and Guiana, are used for the same 
purpose as Lancewood, chiefly for shafts of carriages, whip 
handles, tops of fishing rods, for cabinet-work, and ornamental 
articles. 

Lancewood, Jamaica {JJvaria lanceolata), a small tree of 
the Custard Apjjle family (Anonacese), native of Jamaica. 

Lanseh, the ilalayan name for the fniit of Lansixim domestic 
ciinij a tree of the Bead Tree family (Meliaceae), native of, and 
cultivated throughout, the Malayan Islands. The fruit is the size 
of a pigeon’s egg, of a yellow colour, and is produced in bunches ; 
when ripe it consists of a transparent pleasant subacid pulp, 
enclosed in a very bitter skin, which has to be removed before 
the fruit is eaten. There appear to be several varieties cultivated, 
some more bitter than others. The natives consider it next to 
the Mangosteen and Durian in flavour, and Europeans rank it 
second of the Malayan fruits. 

Larch {Zamx eiii'ojxa^a), a tree of the Fir family (Coniferse). 
The larch forms large forests in Switzerland and other parts of 
Europe, and is extensively planted in this country for its 
timber. It forms an ornamental tree, sometimes attaining a 
great height, and is the only European species of the family 
that sheds its leaves. In Scotland (Perthshire) trees are to be 
found measuring 21 feet in circumference. It yields Venice 
turpentine, which is used in medicine. Of late years the Larch 
in this country has been subject to a disease which has much 
deteriorated its value as a forest tree. Zarix Keempferi, a native 
of China, is in habit similar to the European Larix, but with a 
more glaucous hue in the leaves, and is called the Golden Larch. 
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It is described by Mr. Fortune as attaining a height of 1 20 to 
130 feet, with a clear stem of 50 feet, and a girth of 6 feet near 
the ground. It was introduced about fifteen years ago, grows 
freely, and appears quite hardy. 

Laser Qyrenaicum. (See Carrot, Deadly.) 

Lattice Leaf (Ouvirandra /enestralts), a plant of the family 
Naiadaceffi, native of shallow waters in Madagascar. Its leaves 
have long foot-stalks, which grow from a rhizome, and vary from 
12 to 18 inches in length and from 2 to 6 inches in breadth. 
They consist of nerves onlj'-, which form a skeleton leaf, the 
openings being square like lattice-work. It produces a forked 
spike of flowers similar to Ajponogctoiu This plant was intro- 
duced in 1855, and was successfully cultivated at Kew, produc- 
ing leaves 3 feet in length. 

Laurel, American. (Se^ Kalmia.) 

Laurel, Bay, or Sweet Bay (Laurus ndbilis), a tree of the 
Laurel family (Lauracea?), native of Southern Europe, where it 
attains a height of even 40 or 50 feet. It is well known in this 
country, but is often killed to the ground in severe winters, 
which circumstance keeps it down to a bushy shrub. The 
leaves are aromatic, and used for flavouring custards, puddings, 
and a few are often packed in fig boxes to give the figs a flavour. 
Though known as Bay Laurel it is distinct from the common 
shrub called Cherry Laurel (Prunus Laurocerasiis), which belongs 
to the Cherry family. 

Laurel, Canary (X. cana'riensis), a large tree having oblong 
elliptical leaves of a rusty colour, native of the Canary Islands. 

Laurel, Cape of Ck>od Hope (X. bullata), a small bmnching 
tree, which on account of the fetid smell of its wood is well 
known in the Cape Colony as Stink-wood. 

Laurel, Jamaica (X. chlaroxylan), a lofty straight tree of 
uniform girth, having oval, elliptical, three-nerved leaves. The 
wood is hard, resisting the axe ; it is used for many purposes, 
chiefly for sugar-works and machinery, and a single tree has 
bem known to produce a straight beam 40 feet long and 10 
inches square. 



LAVENDER OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 241 

Lanrely Uadeira (Z. indica), a lai^e timber tree with broad, 
elliptical, smooth leaves. Its timber is mahogany-like, but 
coarse, and is called by the natives Vinatico. Z. fcetens^ a 
large tree with broad shining leaves, native of Madeira, and is 
also found in the Canary Islands ; it is called foetens on 
account of the fetid odour of its wood, which it retains for ifiany 
years. It is also known by the name of Til. 

Laurel, New Zealand {Laurelia ^ Novce-Zelandice)^ one of the 
largest of the New Zealand trees, growing to a height of 150 
feet and 3 to 7 feet in diameter, having buttresses at the base 15 
feet thick. The wood is soft and yellow, and is much used for 
boat-building. The fruit is aromatic. 

Another New Zealand species is Z. Kolielcohe, a fine hand- 
some tree, with a trunk free of branches to a height of 40 
feet, and a diameter of 3 feet ; its wood is red and fine-grained, 
and makes handsome furniture. 

Laurel, Tasmanian, a name given to Anc^terus glandvlosa^ 
a small tree of the family Escalloniaceae, having opposite leaves 
and pretty white flowers ; native of Tasmania. 

Lavender {Lavandula vera), a shrub of the Mint family 
(Labiatae), native of the South of Europe bordering on the 
Mediterranean. It attains a height of 2 to 3 feet, having 
narrow leaves. It is much cultivated in some parts of this 
country, especially at Mitcham in Surrey, for the sake of 
its flower- spikes, which are used as a domestic perfume. 
From these is obtained by distillation the Oil of Lavender, 
which dissolved in spirits of wine forms Lavender Water, 
Z. Spica and Z. stcccJias, also natives of the South of Europe, 
yield an oil used by artists for varnishing, eta Bed Lavender 
drops of the shops are made by a mixture of lavender and 
rosemary. 

Lavender, Sea {Statice Limmium), a perennial herb of the 
Leadwort family (Plumbaginacese), native of the southern coasts 
of this country. It is also called Sea Thrift;, it differs from 
the grass-leaved thrift (Armeria maritima) in its leaves being 

A genus of the fftmily Monimiacese. {Su Sassafiraa.) 
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oblong, obtuse, and smooth, and flowers, which are blue, pro* 
duced in loose branched panicles. 

Layer, a name for ribbon-like seaweeds, of which there are 
different kinds — Purple {Porphyra vulgaris and P. laciniata\ 
Green {Ulva latissima and U. corapressa), sea plants, natives of the 
^pcky shores of this country and Europe generally. In Scotland 
they are called Sloak,in Ireland Slook, and in some parts they form 
an article of food for the poor, or dressed with lemon juice they 
appear on the table of the rich. They contain iodine, and are con- 
sidered to be good for those suffering from scrofulous complaints. 

Leadwort {Plumbago europasa), an erect, leafy, stemmed 
perennial, with axillary small blue flowers. It is the type of the 
Leadwort family (Plumbaginaceae), native of Southern Europe, 
and introduced to this country about 300 years ago ; the whole 
plant is acrid and blistering, and is said to be used by beggars to 
make artificial sores to excite pity. P. scandens of the West Indies 
is, on account of its blistering qualities, called Devil's Herb. 

Leather-coat Leaf-tree, a name in the West Indies for 
Co(uu>loha piibescem, a small, slender, unbranched tree of the Buck- 
wheat family (Polygonaceae), 10 to 20 feet high, bearing alter- 
nately near its apex a few large, round, rigid, pubescent leaves. An 
old and conspicuous inhabitant of the hothouses of this country. 

Leather-wood {Dirca palvstris), a low bush or slender- 
branched shrub, native of North America; the branches are 
tough and leather-like, and used as thongs, etc. 

Leba, a name in Fiji for Eugenia neurocalyx, a small tree of 
the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae). Its fruit is round, ribbed, often 
3 inches long and 8 in circumference, and contains five large 
seeds of an angular shape and crimson colour. It is a favourite 
with the natives for scenting cocoa-nut oil 

Leek. {See Onion.) 

Lemon {Citrus Limonum), a small tree with smooth, shin- 
ing, laurel-like leaves, of the Orange family (Aurantiaceae). It 
is found wild ^ in Northern India, and is supposed to have 
migr&ted westward in early times ; it is recorded to have been 
growing in Palestine in the thirteenth century, and is supposed 
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to have been introduced into Italy by the Crusaders, and 
ultimately spread into all countries of the Mediterranean suit- 
able to its growth ; it has also been naturalised in the West 
Indies and Florida. The fruit is oblong, oval or ovate, the apex 
terminated by a small blunt knob ; it is similar to that of the 
citron, but differs in the rind being smooth. Lemons are im- 
ported into this country from Spain and ports on the Mediter- 
ranean chiefly for their agreeable acid juice and essential oil, 
used for flavouring confectionery and the like, as well as for 
making acid drinks ; citric acid is also prepared from it. 

Lemon Grass {Andropogon Sdumanthus)^ a perennial tufted 
grass with long leaves, growing wild, as weU as cultivated, in 
many parts of India. It yields an essential odoriferous oil used 
in perfumery. {See Citronella.) 

Lemon, Wild Water. {See Granadilla.) 

Lentil {Lens esculenta, better Imown as Ervum lens), a weak, 
pea -like, wing -leaved annual of the Bean family (Legu- 
minosfie), cultivated in ’Egypt and Palestine from remote 
antiquity ; its seeds being the Lentil of Scripture spoken of in 
the time of Jacob, of which the red pottage given to Esau was 
made. It is still cultivated in Southern Europe and many parts 
in the East. The meal of Lentils is very nutritious, and in this 
country is advertised as an invalid food under the quack names 
of Ervalenta ” and “ Eevalenta.” 

Lentisk Tree. {See Mastic.) 

Leopard-wood. {See Letter- wood.) 

Letter-wood, Snake-wood, or Leopard-wood {Brosimum 
AMetii), a large tree of the Bread-fruit family (Artocarpacese), 
native of tropical America, and also found in Trinidad. Its 
beautiful mottled and streaked wood is much valued by cabinet- 
makers, and is used for inlaying. 

Lettuce {Lactuca sativa), an annual plant of the Composite 
family (Compositse). Its native country is unknown, but it is 
generally supposed to be Asia. It has been cultivated in this 
country for 300 years. There are several varieties, the summer 
or Cos Lettuce being the best. Their properties are narcotic ; the 
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milky juice, which abounds greatly in the wild species (Z. virosa), 
native of this country, resembles opium in its properties. A 
recent instance occurred (July 1879) of the death of a man at 
liverpool — it is supposed from eating Lettuce. A post-mortem 
examination showed that death had resulted from apoplexy, 
which was induced from the quantity of opium contained in the 
Lettuce. 

Lever-wood. (See Ironwood.) 

Idbidib]. (See Divi Divi.) 

Lichen, lachenes, names of one of the orders of the class 
Cryptogamia of Linmeus, of which there are about 2500 species 
described ; the greater part of these grow on old walls, stones, 
rocks, and trees, or on plains and mountains. A few only are 
of economic importance, such as Iceland and Reindeer Moss, 
Orchil and Cudbear (which see). 

lagnnm Rhodium. (See Oil of Rhodium.) 

Lignum Vitas (Ghmiacuin ojicinale), a small tree of the 
Bean-caper family (Zygophyllaceae), rising to a height of 20 to 
30 feet, ha\'ing a round head of stiff branches and conjugate 
winged leaves, the whole of a yellowish tinge, and producing 
clusters of pretty blue flowers like Hepatica, It is a native of 
Jamaica and other West Indian Islands and of parts of tropical 
America. The wood is extremely hard ; although of small size, it 
is of great importance, and is extensively used in the dockyards, 
its hardness making it well suited for pulleys and the bearings 
of steam machinery, as well as for pestles and rulers. It 
contains a resin known as Gum Guaiacum, which has long been 
in use as a medicine, especially in rheumatic affections. Gum 
Guaiacum is also produced by O. sanctum. 

Uku^ Ckunmon (Syringa vulgaris), a bushy erect shrub of 
the Olive family (Oleace®), native of Persia, recorded to have 
been introduced into this country about 300 years ago, and has 
become one of Ihe most common ornamental shrubs. There are 
several varieties, the principal being blue and white. 

LQm^ Pcnriaii (8. persiea), native of Persia, introduced 
about 240 years ago. It differs from the preceding in its 
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branches being slender and spreading, and in the trusses of 
flowers being fragrant. 

Lillypilly Trees, a name in Australia for the species of 
Acmena, a genus of the Myrtle family (Myitaceae). A. dliptica 
is a handsome tree, densely furnished with small elliptical 
leaves, and in its season with abundance of white flowers. The 
wood is hard and close-grained, but is apt to split in diying. 
An allied species (A, pendula) attains a height of 30 to 60 
feet, and a circumference of 5 to 6 feet. 

Lily, Lilies, names for pretty flowering plants in general, 
but in Botany restricted to the genus LUium, the type of the 
Liliacese, of which there are many species, natives of the 
temperate zone of the northern hemisphere. They are showy 
flowering plants, favourites in gardens, represented by the 
White Lily (X. candidum), the Orange Lily (X. Jyidhiferum)^ Tiger 
Lily (X. tigrinum), and of recent introduction the splendid 
X. auraUim native of Japan, and X. giganteum native of NepaL 

Lily of the Valley {Convcdlaria majalis)^ a perennial herb 
of the Lily family (liliace^e), native of Britain and other parts 
of Europe, being generally found in shady places in woods, and 
commonly cultivated in gardens for its pure, waxy, sweet- 
smelling flowers. This is not the Lily of the Valley spoken of 
by King Solomon. (See my History of Bible Plants^ 

Limblee Oil, an oil obtained from the seeds of Bergera 
Koenigiiy now known as Murraya Koenigiiy belonging to the 
Orange family (Aurantiaceae), native of India and Ceylon. The 
leaves are used for seasoning curries, to which they impart a 
peculiar flavour. 

Lime Trvit (Citrus LiinsUd), a small tree of the Orange 
family (Aurantiacese). It is a native of Northern India, and, 
like the orange and lemon, became ecurly introduced into 
the countries of the Mediterranean. It has smooth, laurel- 
like leaves, and fruits similar to the orange, but of an oval form, 
and the apex depressed, forming a hollow. From it and the 
fruit of the lemon is obtained the lime juice of commerce, 
which is highly antiscorbutic, and now forms a special article 
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of the stores of ships on long voyages, being a powerful antidote 
in cases of scurvy. 

T i inie Tree, also familiarly known as Linden Tree {Tilia, 
e»n>p®o), belonging to the Lime Tree family (Tiliacese), found wild 
throughout Europe and parts of Northern Asia. It is a bushy- 
headed tree, seldom exceeding 40 to 60 feet in height. The 
wood is light and white, and is extensively used by carvers^ 
musical instrument makers, and others. One of the most im- 
portant parts of the Lime Tree is its bark in the North of Europe, 
especially in Russia, and it is extensively used for making ropes 
and garden mats, shiploads of which are yearly imported from 
ArchangeL The bark of old trees is used instead of tiles for 
covering houses, and shoes, baskets, nets, and other articles of 
domestic use, are made of it. The sap of the tree, which is drawn 
off in the spring, yields a considerable quantity of sugar. The 
fruit of the Lime Tree, which is not much larger than a pea, has 
been found to contain a principle similar to chocolate ; this was 
in the time of Frederick the Great (about 1658), who took great 
interest in its discoveiy, but it was found the chocolate did not 
keep, which, with other causes, led to its abandonment. The 
lime Tree is planted in Germany and other parts for forming 
avenues. 

Limewort (Ske Ohara.) 

Idnaloa, or Li n a lo e, a Mexican wood, probably furnished 
by a species of Bursera. It is highly fragrant, and is imported 
into this country for the extraction of a fragrant oil used in 
perfumery. The wood is said to come from the highlands of 
Mexico, and to be brought down in pieces about the size of a 
railway sleeper. It is used in the country where produced for 
vmieering small fenqr articles. It has been known in Mexico 
for at least fifty years, and is referred to by Guibourt under the 
name Bois de CStron de Mexique. The name T.in«lnn jg 
probably derived from Lign Aloes, in the Bible, with which, 
however, it has no connection. 

(/SkeLimel^) 

Uofi (fifes Heather ; also Cbestnat, Water.) 
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Linseed OiL {See Flax.) 

Lint, the woolly flock obtained by scraping linen. 

Lion’s -leaf {LeorUice LecyrUopetalim), a herbaceous plant 
of the Barberry family (Berberideee). It consists of a round, 
tuberous conn or root- stock, from the centre of which rise a 
few compound leaves, and the leafy flower-stalk about a foot in 
height, bearing yellow flowers. It is a native of Southern 
Europe and Syria. In Aleppo the root is pounded and used as 
a substitute for soap. Dioscorides speaks of it as a cure for 
snake-bites. At the present day the Turks employ it as an 
antidote against an overdose of opium. Allied to this is Bon- 
gardia Rauwolfii, It has a large, flat, superficial tuber, 4 to 6 
inches in diameter. It is a native of the same countries as the 
last. The Persians roast or boil the tubers for food. 

Liquidambar, the name of a gum obtained from Liquidambar 
styradjlxui and X. orientcde^ trees of the family Altingiacese. 
The first is a native of North America, and the second a native 
of Armenia, Syria, and the southern parts of Eastern Europe. 
The first yields the substance called Gum Storax of commerce. 
The chief supply comes from ports in the Mediterranean. 
These gums are used in medicine and as varnishes, and are 
different from true storax (which see). 

liquorice {Glycyrrhiza glabra), a strong-rooted perennial of 
the Bean family (Leguminosae), with winged, clover-like leaves. 
It attains a height of 2 to 3 feet, and is a native of the South 
of Europe, where it is extensively cultivated, as also in some 
parts of this country, especially about Pontefract in Yorkshire. 
The root contains a sweet juice, which is expressed, and is used 
for making the Pontefract cakes, so called. By boiling it 
thickens, and forms the well-known stick or Spanish liquorice, 
which is imported from Italy and Spain, from whence ship-loads 
are exported to the United States, and used for sweetening 
tobacco, and it is also used as a demulcent and in the prepara- 
tion of lozenges. The great quantity grown is, however, indi*- 
cative that some othm: use is made of it, the general belief being 
that it is used by brewers for giving an apparent body to infaior 
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porter. It is used in the preparation of the puigative medicine 
known as Mack Draught. 

Litchiy Iiongan, and Bambntan, the Chinese names for 
three fhiits, produced by three species of Nephclium^ a genus of 
the Soapberry family (Sapindaceie). They consist of small 
trees, seldom exceeding 20 feet in height, having winged, firm 
leaves. The flowers are small, produced in loose bunches. 1. 
NepheliumLitchi. The Litchi is the most celebrated native fruit of 
China. It is nearly round, about an inch and a half in diameter 
the shell is tough, becoming brittle, of a chocolate-brown colour, 
covered all over with wart-like piotul>erances. When fresh it is 
filled with a white, almost transparent, sweet, jeUy-like pulp, in 
which lies a rather large, shining, bro\^Ti seed ; the pulp is of a 
delicious sub-acid flavour when fresh. The Cliinese dry it, when 
it becomes black, like a prune, and thus preserve it for use 
throughout the year ; in this state it is frequently to be seen in 
the London fruit shops. The species grows freely in hothouses ; 
before 1859 a plant 12 feet high in the Palm-house at Kew bore 
an abundance of fine-flavoured fmit. 2. Longan {N. Longanum). 
In general appearance this tree is similar to tlie Litchi, but 
smaller, and the fruit is also smaller, being about half an inch 
to an inch in diameter, quite round, nearly smooth, of a dusky 
brown colour. The pulp is similar to the Litchi in flavour. 
3. Eambutan {N, lappaceum), a small tree with winged leaves 
similar to the preceding. The fruit is of an oval form, 2 inches in 
length, slightly flattened, and of a red colour, covered with long, 
soft, fleshy spines. It contains a pleasant acid pulp, and is as 
much esteemed as the pulp of the two preceding. These fruits 
are in general cultivation in the southern provinces of China 
and in the islands and countries of tropical Asia. Like most 
other cultivated plants, there are many varieties, their fruits 
varying in form, size, and flavour. 4. Dawa, a name in the Fiji 
Islands for the fruit of Nephdiwm pinruUvm, a tree 60 feet high, 
jEbrming forests in Fyi, and also found in Kew Hebrides, New 
Galedoma^ and other islands. Its leaves are pinnate, and when 
nnfoldiqg have a brilliant red tinge, which at a distance con- 
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veys the idea of the trees being in bloom. Its fruit is about the 
size of a walnut, and contains a honey-like, glutinous, white 
pulp, which is esteemed by the Fijians. 

Idthi, a name in Chili for Bhvs caustica, a stiff shrub with 
firm oval leaves of a brownish colour, belonging to the Cashew 
Nut family (Anacardiaceas). It is dreaded by the natives for 
its baneful effects in blistering the skin, equal to those of the 
Poison Oak {Rhtis toxicodendron). 

Litmus. {Sec Orchil.) 

Liverworts, a general name for the plants comprehended 
under the family Hepaticeae, of the class Cryptogamia of Linnaeus, 
now separated under two distinct families, Marchantiaceae and 
Jungermannieae. Nearly 700 species are recorded, natives of 
moist and shady places in most hot and temperate climates ; 
many are epiphytal, and in some respects they may be com- 
pared to mosses. They possess no economic properties, but are 
highly interesting to the microscopic botanist ; such, for instance, 
as the numerous species of the extensive genus Jnngermannia, 
many of which are natives of this country. The common 
Liverwort {Marcliantia jpolyinorpha) grows in moist situations, in 
gardens, sometimes in pots, and even in the hothouse. Another 
common species is Eiccia Jluitans, which grows in pools and 
ditches. 

Locust, Honey (Gleditschia triacanthos)^ a large thorny tree 
of the Bean family (Leguminosse), native of North America, 
attaining a height of 60 feet. The wood is hard, and prin- 
cipally used for making fences, posts, etc. The stem and main 
branches are furnished from top to bottom with tripartite, rigid 
spines, 3 to 4 inches in length, presenting a most formidable 
barrier to the ascent of climbing animals. The pods are thin, 
flat, curved, and twisted, a foot or more in length ; they contain 
numerous seeds, embedded in a sweet pulpy substance, from 
which a kind of sugar is extracted. 

. Locust Trees, a neune given by early botanists in America 
to trees bearing pods similar to the locust tree of Palestine 
Ceratonm SUiqua (see Carob Tree). Wert Indian (m Cour- 
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haril). Locust Tree, or False Acacia {Bobinia Psmd^amcia), 
a tree of the Bean family (L^uminosee), native of North 
America, and has been grown in this country for more than 200 
years. It attains a height of 40 or 50 feet, averaging 2| feet in 
diameter. The wood was at one time considered valuable for ship- 
building, but if now used, it is only for trenails. The roots smell 
and taste like liquorice, but are poisonous. African {sec Nitta). 

Lodh Barky a name in India for Symplacos raccmosa, a tree 
of the Storax family (Styracese), about 20 feet high, native of 
several parts of India. The bark is used with munjeet for dyeing. 
The leaves of most species of Symplocos turn yellow with age. 
& tiTidoria^ native of Georgia and Carolina, is used for dyeing 
yellow. S. Alsionia, a branching tree growing 10 or 12 feet 
liigh, native of New Grenada, very much resembles the Cliinese 
tea plant, and it has been long used as a substitute for tea, and 
is considered to have medicinal %drtues. 

Logwood {Hmmatoxylori campechianum), a small tree of 
the Bean family (LeguminoSi'e), from 20 to 30 feet high, with 
winged leaves, consisting of from three to four small leaflets. It 
is a native of Campeachy and other parts of Central America, 
and has become naturalised in Jamaica and other West Indian 
islands. Its wood is of a deep red colour, and was early intro- 
duced for dyeing purposes, and continues to form an important 
article of import, especially from Jamaica. 

London Pride, properly London’s Pride, also known as 
None-so-pretty {Saxifraga umhrosd), a pretty, rosulate- leaved 
herb of the Saxifrage family (Saxifragacese). It is a native of 
this countiy and Ireland. It appears to have been first brought 
into special notice as a pretty plant by George London, who 
was, between the years 1681 and 1717, a celebrated nurseryman 
and gardener, and with his partner, Wise, held more than 100 
acres of ground at Brompton, well known until recent years as 
Brompton Park Nursery; now occupied by the South Kensing* 
ton Museum, Horticultuial Sodely’s Garden, and Albert Bhdl. 

LongOlL {Bu litchL) 

iMpmA, or Ja]MUi Medlar {Photinia [3ruibUrya]japmi^^ 
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a good-sized tree of the Apple family (Pomaceee) ; it has large, 
elliptical, rough, strong-veined leaves. In Japan and China 
it is cultivated for its fruit, which is about the size of a 
small plum, produced in clusters, and has the flavour of 
an apple. It is cultivated in the Australian Colonies, and in 
France and other parts of Southern Europe, where it fruits 
abundantly, but is not sufficiently hardy to bear the severe 
winters of this country. 

Lotos, an ancient Egyptian name for a plant growing in the 
Nile, of which the Greek historian Herodotus (b.c. 413), who 
visited Egypt, says — " When the river swells, great numbers of 
lilies, which the Egyptians call Lotos, shoot up through the 
water. These they cut down, and after they are dried in the 
sun, take out the heart of the plant, which resembles a mekon 
(poppy) ; they mould it into paste and bake as bread. They like- 
wise eat the Lotos,^ which is round, and equal to an apple in 
bigness.” This is, no doubt, the Nympkea Lotm of Lmnseus, the 
white water lily of Egypt, the representative of the white water 
lily of this country, Nymphea alba {see Nelumbium). It would 
have been well if we could have ended the history of the Lotus 
plant with the above ; but much discussion and difference of 
opinion has arisen regarding the identification of the plant 
called Lotos by the Greek poet Homer, who flourished 400 
years before Herodotus, In the ninth book of the Odyssey he 
says : — 

“ Nine days our fleet th* uncertain tempest bore 
Far in wide ocean, and from sight of shore ; 

The tenth we touch’d, by various errors tost, 

The Land of Lotos and the flowery coast 
We climb’d the beach, and springs of water found ; 

Then spread our hasty banquet on the ground. 

Three men were sent, deputed from the crew, 

(An Herald one), the dubious coast to view, 

And learn what habitants possess’d the place. 

They went, and found a hospitable race ; 

Not prone to ill, nor strange to foreign guest 
They eat and drink, and nature gives the feast, 


^ The tuberous root. 
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The trees around them all their fruit produce, 

Lotos the name, divine nectarious juice, 

Which whoso tastes. 

Insatiate riots in the sweet repasts ; 

Nor other home, nor other care intends, 

But quits his house, his country, and his friends.** 

In order to assist in the determining any unknown plant, a 
knowledge of its native country is of special value. Here we 
have a tree called Lotos, the fruit of which, to him who eats it 
for the first time, is so delicious as to make him wish for no 
other home than the Flowery Land of the Lotos tree. Homer 
does not inform us in what country tliis desirable home was 
situated ; but, according to commentators in ancient historj', 
it is considered to be an island or country on the African coast, 
near the ancient Lesser Syrtes, situated on the coast known in 
modern times as Barbary, wdiich comprehends Algeria and Tunis. 
Presuming that such might be the case, and that Homer’s story 
of the Lotos tree is not all poetic fiction, and as dates no doubt 
then, as they do now, formed one of the principal articles of 
food to the inhabitants of those parts of Africa, and not being 
known in Greece, we may readily suppose that the three Greek 
sailors would eat of them, and on their return to Greece would 
speak of them in such terms as to say they would wish for no 
other home, and this saying coming to the knowledge of Homer, 
furnished him with the idea of the Lotos. By subsequent 
writers, the people of the country of the Lotos tree were called 
Lotophagi, and various opinions were formed as to the identity 
of the Lotos tree. The first worthy of notice is that of Dios- 
corides, a Greek physician and writer on plants, who flourished 
about the middle of the first century (950 years after Homer), 
who, in a manuscript still extant in the library at Florence, 
figures and describes under the name of Lotos a tree known to 
modem botany as Cellis australis, a small tree of the Fdm 
fiamily, common on both shores of the Mediterranean, bearing 
abundance of sweet berries ; and being known to the Greeks, 
it ther^me can have no claim to be the Lotos of Homer, any 
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more than the following Bhamnus Lotus, so named by linnseus 
{see Jujube), nor the Liospyros Lotus {see Date Plum). The 
Lotos is also described by some as a spiny shrub, and its fruit 
as possessing intoxicating properties. In 8in article in Annals 
of Natural History (1849) Mr. Giles Munby, who resided many 
years in Algeria, says that in his opinion the spiny shrub 
Nitraria tridentata is the true Lotos ; that its fruit is a berry 
sweet to the taste, and has slightly intoxicating properties, 
quite sufficient to make a man forget his home while under its 
influence ; it is a thorny shrub of the Desert, common through- 
out Western Asia and North Africa {see Nitre Bush). As, 
however, Homer describes the Lotos as a tree, we cannot accept 
Mr. Munby*s opinion that Nitraria was the Lotos tree of Homer. 
Linnaeus has further complicated the Lotus by adopting it as the 
name of a genus of the*Bean famQy (Leguminosae), consisting 
of herbs and small shrubs, represented in this country by the 
pretty clover plant Bird’s-foot Trefoil {Lotus eomiculatus), and 
in our greenhouses hy Z. Jacohea, a small shrub, native of Cape 
Verd, remarkable as being one of the few plants that have truly 
black flowers. 

Lonsy-ar-nut. {See Earth Chestnut.) 

Love Apple. {Se.e Tomato.) 

Lucerne. {See Medick.) 

Lung Lichen {Sticta pulnwnacea), a broad foliaceous Lichen, 
growing in short grass, and called by the English peasant the 
Lung of the Oak. It is mucilaginous, and is sometimes used as 
a substitute for Iceland Moss. 

Lungwort {Bulmonaria officiiialis), a low perennial herb of 
the Borage family (Boraginaceae). Its leaves are about 6 inches 
in length, ovate, cordate, somewhat rough, marked with white 
blotchy spots. These spots being likened to the disease spots on 
the lungs of consumptive patients, early led it to become a remedy 
for consumption. The soft mucilaginous nature of the leaves did 
much to assist in the belief that it was beneficial for that disease. 
But, like many other plants that had a value under the ** doctrine 
of signatures ” of the old herbalists, it is now discarded. 
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Lui^a {Lupinus aJhus), an annual of the Bean family 
(L^uminosse), which, according to history, has been cultivated 
in Egypt from the most remote period* It is extensively culti- 
vated in the South of Europe for ploughing in as manure ; and 
in Germany, and some parts of tliis country, the Yellow Lupin 
{Lupintvs luUus) is grown for the same purpose. Tlie seeds of 
both, as well as those of the Blue Lupin (X. ?iirsutu8), are in the 
raw state highly poisonous; but when boiled the poisonous 
property is removed, and in Italy they are used as food. 

Mabolo (Diospyros Maiola), now described as D, discolor^ a 
tree of the Ebony family (Ebenacem), native of the Philippine 
Islands, and commonly cidtivated in many islands of the East. 
It has also been introduced into the West Indies. It is a 
middle-sized tree, having large, firm, coriaceous leaves of a light 
colour. The fruit is like a laige quinde, and in some places is 
called Mangosteen. Its flavour is agreeable. 

Macaroni and Vermicelli, trade-names for similar products 
made from a small hard-grained wheat grown in Italy. 

Macaw Palm, or Ghra-Gru {Acrocomia /im/(?mis),atall,stout, 
prickly-stemmed, wing-leaved palm, native of Jamaica and other 
West Indian islands. The fruit is round, about the size of a 
small apple, and produced in bunches. Tlie nut is hard, and 
contains oil, which is obtained either by crushing or grinding in 
a mill to a paste, and after being purified it is similar to butter of 
a light yellow colour. It has the odour of violets, and a sweetish 
taste. It is employed in the manufacture of scented toilet soap. 
The hard shell of the nut is ornamentally carved by the negroes, 
and formed into toys and trinkets. The wood of the stem is 
very hard, and used fojr many purposes. This is now found to 
be the same palm as the Cocos cusuleata of Hortus Kewenns^ 
named by Martins A, sderocarpcu 

Maccasar OiL {See Safflower.) 

Mace. {Su Nutm^.) 

M a dder (BvMa tinctorum), a strong-growing perennial of 
the Madder ftunily (Rubiaceas), native of the South of Europe 
and Western Asia. It is cultivated in many parts for its roots, 
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which yield the important red dye called Madder. An allied 
species (JS. cordifolia) furnishes the Madder of India called 
Munjeet, and ship-loads are imported into this country. The 
cultivation of Madder and Munjeet is now threatened with total 
extinction, in consequence of the general use of the coal tar or 
aniline dyes. 

Madia Oil {Madia saliva), a clammy annual of the Com- 
posite family (Compositae), native of Chili, and cultivated in 
many parts of America for the sake of its seeds, which after 
the oil is expressed are made into oil-cake for feeding cattle. 

Madroma, a name in California for a beautiful tree {Arlmius 
MeTiziesii) of the Heath family (Ericaceae), native of the western 
coast of Mexico and California. It bears a large edible berry, 
and is much sought after by Mexicans and Indians. Its wood 
is very hard, and is used for making the wooden stirrups of the 
Indians. 

Magnolia, tlie name of a genus of conspicuous trees and 
shrubs, the type of the family Magnoliaceae, natives of North 
America, China, and Japan. Their flowers and bark have an 
aromatic principle, but they possess no special medicinal pro- 
perties. Their large sweet-scented flowers and large green 
leaves give them rank as ornamental trees in the gardens and 
shrubberies of this country. Those native of North America 
are hardy, of which the following are the principal: — 1. 
Magnolia grandijloi'a, one of the most conspicuous of trees, 
sometimes attaining a height of 80 feet or more. It is an 
evergreen, and has firm, elliptical leaves, from 8 to 10 .inches 
long, smooth and shining on the upper surface, and of a rusty 
brown on -the under. The flowers are of a yellowish-white 
colour, and stand upright, in the form of a cup 6 to 8 inches in 
diameter. They are highly fragrant, and are the largest flowers 
ot any trees growing in the open air in this country. There are 
several varieties, some of which are not so hardy as others. 
One tree at Kew, more tinvn a hundred years old, for many 
years growing against a wall, but now for more than thirty years 
standing fully exposed, has attained the height of 23 feet, and a 
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girth of 3 feet. 2. Magnolia glauca, a low, bushy, deciduous tree, 
called Swamp Sassafras. Its flowers are highly fragrant. It 
is also called Beaver Tree ; the wood being soft, the beavers 
make their dams of it. 3. M. macrophylla, a large-leaved deci- 
duous tree, rare in this countiy. 4. M, acumimtay the Cucumber 
tree — 5. M. tripctala. Umbrella tree — 6. M, auriculata — 7. 
M. cordata, are, with the exception of the first, all hardy de- 
ciduous trees, of which a few years ago some fine specimens 
were to be seen in the Eoyal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

Of those natives of China, M. conspicuay as its name denotes, 
is the most conspicuous. It is called Yulan. It is deciduous, 
and attains a height of 40 or 50 feet, much branched, and has 
pure lily-like flowers, produced before the leaves expand, in such 
profusion that at a distance It appears one compact sheet of 
white. It was introduced in 1789, and one of the original plants 
is still growing at Kew, but now much shorn of its beauty by 
having been transplanted. 

Maguey Fibre. {See Aloe, American.) 

Mahaieb {Ccrasus Mahaleb)^ a kind of cherry, of the Almond 
and Plum family (Dnipaceae), native of Southern Europe. Its 
wood is highly prized by cabinetmakers. The plant is cultivated 
near Baden for walking-sticks and fancy smoking pipes. 

Maharanga, a name in India for a red dye obtained from 
Onosma Emodi, a strong-rooted perennial of the Borage family 
(Boraginaceae). It is indigenous to Thibet, and may be obtained 
in abundance. Its roots, like alkanet, yield a brilliant red 
colour, to oLL It is employed for staining wood a mahogany 
colour, and is known in the Indian bazaars by the name of 
Button Boot 

Mahoe. {See Bast, Cuba.) 

Mahogany, American {Sitnetenia Mahagoni), a large tree of 
the Mahogany family (Cedrelace®), with winged, dark-coloured, 
ash-like leaves, native of Jamaica and Central America. It 
forms an important article of trade with the Bepublic of British 
Honduras, from whence occasionally very large logs are received, 
sometimes measuring 20 or more feet in length, and 4 or 5 feet 
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thick. It is greatly used for the interior fittings of houses, fur- 
niture, railway carriages, and cabinet-work of all kinds. 

Mahogany, Indian — 1. S. febrifuga, now separated as a 
distinct genus under the name of Soymida. - A large tree similar 
in habit to the preceding, native of India, known by the native 
names of Eohun and Redwood. Its wood is similar to the 
American mahogany, and used for similar purposes. The bark 
is very astringent, and a few years ago came into repute as 
a substitute for quinine. 2. S. Chichrcissia, now separated as a 
distinct genus, under Chickrassia ; C. tahularia is a tree similar 
to the preceding, and produces one of the woods known by the 
name of Chittagong wood. It is light-coloured and beautifully 
grained, and is in much repute by cabinetmakers. Its bark is 
astringent, but not bitter. 

Mahogany, Native. {See Eucalyptus.) 

Mahwah, a name in India for Bassia latifolia, {See Butter 
Tree.) 

Maidenhair Tree (Salishiria adianti/olia), a remarkable 
tree of the Yew Family (Taxaceae), native of Japan, where it is 
called Gingko, and was introduced more than a hundred years ago. 
It is the only deciduous tree of the family, and also differs in 
having broad, two-lobed leaves, with longitudinal, forked veins ; 
and the likeness of the leaves to the maidenhair fern has led it 
to be called by the above name. This, with the Yew and a species 
from Japan, is the only member of the family that withstands the 
winters of this climate. Although a curious and showy summer 
t;ree, it is nevertheless not much cultivated in this country. A 
fine specimen, 40 feet high, may be seen growing in the Royal 
Gardens, Kew. The keniels of the fruit are eaten by the 
Japanese, and an oil is also extracted from them. 

Msdtrank (May Drink), a German drink made by putting 
young shoots of Woodruff {Asperula odorata) into wipe. 

Maize, or Indian Corn {Zea Mays), an annual cane-like 
grass, growing to a height of 4 or 5 feet, beating a dense head 
of closely- packed grains the size of peas, enclosed in a sheath 
called the cob. It is a native of South America, and was culti- 
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rated there as bread com before the conquest Since the dis- 
covery of South America it has spread, and is now cultivated in 
all tropical and sub-tropical countries, forming a staple article 
of food. Large quantities are exported from the ports of the 
United States to this coimtr}', and largely used for feeding 
horses. Several preparations are made fi*om the flour and sold 
in shops as Hominy, Oswego, and Maizena. The cane yields 
sugar nearly equal in quality to that of the sugar-cane, but the 
yield is not sufficient to pay the expense of its abstraction. The 
late celebrated politician and writer William Cobbett attempted 
to bring it into cultivation in this country, and for several years 
grew it extensively on his farm at Nine Elms in Surrey. It 
grows freely, and produces crops which in hot summers ripen ; 
but the average of good summers is too small to secure a regu- 
lar crop. The terrible disease known in Italy by the name of 
peUdgra is attributed to the use of bread made of undressed 
maize flour. {See Glucose.) 

Maigena. {See Maize.) 

M^ja. A name of the Ivory Nut Palm. 

Malacca Cane {Calamm Scipionum), a wing-leaved, erect, 
slender, cane-stemmed palm (Palmaceae), which when dressed is 
of a brown colour. These stems are sometimes mottled or 
clouded. It is a native of Cochin-China, Sumatra, and some 
of the Malayan Islands. They come to this country from 
Singapore, and form the much-prized Malacca walking-canes. 

M a l am b o Bark {Croton malambo), a shrub of the Spurge- 
wort family (Euphorbiaceae), native of Venezuela and New 
Grenada, growing to a height of about 4 feet, having a 
yellowish, somewhat corky bark, highly aromatic, like Calamus 
aronuUicue. It is much valued for medicinal purposes, and is 
even said to have proved useful in the treatment of cholera. In 
the United States it is said to be largely used for mixing with 
ground spices. The aromatic character seems to indicate that 
this plant bebngs to some other family than the one here 
given. 

Mala Fern {Lastrea Filis&^nuis ). — ^It is one of our handsomest 
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native ferns, and common throughout the temperate regions of 
the northern hemisphere, its fronds, 3 to 4 feet long, rising from 
a short erect caudex in the form of a corona. Of all the ferns 
celebrated by the ancients for their medicinal virtues, the Male 
Fern ranks the highest, its reputation as a vermifuge having 
descended from the time of Dioscorides to the present, the part 
used being the hard woody portion of the caudex, which is either 
taken in the form of a powder decoction or ethereal extract. 
But notwithstanding its ancient celebrity and fame, acquired 
during the latter part of the last century, when it was discovered 
to form the basis of the Swiss remedy for taenia, the secret of 
which Louis XVI. purch^ed of Madame Mouffer for the sum of 
18,000 francs, its use is gradually becoming obsolete. 

Mallows. — In the English version of the Bible the Hebrew 
word Malluach has been translated Mallows : " Who cut up 
mallows by the bushes and juniper roots for their meat” (Job 
XXX. 4. 1520 B.C.) It, however, cannot be determined what 

plant or plants were the mallows there spoken of. In this 
country the word Mallows has been long a familiar name of 
the genus Malva, the type of the family Malvaceae, of which 
there are many species widely distributed in the torrid and 
temperate zones. They consist chiefly of annuals and soft 
woody shrubs; they are mucilaginous and not unwholesome, 
and are in repute by old herbalists as emollients. M, rotundifolia, 
an annual, native of Britain, is very common in many countries 
in the northern hemisphere. In Egypt it is extensively culti- 
vated and used as a pot-herb. 

Mallow, Marsh (Althcea officinalis)^ a strong -growing 
perennial, native of this country. It attains a height of 
about three feet, and is of a hoary aspect. It is cultivated in 
certain districts, and is held in repute as a medicinal plant, 
being used chiefly in fomentations and gargles. The juice of 
the root is used in the preparation of cough lozenges. 

Mallow Tree {Lavatera arhorea), a single hard-stemmed 
shrub, assuming the character of a tree, 4 to 8 or 10 feet high, 
terminated by a crown of broad-lobed leaves ; native of Euione. 
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found near the sea. It is also native of this country, chiefly on 
the south-western coast, and flourishes on the Bass Bock in the 
Firth of Forth. It is grown as a curiosity in cottage gardens. 
Its cultivation has been attempted for the sake of its fibre, but 
not with any good results, as the fibre is coarse. 

Ualay Apple {Eugenia vialacccnsis), a handsome, strong- 
growing, smooth-leaved tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), 
producing a profusion of scarlet flowers from the stem and 
branches, which are succeeded by abundance of fruit, about the 
size of a small apple. The tree is common in India, Malayan 
Peninsula and Islands. The pulp of the fruit is said to be 
wholesome and agreeabla A plant in the Palm-house at Kew, 
20 feet high, often produces abundance of fruit In its native 
country it attains a height of 40 to 50 feet, and according to 
Dr. Seemann the Malay Apple is common in the Sandwich and 
Fijian Islands. There are two varieties, one with white 
flowers and the other with scarlet, which are produced in such 
abimdance that when they begin to fall the ground is one sheet 
of red or white, and when intermingled look like a carpet. 
The natives call the tree Kavika, and they hold it in venera- 
tion; and in their imagination the Kavika tree represents all 
that is lovely and beautiful. The fruit is large and quince- 
shaped, with apple-like smell and delicate flavour, which is suf- 
ficient to justify the praise Polynesians bestow upon it This is 
probably a distinct species from E. nialaccensis of India, 

UaloOf a name in India for Bauhinia VaJdii, a woody 
climber of the Bean family (Leguminosae). It has thick woody 
stems 200 to 300 feet long, climbing over and interlacing the 
highest trees in the forests, twisting it so tightly that the tree 
becomes strangled and dies, the Bauhinia remaining as a tree. 
Its bark is very tough and strong, and is used for making ropes 
and suspension bridges. Its leaves are about a foot in diameter, 
in the form of two lobes joined at the edges. They are sold at 
bazaars for domestic purposes, and are used for making platters. 
Another species, B. variegaia, is a small tree, 20 feet high, 
commcm in India, China, the Moluccas, and other islands of 
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the Indian Ocean, and has become naturalised in the West 
Indian Islands. Its leaves consist of two lobes, joined like the 
preceding. Its flowers are showy, of a rosy white, and produced 
in twos on a short stalk. The wood is of a dark colour, and 
is sometimes called Ebony. In India its bark is used medi- 
cinally, and also for tanning leather. 

Malt, barley grains moistened to make them sprout, which 
at a certain point is suddenly checked by tossing the grains 
with shovels on heated floors till dry ; the grain is then sweet, 
the sprouting having set free the sugar ; the malt then undergoes 
certain processes for making ale, beer, porter, gin, and whisky. 

Mammee Apple {Mammea ameTicana)^ a tree of the Gamboge 
family (Guttiferae), native of the West Indies and tropical 
America. It attains a height of 60 to 70 feet, and has a 
spreading head, with broad, ovate, oblong, firm, smooth, shining 
leaves. The fruit is of an angular form, the size of a small 
melon or cocoa-nut. It has two rinds — the outer leatheiy; 
and inner thin, yellow, adhering closely to the flesh, which is 
firm, bright yellow, has a singularly pleasant taste, and a sweet 
aromatic smell. It is, however, variously thought of. Some 
consider it of a soapy flavour, others that it tastes like molasses, 
with a slight flavour of tar. It is more agreeable to the palate 
of the natives than to Europeans. It contains one to four large 
seeds, from which an oil is expressed, used by the Indians as a 
hair oil The tree on being wounded yields a thick yellow 
gum. It is also used by the Indians and negroes as a cure for 
the itch, and to prevent the chigoes from attacking their feet. 
The bark is a powerful astringent, even poisonous, and a decoc- 
tion of it is used for the same purposes. 

Mammoth Tree {Sequoia gigantea), more generally known as 
Wdlingtonia gigaviea, a tree of the Coniferse family. This was 
supposed by some authors to be a distinct genus jfrom Sequoia, 
and on account of its large size English botanists named it after 
the great warrior the Duke of Wellington, thus giving it the 
name of Wdlingtonia gigantea. ' Careful examination has, how- 
ever, shown me that it is in no way distinct as a genus from 



262 


DICXIONAEY OF POPULAR NAMES MANCHINEAL 


Sequoia^ in which genus it is now placed. It is a native of 
California^ and for some time was thought only to grow in one 
locality, called the “Mammoth Grove;” it has, however, been 
found in several other mountain ranges, but not equal in size to 
those first discovered. Its immense size was a few years ago well 
known to visitors to the Crystal Palace by a portion of the 
thick bark of one of the trees being set up in the position it occu- 
pied when growing, showing its natural dimensions, the height 
of the tree felled being 327 feet, with a diameter of 30 feet 
at the ground. This bark was destroyed by a fire which occurred 
at the Palace some years since. The plant has been introduced, 
and grows freely in this country, forming as yet a very orna- 
mental tree, some having attained already the height of 30 feet 
or more. 

Manchineal Tree {Hippomane Mandndla), a tree of the 
Spurgewort family (Euphorbiacese). This, like the Upas tree of 
the East, is the celebrated poison tree of tropical America ; it 
grows to the height of from 40 to 50 feet, and is generally found 
near the sea-shore. The leaves are simple, of an elliptical form, 
and shining, 3 to 4 inches in length. The fruit is of a yellowish- 
green colour, and very tempting to the eye, but when bitten it 
is found to be very acrid. Many wonderful stories are told of 
the virulent nature of this tree, even that it causes ill effects to 
persons lying under its shade ; its milky juice is highly acrid 
and blistering to the skin, and has caused blindness by the 
hands coming in contact W’ith the eyes after the plant has been 
handled. 

Mandiocca. (See Cassava.) 

Mandrake (Mandragora offidnarum), a low perennial herb 
of the Nightshade family (Solanacess), native of the South and 
East of Europe and Western Asia ; it has large tap roots, from 
which spring a number of simple lance-shaped leaves, the flowers 
being produced amongst them close to the stem, and succeeded 
by the fruit, which lies on the ground round the centre of the 
plant; it is like the potato apple, but larger. This plant is of 
ancient renown, for virtues superstitiously founded on the 
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resemblance of the roots to the human figure. This idea of its 
virtues has prevailed since Eeuben “ found mandrakes in the 
field,” but it is doubtful whether that was the same plant as the 
present. A few years ago two children were poisoned, it is 
said, by eating mandrake roots, which they found in a field. 
But whatever W’as the cause of death, it could not be from the 
effects of Mandragora offijcinarum, as it is not a native of this 
country. 

Mangel WurzeL {See Beet.) 

Mango {Mangifera indica ). — This well-known tree belongs to 
the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceae), common throughout the 
whole of India and other countries of the East, and has been 
introduced into the West Indies and tropical America. It may 
well be called the Apple of the tropics ; and, like it, it has a 
great many varieties, differing in the shape, size, colour, and 
flavour of the fruit ; some are large, fleshy, and luscious, while 
others are so stringy and terebinthaceous that they have been 
compared to a mouthful of tow soaked in turpentine. They 
vary in form, some being kidney -shaped, and some roundish 
and slightly compressed ; their average weight is from a quarter 
to three-quarters of a pound. Some years ago fine luscious 
fruits, each weighing half a pound, were produced on an old tree 
in the Palm-house at Kew. 

Mangosteen {Gardnia Maifigostana), a tree of the Gamboge 
family (Guttiferce), attaining a height of about 20 feet, with 
opposite nearly horizontal branches and smooth elliptical opposite 
leaves, native of Molucca and other Spice islands ; and it has 
become indigenous in Java, Singapore, and other parts of the 
East. The fruit is about the size of an apple, of a reddish-brown 
colour when ripe, having a thick succulent rind, and crowned 
with the persistent rays of the stigma. It contains a juicy 
white pulp of a refreshing, delicate, sweet, and acid flavour. It 
is universally esteemed, and is considered to be one of the finest 
of tropical fruits. The rind contains an astringent juice, used as 
a cure for dysentery. 

Mailgrov6| a name applied to two genera of shrubs or small 
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trees, namely Skizophcyra and Avicennia. 1, Bhizophora, the 
type of the Mangrove family (Ehizophoracece) ; consists of 
about 20 species, all being natives within or near the tropics, 
where they form impenetrable barriers for hundreds of miles 
along the mud-shores of low coasts, rising to a height of 15 
feet or more, and throwing out numerous roots from the lower 
part of the stem. They also send down long slender roots horn 
the branches, something like the banyan tree of India. The 
Mangrove is perhaps most remarkable from the fact of its seeds 
germinating in the fruit while yet hangmg from the branch, and 
producing a radicle or root sometimes more than 3 or 4 feet long, 
and ultimately falling into the mud and forming a new centre. 
By this means they extend their domain seawards, their roots 
and branches interlacing in every direction. Oysters and other 
shell -fish attach themselves to these plants, so verifying to a 
certain extent the assertion that oysters grew on trees. Tlie 
Mangrove has no special virtues, except that the bark is some- 
times used for tanning and dyeing. The exhalations from Man- 
grove swamps are of a most unhealthy nature, causing malaria and 
fever. The typical species of the family is Bhizophora Mangle, 

2. Avicennia tomenlosa, a shrub of the Verbena family 
(V erbenaceje). Like the preceding, it occupies large tracts of the 
sea-shores in tropical countries, and extends south to New 
Zealand and Tasmania. It is, like the true Mangrove, remarkable 
for extending its domains seawards by strong roots, which rise 
out of the mud in an arched, entangled manner, again entering 
the mud and sending up asparagus-like shoots, forming extensive, 
impenetrable coast jungles. On the American coasts, these 
jungles are the resort and home of alligators. It has opposite, 
entire, oblong leaves, 2 to 3 inches in length, with a white down 
on the under surface, which has caused it to be called the White 
Mangrove. 

Manilla Tamarind. {See Algaroba.) 

Manna, a sweet substance produced by different plants, 
the most important being the Manna Ash {Fraxinna 0mm), a 
tree attaining a height of 30 to 40 feet, common in Southern 



HANNA 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


265 


Europe. It contains a sweet juice, which is obtained by making 
incisions in the stem. The juice hardens, and forms the principal 
kind of Manna sold by druggists for domestic use ; the principal 
quantity comes from Sicily and Calabria. Another kind of 
Manna is produced by Eucalyptus mannifera^ a lofty tree of the 
Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), native of New South Wales, also by 
a species of Oak (see Willow). A kind of Manna is produced 
by the Larch tree {Larix europcea\ known as Manna of Brianqon, 

Manna Croup. {See Manna Grass.) 

Manna Grass {Glyceria jluitans)^ a spreading water-grass 
covering the surface of water in ditches, pools, ponds, etc., in 
this country, and throughout Europe. It is a sweet grass ; cattle 
are fond of it, and wade into the water to obtain it. In Hol- 
land and Poland the seeds are used as food, and in Germany are 
used for making the article called Manna Croup. 

Manna of Sinai is produced by two plants. Tamarix 
mannifcra, a small tree or much-branched shrub similar to T. 
gallica, common on the coasts of this country, France, and 
Southern Europe generally. It is native of the desert countries 
of Western Asia. At certain seasons of the year the stems are 
punctured by a small insect ; from these punctures a honey-like 
liquid exudes, which hardens on the stems, and is collected by 
the Bedouin Arabs of the present day, and is preserved like 
honey as a delicacy. Another kind of Manna is produced by 
Hedysarum Alhagi, by modem botanists called Alhagi maurorumy 
a low scrubby spiny bush of the Bean family (Leguminosae), 
with small simple leaves. A plant common in the deserts of 
Syria, Persia, Bokhara, and Hindostan. In some places it is 
called Camel Thom, During the heat of the day a sweet 
gummy substance exudes from the leaves and stems; this 
hardens, and is collected by the Bedouin Arabs, and in Bokhara 
to such an extent as to form a substitute for sugar, for which it 
is used as well as for sweetmeats and confectionery. Some 
writers endeavour to show that this and the preceding fhmished 
the Manna of the Israelites, but the quantity obtained even over 
an extensive district is small, and in other points it does not 
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agree with Moses’ description of the Manna; with regard to 
which some writers have endeavoured to explain that the 
miraculous fall of the Manna of the Israelites was due to natural 
causes, and believe it to have been showers of a Cryptogamic 
plant {Lichen escidentvs), called by modem botanists Lecanora 
cscvlerUa, first brought into notice by Pallas, a Russian traveller, 
in 1788, who observed it in the Crimea, and also on very dry 
limestone hills in the desert of Tartary, lying on the ground like 
small stones united together. The use made of it by the in- 
habitants for food in times of scarcity led him to name it Lichen 
esculentus, and he described and figured it in a Russian botanical 
work in 1796. The species now in question, and a closely-allied 
species {Lecanora affinis), occupy vast tracts of barren plains 
and mountains in many regions of Western Asia, and also of 
North Africa ; in time it loses its attachment to the surface on 
which it grows, and being light is carried up by the winds and 
conveyed in the air to a great distance, ultimately falling to the 
ground, and sometimes forming a layer several inches in thick- 
ness. Sheep eat it, and in times of scarcity the inhabitants 
make a kind of bread of it, regarding dt as sent to them by 
Providence, and believing that it falls from heaven. Specimens 
collected after a shower are to be seen in the Museum at 
Kew, sent by W. K. Loftus, Esq., in 1854 ; also specimens from 
Bayaza, in Asiatic Turkey, sent in 1855 by H, H. Calvert, Esq., 
British Consul at Erzeroum. On the 3d of August 1828 a 
shower is recorded to have fallen in the region of Mount Ararat 
in Armenia. The same, or a closely-allied species of lichen, has 
been observed by the Rev. H. B. Tristram in the great desert of 
Sahara, lying on the ground like nodules of sand ; it is gathered 
by the natives, and used by them as food in times of scarcity. 

The late Giles Munby, Esq., who resided for a number of 
years in Algeria, also gives an account of it in a paper read before 
the British Association at Birmingham in 1849. He says that 
€$culenta, or an allied species, springs up in a night, covering 
the sand of the desert ; and that the French soldiers during an 
expedition south of Constantine subsisted on it for some days» 
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cooking it in various ways, and making it into bread. He 
further states that it is blown about by the wind, and collects 
in heaps. Being of a soft starchy nature, it can readily be 
imagined that it would soon ferment and putrefy. 

These accounts seem to leave no doubt that one or more 
species of crustaceous edible lichens grow on sterile plains and 
mountains, and are occasionally carried by winds to distant 
localities; that the latter circumstance seems to be uncertain 
and erratic ; and also that these lichens do not agree with the 
text which says, “ When the sun waxed hot, it [the manna] 
melted,” which being the case with the Tamarix Manna leads 
us to presume that it and Lichen Mannas are included in Moses’ 
description of Manna. 

Maple, Common (Acer campestre), a tree of the natural 
order Sapindaceie, native of this country. It is valued for its 
wood, which is first white, and by age becomes yellow or brown. 
It is compact and firm, but not hard, of a fine grain, and is em- 
ployed for turnery, ornamental work, and wood - carving, and 
was once in great repute for culinary vessels, as bowls, plates, 
spoons, etc. 

Maple, Sugar (A, sajccharinttm)^ a moderate-sized tree, 
native of North America, in Canada forming extensive forests. 
It is of gi-eat importance for its juice, which is obtained in early 
spring by tapping, and is afterwards converted into sugar. A 
tree will yield from two to four pounds yearly, and will continue 
to do so for forty years without suffering injury. It is chiefly 
made by the Indians, and is in general use in North America, 
and is considered equal to cane sugar. 

MarUe-wood, Andaman (JDiospyros Kurzii)^ a tree of the 
Ebony family (Ebenaceae), native of the Andaman Islands and 
British Burmah, attaining a height of 50 to 60 feet ; its wood 
is gre 3 rish, interlaid with black, and called Marble-wood. It 
takes a fine polish, and is used for cabinet-work in the country 
of its growth. 

Marigold {Calendvla officincUid), a pretty yellow flowering 
annual of the Composite family (Compositae), native of South 
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Europe, introduced more than 300 years ago, and become 
naturalised in many parts, often seen on railway banks. An 
extract of the flowers is used for colouring butter and cheesa 

Marigoldy Marsh {Caltha palmtris), a beautiful perennial 
plant of the Eanunculaceae, flowering early in the spring, 
growing abundantly in marshy places and by river-banks ; it is 
commonly reputed to be acrid and poisonous ; the flower-buds 
have been used as capers. In some places it is called Butter- 
cup. 

Marjoram {Origanum vtdgarc), a strong-growing perennial 
plant of the Mint family (Labiate), native of this country, 
known by the name of Wild Marjoram. Oil of Thyme is 
obtained from it, and is used by dentists and furriers. 

Marjoram, Sweet {Origanum Marjoraim), Pot (0. Onites), 
Winter (0. heracleoticum), perennial plants, native of South 
Europe, and cultivated in this country as pot-herbs. 

Marking Nut {Semecarpm Anacardium), a tree of the 
Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceae), native of India. It has 
large oblong leaves, and fhiit borne on a fleshy receptacle 
similar to the Cashew Nut. It is roasted and eaten by the 
natives. The black juice obtained from the unripe fruit is used 
for marking cloths, and when mixed with quicklime forms an 
indelible marking-ink. Great care is necessary in using it, as 
from its acrid nature it is apt to cause severe inflammation. It 
is also used as a varnish in calking ships. 

Marmalade Plum, a name in the West Indies for Lucuma 
mammosvm^ a tree of the Star Apple family (Sapotacese), common 
throughout the West Indies and tropical America, valued for 
its fruit, which is from 3 to 5 inches long, and pulpy. It is 
called Marmalade from its resembling that preserve in taste 
and appearance. 

Marmelos {JEgle Marmdos). {See BaeL) 

Marram, Marram, or Mat Grass {AmrnophUa arenaria); 
also may be included under this name Elymus arenaria and E. 
gendcuiaius, all perennial, strong, running-rooted grasses, having 
rigid whitish leaves. Natives of the sea-shores of this country 
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and other parts of Europe. On low sandy shores they form 
important agents in keeping back the inroads of the sea, and 
they even extend seaward. The celebrated golf links of St. 
Andrews have thus been gained from the sea, and people now 
walk on ground that was sea not fifty years ago. 

Marvel of Peru {MirabiUs Jalapa), a strong-growing peren- 
nial of the Marvel of Peru family (Nyctaginaceae). It has been 
grown in this country as a garden plant for more than 250 years. 
It is said to be a native of both Indies, but this must be con- 
sidered uncertain. It has large black tuberous roots, supposed at 
one time to be the medical Jalap Eoot. This and Af. loTigiJlora 
are handsome garden plants, opening their pretty tube -like 
flowers, or properly calyx, in the afternoon, hence called Eour- 
o’clock-flower. 

Massaranduba. {See Cow Tree.) 

Mastichy the name of the resin of Fistada Zentiscus, a tree 
of the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiacese). It attains a height 
of 15 to 20 feet and a foot in diameter, having winged smooth 
leaves of a pale colour, and inconspicuous flowers. It yields a 
balsamic sap, which is obtained by making incisions in the 
stems and branches ; it hardens, and is the Mastic of commerce. 
It has a sweet resinous smell, and is chewed by the Turks to 
preserve the gums and teeth, and to sweeten the breath, and it 
is also used by them in the preparation of a liqueur called Eaki. 
It is used by dentists in this country for stopping teeth. In 
the arts it is chiefly employed as a varnish for pictures, maps, 
etc., on paper and canvas. About eight or ten tons are yearly 
imported, chiefly from Scio and other Greek islands. It is common 
in the rocky countries of Gilead, and is supposed to have yielded 
the balm that the Ishmeelites carried into Egypt. The resin 
of the Lentisk was called by the ancients Schinas, which has 
been adopted by linnaeus as the name of a genus of American 
shrubs of the same family (Anacardiaceae). . Schinus Malle, a 
r shrub, native of Peru, is called the Peruvian Mastich Trea It 
has light-green pinnate leaves, which contain a highly odoriferous 
oilv fluid, which naturally exudes, especially after rain, and fills 
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the air with fragrance ; on throwing fiagments of the leaves into 
water the oil is expelled with such force as to cause them to 
jerk and twirl as if by spontaneous motion. S. Molle is widely 
diffused. It is found extending from CkiU northward to Cali- 
fornia, where it is called the Pepper Tree, its berries having the 
taste of common black pepper. It has been introduced and is 
now common in Italy and other parts of South Europe ; but 
neither it nor the Lentisk is sufficiently hardy to live in the 
open air in this country. 

Hat Grass. (See Marram.) 

Mats. — Cocoa-nut (see Cocoa-nut) ; Chinese and Indian (see 
Cyperus) ; Garden or Eussian (see Lime Tree) ; Door (see Hemp). 

Mal^. (See Paraguay Tea.) 

Matico (Piper aiigvstifolium), better known as ArtarUTie 
dongcUa, a jointed shrub of the Pepper family (Piperacefie), 
native of Peru. It is an erect-growing species with lanceolate 
rough leaves, which are used for stanching the bleeding of 
wounds. It is known in South America by the name of Soldier's 
Herb. 

Mawseed. (See Poppy, White.) 

May, a popular name for the flowers of Crataegus Oxyacan- 
ikcL (See Hawthorn.) 

May Apide (Podophyllum pdtaium)^ also known by the 
name of Duck’s - foot, a perennial plant of the Buttercup 
family (Eanunculaceae), native of the United States ; abundant 
in damp, shady woods. It has long, shield-like, lobed leaves and 
white flowers; its fruit is egg-shaped in form, and about the 
size of a small lemon ; the root and leaves of the plant are acrid 
and poisonous, but the pulp of the fruit is less so, and contains 
active medicinal qualities, being in repute as a substitute for 
calomeL 

Meadow BalEroiL (Su Colchicum.) 

M iddi c kf also called Lucerne (Medicago scUim), a perennial, 
tall, slender, clover-like plant, considered to be a native of 
England, bnt rare in a wild state. It is, however, extensively 

... TLa TTati IMo/li/tlr TAi/mdiouiS, so 



MBLON 


OF ECONOMIC PLANTS. 


271 


named on account of its flowers having some resemblance to a 
hop cone, is also cultivated for fodder. 

Medlar {Mespilvs germanica), a small spreading tree or bush 
of the Apple family (Pomaceae). It is found in hedges and 
uncultivated places in this country, as well as in France, Ger- 
many, and Southern Europe. The fruit is about the size of a 
very small apple, having the lobes of the calyx well developed 
and permanent on its apex. It is unfit for eating until it loses its 
green colour and begins to decay, when it acquires an agreeable 
acid somewhat astringent flavour. 

Medlar, Neapolitan {Cratoegus azarolu^y a bush or small 
tree of the Apple family* (Pomacese), native of Southern Europe 
and Palestine. The fruit is pulpy and somewhat acid, and 
frequently forms a table-fruit. 

Melegneta Pepper. {See Grains of Paradise.) 

Melilot {Mdilotus officinalis), a clover-hke annual or bi- 
ennial of the Bean family (Leguminosse), widely cultivated 
throughout Europe and Western Asia as food for cattle. In 
Switzerland the leaves are made into powder, which is used for 
flavouring Chapziger cheese. {See also Coumarin.) 

Melon {Cucumis Melo), a tendril climbing or trailing annual 
of the Gourd family (Cucurbitacese). Its weU-known fruit is of 
ancient fame, having been cultivated in Egypt in the time of 
Moses, and is now a favourite in most warm countries. There 
are many varieties ; the finest are said to be the melons of Bok- 
hara. It is supposed to have been first introduced from Egypt 
to Home, from thence to France in 1495, and afterwards to 
England, where it is too tender for open air, but is successfully 
cultivated under glass. 

Melon Thistle, the name early given to Mdocactm communis, 
one of the Cactus family (Cactacess), native of the coasts of 
most of the West Indian islands and some parts of the American 
continent, growing on rocks and barren places. The plant con- 
sists of a globose, somewhat conical, succulent flieshy stem, a foot 
or more in diameter, and feet high, with twelve to twenty 
nrominent ridges bearincr at refirular distances tufts of strong 
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spines ; the flowering portion being of a cylindrical form pro- 
duced on the top of the plant, consisting of a dense mass of 
bristly hairs and slender spines, out of which the small flowers 
scarcely emerge. This head is 2 to 3 inches in diameter, is per- 
manent, and increases in height to 6 or more inches, and being 
of a red colour, it is compared to a Turk’s cap. 

Mesqxdt Tree. (See Algaroba.) 

Hiel de Palma. (See Coquito Nut.) 

Mignonette (JRcseda odorata), the type of the Mignonette 
family (Eesedaceae), native of Eg)qit and the shores of the 
Mediterranean. In Pliny’s time the Eomans applied this plant 
under the name of Reseda as a charm* to allay the irritation of 
wounds. It is recorded to have been introduced and cultivated 
in the Apothecaries* Botanic Garden, Chelsea, in 1752. Since 
then its sweet smell has made it a universal favourite with all 
classes. In this country it is an annual, but in the south of 
Europe it becomes shrubby. 

Mignonette, Jamaica. (Sec Camphire.) 

Mildew. (See Fungi and Mucor.) 

Millet. — There are several Millet grasses, the most important 
being Sorghum mdgare, an annual, cane-like, corn-grass, similar 
to Indian com, but not so strong in growth, producing a dense 
head of spikelets, bearing numerous small com -grains, which 
formed an extensive article of food in ancient times, as it does 
at the present day. It is extensively cultivated in Southern 
Europe and region of the Mediterranean generally, including 
Eigypt, Syria, and eastward to India, also coast of Guinea, and 
other parts of Western tropical Africa. It grows freely in this 
country, but the summer heat is not sufficient to bring the com 
to perfection. On the removal of the grains the spikes becotne 
hard and rigid, and are imported into* this country for making 
carpet and small hand-brooms. In my History of Bible PlarUs 
I have endeavoured to show that the stalk of this was probably 
the reed of St. Matthew, and the spikelets on its top hyssop of 
St John mentioned at the Cmcifixion (see Hyssop). In Ger- 
tmanv fttid other Mrfca of Southern Europe Bmimm itdicwm 
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and P. mUiaccum, two strong annual grasses, are cultivated 
under the name of Millet; they produce a dense cylindrical 
head of small grains, which are chiefly used for feeding poultry. 
Several others of the Panicum group, as also Plettsine coramna, 
a decumbent grass, are cultivated in various warm countries, 
and called Millet. 

Millet Ehoda, a name in India for the grains of Paspalum 
scrohiculatum, cultivated as a kind of Millet. 

Mint. (See Peppermint, also Spearmint.) 

Mio Mio, a name in the Argentine Eepublic, Banda Oriental, 
and Uruguay, for Baccharis cordifolia, a shrub of the Composite 
family (Compositae). It grows in pastures, and is poisonous to 
sheep. 

Mirabel, a French name for candied or preserved plums. 

Mmti or Ita Palm the Indian name for Maurilia jleacuosa^ 
native of the swamps of the Orinoco. It is also stated to be 
found at the sources of the Orinoco, at an elevation of 4263 feet. 
It is a magnificent palm, its cylindrical stems rising like Grecian 
columns to a height of 100 or 150 feet, terminated by a crown 
of large fan-shaped leaves, from the base of which is produced 
a big bunch of pendulous fruits, some measuring 8 to 10 feet 
in length, weighing 2 or 3 cwts., and containing several 
bushels of fruit. Each fruit is about the size of a small apple, 
having a reticulated, polished, smooth shelL The Guarane tribe 
of Indians, during the period of the inundations by the Orinoco, 
suspend their dwellings from the stems of this palm. These 
dwellings consist of a floor made of its leaves, on one part of 
which they place a little earth 'whereon to make their fire. 
Its shelly fruit, its farinaceous pith (sago), and its juice abound' 
ing in saccharine matter, and the fibres of its petioles, furnish 
them with food, wine, and thread for making cord and weaving 
hammocks. 

“ Wide o’er his isles, the branching Oronoque 
Bolls a brown deluge ; and the native drives 
To dwell aloft on lifersufficing trees ; 

At onoe his dome, his robe, Ins food, and arms.” 

THQKSOm 
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The same materials are also furnished by an allied species, M. 
vinifera, the thin pulp of the fruit of which is edible, having a 
sweet slightly-acid taste, and a kind of wine is made from it. 

Miahmee, a name in India for Coptis teeta, a creeping>rooted, 
three-leaved, low plant of the Buttercup family (Eanunculacese), 
native of Assam, It is sold in bazaars as a bitter tonic. 

Miasel, a name in Guiana for the fruit of Blakea quin- 
quintrvia, a moderate -sized tree of the Melastome family 
(Melastomacece), native of the forests of Guiana. Its fruit is 
a six-celled berry seated in a permanent bell-shaped calyx of a 
yellow colour, and its flavour may be compared to raspberry 
cream. 

Mistletoe (Viscum album), a parasitical evergreen shrub of 
the Mistletoe family (Loranthacete), common in Middle and 
Southern Europe, growing on various kinds of trees. It has 
been said that Mistletoe never grows on the oak; there are, 
however, many recorded instances. In this country the apple 
tree is its favourite, the trees in the orchards of Herefordshire 
and neighbouring counties being loaded with it. Much has been 
written respecting the Mistletoe, both as regards its parasitical 
mode of growth and structure, and also in relation to its ancient 
fame. History tells us it was held sacred in the religious cere- 
monies of the Druids. Tlie very general custom of placing 
twigs and branches of Mistletoe in our houses at Christmas is 
probably a relic of its pagan sanctity, though now retained 
merely as an emblem of social friendship and jovial custom that 
has long characterised that festive season. To supply this 
simple emblem many tons of Mistletoe are required for London 
alone ; and it appears that the home produce is not equal to the 
demand, it being extensively imported from France, chiefly from 
Normandy. In December 1880 the quantity was above 2300 
crates, each crate weighing 1 cwt ; of which 160 crates were 
gent to Liverpool, 100 to Manchester, 40 to Glasgow, and 
various quantities to other places. In the early part of the 
month of December the price of a crate averages from 48. 6d. to 
58., but as Christmas approaches, the price advances to 8s., 12s., 
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and even 20s. Its berries are said to be poisonous, instances of 
death to children having occurred from eating them ; but this 
appears to be owing more to the glutinous nature causing them 
to adhere to the coats of the stomach than to any active prin- 
ciple. 

Mocan ( Vismia Mocanera), an evergreen shrub with tea-like 
leaves belonging to the Tea family (Ternstrcemiacese), native of 
the Canaries. Some writers suppose its fruit to be the Mocan 
of the Guanches, the original inhabitants of the Canaries and 
Madeira, but long ago extinct. Its fruit, however, being a dry 
capsule, leads us to doubt whether the Mocan was the plant 
now known as Vismia. 

Model -wood, a name given in India to the hard light- 
coloured wood of Adina {Namlea cordifolia). 

MoUe, a Peruvian name for Schinus Molle (see Mastich). 

Monk’s Hood. (See Aconite.) 

Monkey-bread. (See Baobab.) 

Monkey-pot. (See Sapucaia.) 

Monstera, the name of a genus of the Arum family 
(Aroideae). M. ddiciosa is an epiphytal climber, native of 
Mexico. Its stems are about an inch in diameter, extending 
to a great length, and furnished with large, cordate, lobed leaves, 
perforated with holes. The fruit is about the size of a small 
pine-apple, pulpy, of a pink colour and most delicious flavour. 
It grows and fruits freely in the hothouses of this country. 

Moon-flower (Ipomoea hona-nax), a climbing annual of the 
Bindweed family (Convolvulaceae), native of India. It has 
large flowers, 5 to 6 inches in diameter, of a pure white, which, in 
consequence of their habit of opening during the nighty are very 
conspicuous. The name Bona-nox means Good-night Plant, 
in allusion to its nocturnal flowers. It is represented in this 
country by the common Bindweed (Convolvvlns \Ccdystegia\ 
aepmm), which cUmbs over bushes and hedges, its white flowers 
being very conspicuous in the dark. 

Mora Tree (ifora excdsci), a large tree of the Bean fit^y 
(Leguminosse), with glossy winged leaves, attaining a height of 
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100 to 150 feet It is a native of Guiana, and of late years 
extensive forests of it have been found in Trinidad. Its timber 
is imported for shipbuilding, and is considered more durable 
than oak. The pods are from 6 to 8 indies in length and 3 
inches in breadth, containing a single large kidney-shaped seed, 
which nearly fills the pod. The genus Mcra is now sunk under 
that of Dimorphandra, 

Horell {Morchella €scnlcrUa\ a fleshy fungus of the Mush- 
room alliance, native of this country and Central Europe 
generally. It grows in woods and pastures, especially where 
wood has been burnt ; consequently the peasants in some parts 
of Germany have at times burned do\ra extensive tracts of 
woodlands for the purpose of making the soil more productive 
of Morells. The Morell grows to a height of from 3 to 4 
inches ; it consists of a smooth white cylindrical stem, having a 
hollow spherical cap adhering to the stem by its base ; it is of 
a pale brown or grey colour, and is marked with deep pits all 
over its surface. It is highly esteemed for giving a delicious 
flavour to dishes similar to that of mushroom ketchup. In 
consequence of its being somewhat rare and expensive in this 
country, a substitute is found in the allied genus Helvdla. 
H. exispa and H. lacunosa are similar to the Morell, and are 
common in woods and on banks. 

Morinda Bark. — Morinda tinctoria, M. citrifolia, and JIf. 
unibellaia, shrubs or small trees of the Cinchona family 
(Cinchonacess), very common throughout tropical Asia, including 
the Polynesian Islands. Their bark and roots are extensively 
used for dyeing, the bark producing a red, and the roots a yellow 
dye ; but by different mordants other colours are produced, even 
green. In India if. tinctoria. is called Ach, and is used for 
dyeing turbans and red cloths. In Tahiti the species are called 
Mona or Monii, and are used for the same purposes. In 
Sii^pore and Philippine Islands the leaves are held in high 
repute for ulcers and wounds, and the stems are used for props 
for the pepper vine. 

HMii a general term for the plants comprehended under the 
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order Mvsd^ of the class Cryptogame® of Linn®us, of which 
about 1000 species are known to botanists. They have a wide 
geographical range, but are most abundant in the temperate 
zones and on the elevated regions within the tropics, and a 
few within the Arctic zone. In Northern Europe the genus 
Sphagnum occupies extensive tracts of boggy country, and by 
its successive growth and decay in the course of ages becomes 
peat, which forms the common fuel of the North. Above 300 
species are native of this country, of which some are common to 
all situations, growing on lawns, trees, old walls, and in shady 
woods. A few are peculiar in their places of growth, such as 
Schistostegia osmundacea ornamenting caverns with its lumi- 
nous golden hue, while Cindidotus fontinalaides and Fontincdis 
antipyretica grow upon rocks, stones, or woodwork in running 
streams. As a whole, they possess no important economic 
properties. Some species of Sphagnum^ and several species of 
Hypnum, are used for stuffing cushions and for packing, and 
small fancy brooms are made of Polytrickum commune. They 
are, however, highly interesting to study, and many books have 
been written respecting them. 

Moss, American or New Orleans {TUlandsia umeoides), 
a small epiphytal plant of the Pine Apple family (Bromeliace®), 
native of tropical and sub-tropical America, growing in profusion 
on the cypress trees in the regions of the Mississippi, In 
Jamaica it is called Old Man’s Beard, It has slender leaves, 
4 to 6 inches long, which, after being subjected to dressing, 
are used as a substitute for horsehair, and imported into this 
country. 

Mo 88, Oeylon, {See Ceylon Moss.) 

Mother Cloves, a trade name for the young fruits of the 
Clove tree. {See Clove.) 

Moulds, {See Fungi and Mucor.) 

Mowana. {See Baobab.) 

Moxa» a name applied to several substances used for 
producing a blister by slow combustion, such as Amadou 
{Polyporue fomentarius) and Artemisia ehinensis, the latter a 
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plant of the Composite family (Composites). It is a native of 
China. The blister is produced by burning small pellets of the 
dried plant on the skin. 

Mnchenu, a name in India for a gummy substance obtained 
from the bark of Bombax malaharicum, a tall tree of the Silk Cot- 
ton family (Bombacess). It is sold in the bazaars as a medicine. 

Mucor, the name of a typical genus of a host of cr}T)togamic 
plants of the Fungus family, familiarly known as Moulds and 
Mildews. The microscope shows them to consist of variously- 
formed cells, successively producing their like, forming chain- 
like filaments, generally uniting, becoming a wliite and woolly- 
like web, which rapidly spreads to the stems, leaves, and fruits 
of plants, even entering and penetrating their substances, 
causing great destruction to field and garden crops. The most 
important of these destructive fungi are noticed under Potato, 
Vine, Wheat, Coffee, and Turnip (which see ; also see Fungi). 

Mudar and Yeixum, names in different parts of India for 
Calotropis gigarUea, a tree of the Swallowwort family (Ascle- 
piadaceae), attaining a height of 10 to 20 feet. Its stem and 
branches are covered with a fibrous, corky, soft bark ; its leaves 
are opposite, about 6 inches in length. Its fruit is full of -fine 
silky hairs ; and the whole tree abounds in milky sap. The inner 
bark consists of fibre, equal to that of hemp in firmness and 
strength. The tree is common throughout India, as is also an 
allied species {C, procera)^ which extends throughout Western 
Asia and Eastern Africa, abundant in the valley of the Dead 
Sea. Its milky sap contains caoutchouc, but not in sufficient 
quantity to repay the cost of its extraction. 

Mukita. (See Gingerbread Plum.) 

Mulberry Tree {Morue nigra), of the family Moraceae. The 
common black Mulbeny is believed to be a native of Western 
Asia^ and early spread throughout Southern Europe and Northern 
Afirica. It appears to have been introduced into this country 
more than 300 years ago, but the climate not being favourable 
for the production of silk, it is chiefly valued for its fruit, which 
consists of a number of one-seeded ovaries coimected together 
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by their enlarged pulj)y calyces. The White Mulberry {Moras 
alba), said to be a native of China, was early introduced into 
Europe, and has now almost superseded M. nigra for the feeding 
of silkworms. 

Mullein, Great ( Verbascum Thapsus), a biennial of the Fig- 
wort family (Scrophulariaceae), native of this country, gener- 
ally found growing in neglected places in old gardens. In 
favourable soil it attains a height of 4 to 5 feet, furnished 
with broad elliptical densely woolly leaves, the upper part 
being closely occupied by yellow flowers. It has long been 
famed as a domestic medicine, and in consequence of its being 
used in pulmonary complaints in cattle, it has received the 
name of Bullock’s Lungwort. The dry stalks and leaves were 
in ancient times dipped in grease and used as a substitute 
for candles and lamp- wicks. In this country it is called High 
or Hag taper, on account of the superstition that it was used by 
witches of old. In Scotland it is known by the name of Shep- 
herd’s Club. It is also known by the name of Adam’s Flannel 
and Aaron’s Rod, which are merely fanciful names. 

Mai\jeeth. (See Madder.) 

MuscateL (See Raisins.) 

Mushroom (AgaHcus campestris ). — This edible fungus is so 
w’ell known that it is not necessary to describe it. It is found 
abundantly in summer and autumn in pastures ; but for the 
supply of London and other laige towns it is extensively culti- 
vated in covered beds, and it is also largely grown in the 
catacombs in Paris, forming an important article of food. 
Mushrooms are propagated by what is called spawn, which con- 
sists of horse and cow dung made up into the form of bricks or 
cakes, which are put, for a short time, in a warm place, mixed with 
some of the material of the old mushroom beds, containing more 
or less of the mycelium or roots of mushrooms. These are 
white and thread-like, and on coming in contact with the new 
material, the whole mass becomes impregnated with the white 
threads. The bricks and cakes are then stored for use, and enev 
form an article of trade, and are familiarly known as mushroom 
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spawxL On new beds being made, portions of these bricks are 
mixed with the soil of which the beds are formed, and in time 
a crop of mushrooms is the result The Horse Mushroom (A, 
arvensis) is similar to the above, but of a much larger size, some 
specimens being 18 inches in diameter. It is often to be seen 
in the markets at Covent Garden, York, and many Midland 
towns. It is largely used for making the table condiment known 
as Ketchup. 

Musk Plant, the common name for Mimulus Tnoschatus, a 
plant of the Figwort family (Scrophulariaceae), native of North 
America, and cultivated in rooms in this country for its musky 
scent 

Miuk Boot {See SumbuL) 

Mnsk Seed, the seeds of Ahelmoschus moschatus, a strong 
perennial of the Mallow family (Malvaceie), native of Bengal. 
The whole plant smells of musk. The seeds are used for 
scenting hair powder and pomatum. 

Husk Tree {Eurybia argophylla, or better known as Aster 
argophyUus, the silver-leaved Musk Tree), a tree of the Compo- 
site family (Compositae), haAung lance-shaped leaves 3 to 5 inches 
in length, silvery white on the under side, and smelling strongly 
of musk. It is a native of Tasmania, attaining a height of 20 
to 30 feet, and a girth of 3 feet. Its wood is hard and beauti- 
fully figured, and is used for many purposes. 

Mustard Shrub {Capparis ferrugiriea), a shrub of the Caper 
family (Capparidaceae), native of the West Indies. Its berries are 
pungent like mustard, and on that account it is called Mustard 
Shrub. 

Mustard Flour, the ground seed of Brassiea alba and B. 
nigra, better known under the generic name of Sinapis. Annual 
weedy-like plants of the Cabbage family (CrucifersB), found wild 
in this country, but extensively cultivated in some parts for their 
pungent seeds, which when ground, sifted, and properly prepared, 
form the table condiment Mustard. The mustard plant is also 
used as a salad, obtained by sowing the seeds thickly, and 
catting the young seedling plants when about 2 inches high. 
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Mustard Tree, the name of a tree thus described in the 
words of the New Testament : A grain of mustard seed, the 
least of all seeds ; but when it is grown, it is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and lodge in the branches thereof” (St. Matthew xiii. 31, 32, 
etc.) Bible commentators differ greatly as to what was the 
plant here spoken of; for although the translation from the 
Hebrew and Greek has been rendered into the English word 
Mustard, there is nevertheless no evidence in proof that it is 
the plant we call Mustard (Brasdca alba or nigra), which is 
above described as an annual weedy plant, seldom exceeding 2 
feet in height. Nevertheless, judging from the account of travel- 
lers, there is every reason to believe that it was the common 
mustard plant, which in Palestine attains, it is said, the height ^ 
of a horse and his rider, and even the height of 10 or 15 feet, 
thus verifying the words ** greatest of herbs.” Although only 
an annual, like most other Cruciferous plants, in autunm its 
branches become hard and rigid, and of sufficient strength to 
bear small birds which feed upon its seeds, and with spreading, 
rigid, naked branches, may well be called a tree. The late Dr. 
Koyle, however, endeavoured to show that the mustard tree of 
Scripture was a very different plant from the above, and consi- 
dered that it was more probably attributable to Salvadoraperdca, 
a thick-stemmed, soft- wooded tree belonging to the natural order 
Salvadoraceae, with simple stems growing to a height of about 
20 feet. Its fruits are berries like currants, and pungent like 
mustard. It is a native of Persia, extending to the hot valleys 
at the southern end of the Dead Sea. There is, however, much 
to be said against this view, one point being that as the Salva- 
dora growing there would not be known to the people of Galilee, 
it is not likely to have been the mustard tree of the parable. 

Mustard Weld or Charlock (Brassica Sinapistrum, better 
known as SiTiapis arvensis), a weedy annual, enlivening corn- 
fields with its bright yellow flowers. Its presence, however, is 
a sign of unsldlful cultivation. • The seeds are used for feeding 
caged birds. 
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Myan^wood, a name of the hard violet-scented wood of 
Acacia hamoUophylla^ native of New South Wales. 

MyrobalaiUl, a name given in India to the fruits of the 
genus Termifudia, large trees of the Myrobalan family (Com- 
hretaceae), common throughout India, IMalay, Fiji, and other 
islands of the Pacific. Their fruits are winged drupes containing 
a hard stone. T. heUerica and T. chehila are large trees, native 
of the Circars and Pegu forests of India, having narrow lance-like 
leaves growing in tufts at the top of the branches. Their wood 
is white and is used for house-building. Their chief importance 
is for their fruits, which are angular or slightly-winged dnipes, 
those of T, bdl^erica being oval, pentagonal, the size of a nutmeg, 
fleshy, and covered with a grey silky down containing a hard nut. 
The fruit of T. ckehula is oval, about an inch and a half long and 
an inch in diameter, smooth, of pale greenish yellow, having a 
considerable quantity of pulp ; the nut oblong, liard. Their 
properties are highly astringent, and they are used for tanning 
and dyeing black, for which purpose very lai^e quantities are 
annually imported. They make as good ink as oak galls. The 
kernels of the nuts are eaten by the natives, and taste like 
filberts, but in lai^e quantities they produce intoxication. 
T. catappa is a tree similar to the preceding, but differs in having 
broad elliptical leaves. The fruit, a drupe, is oval, oblong, com- 
pressed, smooth, having the mai^ins elevated, when ripe of a 
yellowish colour. The kernels are wholesome, and have the 
flavour of almonds. In Fiji it is a favourite tree with the natives, 
who call it Tavola, and plant it near their houses. 

Mjrrrh, a name applied to the plants of three very distinct 
families. First, Garden Myrrh {Myrrhis odoraid), a perennial 
herb of the Carrot family (Umbelliferse), native of Britain, and 
cultivated for its aromatic scent. Second, the Myrrh of the Bible, 
which is the product of two distinct plants — 1. The Myrrh 
carried by the Ishmeelites into Egypt, supposed by the best 
authorities to be the exudation of several species of rock- 
rose or gum CisiuB, shrubs of the Cistus family (Cistaceae), the 
principal being C. viUomu^ C. ereticua^ and C. aalvifolivs (aee 
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Ladanum). 2. Balsamodendron Myrrha^ a small tree of the 
family Amyridacese, growing in rocky places, and on limestone 
hills on the Somali coast of Africa. The balsam exudes naturally 
from the stems and branches, but more abundantly from arti- 
ficial incisions. It is a sticky white gum, which soon hardens, 
and is then collected. It is conveyed to Bombay, from whence 
it comes to this country. A similar product is also yielded by 
B, Kaiaf and B. Opohalsamum, Though much has been done 
of late years towards clearing up the identification of these 
plants, some uncertainty still exists regarding them. The gum 
is valued for its medicinal properties as well as for its perfume. 

M3rrtl6, Tasmanian. {See Beech.) 

Mjrrtle Tree {Myrtus communis), the typical representative 
of the Myrtle family (Myrtacefe). It is a native of Western 
Asia, common in Palestine, and has been introduced and become 
naturalised in Southern Europe. In favourable situations it 
forms a small tree 20 or more feet in height, but is often seen as a 
bushy shrub. Its wood is hard and mottled, often knotty, and 
is much esteemed in turnery. An oil is obtained from it, which 
is used in perfumery, as also the leaves, which constitute sachet 
powders, pot pourris, etc. Its fruit, which is a pulpy black 
berry, is used in some countries as an aromatic condiment. It 
was introduced into this country about 300 years ago, and in 
protected situations, such as on a south wall, it is sufficiently 
hardy to withstand the ordinary winters of the climate of Lon- 
don. The Myrtle is mentioned in the Bible, and is used by the 
Jews as an emblem in the Feast of the Tabernacle, but only 
sprigs of the variety having three leaves in a whorL 

NarciBsas, the botanical as also the familiar English name 
for a genus of bulbous plants of the Amaryllidaceae, of which 
the Daffodil (JVl pseudo-narcissus). Jonquil {N. jonquUla), the 
Poet’s Narcissus {Kpoeticus), Hoop-petticoat Narcissus {K hulbo- 
codium), and numerous other species, are patronised in this 
country for their early flowering. They are natives chiefly of 
Southern Europe. The Polyanthus Narcissus {N. Tazetta) is a 
native of Southern Europe and Western Asia, being abundant 
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in Palestine, and during the flowering season it is to be found 
in nearly every house, especially in Damascus. By some this 
is considered to be the Rose of Sharon, the original Hebrew 
word Bulb being translated Rose, and indeed a rosebud is 
something similar to the bulbs of this plant. 

Nard. (See Spikenard.) 

Nardoo (MarsUea niacropus), a perennial aquatic of the 
Pepperwort family (Marsileaceae), native of Australia ; its leaves 
are four-lobed, trefoil-like, borne on slender stalks 4 to 6 inches 
long, on which are produced the spore-cases. It occupies ex- 
tensive inundated tracts of land, and when dried up the spore- 
cases are found lying in great abundance like grains of wheat ; 
they are largely collected and eaten as food by the natives, 
and for some time constituted the only food to the survivors of 
the ill-fated Burke and Will’s expedition ; but it is devoid of 
nourishment It is represented in Eastern Europe by 3/. 
quadrifolicu 

Naseberry Tree, a name in the West Indies for Sapota 
Achras, a laige tree of the Star Apple family (Sapotaceae), com- 
mon in the West Indies and tropical America ; its fruit is called 
Sappodilla Plum; in shape and size it resembles a bergamot 
pear ; in colour it ls like the medlar, and like it, it is not eaten 
until it begins to decay ; it then loses its acrid milk, and becomes 
so sugary that many Europeans consider it too sweet. 

Narata^ a local Indian name for Juetida nasuta now 
separated as a distinct genus under the name of Bhinacanthm 
commtmis, a shrub of the Acanthad family (Acanthaceae). It 
is sparingly branched, attaining a height of 6 to 8 feet, having 
large, elliptical, opposite, entire leaves, and axillary spikes of 
small white flowers. It is common in many parts of India and 
other Eastern countries. Its wood and woody root are held in high 
repute as a cure for skin diseases. It has latterly attracted some 
attention in this coimtry under the name of Tong-pang-chong. 

Natal Plum, the fruit of Arduina Uspinosa^ a compact stiff 
spiny bush of the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae), with box-like 
leaves and small sweet-scented flowers, native of South Africa. 
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The fniita are oblong and drupe-like. In A. grandiflora, also 
known as the Natal Plum, the fruit is larger; it makes an 
excellent preserve. 

Natchnee, the Indian name for EUutiw coracana, an annual 
decumbent finger-grass, cultivated in some parts of India, Egypt, 
and Abyssinia as a corn-food. It is largely used in India. In 
Abyssinia it is called Tocussa. 

Necklace Tree. (See Bead Tree.) 

Nectarine. (See Peach.) 

Neem, or Nim (Mdia AzediraeK). (See Bead Tree.) 

Negro Pepper. (See Guinea Pepper.) 

Nelmnbium. (See Sacred Bean.) 

Nerdli, a name in France for a pomatum made of grease 
impregnated with orange flowers. The name is also applied to 
an oil obtained from certain kinds of oranges. 

Nettle, Common (Urtica dicied), a perennial herb of the 
family Urticacese, attaining a height of 2 to 5 feet ; although 
generally despised on account of its stinging nature, its stem is, 
however, known to possess an excellent fibre, which is used in 
many parts of Europe for making fishing-lines, cloth, eta Of 
late years it has become extensively cultivated in Germany, and 
by dressing, the fibre is made to become as fine as sUk. The 
young shoots of the Nettle are eaten as a wholesome vegetable. 
U. cannabina of North America yields a good fibre known as 
Kentucky Hemp. 

Nettle Tree (Celtis aitstralis), a tree of the Elm family 
(Ulmacese), 30, 40, or more feet high, native of Southern 
Europe and Mediterranean coast of North Africa. In some 
parts of France and Germany it is planted as an ornamental 
tree ; its wood is hard, and is used for furniture-making. As a 
genus it differs from Ulmm by having a small black berry, 
which is delicious and wholesome, and is eaten in some parts. 
It is believed by some to be the Lotos of the ancients (tee 
Lotos). In Greece it is called Honeybeny. There are several 
other species, natives of North America, such as the Ebckberry 
and Sogarbeny (Oelti$ enut^elia), a fine species forming large 
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forests in some parts of the United States, having eatable fruit 
about &e size of a pea. 

Nettle Tree, Aiutralian. — ^There are many species of arbor- 
escent tree nettles, one of the most conspicuous being Urtica 
gigat, a tree of New South Wales, which attains a height of 
from 70 to 80 feet. The trunk is often swollen at the base, 
forming buttresses many feet in diameter. It has large heart- 
shaped leaves, the effects of which (when touched) are not easily 
forgotten ; cattle coming in contact with them become furious. 
The wood is porous, and even lighter than cork. U. photiniphyUa 
is a laige much -branched tree, native of Queensland, having 
elliptical shining leaves with scattered irritant prickles. U. 
moroides is a thick-stemed tree with small cordate leaves, native 
of tropical Australia, a most virulent stinger. The three species 
were introduced into Kew about sixty years ago. 

Ngai Camphor. {See Camphor.) 

Nihong, or Wibong, the Malayan name for Oruosperma 
JUanurUosa, a tall, slender, smooth-stemmed, wing-leaved palm, 
attaining a height of 40 to 50 feet. It differs but little from 
Areca. It is the cabbage palm of Borneo. The stems are used 
for posts in house-building, and when split for rafters, etc. 

Nicaragoa-wood, the wood of Ccegalpinia echiiuUa. (See 
Sappan-wood.) 

Nicker Nuts. (See Bonduc.) 

Niger-aeed Oil (See Ramtil Oil.) 

Nightshade, Deadly (Atropa lelladonna), a strong-growing 
perennial of the Potato family (Solanacese), native of this country 
and throughout Europe. It attains a height of about 3 feet, 
having broad oval leaves of a lurid colour, and a heavy mawkish 
smell, and solitary flowers of a brownish yellow, which are suc- 
ceeded by a black berry closely seated on the wide-spreading 
calyx ; it is about the size of a small cherry, and when ripe has 
a glistening and enticing appearance and sweetish taste, but is 
extremely poisonous, fatal consequences having occurred through 
its being sold by m is t a k e, even in the streets of London, for 
blackberries. The whole plant is poisonous, the principle of 
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which is termed Atropine, but it is a useful and powerful 
medicine when properly used. Like henbane, it has the power 
of dilating the pupil of the eye. It is also called Dwal, and in 
olden times Dwal Water was a favourite with ladies for remov- 
ing freckles, hence its name Bella donna, meaning Fair Lady. 

Nipa {Nipa fnUicaTis), a remarkable plant growing in the 
salt marshes of the Malayan Archipelago. It was at one time 
classed amongst the palms, but is now included with the Ivory 
Nut Palm in the family Phytelephaseae, and placed near Pan- 
danacese. The stem is about a foot thick, and lengthens in a 
decumbent position in the mud, sending up winged leaves from 
its apex, which attain a height of 8 to 12 feet. The most 
remarkable part of this plant is its fruit, which is of an oval form 
2 or 3 inches in length, similar to and presumed to be the same 
as the fossil fruits found in the mud on the Island of Sheppey 
at the mouth of the Thames. 

Nitre Bush. — Nitraria Schoheri, A" tridentata, and N. BU- 
lardieri, three closely-allied plants, but probably only forms of 
one species. They are natives of the salt plains of Siberia, 
region of the Caspian, Syria, and North Africa. They are 
stiff, rigid, thorny shrubs, with tliick, fleshy, simple leaves, the 
whole presenting a forbidding aspect. They have tufts of small 
flowers and fruits like the gooseberry, are sweet, and are 
supposed by some to be the fruit that sweetened the waters of 
Marah, mentioned in Exodus, but there is no good ground for 
this supposition, only that the fruits are abundant about Marah. 
The genus Nitraria is placed by Hooker and Bentham in the 
Bean Caper family (Zygophyllacem), and is by some Greek 
writers supposed to be the Lotos of the ancients. {Su Lotos.) 

Nitta, or Nutta, a native name in Africa for Parkiaa/ricana, 
a tree of the Mimosa section of the Bean family (Legnminosse). 
It attains a height of 40 feet, having compound winged leaves, 
consisting of many leaflets. It is a native of Western tropical 
Africa and some parts of India, and has become naturalised in 
the West Indies. The pods grow in bandies, each containing 
about 15 seeds, embedded in a yellowish sweet pulp, of whidi 
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the negroes are very fond. In Soudan the seeds are roasted as 
we roast coffee, then bruised and placed in water, which subse- 
quently ferments, and is allowed to remain till it becomes putrid, 
the seeds are then well washed and pounded, and the powder 
made into little cakes, which are used as a sauce for all kinds of 
food, but to Europeans the smell is very disagreeable. The 
farinaceous matter surrounding the seeds is made into a pleasant 
drink, and they also make it into a kind of sweetmeat. It bears 
the English name of the African Locust Tree, and in botany 
is named after the African traveller Mungo Park, who first 
brought it into notice. 

Nopal, the name in Mexico for the plant on which the 
cochineal insect breeds (OpuTiiia cochindli/era), a species of the 
Cactus family. It is extensively cultivated in Mexico, especially 
at Oaxaca. The plantations are called Nopaleries ; some con- 
tain at least 50,000 plants, arranged in rows. It grows about 8 
to 10 feet high, and has a tree-like appearance. Its stem and 
older branches are nearly cylindrical, and different from most 
species of Opuntia, in being spineless and of an ash-grey 
colour. The young branches, usually called joints, are flat and 
of an oblong or obovate form, varying from 5 to 6 inches to a 
foot in length; of a deep-green colour. The cochineal insect 
belongs to the order Hemipterse, the males having wings and 
the females none. It is nearly allied to the mealy bug, 
common in hothouses, or to the blight on apple trees, the 
female being enveloped in white flocky matter. In time the 
whole of the upper part of the plant becomes enveloped in this 
flock, under which the female are crowded. When full grown 
they are of a red colour, and are then brushed off and killed by 
the heat of the sun or hot water. They are then the C!ochi- 
neal of commerce. According to the celebrated traveller 
Humboldt, the quantity in his time exported from Oaxaca alone 
was valued at £500,000. It is now cultivated in Brazil and 
oth^ parts of America, and has been introduced into Madeira, 
Teneriffis, and the Canaries, fimn whence a conriderable quantify 
comes to this country; but Mexico still produces the greatest 
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quantity and the finest kind. The importation from all sources 
for the year 1880 amounted to 27,463,722 lbs. Its importance 
consists in its furnishing the finest crimson dye, and it is the 
source of the colour known as Carmine. 

Noyau, a name in France of a liqueur said to be prepared 
from the kernels of Cerasus occidentalis, a tree of the Plum 
family (Drupaceae), native of Jamaica, where it is called Laurel. 
It is more than probable that the kernels of the common cherry 
are also used in the preparation of Noyau, and it is said that 
a species of Convolvulus {0. dissectus) furnishes material from 
which the liqueur is made. Noyau is chiefly used for flavour- 
ing confectionery. 

Nutmeg {Myristica frcu/rans), a small branching tree of 
the family Myristicacese, attaining a height of 20 or 30 
feet. It is extensively cultivated in the Molucca and other 
islands of the Malayan Archipelago and in India, The firuit 
is about the size of a walnut, consisting of a rather thick fleshy 
skin, containing a single nut, which on the fruit opening is seen 
to be enveloped in a red net-like covering (aril), which is the 
Mace, the kernel being the Nutmeg of conunerce. M, fatua 
is cultivated in Brazil The fruit of this is longer than the true 
Nutmeg, and is sold in this country under the name of Long 
Nutmegs. JIf. otdba and other species, cultivated in the Philip- 
pines and Madagascar, occasionally come to this coimtry for 
sale. An oil is extracted from the nuts called Oil of Mace; 
the bark stains red. In Malacca and Penang the Nutmeg has 
been extensively cultivated, but during the last few years the 
trees have been attacked by a disease which has destroyed 
whole plantations, for which no remedy has yet been found. 
Myristica sebifera is a large tree 50 to 60 feet high, common in 
the forests of Guiana, North Brazil, and Panama. By macera- 
tion of the nuts in water, a solid oil is obtained, which is used 
in candlemaking. 

The fruits of several species of the Laurel fieimily are called 
Nutmegs. 

1. Nectandra Fuchury^ a tree, native of Guiana. The 
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fruit is aromatic, the cotyledons are the Puchuiim Beans of 
commerce. 

2. AcTodidiiium camara^ a tree, native of Guiana, produces 
the nut known by the name of Ackawai Nutmegs. It is highly 
valued as a cure for colic and dysentery. 

3. Aydendron Cujumary^ a tree, native of Guiana, producing 
an aromatic nut known by the name of Cujumary Beans, which 
are esteemed as tonic and stimulating. 

4. Agathophyllum aromaticumy a tree, native of Madagascar. 
The fruit is known by the name of Clove Nutmeg. 

5. Cryptocarya moschatay a large tree, native of Brazil Its 
fruit is aromatic, called Brazilian Nutmeg. Although the nuts 
of these trees are called Nutmegs, they are, however, but a poor 
substitute for the true Nutmeg. 

Nutmegi Peruvian. {See Sassafras, Chilian.) 

Nutmeg, Stinking {Torreya myruticci)y a small tree of the 
Yew family (Taxaceas), native of California, attaining a height 
of 20 to 30 feet. It has received the name of Stinking Nutmeg 
or Stinking Yew on account of the leaves and wood emitting a 
disagreeable odour when bruised or burnt. It is also known by 
the name of California Nutmeg on account of the kernel of its 
fruit being about the size of, and ruminated like that of, the 
true Nutmeg, but it possesses no aroma. 

Nux Vomica {Strych'iioa Nux - vomica)y a small straggling 
branched tree of the Strychnos family (Loganiaceai), native of 
India. It has sessile leaves, with several strongly-marked veins 
running from the base to the apex. The flowers are small, and 
the fruit resembles an orange, but has a hard rind, and contains 
numerous round flat seeds, like broad beans embedded in pulp, 
and when diy covered with white silky hairs. Tliey contain 
two most deadly poisons, Strychnine and Brucine ; but the pulp 
is harmless. The bark and roots are extremely bitter, and are 
jGavourite remedies amongst the natives for snake-bites, and are 
also used in fevers. The seeds or beans, as they are called, 
chiefly come from the East Indies. Forty years ago the extent 
of the annual importation was only about 600 lbs. ; it now 
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amounts to about 6000 cwts. In consequence of these large im- 
portations of Nux Vomica, it has been thought that it was 
used by brewers to give a bitter taste to ales. This, however, has 
been disproved, but, as the consumption for medicinal purposes 
is but small, it is still unknown to what use the bulk is put 

Oak. — This name is typically represented by numerous 
species of the genus Qicerctis of the family Cupuliferae. About 
20 species of other families are also called Oak, all of which will 
be found noticed under their respective vernacular names. 

The following is a brief notice of the principal economic 
species : — 

1. Black American, also called Black Jack (jQ. nigra), a tree 
attaining a height of about 30 feet, having a very black bark, 
native of North America. 

2. Belote (Q, Ballota), an evergreen tree 20 or 30 feet high, 
native of Southern Europe and North Africa, also of Palestine. 
Its acorns are large and sweet, forming an important article of 
food, either raw or boiled. Ornaments are made of the cups. 

3. Black {Q, tinctoria), a deciduous tree, attaining a height 
of 80 to 100 feet, native of the United States. Its bark is 
black, and is used for tanning and for dyeing leather a brilliant 
yellow, which is effected by a principle contained in the bark 
called Quercitrine. 

4. British {Q, sessilijlora and Q. peduncuiata), forms or varieties 
of Q. Bobur. These two forms are found to differ in the quality of 
the timber, and in the acorns of the first being without a foot- 
stalk, while in the second they hang loose. Both are natives of 
this country and throughout Middle and Northern Europe. The 
Oak was venerated by the Druids, and in ancient parks some 
trees have attained a great size and age. The principal use of 
Oak timber is for shipbuilding. The wood of Q. sessilijlora is 
heaviest and toughest, that of Q. pedunculaia being like chest- 
nut is much used by cabinetmakers for ornamental work. Oak 
bark is used for tanning leather, and of all the substances known 
for that purpose that can be had in quantity British Oak bark is 
found to be the best ; but the home supply falls fer short of the 
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demand, laige quantities being imported from the Continent. 
It is also of great value in the preparation of dyes. The spent 
bark of tan- works is of little value as manure ; it ferments and 
maintains heat a long time, and on that account is used in hot- 
houses chiefly for the cultivation of pine apples. But since the 
introduction of improved means of cultivation it is but little 
used. 

5. Champion, or Red Oak {Q, ruhrcC), an ornamental tree with 
large lobed leaves of a reddish colour, native of North America. 
The bark is comparatively smooth, of a dark colour, and very 
thick. The wood is considered of excellent quality. It enters 
laigely into the manufactures of the countr}^ but its scarcity 
prevents its being much imported. 

6. Cork (Q. Suher), a common tree throughout all parts of 
Southern Europe. It has a thick bark, from which corks and 
bungs are made. Large quantities of tliis bark are imported 
from Spain. When the tree is nine or ten years old, the outer 
rough bark cracks, and the inner layer gradually thickens, and 
at the expiration of another six or seven years is sufficiently 
thick for removaL This is effected by cutting a slit in the bark 
from the top to the bottom of the stem of the tree, and a slit 
round the tree at each end in the proper season, the bark then 
readily slips off. It is afterwards flattened by soaking in water, 
and is finally dried, when it is ready for exportation, and for the 
use of the corkmaker. 

7. Durmast, a name applied to Q. puhesccns, recorded in 
Hortus ITewensis as a native of England, but considered to be a 
variety of Q. Bobur. 

8. Dyer^s {Q, tinctaria), (See Black Oak above.) 

9. Kermes (Q. cocct/era), a small eveigreen tree, native of the 
countries bordering on the Mediterranean, also of Palestine. A 
bag-like insect (Coccus ilicU), infests the trees, covering them 
with a fiocky matter similar to the apple tree blight The 
insect is extensively collected and yields a scarlet dye nearly 
equal to cochineal, and is the scarlet ” mentioned in Scripture. 

10« lire (Q. virene), an eveigreen tree, 30 to 40 feet high, 
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native of the Southern United States, used in this country as an 
ornamental tree. 

11. Eed. {See Champion.) 

12. Swamp {Q, Prinus), a tree, attaining a height of 80 to 90 
feet, native of Carolina and other Southern States of America. 

13. Valonia {Q, jEgilops), a handsome tree, attaining a 
height of 30 to 40 feet, native of Southern Europe and the 
Levant. The acorn cups contain a great quantity of tannin, 
and several thousand tons are annually imported into this 
country from Smyrna and other parts, used chiefly for tanning, 
dyeing, and making ink. 

14. Willow {Q, Phello8\ a tree, in good soil attaining a 
height of 60 to VO feet, but in poor soil it remains a shrub, only 
a few feet high. Native of North America, grown in this 
country as an ornamental tree. 

15. Wainscot, or Turkey Oak, also called Mossy cup Oak 
{Q, Ccrris\ a large and handsome tree, generally with spreadiUg 
branches, native of the South of Europe, and introduced into 
this country about 120 years ago. Its wood is much used in 
turnery and cabinet-work, 

16. Mongolia. — Q. mongolica, Q. dentata^ trees said to be 
similar to our conmion Oak, natives of Northern China, where 
extensive tracts of hill country are covered with them. A 
kind of silkworm feeds upon the leaves. 

17. Evergreen {Q, Ilex)^ native of Southern Europe, intro- 
duced to this country about the end of the sixteenth century, 
where it forms an ornamental evergreen bush, 20 to 30 feet high, 
seldom becoming a single - stemmed tree, unless early trained 
with that view. In severe winters it is much injured. It is 
also known by the name of Holm Oak. 

18. Abram’s Oak of Mamre ($. psevd(Hx>ecif€r (£)^ — A fine 
specimen of this grows on the spot where it is supposed the tree 
stood imder which Abraham entertained the three angels, but 
what that tree was cannot be ascertained. It is believed that if 
any person cuts or maims the present tree he will lose his first* 
bom son. This Oak is of moderate height^ haying a trunk 23 
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feet in girth, and 90 feet spread of branches ; and although it has 
the appearance of being a very old tree, yet it could scarcely 
have been in existence in the time of Abraham. In the winter 
of 1856-7 it suffered the loss of a large limb, which was broken 
off by a heavy fall of snow. 

Oaks aboimd from the equator north through Central America, 
Mexico, and northward into Canada. Several Mexican and 
other southern species have been introduced, but do not prove 
hardy. The North American species are large handsome trees, 
some being more than 100 feet in height. Most of them are 
hardy, and have been well known in this country for more than 
a hundred years, many being very ornamental. About a dozen 
species have been introduced from Northern India, but they are 
not suflSciently hardy to live in the open air in this country. 
Several have also lately been introduced from J apan and China, 
but their qualities have not yet been ascertained. 

OaJk, She, a name in Australia for the species of the genus 
Camarina, of which there are about 20; they represent the 
Beef-wood family (Casuarinacefie). They are widely distributed 
throughout the islands of the Indian Archipelago and Pacific 
Ocean. They are leafless trees, with slender cord-like, generally 
pendulous branches, which are striated with sheathing joints, 
having much resemblance to the genus Equiactum (weedy plants 
called Horsetails). Flowers inconspicuous; male flowers in 
spikes or catkins ; female flowers in compact heads, becoming a 
woody cone about an inch in length, with many cells, each con- 
taining a small-winged hut-fruit, which by ordinary observers 
is called the seed. On being made wet and viewed through a 
microscope it is seen to be densely covered with beautiful spiral 
vessels. CamaHna eqviaetifolia and C. torvlom are the most 
common. In Australia they are known by the names of Swamp 
Oak, She Oak, Forest Oak, and also (on account of the appear- 
ance of their wood) Beef-wood. Their pendulous branches 
and sombre appearance have brought them into special notice 
for planting in cemeteries; their wood is hard, and is some- 
times known as Ironwood, It is used by the natives for 
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making their war clubs, and for many other purposes, as it takes 
a fine polish. Their bark furnishes a dye, and the burnt ash is 
made into soap. 

C. muricaia, native of South India, is valued for its showy 
wood ; its weight, however, forms an objection to its use. 

Oak Sails {Quercm infectoria), a tree, native of the Levant, 
It produces the best Galls of commerce, which are used in 
the manufacture of ink, and for dyeing purposes. They are 
extraneous productions caused by the puncture of an insect, 
a species of cynips, laying its eggs on the leaves and twiggy 
branches of the tree, causing an unnatural growth, that becomes 
a Gall, and contains the pupa of the future insect. They are 
found abundant on oak trees in this country, well known as Oak 
Apples, but not of the quality to be useful. They are injurious 
to the trees.' 

Oat (Avena sativa), an annual corn-grass of which there are 
many varieties, supposed to have in process of time originated 
from the Wild Oat {A.fatua), Pliny and Dioscorides mention 
it ^ being early known in Greece. It is extensively cultivated 
in Middle and Northern Europe to the 60th degree of North 
latitude. Its entire grains form an important article of horse 
food, and when ground, which removes the outer skin or husk, 
they become oatmeal, which is used for making porridge and oat- 
cakes, and forms a staple and nutritious food greatly used by the 
people in Scotland. The entire grain cleared of its skin and 
dried becomes the Emden Groats of the shops. By the grinding 
and dressing of the meal the skins or husks of the grain are 
removed, and may be considered useless ; but €ts there is always 
more or less of the fine farina attached to them they are utilised 
under the name of seeds for making the Scottish dish called 
Sowans. The preparation consists in placing a quantity of seeds 
in a tub or other large vessel, and pouring on them a quantity 
of water. The vessel is then covered up and allowed to stand 
two or three weeks. During that time the seeds are frequently 
stirred up. The water then b^omes of a turbid nature, and at 
' Oak Manna (see Willow), 
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* the end of the above time it is sour, and is passed through a 
strainer. The seeds are thus retained, and the milky liquid is 
now ready for making sowans, which is done by putting a 
quantity of the milky fluid in a pot and placing it on a slow 
fire, and as it gets hot it requires to be continually stirred, and it 
gradually thickens. When sufficiently thick, it is poured into 
vessels, and eaten hot or cold with milk and butter, and is 
the common supper in many rural districts of Scotland. In 
olden times sowans formed the afternoon refreshment to reapers 
in the harvest -field. It is cool and refreshing, pleasantly 
acid, and perfectly wholesome. The awn of the Wild Oat is 
long and rigid, and extremely sensitive to the changes of the 
atmosphere, as regards moisture ; but it soon loses its hygrometric 
property. 

Oca» a name for the tubers of Oxalis crcnata and 0. tuherosay 
herbs of the Oxalis family (Oxalidacese), natives of Bolivia. 
Their tubers are farinaceous, and used by the natives as food. 

Ochro, a name in the West Indies for the seed-vessels of 
Hibiscm esculentus. They are very mucilaginous, and used for 
thickening soup. They are also used in the East Indies and in 
many tropical countries for a similar purpose. 

Oil-cake. {See Flax, Cotton, Rape.) 

Oil of Bhodiuxn, an oil obtained from the wood of 
Bhodcrrhiza scoparius and B. floridus, which is said to be 
used in adulterating attar of roses. They are climbing shrubs 
of the Bindweed family (Convolvulaceae), natives of the Canary 
Islands. On account of the scent, their wood is called Rose- 
wood. It is now very rare. 

Old Man’s Beard. {See Moss, American.) 

Oleander {Neriwm Oleander)^ a handsome evergreen shrub of 
the Dogbane family (Apocjmaceae), native of the Levant, and 
naturalised in the South of Europe. It has been cultivated in 
this country for 300 years, and, with the Myrtle and Orange, 
was one of our first greenhouse plants. It is highly orna- 
mental, and has very fragrant flowers. It grows abundantly in 
the valley of the Jordan, and when in flower is very beautifuL 
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It is considered by some Bible commentators to be one of the 
“ willows of the brook.” The whole of the plant is poisonous, 
and it is recorded that soldiers in Spain were poisoned through 
their meat being roasted on spits made of the peeled stem. 

Oleaster {El<mgnus arigudifolia and E. orimtalisy now con- 
sidered as one species under the name of E. horiensis), a 
small tree of the Oleaster family (Elaeagnacese), growing from 
16 to 20 feet high, having hoary willow-like leaves, and small 
yellow flowers, which perfume the air for a considerable distance. 
It is a native of Southern Europe and Western Asia, forming a 
scrub in the desert. The berries are dried by the Arabs and 
made into cakes, and are supposed to have formed part of the 
merchandise that the Ishmeelites carried into Egypt. The berries 
are known by the name of Trebizond Dates. 

Olibanum. {See Frankincense.) 

Olive {Olea eurojpeed), a small tree of the Olive family (Olea- 
cese). Although this receives the specific name of europcea, yet it 
is doubtful whether it was originally native of Europe ; but it 
is well known to be a native of Western Asia. It is recorded 
to have been introduced into Italy (578 B.o.) It is a small, 
shrub-like, branching eveigreen tree, somewhat spiny, having 
smooth or slightly hoaiy stiff leaves, about the size and shape of 
tea-leaves, producing in their axils tufts of small white flowers, 
followed by an oblong drupe or berry-like fruit, bluish black 
when ripe. It is a very long-lived tree, growing in the most 
barren dry places, and is extensively cultivated in aU countries 
bordering on the Mediterranean. Olive Oil is obtained by 
expression from the pulp of the fruit, and is imported to this 
country from Italy and other ports of the Mediterranean. 
Salad or Florence Oil comes in flasks enclosed in wickerwork. 
The green unripe fruits are pickled, and form a considerable 
article of trade. The oil produced from the olive plantations of 
Palestine formed a lucrative article of trade with the Tyrians. 
In 1 Kings it is stated that Solomon gave Hiram, King of 
Tyre, ** twenty measures of pure oil” In the present day 
Hebron is celebrated for its Olive orchards. Bepent travellers 
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describe seven Olive trees as growing at Gethsemane, which, 
judging from their description, is sufficient to warrant the sup* 
position that they were trees at the time Christ went as He 
was wont to the Mount of Olives/* One of the chief trades 
with Jerusalem in the present day consists of chaplets and 
small toy articles, many of which are made of Olive wood, A 
branch of Olive wood is considered an emblem of peace. It 
may be said that the Olive tree is now cultivated in most 
countries favourable to its growth for the sake of its oil ; its 
principal use being for food, making soap, dressing wooUen cloth, 
and lubricating macliinery. The following will be sufficient to 
give an idea of the extent of its use : — At Nice the Olive 
orchards occupy upwards of 15,000 acres, and in good years the 
estimated produce is 180,000 to 200,000 gallons. Equal quan- 
tities are produced in other parts of the South of France, 
Italy, and other Mediterranean countries of Europe. In Tunis 
5,000,000 Olive trees are grown, which yield an annual average 
of 44,000 tons of oil, of wliich one-fifth comes to Great Britain. 
In Persia the Olive groves are said to yield 100,000 cwts. of 
fruit ; large quantities are used in the country, and also 
crushed for the oil for the manufacture of soap. Tlie Olive 
trees of Provence are at the present time (1880) threatened 
with a scourge, which may prove as disastrous as the phylloxera 
has to the vine. It is caused by an insect {Daiums olea), 
which lays its eggs in the young fruit, causing it to fall before 
maturity. 

Olive, Wild Barbadoes {Bontia daphnmdes), a small tree of 
the Myoporad family (Myoporineae), native of many parts of 
the sea-shore in the West Indies, Its resemblance to the olive 
tree has led to its being called by the above nama It possesses 
no special properties. 

Olive-wood, a name in New South Wales for Elocodendron 
inUgrifolia and E. austrcUe^ trees of the Spindle Tree family 
(Celastraceae). The first is a large tree, abundant in the forests 
of P^ and about Bangoon ; the second is a native of New 
South Wales, and attains a height of 30 to 40 feet, with a 
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diameter of 8 to 14 inches. The timber of both is hard and white, 
adapted for fancy and cabinet work. 

Onion {Allium Cepa), Leek {A. Porrum), Garlic (A. mtimtm), 
biennial cultivated esculents of the lily family (liliaceae). It 
is scarcely necessary to describe these useful and well-known 
esculents. Their use is of great antiquity, for we read that 
leeks, onions, and garlic were cultivated in Egypt in the time 
of Moses ; and they appear to have been highly esteemed by the 
ancient Egyptians, as Herodotus relates that in his time (b.c. 
413) there was an inscription on the great pyramid (1062), 
stating that a sum amounting to 1600 talents had been paid for 
onions and garlic which had been supplied to the workmen 
during its erection. Presuming the talent to be the Greek, the 
value in English money would be £428,800. In course of time 
they found their way to Western nations. It is recorded that 
the Leek is found wild in Switzerland. 

Onion, Welsh {A. fistulomm), a strong -rooted perennial, 
producing numerous erect, hollow, sharp-pointed leaves, a foot or 
more in length, native of Siberia, recorded to have been intro- 
duced in 1629, and cultivated in gardens under the name of 
Welsh Onion; but how it came to receive that name is not 
known. It is not in much repute as a culinary vegetable. 

Opium. {Sec Poppy.) 

Opopanax, a gum-resin produced by Opopanax chironium, 
formerly known as Pdstiuaca opopanax, thus showing its affinity 
to the garden parsnip. It belongs to the Carrot and Fennel 
family (Umbellifene). It attains a height of 6 or 7 feet, fur- 
nished with bipinnate leaves and cordate segments, and com- 
pound lunbels of yellow flowers; native of Southern Europe. 
The plant yields a milky juice, which hardens and becomes a 
gum-resin, having properties similar to Gum Ammoniacum. It 
was at one time held in high repute, but is now little used 
medicinally. 

Opuntia. {See Indian Fig.) 

Orache, or Sea Purslane {Atriplex Salimus), a low shrub 
of the Spinach family (Chenopodiaceae), with succulent leaves ; 
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native of the South of Europe and Western Asia, growing in 
desert places. It is supposed to be the plant spoken of in the 
book of Job as ** Mallows.” 

A. pcrtvlaeoides is a shrubby species similar to the last, 
and abundant on the southern coasts of this country. It is 
mucOaginous, of the nature of spinach. 

Orange {dtrm AurarUium), a low, much-branched tree of 
the Orange family (Aurantiaceae), found wild in Western and 
Upper India, and early cultivated in Persia, from thence intro- 
duced to the countries of the Mediterranean and to Italy about 
the ninth century. Like other plants long cultivated by man, 
many varieties have sprung up, such as the Blood, or Malta 
Orange, which has a red rind and flesh. The Mandarin is also a 
small, rather flat fruit, which when ripe readily separates from 
the skin. It is very rich and sweet, and is extensively grown 
and highly prized in China. The Bergamot is a small Orange, 
from which an essence is obtained called Bergamot OiL It is 
largely made in Sicily. Besides the sweet varieties of the com- 
mon Orange, there is a kind called the Bitter or Seville Orange ; 
this is largely employed for making marmalade, candied orange 
peel, and a bitter tincture. From the Sweet Orange wine is 
made. The Orange tree is largely cultivated in most countries 
on both sides of the Mediterranean, and its fruit forms an exten- 
sive article of commerce. Oranges come to this country princi- 
pally from ports in the Mediterranean, Spain, Portugal, and the 
Azores, those of St. MichaePs being of a very fine quality. The 
total quantity of oranges and lemons imported into this country 
from all ports in 1880 amounted to 3,676,249 bushels, value 
£1,469,124 The Oranges for export have to be gathered 
before they are perfectly ripe, and on that account their true 
flavour is not known to those who eat them in this country. 
In France and other parte Orange trees are much cultivated for 
the sake of their flowers, from which is distilled Orange flower 
water. The Orange tree attains a great age, those in the 
groves in some parts of Spain being more than 600 years old, 
some individual trees having been known to produce 6000 fruits 
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in one year. At Nice, where the Orange flourishes in the open 
air, a tree is recorded to have grown to the height of 50 feet, 
with a trunk that required the anus of two men to embrace it. 
The Orange also attains a great age even under artificial culti- 
vation ; one growing in a box at Versailles, in France, is said 
to have been sown in 1421. The wood of the Orange resembles 
boxwood in density and colour. The tree has become naturalised 
as well as cultivated in the United States, especially in Florida, 
where there are extensive groves, occupying a tract of country 
between the latitudes 27° and 29° North, which is said to contain 
20,000,000 trees, and vast quantities of the fruit are sent to all 
parts of the United States, but the quantity falls short of the 
demand. Large quantities are imported from Sicily, and even 
from the island of Tahiti, from whence in 1869 eleven vessels, 
having a total tonnage of 1468 tons, conveyed cargoes of oranges 
to San Francisco, and from thence by rail they are distributed 
throughout the United States, even to the towns of the Atlantic. 
Orange trees have within the last fifty years been introduced 
into and cultivated with success in the Australian colonies. 

Orange-root. (See Yellow-root.) 

Orchil (Boccella tindoria), a foUaceous species of Lichen, 
growing in tufts on rocks. It is from 2 to 6 inches long, and 
varies much in breadth, which has led to several of the more 
distinct forms being regarded as species. It is found in all parts 
of the world, conducive to plant life, even on the dry rocks of 
Aden, and is abundant on the rocky shores of this country, 
often growing on perpendicular cliffs, from which situation it is 
collected, men being lowered with ropes for that purpose. It 
has been extensively used in dyeing, and originally it formed a 
valuable article of commerce. The average annual imports 
amounted at one time to 6000 tons, but like many other things 
of the past, lichen dyes are now being superseded by fine 
dyes obtained from coal-tar. The delicate chemical test called 
Litmus is obtained from this and other lichens. 

Many other lichens resembling the Bocedla in habit, but 
growing on trees, are found in this country. Bamalina Jraxmea 
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and Rfarinaeea are most common, and generaUy their growth 
denotes unhealthy forest v^etation. They yield but a small 
amount of colouring matter. 

Orchis, the name of a Linnman genus, and the type of an 
extensive family of plants termed Orchidaceae, generally spoken 
of as Orchids. The number of known species exceeds 3000. 
They are hmnd more or less abundantly in all temperate and 
tropical countries ; the greater number are epiphytal — ^that is, 
growing on trees; some grow on rocks, and a considerable 
number are perennial herbs, with tuberous roots growing in 
the ground, of which 42 are natives of Britain. Although the 
species are numerous, few possess economic properties ; the 
principal being Vanilla (which see), and a few of those with 
tuberous roots yield Salep (which see). Orchids have, during 
the last fifty years, become highly patronised as curious and 
showy garden plants, and to obtain them plant collectors are 
specially sent to their respective countries ; and they have thus 
become important trade plants. Hothouses have been specially 
adapted for their cultivation, and they form an important and 
attractiv^e feature in all horticultural exhibitions ; and some 
special kinds realise high prices — even at public sales £500 and 
£600 has been realised in one day ; but this, during the last 
year (1881), has been surpassed by the sale of an amateur’s col- 
lection, which occupied several days, and which realised over 
£5538, some individual plants being sold for £20, £50, 
and £100, and even more. The species thus patronised are, 
however, few, in all not exceeding one hundred, consisting of 
species of the genera Aerides, SaccoMium, Vanda, Dendrohium, 
Phalcenopsis, Angrcecum, OdorUoglosmm, Cattleya^ Stanhopca, 
Cypnpedium, and a few others. This presents a strong contrast 
to the first notice of Orchids as garden plants. In the eighth 
edition of Miller’s Gardmer's l>ictianary of 1768, under " Epi- 
dendrum,^ he says : — " But as the plants cannot, by any art yet 
known, be cultivated in the ground, it would be to little purpose 
to enumerate them, though, could the plants be brought to 
thrive, many of them produce very fine flowers of uncommon 
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form ” He further says that he had “ three species sent from 
America, which he planted with care in pots and placed them 
in a stove, where they showed their flowers, but the plants soon 
after perished.” However, in time their cultivation became 
understood, and new species continued to be introduced, chiefly 
from the West Indies and Brazil ; and in the second edition of 
Hortus Kewensis (1813), 84 exotic species are recorded, and in 
1850 the collection in the Eoyal Gardens, Kew, numbered 830 
species, the greater number of which were considered only as 
botanical curiosities. For the curious forms and movements 
see Darwin's book on Orchids. 

Ordeal Bean of Old Calabar. (See Calabar Bean.) 

Ordeal Tree of Madagascar (Tanghinia or Cerbera veneni- 
fera\ a soft-wooded, small tree of the Dogbane family (Apocy- 
naceae), with stiff branches and elliptical lanceolate leaves 4 or 5 
inches in length, generally in tufts at tlie apex of the branches, 
and leaving a prominent mark or scar on falling away. It has 
pretty, wliitish-pink flowers, and produces a fleshy, fibrous drupe 
about the size of a magnum bonum plum, containing a hard stone- 
like seed, the kernel of which is highly poisonous. In Madagascar 
persons suspected of crime are made to swallow a small portion 
of the kernel, and if they die from its effects are supposed to be 
guilty. It is said to produce death in twenty minutes. Con- 
demned criminals are also put to death by simply being pricked 
with a lance dipped in the juice of the kernels. 

Orris-root. — Iris jlormtina^ I. gerinanica^ and L pallida, 
species of the Iris famOy (Iridace<ne). They belong to the group 
having thick creeping rhizomes, native of the South of Europe. 
These rhizomes have a strong smell of violets, and form the 
sweet-smelling Orris used in perfumery. (See Iris.) 

Osage Orange (Madura auranUiaca), tree of the Mulberry 
family (Moraceae), native of North America. It is a straggling 
tree, which, on account of its strong spines, is often used as a 
hedge plant ; it is hardy in this country, and forms with us a low 
shrub. The fruit (so called) consists of a firm fleshy globose 
receptacle the size and colour of. an orange, but is not eatable. 
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Osier (Salix viminalis), a small tree of the Willow family 
(Salicaoese). This plant, together with other species of Salix, 
furnishes the Osiers used for basket-making, and although much 
cultivated in this country, the supply is not sufficient to meet the 
demand, laige quantities being yearly imported from Holland. 

Oswego Meal {See Maize.) 

Oswego Tea (Monarda didyma), a perennial herb of the 
Mint family (Labiatce), attaining a height of 1 to 2 feet, having 
whorled heads of fine scarlet flowers. It is a native of North 
America ; the leaves have been used as a substitute for tea. 

Otaheite Apple, called by the natives Vi, the fruit of 
Spondias dvleis, a tree of the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiacese). 
It abounds in most of the Polynesian islands, and has been intro- 
duced into many parts of the tropics, being cultivated for the 
sake of its fruit. It attains a height of 50 to 60 feet, and has 
dark-green winged leaves, which contrast with its golden fruit. 
The average size of the fruit is that of an apple, and Dr. Seemann 
says be measured one which was a foot in circumference and 
weighed 1 lb. 2 oz. The rind tastes of turpentine, but the pulp 
has a fine apple-like smell and an agreeable flavour. In Otaheite 
the wood is much valued for making canoes. Another species 
closely allied to the above is Spondias ivherosa, a native of the 
Paraiba district of Brazil The fruit is oblong, about the size of 
a large gooseberry, and yellow when ripe. It is not fit to eat 
until it is perfectly ripe and falls to the ground. This tree is 
remarkable for producing aerial roots, which on reaching the 
ground expand and form large black hollow tubers of a cellular 
structure, each containing about a pint of water, which in dry 
weather form a natural supply of water to the tree, and also to 
travellers when it otherwise is scarce. 

Otto or Attar of Boses. {Su Bose.) 

Onrari {See Urari.) 

Overlook, a name given by the West Indian negroes to 
Cwmvalia gladioUa, a strong-growing trifoliate-leaved climber of 
the Bean family (L^minosss). It is common in woods in 
the East and West Indies, tropical Africa, Mexico, Brazil, etc. 
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It is planted to mark the boundary of plantations of the negroes, 
who have a superstitious notion that it acts as a watchman and 
protects their property from plunder. 

Owala^ a name in the Gaboon country of Africa for Pen-- 
taclethra rnacrophylla, a tree of the Mimosa section of the Bean 
family (Leguminosee). It attains a height of 50 to 60 feet, 
having bipinnate leaves. The legumes (pods) are about 2 feet 
long, consisting of two flat woody valves. The seeds contain a 
limpid oil, and are eaten by the natives. 

Oyster Plant (PtUmonaria rnaritima), a creeping - rooted 
herb of the Borage family (Boraginaceae), native of the northern 
coasts of this country, especially in the east of Scotland, growing 
on the stone and sand just beyond the reach of the tide. It has 
ovate glaucous leaves and blue flowers, produced in one-sided 
panicles on a decumbent flower-stalk. Its fresh leaves have a 
strong flavour of oysters, hence its name. By modem botanists 
it has been separated from PtUmonaria as a distinct genus under 
the name Steenhammara. 

Paddy, a name throughout India for unhusked rice, of which 
there are many varieties. (See Eice.) 

Pala Indigo, an Indian name for a dye obtained fmm 
Wrightia tinctoria, a small tree of the Dogbane family (Apocy- 
naceae), native of Southern India. An inferior kind of indigo is 
prepared from its leaves. Its wood is beautifully white, close- 
grained, and ivory-like; its principal use in India being for 
making toys. Another species is W. antidysenterica, a small 
tree, also a native of India ; its wood is very hard, and has been 
tried for engraving, but has not been found to answer. It is 
used in India for posts and the like. Its bark is the Conessi 
Bark of the Indian Materia Medica. It is valued as a tonic 
and purgative, and is useful in dysentery. 

Palillos, a name in Peru for Camponumeaia linearifolia, 
a tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtacese), attaining a height 
of 20 to 30 feet The fruit is as large as a moderate-sued 
apple, and of a bright-yellow colour, end is one of the in- 
gredients used in making the perfiuned water called “ Mistura.** 
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The leaves smell like myrtle, but have an acid astringent 
taste. 

Palissander, sometimes written Palixander-wood, a name 
sometimes given to Rosewood as well as to Violet-wood. 

Palms, the family of Palms, termed Palmaceje, or as Hum- 
boldt calls them, “ the princes of the vegetable kingdom,” con- 
sists of about a thousand known species. Their chief home is in 
the tropics, but few extending beyond ; their southern limit 
being New Zealand, and their northern limit 40® ; represented 
in Southern Europe by the Dwarf Fan Palm {Chmicerops humilis) 
and the Date Palm (Pkotiiix dactylifercu) With tlie exception of 
grasses, no plants are of more importance to man than palms, 
more especially with reference to the inhabitants of the torrid 
zone and contiguous tegions ; their fruits and the pith of their 
stems affording abundance of wholesome food and drink, and 
their leaves supplying material for all requirements of domestic 
economy, the pairiculars of which will be found under their 
respective local and familiarly-known names. The aspect of 
palm trees being very different from the trees of Europe, led to 
their being early sought after as objects of curiosity, and in 1768 
five species are recorded as growing in the Royal Gardens at 
Kew six years after their establishment. Fifty years later their 
number had increased to twenty-two, and, although not growing 
under very favourable circumstances, several had attained a size 
to merit their being spoken of as “ the great Palms at Kew.” 
In 1848 they really had the chance of becoming great, being 
then placed in the noble Palm-house specially erected for their 
reception. In 1864 the collection consisted of 144 species. 

Palm Honey. {See Coquito Nut.) 

Palm (Ml is obtained from the fruit of several kinds of 
Palms, the principal being Mcds guincensis, a wing-leaved, low- 
growing palm, seldom exceeding 20 feet in height. Its fruits 
are produced in dense bunches, each fruit is about the size and 
appearance of a date, with an orange-red rind, which envelops 
a pulpy matter surrounding a hard nut, from both of which 
the Palm Oil of commerce is obtained, that from the nut being 
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the finest, and used in cookery. The greatest quantities coming 
from the kingdoms of Ashantee and Dahomey, where the palm 
grows in great abundance, and being of great longevity, the pro- 
duce may be considered inexhaustible. In this country it is 
chiefly employed for the manufacture of soap and candles. 
Another oil-yielding species of Elais is E. mdanococca, a native 
of some parts of tropical America. A low-growing palm, rising 
but little above the ground, its fruits are of a red colour, but its 
oil does not form an article of commerce with this country. 

Palm Wine or Toddy, the sap of several palms. The prin- 
cipal ones of India are — 1. Phcenix sylvedris, the Wild Date, 
a wing-leaved palm, attaining a considerable height, common 
throughout India. 2. Borassus Jlahelliformis {see Palmyra 
Palm). 3. Caryota urens^ a graceful palm, attaining a height 
of 50 or 60 feet, bearing a crown of bipinnate leaves. The 
wine is obtained by a man, called the toddy-man, climbing 
the tree and cutting the flowering spadix before it expands, to 
the cut end of which a vessel is hung, into which the sap flows, 
and is collected every morning. In some cases it continues 
to flow, more or less, for a month. When fresh, toddy is a 
pleasant drink, but it soon ferments and becomes intoxicating. 
When distilled it becomes a spirit called Arrack — the gin of 
India. In Borneo the best toddy is obtained from Saguerus 
saccharife7'a ; it yields a gallon a day for two months. Raphia 
vinifera, a wing-leaved palm, supplies the toddy of Western tropi- 
cal Africa. This palm, like its congeners, bears a large bunch of 
fruit, 6 feet in length, and weighing 200 lbs., the shell of the 
fruit being covered with closely-imbricated scales, and is used 
as an ornament. The sugar called Jaggery in India is obtained 
by boiling the toddy. 

Palma Ohristi {Ridnus communis), a tree of the Spurgewort 
family (Euphorbiaceae), originally supposed to be a native of 
India, but now widely spread over the warm regions of the earth. 
In this country it makes a handsome summer plant, having an 
erect stem from 4 to 5 feet high, bearing large, broad, lobed 
leaves, the whole being of a rusty, dark green appearance. In 
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-wanner countries, such as the South of France, it becomes a 
soft-wooded tree. The bruised seeds afford the well-kno-wn 
castor oil, the supply for this country being derived principally 
from India. The leaves have lately come into repute as food 
for a species of silkworm, and in some parts of Germany it is 
grown for that purpose. Castor oil appears to have been known 
to the ancients, as seeds of it have been found in the tombs of 
Fgypt, supposed to have been 4000 years old. It is mentioned 
by Herodotus and Hippocrates about 400 years before the Chris- 
tian era, and it was then (as it is now) extensively cultivated in 
these countries for its oil for burning. 

Palmetto Palm {Chamcerops or Sabal Palmetto), a fan- 
leaved palm, attaining a height of 10 or more feet, occupying 
large tracts on the Atlantic coasts of the Southern United States. 
It was adopted as the emblem on the banners of the Southern 
Confederation. 

Palmetto, Boyal, a name in Jamaica for Salal umbrae 
culifera, a noble fan-leaved palm, attaining a height of 80 to 
100 feet, with a circumference of 5 to 6 feet ; native of a hot 
valley in Jamaica known as the Pedro Plains, where it abounds. 
Its tall naked stems, crowned with large fan-shaped glaucous 
leaves, form a grand aspect in nature. Its fruit is produced in 
branched panicles, consisting of large blackish berries like a 
small date, and the sweet pulp furnishes food for numerous kinds 
of birds. It is also known by the name of huf thatch and hull 
thaieh, and, as the name implies, it is used for thatching houses. 
Hats, ropes, mats, and baskets, are made of it. The trunk is 
smooth and externally hard, and of iron-like firmness, while the 
interior is soft and spongy. It is cut into lengths, and the soft 
centre being removed a hollow cylinder is thus formed which is 
used for many purposes. A noble specimen of this palm, 20 
feet high, is to be seen in the Palm-house, Boyal Gardens, Kew. 

Palmetto, Saw {Chamcerope senvlaia), a decumbent-stemmed 
palm, attaining a height of 3 to 4 feet, having fan-shaped 
leaves, with edges of the s^;ment6 sharply serrulate, as also that 

the fiwt-stalk, spadix tomentose, shorter than the leaves. 
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Fruit, an ovoid Oblong drupe of a dark colour, the size of an 
olive. It is a remarkable palm, forming a Palmetto scrub 
for hundreds of miles on the sea-coasts of Georgia, South Caro- 
lina, and Florida. Its density and sharp-edged leaves render it 
impossible for human beings to pass through it The inhabit- 
ants make use of the leaves for thatching, and they are also 
collected for paper-making, and scrubbing-brushes are formed 
of the tough fibrous roots. The fruit, although sweet, cannot be 
called palatable ; it contains a fixed and volatile oil, which is 
obtained from the expressed juice ; when boiled in water the 
volatile oil is set free, filling the atmosphere for a great distance, 
and causing dizziness and headache. Many medicinal proper- 
ties are assigned to it. This palm is by some botanists placed 
in the genus SahaL 

Palmite, a name in South Africa for Prionium Palmita, a 
remarkable plant of the Eush family (Juncaceae); it is an 
aquatic; its leaves are serrate, 2 to 3 feet long, and about 1 
inch broad at their base, successively produced in fascicles, their 
sheathing bases forming a firm stem, 3 to 4 inches in diameter, 
always submerged, its length, depending upon age, sometimes 8 
to 10 feet long, generally found in a slanting direction according 
to the depth of the water ; the leaves standing upright, and the 
surface of the water being covered with them, may be compared 
to a field of pine-apple plants crowded together. The flowers 
are small, produced in panicles, and differ but little in character 
from those of the common Eush, The stems, when cut into 
lengths and tied round, form brushes, and when broken up they 
may be used 8is a substitute for horse-hair. About twenty years 
ago an attempt was made to bring this plant into use for paper- 
making, but it did not answer. 

Palmyra Pain# {Borassm flohdliformis), a large fan-leaved 
palm, native of India and Ceylon. It has a cylindrical stem, 
attaining a height of 50 or 100 feet, bearing a crown of large 
fan-shaped leaves. It produces its fruit in bunches, each fruit 
being about 3 inches in diameter, with a pulpy covering, which is 
made into a kind, of jelly. . It is a toddy-yielding palm, and 
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laige quantities of jaggexy sugar are obtained from it. The young 
plants are used as a vegetable. The wood of its stem is bard, 
and employed for all manner of domestic purposes, and umbrellas 
and books are made of its leaves. It is represented in Central 
Africa by B. cethiopum^ which is widely spread within the tropics ; 
its firuit is somewhat lai^er than its Indian ally, but similar in 
form, and of a dark yellow colour. It consists of a fibrous, pulpy 
husk, of an agreeable odour and acid-sweet taste ; it is eaten, 
or rather sucked, by the natives. The young seedling plants are 
used as a vegetable, in the same way as those of the last-named 
species are in India, but the sap of the palm is not extracted for 
making toddy, wine, or sugar. In Gambia it is called the 
Run Palm, and is considered to be the most valuable wood for 
building ; it resists the attacks of the white ant, and remains 
sound under water for years ; it is very hard, and takes a fine 
polish. Trees have been seen in Gambia 90 to 120 feet high, 
of which 80 feet or more of the trunk are perfectly clean, and 
somewhat swollen about half-way up. 

Palo de Vaca. {See Cow Tree.) 

Palo Santo, a name in Guiana for Sivartzia iomentosa^ a tree 
of the Caesalpinieae section of the I>ean family (Leguminosje), 
native of the forests of Guiana, where it attains a height of 60 
or more feet, and upwards of 3 feet in diameter, supported at the 
base by 6 or 8 projecting narrow buttresses. Its heart wood is 
of a reddish colour, becoming black in old trees, and is veiy hard 
and durable. A juice exudes from the bark which hardens into 
a blackish resin. The name Palo Santo is also applied in Para- 
guay to Lignum Vitae. 

Pampas (Irass (Oynerium argerUefum^ a strong - tufted 
perennial grass, with long, narrow^ whitish leaves, producing 
naked culms 5 or 6 or more feet in length, bearing a dense head 
of spikes of numerous small flowers, which when perfect be- 
come white, and form an ornamental plume from 1 to 2 feet in 
length. It is a native of the grassy plains of South America, 
called Pampas. It is perfectly hardy in this country, and 
h%lily valued as an ornamental garden plant. 
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Panama Hats. — ^These are made from the leaves of Carlu^ 
dovica palniata, a plant closely allied to the Screw Pine family 
(Pandanaceae), native of Panama, Ecuador, and other parts of 
Central America. It is a stemless species, with incised fan- 
shaped leaves, borne on erect foot-stalks 6 to 8 or more feet in 
length, rising from an underground caespitose rhizome. The 
celebrated Panama hats and cigar-cases are made of the leaves, 
which form considerable articles of trade in hot climates. 

Pansy. {See Violet.) 

Papaw Tree {Carica Papaya), a fast-growing, soft- wooded 
tree, the type of the family Papayaceae, averaging about 20 feet in 
height, the stem being gouty near the base, sometimes as thick 
as a man’s body, terminated by a crown of large-lobed leaves on 
long foot-stalks, producing flowers from the stem, below the 
leaves. Tlie fruit when ripe is of a yellow colour, 8 to 10 
inches long, and either shaped like a vegetable marrow, or round 
like a melon. It is a native of tropical America ; is common in 
the West Indian Islands ; has been introduced into, and is now 
common in, India and other countries of the East The tree, 
and even the fruits, are full of an acrid milky juice ; it is, how- 
ever, palatable when eaten with sugar, and is said by some 
to have the flavour of apricots ; when the half-grown fruit is 
properly pickled, it is but little inferior to pickled mango. The 
most remarkable property of this tree is that the juice makes 
animal flesh tender very quickly when wrapped in the leaves or 
hung on the tree for a short time, or flesh boiled in some of the 
juice. It is said that by it the flesh of old fowls or hogs is 
quickly made tender. Taking into consideration all that has 
been written, there seems some difference of opinion respect- 
ing the wholesomeness of the Papaw ; this may be probably 
owing to different varieties, or even to distinct species, two of 
which, from New Grenada, were some years ago grown at Kew. 
A good deal of attention has been given of late to the value of 
the Papaw in medicine, both in this country and on the Conti- 
nent. Carim spinosa is a branching tree, 20 to 30 feet high, 
native of Guiana and Brazil ^ The juice is exceedingly acrid, 
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causing blisters to the skin, and is much dreaded. The fruit 
is not eaten, and its flowers have a carrion-like odour. It has 
some medical reputation as a remedy for enlaigement of the 
spleen, and is valued as a cure for intestinal worms. 

Paper. — ^For a notice of the plants that furnish the principal 
material for paper-making, see Bamboo, Banana, Esparto Grass, 
flax, Indian Paper, Paper Mulberry, Straw, Papyrus, and Wood 
Paper. 

Paper Mulberry [Brcmsondia papyrifera), a small tree of 
the Mulberry family (Moraceae), from 20 to 30 feet high, with 
rough, entire, or variously-lobed leaves. It is supposed to be 
a native of China and Japan, where it is extensively culti- 
vated for its bark, which is made into paper. It is also widely 
spread throughout the islands of the Pacific Ocean, where the 
bark is beaten out by the natives, and made into Tapa cloth, 
which forms their chief article of dress ; it is now, however, 
being superseded by Manchester goods. 

Paper Reed. {See Papyrus.) 

Papyrus {Papyrus aniiqivoruin, better known as Cypcrus 
papyrus), a strong -growing, perennial, rush -like plant of the 
Cypents family (Cyperaceae), supposed to be the Bulrush 
of the Nile, of which the ark of the child Moses, as also 
the vessels spoken of in Isaiah were made ; but it appears to 
be of more ancient date, it being the plant from which the papyri 
or paper was made, and upon which the records found in the 
Egyptian tombs were written. It grows in the Lake of Galilee, 
and other parts of Syria, and is " the paper reed by the brooks.” 
It has strong roots, or rather rhizomes, which grow in the mud, 
and throw up smooth triangular stems 6 to 10 feet high, and 
about an inch in diameter. The mode of making the paper 
appears to have been veiy simple : the reed or stem was first 
peeled, the pith cut lengthways into thin slices, which were laid 
side side, their edges touching one another. These were 
then sprinkled with gummy water, or, as some say, with the thin 
muddy water of the Nile ; a heavy press was then applied, and 
thus the whole became united into one piece, of greater length 
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or breadth according to circumstances. The sheet was then 
dried and cut into the required sizes for use. 

Paraguay Tea, or Yerba {Ilex pariigvAiyeneis), a small ever- 
green tree of the Holly family (AquifoliacesB), with plain or 
toothed leaves ; native of South America, in the countries of the 
Parana and Paraguay rivers. The leaves are either dried or 
scorched, and pounded, and become the tea, which forms an 
important article of trade in South America, taking the place 
of Chinese tea as used in other countries. It is infused in the 
same manner, but is drunk in a different way, being sucked 
through a tube called a bombilla ; it is very refreshing after 
fatigue. Matfe is the name of a small gourd, which forms 
the drinking cup. The quantity of this tea consumed in South 
America is calculated to be at least 8,000,000 lbs. per annum. 
Although such is the case, it has not yet met with patronage 
in this country. 

Pareira Brava, a name given by druggists to the roots of 
Cissampelos Pareira^ a climber of the Moonseed family (Menis- 
permaceae), native of the East and West Indies and Central 
America. It is in high repute, medicinally, in urinary diseases. 
It is also known as Portuguese Wild Olive. Though the name 
of Pareira Brava is commonly given to the above-named plant, 
it is more properly applied to ChovdodcTidron tomentosum^ an 
allied species. Ahcta mfeecens, another allied plant, furnishes 
White Pareira Brava. 

Parsley {Petrosdinum scUivum), a biennial of the Carrot 
family (Umbelliferae), native of Sardinia, and has become wild 
in many parts of England. It is cultivated in all gardens for 
the sake of its finely-cut leaves, which are in common use in 
flavouring culinary dishes and for garnishing. Much supersti- 
tion was early attached to the Parsley, and even at the present 
day in some parts of England it is considered unlucky to trans- 
plant Parsley. 

Parsnip {PasHnaea ecUiva), a biennial of the Carrot family 
(Umbellifeim), growing in waste places, similar to the wild 
carrot in this country, and, like i^ uneatable in its wild state, 
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but cultivated its roots become succulent, forming a nourishing 
and useful vegetable ; it is extensively cultivated in Jersey for 
feeding swine, and makes excellent pork. It contains sugar, 
and a kind of wine is made from it called Parsnip Wine. 

Partridge Barry. {See Shallon.) 

Partridge Wood, a common name for the wood of one or 
more not well ascertained trees. Heiateria coccinea is a tree 
15 to 20 feet high, of the Olacad family (Olacaceae), native of 
the West Indian Islands, particularly Martinique. The fleshy 
fruit affords abundance of food to pigeons and other birds, hence 
the French call it Pois pcrdrix, signifying Partridge Pea ; they 
also call it Baisperdrix, Partridge-wood; it is, however, considered 
not to be identical with the Partridge-wood of commerce, wliich 
is, by some, supposed to be the wood of Aiidira inermis, a tree 
of the Bean family (Leguminosse), native of the West Indies. 

Passion Flowers. — Passijlora, the name of an extensive 
genus of climbing shrubs of the Passion-flower family (Passi- 
floraceae); there are about two hundred, the greater number 
of which are natives of Brazil and tlie West Indies, as well as 
other parts of tropical America, where they climb from tree to 
tree, interlacing in the most complex manner, and beautifying 
the scene by their showy flowers and fruit {See Granadilla.) 
A few are found in North America, one or two in the East 
Indies, two in Norfolk Island and Australia. The stems of 
some of the climbers attain the thickness of the arm, and look 
like ropes ; their vascular structure is very open, containing a 
large quantity of water. A stem of P. axtina^ at Kew, when cut 
yielded nearly a gallon of clear water in about one minute. A 
great many are cultivated in hothouses for the sake of their 
showy flowers, and the common Passion Flower {P. cceruka) is 
hardy in the open air when trained against walls. 

Pfttidioilli, a name for PogcMemcm Paichauli, an erect plant 
of the Mint family (Labiatm)^ growing to a height of 2 or 
more feet, having broad oval leaves 3 or 4 inches in length. 
The diy leaves have a peculiar perfume, and are extensively 
used for many purposes ; the scent of Patchouli was at one time 
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considered as a test of real Indian shawls, but since the know- 
ledge of the perfume and the plant producing it have become 
known in this country they cannot be depended on, home- 
made shawls being scented with it and sold as real Indian 
ones. The leaves are also used as an ingredient in tobacco, and 
an essential oil is obtained from them and used as a toilet per- 
fume. The Arabs in their pilgrimages take a great quantity of 
leaves with them, which are used in stuffing mattresses, pillows, 
etc., and are supposed to keep off contagious diseases. 

Pea {Pimm sativum ). — The garden pea is an annual tendril 
climber, a native of the South of Europe. There are many 
garden varieties supposed to have originated from the grey or field 
pea. Tliey are now universally cultivated in countries suitable 
to their culture, and form an important article of food. The 
split peas of the shops are the white peas split and divested of 
their skin. In Scotland grey peas are ground into meal, of 
which peameal bannocks are made ; a very nutritious food. 

Peach {Amygdalus persica), a small tree of the Almond 
family (Drupaceae). As its specific name implies, it is supposed 
to be a native of Persia, and to have migrated westward, 
appearing in Italy at the beginning of the Christian era, and 
in this country about the middle of the sixteenth century, 
and now extensively cultivated in all moderately warm coun- 
tries of both the northern and southern hemispheres. For 
early crops of fruits it is extensively cultivated under glass 
in this country, and in the open air it comes to perfection 
when grown against walls. There are many varieties of the 
Peach, the skin of the fruit of which is downy, while that of 
the Nectarine, which is considered only a variety, is smooth ; 
there are instances, however, on record of downy and smooth 
fruits growing on the same tree. In North America the Peach 
is extensively cultivated ; in the United States it is grown in 
orchards, and in the season Peaches are as common in the towns 
of the States as strawberries are in London, and wine is made of 
them. 

Peach, Palm, a name given by Humboldt to 0%Uidim 
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qpedoad, a native of Venezuela and countries bordering the 
Orinoco, where it is called Perigas. It is a wing-leaved palm, 
and grows to a height of 50 or 60 feet, the stem being covered 
with sharp black spines. It is largely cultivated for its fruit, 
which is of the form of an egg, but larger ; it consists of a sweet 
pulpy thick rind of a yellowish colour, and forms a considerable 
article of food for the natives. 

Peach, ffierra Leone (Sarcocephalus eactdentus), a strong 
climbing shrub of the Cinchona family, native of Western tropical 
Africa. The flowers are small, produced in terminal compact 
heads, each becoming a one-celled berry, the whole united 
forming a pulpy iriiit about the size of a peach. It is eaten by 
the negroes, and known by the name of Negro Peach- 

Pear Tree [Pyrus communis), a tree of the Apple family 
(Pomacese). In its w'ild state it is a small thorny tree, and, 
like the crab apple, considered to be a native of this country, 
as also many parts of Europe. Its history is similar to that 
of the apple; in Pliny’s time 36 species are recorded to 
have been cultivated at Borne. By sowing the seeds of 
apples or pears, crab-trees are generally the result, but occa- 
sionally frait-bearing trees of new kinds are produced. The 
number of sorts in British nurseries amount to about 100. 
P®tt tr^ live to a great some are recorded 200 or 300 
years old. The wood in old trees is hard and much valued by 
turners and cabinetmakers. The liquor well known as Perry is 
the fermented juice of pears. 

Pdocan Nnt (Carya olivcrformis), a tree of the Walnut family 
(Juglandaceae), native of the south and western States of North 
America, the nut of which is considered a great delicacy. Small 
quantities are occasionally imported from New Orleans. 

Pekea Nnt. {Su Souari Nut) 

Pelargwiinm. {See Geranium.) 

Pnllitoty of Spain {Awuydus pyrethruni), a perennial of 
the Composite family (Contpositss), native of Southern Europe, 
having much-divided leaves, and prostrate stems with white 
flowers. It is cultivated in Southern Europe and Northern 
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Africa for its roots, which are cut into short pieces, known in 
the shops under the name of Eadix Pyrethri ; they are very pun- 
gent, and are used medicinally, and for toothache. It first causes 
a sensation of cold, followed by heat. 

Penang Lawyers {Limala (uutifidd), a small fan-leaved 
palm, native of Pulo-Penang. Its stems are imported into this 
country, and after being dressed and polished are used as 
walking-sticks under the above name. 

Peony, a genus of the Buttercup family (Eanunculacea), 
represented by Pceonia officirialis, a strong-growing perennial, 
having large double red flowers resembling the rose ; it has by 
some been called the Hundred-bladed Bose; it is a native of 
Switzerland, cultivated in this country 300 years ago, and has 
now become a favourite in all gardens. P. coraUina is considered 
to be a native of this country, but only found growing on a rock 
island at the mouth of the Severn. P. Moutan, the tree Peony, 
is an exception to the above, being a stiff-branched shrub, 3 to 4 
feet high, with double flowers, of which there are now many fine 
varieties. It is a native of China, introduced in 1789.. It is 
hardy in this country ; but flowering early, it requires some slight 
protection at the time of coming into flower. 

Pepper Plants. — About 40 species, more or less natives of the 
same or of different countries, are called Pepper plants. They 
consist of herbs, shrubs, and trees, and all possess in more or 
less degree aromatic, pungent properties, throughout the whole 
or some special part of the plant, and are used in their respective 
countries as stimulating food condiments, some forming con- 
siderable articles of trada The most important in domestic 
use in this country are furnished by species of the genus Piper, 
the type of the family Piperacece. {See Pepper and Capsicum.) 

Pepper, the well-known condiment prepared from the fruits 
of Piper nigrum, an epiphytal plant climbing and clinging 
to trees, having heart-shaped leaves about the size of ivy leaves, 
and producing flowers in spikes, followed by berries like currants, 
that are at first green, but after being gathered and dried become 
black, and form the Black Pepper of shops. ' White Pepper is 
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the same beny divested of its skin by rubbing and washing. 
Being ground they form the well-known condiment Pepper. 
It appears to have been early known, as it is mentioned by 
Theophrastus, who flourished 300 years before the Christian era. 
Long Pepper of the shops is the immature flower-spikes of Pijptr 
longum. In habit like the preceding, it is a native of India, 
and is extensively cultivated, especially in Bengal. Long Pepper 
spikes possess the same stimulating property as Black Pepper. 
Cubebs, the berries of Piper offidnarum, now called CuAeha 
officinarum, is a native of Java, and its berries are also stimu- 
lant. It is probable that the above Peppers are produced by 
other species than those named, of which there is evidence, 
especially as regards the plants that produce the Black Pepper 
of Jamaica, Trinidad, and Ceylon ; examples have been grown 
at Kew, each of which was sufficiently distinct in appearance 
to warrant their being characterised as species. 

Pepper, AMcan {Xylopia odhwpim), a shrub or small tree of 
the Custard Apple family (Anonacete), native of Western tropical 
Africa ; its fruit consists of numerous carpels, about 2 inches in 
length, which when diy separate, forming a bunch ; they are 
aromatic, and used by the natives as a stimulant ; it is also 
known by the name of Guinea Pepper, Negro Pepper, and 
Piper (Etkiapieum. 

Pepper, BeQ. Capsicum.) 

Pepper, Bird. {Su Capsicum.) 

Pe^MT Brand. (Jke Smut) 

Pqtper, Cayenne. {^See Capsicum.) 

Pepper, Cheny. {See Capsicum.) 

Pepper, Chinese and Japan {Zardluacylum piperUoi), a bushy 
shrub with small winged leaves of the Yellow-wood family 
(Zanthoxylacese), native of China and Japan ; it has berries 
about ihe size of black pepper, which are used as such in Japan. 
It has been introduced into this countty and has flowered, grow- 
ing against a wall at Kew. 

(iSiieAllspica) 

P ^ptr , lielHpieta. {See Grains of Paradise.) 
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Pepper Tree, Oalifomia. (See Mastich.) 

Pepper Tree of Tasmania (Tcmnannia aromatied)^ a slirub, 
or rugged, distorted-branched tree, of the Magnolia family, 
native of Mount Wellington in Tasmania. It attains a height 
of 10 or 12 feet ; the bark and leaves are aromatic. Its berry- 
like fruit is pungent, and is used as a substitute for pepper. 

Peppeimint (Mentha piperita), a creeping-rooted perennial 
of the family Labiate, native of this country, generally grow- 
ing on river banks and moist places. It is extensively culti- 
vated here as well as in the United States for its fragrant oil, 
which is obtained by distillation. It is used as a stimulant, 
and for making a cordial called Peppermint Water. 

Peppermint Trees of Australia. — Encalyptus piperita and 
E. amygdalinOy large trees of the Myitle family (Myrtacese), 
natives of New South Wales and other parts of Australia. They 
yield an essential oil, which is largely imported into this coun- 
try. The wood is hard and durable. (See Eucalyptus.) 

Perry. (Sec Pears.) 

Persian Berries. (See Buckthorn.) 

Persimmon Plum. (See Date Plum, American.) 

Peruvian Bark. (See Cinchona.) 

Pharaoh’s Com, supposed to be Triticum compositum, a 
wheat having several separate spikes to the ear. It is also 
called Mummy Wheat. It has been grown at Kew. 

Physic Nut (Jatropha Curcas), a small tree of the Spurge- 
wort family (Euphorbiaceae), attaining a height of 20 feet, 
having soft spongy wood and entire or lobed leaves. It is a 
native of tropical America, and is now cultivated in all hot 
countries for its seeds, which yield an oil analogous to that of 
castor-oil, but of a drastic nature ; it is used for many purposes. 
The seeds are nutty and pleasant to eat, but when eaten to 
excess produce serious consequencea A few years ago several 
children died at Bristol through eating them. 

K, a name in the Sandwich Islands for Taeea jpinnatifida, 
a perennial herb of the Taccacese. It is o\iltivated throughonit 
most of the islands o| the Pacific, also in India and the Malayan 
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Islands generally. It has laige fleshy tubers, 'which, after pre* 
paraiion by pounding and washing to rid them of their acridity, 
form an important article of food. The fecula or meal is equal 
to the best arrowroot 

Piassaha, the Brazilian name of a fibre obtained from 
Attalea fvaiifera and Leopcldinia piassaha, two wing-leaved palms 
abundant in Northern Brazil They have a very unsightly 
appearance on account of their old leaves hanging down and 
their stems being covered 'with loose shaggy strong fibre of a 
brown colour, which is collected, and forms a considerable 
aiticlo of trade, shiploads being imported into this country and 
used for making street brooms and for other like purposes. 

P4f-nnt» also called Hog-nut (Carya poreina), a tree of 
the Walnut family (Juglandacese), native of North America, 
chiefly in the middle and western United States. It attains a 
height of 70 to 80 feet, and a diameter of 3 feet at the base. 
Its wood is considered superior to the other species of Carya. 
Its nut is small, and is eaten by pigs. (See also Earth Chest- 
nut) 

Pigeon Beny. (See Poke.) 

Pigeon Pea (Cajanus indieus), a trifoliate-leaved shrub of the 
Bean family (Leguminoste), originally a native of India, but 
now cultivated in most tropical countries for the sake of its pea 
seeds. There are two varieties, one in Jamaica called the 
Pigeon and No-eye Pea, and the other variety called the Congo 
Pea. In all countries where it grows it forms an important 
article of food. 

Pigeon Plnnt — ChryadbdUmus dlipticus and C. luteus, small 
trees of the Cocoa Plum family (Cbrysobalanese), natives of 
Western tropical AMca. Their fruits are succulent, and 
abundantly sold in the markets of Sierra Leone; one is called 
Yellow Pigeon Plum. 

Pilewort (Banwneuhu Fiearia), a perennial of the Butter- 
cup family (Banuncnlacem), native of this country and Europe 
genraally. A pretty yellow early spring flowering plant, 
having heait-shaped leaver not exceeding 3 inches in height, 
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growing abundantly in moist shady places. After flowering its 
leaves soon wither, and it remains dormant until the following 
spring. After heavy rains, however, its place is often well 
marked by numerous little tuberous roots lying on the surface 
like grains of wheat, which have been supposed by some to 
be corn fallen from heaven. This is particularly the case in 
Silesia, where they are gathered and used as food, being very 
mealy and not unwholesome when boiled. 

Pine-apple {Ananassa sativd), a plant of the family Brome- 
liaceJB. The original countiy of this is supposed to be Brazil ; 
it now exists in both a cultivated and wild state in all warm 
parts of America, and it has been introduced into Western tropical 
Africa, where it has become naturalised, as also in the warm 
parts of Asia and other tropical countries. Its fruit consists of 
a number of pulpy ovaries cohering in a firm compact head, 
and terminated by a tuft of small leaves termed the crown. 

Tlie Pine-apple appears to have been known in England in 
the time of Charles II., who is recorded as having at a royal 
dinner party first cut one up, of which the celebrated Evelyn, 
in his Diary, dated July 19th, 1668, says — "I was at a banquet 
which the King [Charles II.] gave to the French Ambassador. 
Standing by his Majesty in the presence there was of that rare 
fruit called the King Pine, growing in Barbados, in the West 
Indies. The fruit of them I had never seen. His Majesty, 
cutting it up, w'as pleased to give me a piece from his own plate 
to taste of ; but in my opinion it falls far short of those ravish- 
ing varieties of deliciousness ascribed to it.” About that time 
John Rose was royal gardener. Horace Walpole mentions in 
the catalogue of his collection at Strawberry Hill " a picture, 
probably by Bankers, of Rose the royal gardener presenting the 
first Pine-apple raised in England to Charles IL, who is standing 
in a garden. The house seems to be Downey Court, near 
Windsor, the villa of the Duchess of Cleveland,”' to whom Rose 

^ There is a small-sixed copy of this picture in the library of the 
Royal Horticultural Society, South Kensington, on which is the following 
inscription : — ** King Charles II:, and Mr. Rose the royal gardener pie- 

y 
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was once gardener. There is, however, no proof of the said 
fruit having been grown in England, as it is recorded that the 
Pine*apple plant was first introduced into Holland from America 
about the middle of the seventeenth century; from thence it 
was brought to England by the Earl of Portland in 1690, being 
five years after the death of Charles II. 

In 1712 it appears to have been successfully cultivated and 
fruited by Sir Mathew Decker in his garden at Eichmond. Of 
this plant there is a painting in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
Cambridge, of which the handbook says : — “ Landscape, with a 
pine-apple, being the first that was grown in England, which 
was in Sir Mathew Decker’s garden at Eichmond, in Surrey, 
grandfather to the late Lord Fitzwilliam.” From the above time 
its cultivation became very general, and hothouses — called pine- 
stoves — ^were erected for it. Pine-apples are produced in this 
country larger and superior in flavour to those of native growth. 
They were then only for the rich, but of late years large quan- 
tities have been imported from the AV^est Indies, chiefly from the 
Bahamas, Azores, Trinidad, and other West Indian islands, and 
it is not uncommon to hear the cry of “ I’ine-aj^ple, a penny 
a slice,” in towns. 

The name Pine-apple is given on account of the fruit resem- 
bling the cones of the pine or fir tree. In India, Burmah, and 
other parts, the tough fibre of the leaves is largely used in the 
manufacture of textile fabrics. It partakes of the character of 
flax, is of a silky nature, and may be spun into a very fine 
&bric. 

Fine, Chili (See Araucaria.) 

Fine, Uoreton Bay. (i8<ee Araucaria.) 

Fine, Norfolk Island. (See Araucaria.) 

Fine Trees. — Under fir trees it is stated tliat the genus 
Pittm, as originally characterised, comprehends species forming 
two natural groups dififering in the attachment of the leaves, 
which, with other characters, has led modem botanists to 

Renting the first pine-apple grown in England ; drawn from the original 
pietnre in the collection of the Earl of Waldgrave at Strawberry HiU.” 
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separate them under two distinct genera, Abies and Firms, the 
first comprehending Fir Trees (which see), the second the species 
well known by the name of Pine Trees. In Hortus Kewensis 
(1813) 17 species are described; since then new discoveries, 
as recorded in books, have raised the number to between 80 
and 90. They are all natives of the northern hemisphere, chiefly 
in the middle region of the temperate zone, where they form 
immense forests, both on plains and mountains, even extending 
to the Arctic Circle, where some are recorded to attain a 
height of 150 to 200 feet. 

The greater number are natives of the American continent, 
13 are native of Europe, and about 12 belong to Asia, 
including China and Japan. During the last fifty years nearly 
the whole of the American species have been introduced into 
this country, and, with the exception of the Mexican species, 
are hardy, some becoming fine trees. About twenty years ago 
a collection of Mexican forms was grown at Kew, making 
handsome conservatory plants, 6 to 12 feet high. 

The wood of Finns and their resinous products are of high 
importance in all the arts, and in some countries their nutty 
seeds form a considerable article of food to the natives. The 
following is a brief notice of a few of the principal species and 
their products : — 

Finns sylvestris, well known as the Scotch Pine (wrongly 
called Fir) ; this well-known tree has an extensive range through- 
out Europe and Northern Asia, forming extensive forests, such 
as may be seen in the north of Scotland. It varies considerably 
in height, in favourable situations growing to 100 feet Its 
timber is white and hard, and is used for many purposes ; it is 
imported from ports in the Baltic under the name of Siga and 
Norway timber. This Pine is extensively planted as a shdter 
to young oak plantations ; the rearing them for that purpose 
forms an important part of the trade of many of the Scotch 
nurseries. In Aberdeenshire and other parts of the north of 
Scotland trunks of this Pine are found in peat-mosses, some to 
a considerable depth ; they are perfectly sound, their presearva- 
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tion being no donbt due to the antiseptic nature of the peat and 
the resin they contain ; they are used for various purposes, but 
chiefly split up into laths, 'which are fixed in a slanting position 
by the fireplace, and being bghted at the upper end, bum with 
a steady flame, giving light to the room ; this use is especially 
noticed by Sir Walter Scott in the story. Candles and Candle- 
sticks, related in his novel. The Legend of Montrose. The next 
important European Pines are the Cluster Pine {Finns Pinaster), 
Sea Pine {P. maritima), and Stone Pine {P. Pinea), natives 
chiefly of the South of Europe, in favourable situations becoming 
large trees. On the sea-coast they are low and bushy, and are 
extensively planted on the west coast of Ireland, Normandy, and 
other places, for fixing the sands. The seeds of the latter are 
large and nutty, and where abundant are used as food. Corsican 
Pine (P. Larido'), native of Corsica and Southern Europe, mostly 
a fast-growing tall tree, in general appearance resembling the 
Scotch Pine. It was introduced into Kew about 1815 by the 
late celebrated botanist B. A. Salisbury*, who, on return from an 
excursion in the South of Europe, brought a small plant of it in 
his carriage ; it is now 70 to 80 feet high, the tallest tree in 
Kew Gardens. Of the nine or ten species native of the United 
States and Canada, two of the most important are the Pitch 
Pine (P. australis) and Frankincense Pine (P. Toeda), so named 
from the quantity of resinous fluid they contain, which is con- 
verted into turpentine, tar, and pitch. They are both natives of 
the Southern States. P. australis is extremely common, cover- 
ing 'vast tracts, growing by roadsides, and occupying w’aste 
cotton-fields ; it and the Scotch Pine yield the greatest quantity 
of tar and turpentine of commerce. In California and North- 
West America the species of Pinus are generally large trees, 
such as P. Lambertiana, P. maerocarpa, by some called Coulteri 
and P. ponderosa, some attaining a height of from 100 to even 
300 feet; their timber forms an important article of trade in 
these countries, and steam saw-miUs have been erected in the 
forests for converting them into what is termed lumber, and 
sinee the settlement of the white man in some localitira rvhole 
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forests are fast disappearing. Their nutty seeds form an im- 
portant part of the winter food of the native Indians, and their 
bark is even said to be used as food. 

Piney Varnish. (See Copal.) 

Fingnin, a name in Jamaica for Bromdia Pmguin^ well 
known as the wild pine of Jamaica, a plant of the Fine-apple 
family (Bromeliacese) ; leaves numerous, 2 to 3 feet long, sword- 
shaped, curved, and rigid, with strong hooked spines on the 
margin, which, when the plants are closely grown together, 
form an impenetrable barrier to man and animals ; a good fibre 
is obtained from its leaves, as also from B. Karatas^ an allied 
species. Its fruit is the size of a plum, and is an excellent 
vermifuge. 

Piper JEthiopicum. {See Guinea Pepper.) 

Kpi, a name given to the astringent pods of Cceaalpinia 
pipai, a plant of the Bean family (L^uminosee), native of Brazil 

Pippnl Tree, a name in India for Fieus rdigiosa, a bushy tree 
of the Mulberry family (Moracese), having small elliptical smooth 
leaves. It is a native of India, and one of the trees of Hindoo 
worahip. 

Pighamin, a name in Sierra Leone for the fruit of Car- 
podinus dulcia and C. acidits, shrubby climbers of the Dogbane 
family (Apoc 3 mace 8 e). The fruit of the first is of a yellowish 
colour, about the size of a lemon, and is called the Sweet Fish- 
amin, while that of the latter is somewhat smaller, and is called 
the Sour Pishamin. They are both pulpy, and, when cut, yield 
a quantity of sweet milky juice, which is also called Pishamin. 

Persimmon Plum. (See Date Plum.) 

Pistada Nut (Pistaeia verd), a small tree of the Cashew 
Nut family (Anacardiacese), native of Western Asia, common 
in Palestine, and has become indigenous in the Mediterranean 
region. It has shining, winged, evergreen leaves. Its firuit is 
of an oblong form, rather larger than an olive; it has a brittle 
shell enclosing the cotyledons (embryo), which are oblong and 
of a greenish colour and an agreeable fiavoun They axe eaten 
in large quantities by the Turks and Greeks^ and are to he seen 
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in some of tlie Italian warehouses in London ; about 1300 cwts. 
are annually imported from Aleppo. They are considered by 
Bible commentators to be the nuts sent by Jacob into Egypt. 

Kta, a name in many parts of tropical America for the 
fibre of the American Aloe (Ayave americana), and other allied 
spedes. It forms the chief article of clothing of the natives, 
and ropes and whips are made of it. 

Pitch. {See Pine Trees.) 

Pitcher Plante, a common name for certain plants whose 
leaves, instead of being flat, are united by their edges, thus 
forming tabular or ursulate vessels of various forms and sizes, 
famished with a lid, and capable of holding water ; their interiors 
are lined with hairs pointing downwards, by which insects are 
entrapped. 

Pitcher Plant, Australian (Cephaloius /olli/nilaris)^ is a 
beautiful and singular little plant, growing in the form of a 
rosette about 3 or 4 inches in diameter, having small, narrow, 
spathulate leaves, alternate with which are foot-stalks bearing 
small pitchers, furnished with a lid attached on the inner side, 
and resembling a saucepan or goblet, the foot-stalk correspond- 
ing to the handle. TTie flowers are small, and borne on an 
erect stalk, 6 inches or more in height, forming a spike. It is a 
native of King George’s Sound, South-West Australia, growing 
in marshy places like our sundews. It was introduced into Kew 
in 1823 ; it continues to be rare, and is considered more as a 
botanical curiosity. The plant is now put in the order Saxi- 
fragaceaa. 

Pitdiar Plants Oalifomian {Darlingtonia californica), a 
remarkable perennial herb of the Side-saddle Flower family 
(Sarraceniaceas). This curious plant is a native of California, 
growing in marshes. The leaves rise in a fascicle from a crowned 
root-stock ; they are tubij^r, varjring in length from 1 to 2 feet, 
the lower part nearly erect, widening upwards ; the upper part 
much wider, and abruptly bent downwards like an inflated hood 
or sac, terminated by a lateral two-parted lobe, which in the 
early stage doses the pitcher like a lid ; the inside of the hood 
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is furnished with short hairs pointing inwards ; it contains a 
viscid fluid which entices flies to enter, and in consequence of 
the hairs pointing downwards they are imprisoned, in some 
cases filling the pitchers half full of dead insect-matter. It is a 
common custom to place the pitchers in dwelling-houses as fly- 
traps. The whole of the pitcher is of a dingy orange colour, 
marked with strong veins ; the flowers are solitary and droop- 
ing on the apex of the flower-stalk, 2, 3, or 4 feet high, and 
when fully expanded are about 2 inches in diameter, straw- 
coloured. 

Pitcher Plant, Oniana (Reliamphora nutans), a perennial 
herb of the same family as the preceding, the leaves of which 
rise from a crowned root-stock tubular, in the form of a vase 
with an oblique mouth, the inside lined with glandular hairs. 
Flowers, generally more than one, are produced on an erect 
stalk, white or pale rose colour. It is a native of Guiana, 
growing in marshes and muddy places. 

Pitcher Plant, Indian (NepentJies), the only genus of the 
family Nepenthaceae. It contains about 20 known species of 
smooth, slender- stemmed, trailing or climbing plants, holding 
by their twisted leaf-stalks. They have alternate leaves, each of 
which is formed of three distinct parts, the lower part in the 
form of a strap-like leaf, with a thick midrib, veurying in length 
in the different species from a few to even 12 or 18 inches, and 
in breadth from an inch to a foot ; from the apex of this leafy 
part the midrib is prolonged in the form of a foot-stalk, varying 
from a few to 20 inches in length. This midrib performs the 
part of a tendril, from the apex of which rises a variously-formed 
vessel, ranging in size from a few inches to a foot in length 
and 6 inches in diameter, capable of holding more them a quart 
of water Bajah). This is called the pitcher, and in its 
early state is closed with a lid, which ultimately opens, the 
pitcher having an exact resemblance to a water-jug with a lid. 
As already stated, the pitchers vary considerably in size and 
form, and are either plain or furnished with wing-like append- 
ages on one side, the whole being green, or, as in K JlaJkiiMa, 
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K JUyah, and others, highly coloured. They are beautiful 
and interesting objects, and are highly prized by amateur culti- 
vators of rare plants. They are vddely distributed, being found 
in Ceylon, India, Malayan Peninsula, Borneo, and islands of the 
Indian Archipelago in general The first known species, AT. 
distillaioria, native of Ceylon, was introduced in 1789. A few 
years ago a plant at Kew attained the length of between 30 and 
40 feet, the lower part of the stem becoming naked, and the 
upper part bearing abundance of pitchers. 

Pitcher Plant, North American. {See Side-saddle Flower.) 

Pitori, a name given by the natives of Australia to Duboisia 
Bopwoodii, a shrub of the Figwort family (Scrophulariaceae), but 
by some considered to be related to the Atropine section of 
the Deadly Nightshade family, which its narcotic properties 
seem to warrant. It is stimulating, and its leaves are chewed 
by the natives, the same as the betel nut in India, coca leaf 
in New Grenada, and tobacco in other countries ; they consider 
it to make them courageous and strong in battle. Experiments 
made by Dr. Bancroft prove it to be a most dangerous poison, 
acting on the respiratory system, producing shivering and con- 
vulsions. 

Piwarrie. (See Cassava.) 

Plane Tree, Eastern (PloUanus orientalis), the type of 
the Plane Tree family (Platanacea;), attaining a height of from 
60 to 80 feet, and when standing singly lias wide-spreading 
branches. It is well known in parks and gardens in this 
country as a highly-omamental tree. It is conspicuous in the 
vicinity of Mount Lebanon, one near Damascus measuring 40 
feet in circumference. The Western Plane (P. occidefUalis) is 
a tree attaining a laige size, native of North America. In 
this country it is often injured by the spring frosts, and in 
the year 1811 many trees of it were killed in Scotland and in 
England. P. aeerifolia, believed to be a distinct species, is 
much grown about London as the Oriental Plane; it differs 
in its leaves not being so deeply cut, and it is less disposed as 
in the true Plane to branch horizontally. P. rocemosa, native 
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of California, P. LiTideniana^ and P. ineadcaiia, of Mexico, are 
said to be distinct species. Plane Tree wood is much prized by 
cabinetmakers, as it takes a fine polish. 

Plane Tree, Scotch, a general name in Scotland for the 
different species of the genus Acer or Maple, 

Pl a nt a in {Musa paradisiaca) and Banana {M* sapientum), 
perennial herbs, having long, vertical, sheathing leaf- stalks 
overlapping one another, forming soft stems, 4 to 15 or more 
feet high; from the top of the sheath broad leaves expand 
6 to 10 feet in length ; the fruit is produced in a birnch from 
the top of the sheathing stem, each bunch weighing 40, 60, 
or even more pounds. The Plantain and Banana are by some 
supposed to be two distinct species, but their numerous varieties 
seem to defy the limits to which of the species many of the 
forms belong. As food plants they have been cultivated in all 
ages throughout the tropics, and are now so thoroughly universal 
that it is extremely difficult to assign any place as their native 
habitat. They produce food for millions of people, far surpassing 
in quantity that of any other plant in proportion to the space it 
occupies. It has been calculated that the same area required to 
yield 33 lbs. of wheat, or 99 lbs. of potatoes, will produce 4400 
lbs. of Plantains. 

The young fruit surrounds the fiower-stalk or spadix in 
clusters, and when ripe is of a yellow colour. Each fruit is from 
6 to 8 inches long, and 4 to 5 inches in circumference. It is of 
a soft pulpy nature and agreeable flavour, being moreover highly 
nutritious. The Banana is eaten fresh when ripe, but the fruit 
of the Plantain is roasted and eaten before it attains its full 
maturity. In general the stems of Bananas rise 10 to 15 feet 
high, and are liable to be injured or even destroyed by high 
winds ; a remedy for this has, however, been found in Mvm 
chinensis, which is also cultivated under the name of Musa 
Oavendishii, the stems of which are rarely more than 4 to 5 
feet high and very stout. This last variety has been success* 
fully introduced into the Navigator’s, Eyi, and other islands of 
the Pacific, and is much valued by the natives on account of its 
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productiveiiess. The stems of the different kinds of Musa con- 
tain a quantity of fibre, and various machines have been invented 
for its extraction. It is woven into textile fabrics, and paper is 
also made of it The most important fibre-yielding species is 
Musa iextilis, known as Manilla Hemp (see Hemp). 

Bananas grow and fruit freely in hothouses ; bunches from 
50 to 60 lbs. weight have been produced at Kew, and fruit 
as large and fine-flavoured as that produced in the tropics. 

Plum (Prunus domestica), a middle-sized tree of the Plum 
family (Drupaceae). In this country it is found in a wild state, 
and it is also common throughout Europe and tlie temperate 
regions of Asia. It is by cultivation that the numerous fine 
varieties have been obtained, such as the Magnum Bonum, Blue- 
gage, Green-gage, Golden-drop, Imperatrice, Orleans, and many 
other sorts — all fine dessert fruits, more or less cultivated in 
most temperate countries. The kinds called Damsons and Prunes 
are black, and are extensively used for pi*eser\dng, the latter in a 
dried state coming to this country from Portugal and France 
under the name of Brignole Prunes. The wood of the Plum tree 
is hard, close, compact, beautifully veined, and takes a fine polish. 

Fluin, AustraliaJi, Black and Grey, names in Australia for 
the fruits of Cargillia arborea and C. australis, lofty, hard- 
wooded trees of the Ebony family (Ebenacem). C, arborea is a 
native of Queensland, attaining a height of 100 feet; the fruit 
is about the size of a plum, of a grey colour, and eaten by the 
natives. C. australis grows in the lUawarra district of New 
South Wales ; it is not such a large tree as the preceding ; it is 
slender-stemmed, attaining a height of 30 to 40 feet ; the wood 
is close-grained and useful for many purposes ; the fruits are the 
size of a large plum, and of a dark purple colour. 

Plum, Blood, the name of the fruit of Hasmatostaphes 
Barteri, a small tree of the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceee), 
native of Western tropical Africa. It has winged leaves, and long 
panicles of small white flowers. The fruit is about the size of a 
plum, of a deep crimson colour ; it is acid, but not unpleasant, 
and is eaten by the natives. 
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Plum, Grey. {See Gingerbread Plum.) 

Plum, Indian. — Fla/murtia cataphracta and F. Bamontch% 
shrubs or small trees, more or less spiny, with small alternate 
leaves, belonging to the Indian Plum family (Flacourtiacese), 
natives of India and Madagascar. The fruit of the latter is 
about the size of a plum, of a sharp but sweetish taste. F. 
sepiaria is a stiff, spiny bush, used for making hedges in India. 
It has a pleasant, refreshing, sub-acid fruit. 

Pohntukawa, a native name for Metrosideros tanientosa, a 
native of New Zealand, a remarkable tree of the Myrtle family 
(Myrtaceae), growing on the bare rocks of the shore, especially 
on the Northern Island. It sometimes grows 4 to 5 feet in 
diameter, but is then often crooked and misshapen. Its wood 
is hard, like rosewood, and takes a fine polish, but is difficult to 
work, as it breaks the edges of tools. 

Poison Bulb {Hcemanthus toxicarm)^ a bulbous plant of the 
Narcissus family (Amaryllidaceae), native of the Cape of Good 
Hope. It is poisonous, and it is said that the Kaffirs use it to 
poison their arrows. 

Poison Oak. {See Sumach.) 

Poke {Phytolacca decandra), a strong-growing, herbaceous 
plant of the Bloodberry family (Phytolaccaceae), 3 or 4 feet 
high, having bunches of dark-purple berries, the juice of which 
resembles red ink. It is a native of the Southern United 
States, where the plant is used medicinally; the young shoots 
on being boiled lose their acridity, and are then eaten as a 
vegetable. It is also called Pigeon-berry, and once had great 
repute as a cure for cancer. 

Pollard. {See Bran.) 

Polish Mushroom, a name given on the Continent to Boletus 
edvlis, an eatable fungus growing in woods. 

Polyanthus, a familiar name for Primula ekUior^ a perennial 
herb of the Primrose family (Primulacem), native of this 
countiy, but rare ; also known by the name of Oxlip. It de- 
rives its name from the Greek words poly (many) and anthm 
(flowers), its flower-stalk bearing many erect flowers in the 
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form of an umbel, thus difiTering from the primrose, which is 
one-flowered ; there are many fine varieties cultivated by ama- 
teurs. Polyanthus having become a familiar English name, must 
not be confounded with the genus Pdianthes, which means 
city-flower. {See Tuberose.) 

Polypody, an ancient name for Polypodium vulgare, a fern 
common in this country and throughout Europe, growing on 
trees, rocks, old walls, etc. By the ancients and our old her- 
balists many medicinal virtues were ascribed to the common 
Polypody. In some countries it is used as a cure for ringworm, 
and in this country an infusion of the fresh rhizome (creeping 
stem) is still regarded as a mild laxative, and is occasionally 
used as a remedy for colds and coughs. Its fronds yield 
carbonate of potash. 

Pomegranate {Punica Granatum), a bushy deciduous tree, 
20 to 30 feet high, of the Myrtle family (Myrtacese), native of 
Northern India and Western Asia, extending westward to the 
countries of the Mediterranean. It has been long cultivated in 
Spain and other countries of the South of Europe, and is also 
abundant in the West Indies and America, The fhiit is usually 
about as laige as a full-sized apple, having a bard rind of a 
yellowish colour ; it contains a pulp which is highly prized for 
making cooling drinks. In Persia a wine is made from it in 
sufficient quantities for exportation. The rind, as well as the 
flowers, is used medicinally as a powerful astringent. The 
former contains a laige quantity of tannin, which is used in the 
manufacture of morocco leather. A decoction of the bark and 
root is a powerful remedy for tapeworm. The Pomegranate is 
recorded as being introduced into this country in 1548. It grows 
freely under the protection of walls, but suffers in severe winters. 
In January 1838 all the trees in the neighbourhood of London 
were killed to the ground. The Pomegranate is of ancient 
renown, being mentioned in the Bible as one of the fruits of the 
Land of Promise, and is also described by Theophrastus 300 
years before the Christian era. 

Pomdoes. {8u Shaddock.) 
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Pondweed, Ohoke {AnacJvaris Aldimstrum), an aquatic of 
the Frogbit family (Hydrocharidaceae), with leaves like chick- 
weed, arranged three in a whorl on long, slender, floating stems, 
which are densely matted together. It is a native of North 
America, and about forty years ago made its appearance in 
this country, spreading so rapidly that it was feared it would 
choke up the canals, and so prevent navigation.' It, however, 
forms such dense masses that it ultimately becomes exhausted, 
and dies out. 

Pool-rush. (See Bulrush.) 

Poonga Oil, a name in India given to the oil expressed from 
Pongamia glahra, a tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae), very 
generally diffused throughout Southern India, Malacca, Indian 
Archipelago, Southern China, North Australia, and Fiji Islands. 
It is a wing-leaved, middle-sized tree ; its fruit (pod) from one 
to one and a half inches long and one inch broad, flattened, 
roundish, thick, and hard, containing a thick, kidney-shaped 
seed, which yields an oil, used by the common people for 
burning in lamps ; and it is also used in medicine. It is of a 
yellowish-brown colour, and congeals at a temperature below 
60® Fahr. 

Poplar (^Populus), the name of a genus of trees of the Willow 
family (Salicaceae), of which there are a considerable number of 
species widely distributed, chiefly throughout the north temperate 
zone. About 15 species are recorded as being cultivated in 
this country, of which the following are the principal, the four 
first being natives : — P. alha, the great White Poplar, or Abele 
tree, and P. cariescens, the Grey Poplar. They are common 
in other parts of Europe and in the Caucasus and Persia. The 
timber of P. alba is soft, and but little used, except for toys and 
such work ; that of P. canescens is harder, and is used by mill- 
wrights, and being light is used for the handles of brooms, etc. 
P, nigra, the Black Poplar, is of rapid growth, attaining a 
height of 30 to 40 feet in ten years ; the wood is yellow, fibrous, 
and soft. P. trem^ula, the Trembling Poplar^ or Aspen, is an 
erect, slender-branching, somewhat pyramidal deciduous tree, 
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attaining a height of 40 to 50 feet. Its leaves are nearly 
round, thin and smooth, alternate, and obliquely attached by a 
slender foot-stalk, which allows them to move freely in a quiver- 
ing manner, even when the air is stiU, and their rustling against 
one another makes an audible noise, which may be heard at 
some distance. This rustling noise is considered by Bible 
critics to explain the words, “ When thou hearest the sound of 
a going in the tops of the mulberry trees,” etc. (2 Samuel 
V. 23, 24). As the leaves of the mulberry are stiff and rigid, 
and do not rustle against one another like those of the Poplar, 
and also as there is no evidence to show that mulberry trees 
grew in Palestine in the time of Samuel, it is therefore con- 
sidered that the Hebrew word Q>ecaim) should have been 
translated Poplar, not mulberry. 

P. fastiguUa, the Lombardy Poplar, is an erect-branched 
tree of a pyramidal form, attaining a height of 50 to 100 feet. 
It abounds in Italy, but is believed to be a native of Northern 
and Western Asia ; in this country it is planted as an orna- 
mental tree, but is often iiyured by the frost of severe winters. 
Some years ago some fine trees were to be seen about London ; 
their places are now occupied by buildings. . P. halsamifera, 
native of North America, is called Tacamahac Poplar, and in 
this country Balsam Poplar ; it attains a height of 40 to 50 
or more feet ; the buds and young shoots are viscous, the whole 
of the tree possessing a fine balsamic odour. P. monUifera is 
said to be a native of North America, but its habitat is uncertain ; 
recorded to be introduced into tliis country in 1772. It is said 
to attain a great height, even to 100 feet It is common in 
Italy, which has led to its receiving the name of Black Italian 
Poplar. 

Popp7, Bed, or Oorn {Papaver Shaeas), one of our most 
beautiful British annuals ; it must nevertheless be viewed as a 
troublesome weed. It is a great ornament to our cornfields, 
often making them appe^ while in flower one blaze of red. A 
syrup is prq>ared from the petals used in medicine, and a colour- 
ing matter used in the preparation of red ink. 
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Poppy, Wllite (Papaver somniferum), an annual of the Poppy 
family (Papaverace©), attaining a height of 3 feet, having large, 
single, white or pink flowers. Its native country is not known, 
as it has been cultivated from the most remote ages, and was 
early known in Italy and Greece. It has long been extensively 
grown in India for its milky juice, which is obtained by scarify- 
ing the capsules when fully grown but in a green stata The 
juice soon hardens, and is scraped off, formed into balls, and 
called Opium, from which morphia is obtained. The highly 
medicinal properties are well known, and when used with judici- 
ous care it is one of the most valuable medicines known to man. 
Opium is, however, more extensively used for inducing narcotic 
intoxication by smoking or chewing, particularly in China, 
Turkey, Persia, India, and Siam, and to some extent in England. 
This pernicious custom when .carried to excess is fatal to 
health, even causing madness. The capsules, or poppy-heads, 
are dried and employed in fomentations, and a syrup is pre- 
pared from them for use as a cough medicine. Opium forms 
one of the ingredients of Godfrey's Cordial The seeds are per- 
fectly free from any narcotic principle. A fine clear oil, nearly 
equal to olive oil, is obtained from them, which is used as a 
salad oil in India as well as on the Continent, where it is ex- 
pressly grown for that purpose. It is but sparingly cultivated 
in this country for its heads, the seed being the maw-seed given 
to cage-birds. 

The Government of China, being desirous to prevent the use 
of Opium, in 1839 destroyed a gi-eat quantity, the property 
of British merchants, which led to the first war with that 
country; the result being the opening of that great. empire, as 
also Japan, to the trade and commerce of the world. [The 
Poppy i therefore, wUh the tea, sugar, tobdcco, arid cotton plants, 
has been an important agent in changing the political and social 
conditions of nations. An import duty on tea led to the separation 
from the British Crown of the North American Colonies, which 
have become the great JSeptMic of the United J^tes. The cultiva^ 
tion of sugar, tobacco, and cotton in America and the West Indies 
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laid (he foundaiim of the dave trade, with ail the horrors that 
have attended t^.] 

Porcapine-wood. {See Cocoa Nut) 

Portllgal Laurel {Pmmis \Ccrasu8\ bisitanica), a wide- 
spreading, evergreen shrub or short- stemmed tree, seldom 
exceeding 20 feet in height, belonging to the Clieny group of 
the Plum family (Drupacere). It is a native of Portugal and 
Madeira, and was introcUiced into this country in 1648 ; it is very 
generally planted as an ornamental shrub. In severe winters 
it is often injured; the frost of January 1838 destroyed the 
whole of tlie plants at Kew. 

Potato {Solantim tuberosum), a perennial of the Nightshade 
family (Solanaceae). This well-knouTi esculent is a native of 
Peru and Chili, and has also been found wild in Mexico. It 
was first introduced into Spain alx)ut the beginning of the six- 
teenth century, and into England from Virginia by Sir Walter 
Kaleigh in 1586. Gerard, in his Herbal, published in 1597, 
gives a figure of a potato plant which he had had growing in his 
garden in Holbom (London), under the name of Batata virgini- 
ana^ and says it should be eaten as a delicate dish, not as com- 
mon food. Parkinson (1640) says the tubers were roasted, and 
steeped in sack or sugar, or baked with marrow and spices, and 
even preserved candied by the comfit-makers. The cultivation 
of the Potato spread very slowly. About 1633 it was encour- 
aged by the Royal Society ; but it was not until nearly a century 
had elapsed that it became plentiful, and was successfully 
cultivated in Scotland. It is singular that in The Complete 
Gardener, published by London and Wise in 1719, the Potato is 
not mentioned, and about the same time Bradly, an extensive 
writer on horticultural subjects, speaks of it as being inferior to 
radishes. During the last hundred years the cultivation of the 
Potato has greatly increased in importance, especially in poor 
and densely-populated districts. The ravages of a potato-disease, 
which first appeared in 1845, produced a famine, especially in 

^ In Spain called potades, in Italy potate; hence comes our word 
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Ireland, where Potatoes had for years been almost the sole 
article of food with the poorer class. Since that period, and on 
account of this disease, the crop has been uncertain throughout 
all countries. 

Besides the usual culinary purposes for which Potatoes are 
used, a large quantity of starch is manufactured from them, 
equal to arrowroot, and used for many domestic purposes. It 
enters largely into the composition of wheaten bread, sometimes 
even to excess. From the starch a gum is obtained called 
Dextrine, which is used in the arts. The Potato yields by dis- 
tillation a strong spirit, and by fermentation a wine is obtained ; 
the spirit in flavour resembles brandy. Consequent on the 
disease of late years deteriorating the crops in this countiy, and 
the supply falling short of the demand, large quantities are 
imported, chiefly from France, the weekly consumption of 
London alone being equivalent to 500 tons. The quantity of 
baked Potatoes sold by vendors in the streets is estimated at 60 
tons weekly between September and April The disease is 
caused by a microscopic fungus called Permwspora infegtans, 
which rapidly spreads over the plant, whole fields becoming 
black in a night ; its mycelium enters the tubers, causing them 
to soften and rot. Much has been written on this disease, and 
rewards offered for its prevention or cure, but hitherto without 
any satisfactory result 

Pottery Tree {MoquUea utilis), a plant of the Cocoa Plum 
family (Chrysobalanacese), consisting of tail trees, natives of the 
forests of Brazil and Guiana. Spruce describes them as straight, 
slender trees, 100 feet in height The bark is very hard and 
brittle, and contains a great quantity of silica, which the 
Indians obtain by burning the bark, and mixing the residne 
with clay to form pottery-ware vessels to stand fire heat In 
Trinidad the bark of a species of HirteUa, S. eilieea, a genus of 
the same family, is used for similar purposes. Specimens of the 
bark and of the vessels made from these pottery trees may be 
seen in the Museum in Kew Gardens. 

Prairie Tnniip {Pemdta «Ku!enta), a tuberous-rooted heri> 
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bdooging to the Bean &inily (Legominoeae), attaining a he%ht 
of 2 feet, having winged leaves. It is common in some of 
the United States and in North-West America. Its tnberous 
roots form a considerable article of food to the native population, 
but it is rather insipid. 

FrangOS {Prangos paJndaria), a pereimial of the Carrot 
fismily (Umbelliferse), having a stem a few feet in height, with 
findy-divided leaves, and umbds of yellow flowers. It is a native 
of Tibet, where it is extensivdy used as a fodder for sheep, 
goats, and oxen ; they are very fond of it, and soon get fat upon 
it It is not so much esteemed in Cashmere, where grass is 
more abundant than in Tibet About 1840 it came into special 
notice in this country under the name of hay, and attempts were 
made to introduce it as a forage-plant, but it did not succeed. 

Priddy Fbar. (See Indian Fig.) 

Fride of Lidia. (iSSse Bead Tree.) 

FrimroM (Primula vulgaris), a perennial herb of the Prim- 
rose family (Primulaceie). This, with the Cowsh'p (P. officinalis) 
and Oxlip (P. elatwr), are natives of this country, and in general 
favour as early spring flowers. (See Polyanthus.) P. ehinensis, 
native of China, was introduced about forty years ago. Of this 
there are now many fine varieties, widi double flowers, varying in 
odour from pink to pure white. It is extensively cultivated by 
florists as a decorative plant, as is also the more recently intro- 
duced qiecies P. japoniea. P. sikkimenris, and other showy 
species, native of the Himalayas, have been recently introduced. 
P. viUom, P. marginaia, P. inlegrifolia, P. ealycina, P. helvetica, 
and P. Auricula (see Auricula), natives of Switzerland, are 
&vourites with cultivators of alpine plants, to which may be 
added P. farinosa and P. scotica, natives of this country. 

Fkivet, also known by the name of Prim, a bushy, simple- 
leaved shrub d the Olive family (Oleacem), native of this 
coontiy, and generally throughout Europe. It seldom exceeds 
8 to 10 feet in height ; its wood is hard, and although small is 
used in tummy. It is much planted in this country as an 
ornamental ^ant^ and for fimning hedges where stxengUi is not 
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required. Zt bears pruning and clipping with impunity. Its 
fruit is a small, black berry, produced in bunches ; the juice is 
said to be used for painting playing-cards and also for colouring 
port wine. A bitter extract called ligustrine is obtained hrom 
the bark; it also contains tannin. 

Protea, the Linnsean name of a genus, the type of the 
Protea family (Proteacese). It consists of 40 to 50 species of 
shrubs and small trees, with alternate, entire, smooth or villose 
leaves, varying from linear to oblong, elliptical, and cordate. 
Flowers in terminal heads, composed of numerous tubular florets 
(calyx), surrounded by oblong imbricated bracts, similar to the 
flowers of the Composite family (Compositse), in P. hyngijlora, 
P. gravdiflora, P. speeiosa, P. formom, and P. mellifera. The 
flowers are large, 3 to 4 inches in length, firm and imbricated, 
forming a cup, which in P. mellifera contains a large quantity 
of honey. (See Honey Flowers.) They are all, with the excep- 
tion of P. abyssinica, natives of South Africa. Tweniy-three 
species are recorded in the second edition of HcHus Kewensis 
(1813), which for many years formed a part of the great collec- 
tion of Proteacese at Kew. 

Prune. (See Plum.) 

Pnchurim Bean. (<S<^ Nutmeg.) 

Pudding Berries (Corrms oanadensis), a herb of the Dog- 
wood family (Comacese), common throughout the whole of North 
America. An allied species -is C. suedca, called Dwarf GomeL 
It is smaller than the preceding, seldom exceeding 6 inches in 
height. It is a native of the North of Scotland and the North 
of Europe generally. The berries of both are used as food, 
especially by the Esquimaux. 

Pudding Pipe, a name given in Jamaica and the West 
Indies to Cassia fistula, sometimes called CathartoearpusfufyUa, 
a small wing-leaved tree of the Bean family (L^uminoste), 
producing abundance of yellow flowers, native of the East 
Indies, and now common in most tropical countries. It 
produces a smooth cylindrical pod twice Ure thickness of the 
iingmr, and sometimea two feet in lengtL The interim is divided 
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into nomerous transverae partitions, each containing a seed 
embedded in pnlp, of a sweet taste, which forms an important 
laxative medicine. The leaves, as also those of C. data, are used 
as a cure for ringworm. 

Pair Ball (Lt/eoperdon hovista and L. giganteum), globular, 
stemless fungi, generally growing in pastures. The chief specific 
difference of the two is in their respective sizes, which varies 
from a few inches to a foot or more in diameter, sometimes 
weighing as much as six pounds. They are of a brown colour. 
When perfectly ripe, on being pressed with the hand or trodden 
upon, they emit thmr spores in a dust-like cloud resembling 
smoke. From this circumstance they are called The Devil’s 
Snuff-box. While young, in their solid state cut into slices and 
fiied with butter, they form a delicately flavoured wholesome 
dish. The allied genus Bovista, of which there are two species 
native of Britain {B. nigrescens and B. plumhea), are similar to 
the puff ball in form, but much smaller, and discharge their 
dust-like spores from the top of their papery skin. They are 
common in dry pastures. 

Pnlas, a name in India for Butm /rondosa, a tree of the 
Bean family (Leguminosm), native of Bengal, attaining a 
height of 30 or 40 feet. Its leaves are trifoliate, and covered 
with a velvety dowiL Its flowers are produced before the 
leaves. Each flower is about 2 inches long, and of a bright 
orange-red colour, and when the tree is in full flower is a 
splendid sight, the masses of flowers resembling sheets of flame. 
It furnishes several useful articles, the most important being a 
kind of kino gum, which exudes from the bark on its being 
wounded. In order to distinguish it from the kino produced from 
Ptenearpat marmpium, it is called Butea Kino, or Gum Butea. 
It is also sometimes called Bengal Kino. It is chiefly employed 
by the natives for tanning leather. It has been tried in this 
ooantiy, but the colour it imparts to the leather is considered 
objeerionable. The flowers produce a beantifhl bright yellow 
or de^ <»ange-red dye ; but it is not permanent A coarse fibre 
of the berk of the stem and roots is used for caulking boats. 
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The lac insect, a kind of coccus, frequents the tree, and l^’.its 
punctures in the young shoots produces stick lac. The seeds 
produce a snuill quantity of oil called Moodopga OiL This 
tree is also called by the name of Dhak. 

Another species is B. superha. It differs from the preced- 
ing, being a climber. Its leaves and flowers are similar to the 
last ; as also its products. 

Pnlqne. {See Aloe, American.) 

Pulse, a general name for the pods and seeds of peas, 
lentils, etc. 

Pnln, the name applied to the fine silky hairs that cover 
the upper part of the stem and base of the stipes of Cihotium 
Mmziesii, C. Chamissoi, and C. glaucfwm, tree-ferns of the tribe 
DicksonicBy natives of the Sandwich Islands. Some years ago 
large quantities of these hairs were collected, and shiploads were 
sent to Australia and used for stuffing cushions and beds, but it 
has fallen into disuse. 

Pumpkin {Ciicurhita majxima), a trailing annual plant of the 
Gourd family (Cucurbitaceae), producing the largest fruit of any 
known plant, some having been grown in this country weighing 
from 200 to 240 pounds, and measuring from 6 to nearly 8 feet 
in circumference. They are wholesome, and when young are by 
some used as a vegetable. 

Puriri, a name in New Zealand for Viiex littoTcdis, a tree of 
the Vervain family (Verbenaceae), attaining a height of 50 to 
60 feet. Its wood is hard and dark brown, much used in aU 
kinds of work. It is also called New Zealand Teak. 

Puya^ the name of a genus of the Pine-apple family (Brome- 
liaceae), represented by P. chilensis, which has a pahn-like stem 
2 to 4 feet high, according to age. It has long recurved leaves, 
armed with hooked spines; native of some parts of the coast of 
Chili, where it forms impenetrable thickets miles in extent; its 
leaves contain fibre. (See also Grass Cloth.) 

Quamash (Camaseia emUenta), a bulbous plant of the 
Hyacinth section of the lily family (liliacese), with blue or 
white flowers. It is a native of North America^ where it is very 
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abundant^ and its bulbous roots form a large proportion of the 
y^table food of the Indians. 

Qnandang Nut {Sawtalum cumminaiwm), a tree of the Sandal* 
wood family (Santalacece), attammg a height of 20 or 30 feet, 
having a drupaceous fruit winch is used as a preserve, and may 
be considered one of the few native fruits of Australia worthy 
of the name of fruit 

Quassia {Qiumm amarci), a small tree of the family Sima- 
rubaceie, native of Surinam and Guiana, from whence it has been 
introduced mto the West Indies The generic name Qvmsia is 
denved from a negro named Quassi of Surinam, who employed 
the wood with uncommon success as a secret remedy m the 
malignant endemic fevers which frequently prevailed in Sun- 
nam. He sold the secret to Daniel Rolander, a Swede, who, m 
1756, brought specimens of the wood to Stockholm, and shortly 
afterwards it became highly extolled throughout Europe, and it 
has been prescnbed by numerous eminent doctors as an excel- 
lent tome. The whole plant — root, wood, and bark — is intensely 
bitter, and possesses highly antiseptic properties On account 
of its bitterness it has been used by brewers as a substitute for 
hops. The bitterness of the Sunnam Quassia is, however, super- 
seded by the Jamaica Quassia, Ptcrcena exceha, a tree of the same 
family, common m the lowlands of Jamaica, attaining a height 
of 50 to 60 feet The Quassia wood of the shops is now pnn- 
cipally the produce of this tree. Its medical qualities are the 
same as those of the Sunnam Quassia. The bitter cups sold a 
few years ago m cunosity shops are made of this wood, and water 
allowed to remain in the cup for a short time becomes bitter. 
An infusion of Quassia chips destroys flies. Another bitter tree 
of this family is Sirmruha amara, a tree attammg a height 
of 20 feet^ native of the West Indies and Gmana. The bark is 
extremely bitter, and is used in the form of a decoction m many 
complaints. 

Qnebraelio, Bed LorerUzii), a tree of the 

CashewNntfimiily (AiiacardiaceiB),native of Colorado and Mexico. 
It is said to possess the same properties as the following* 
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Quebracho, White, a name m South Amenca for 
dosperma QuebracJw, a tree of the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae), 
native of the province of Santiago m Chib, where its bark has 
been used for many years as a febrifuge instead of Cinchona. 
Eecently it has received a good deal of attention in this countiy 
as a remedy for diseases of the respiratory organs. The bark 
contains an alkaloid called Aspidospermin. 

Quercitron. {See Oak.) 

QuiUaia Bark {Quillaja Saponarm), a tree attainmg a 
height of 50 to 60 feet, native of Chib, belongmg to the wmg- 
seeded section of the Eose family (Eosacese), having smooth, 
shining, oval, green leaves, about 1| mch m length, and ter- 
minal white flowers The bark is called QuiUaja or Soap Bark, 
and consists of numerous layers, contammg much carbonate of 
lime and other mineral matters, which renders it so heavy that 
it sinks in water It is in common use m Chill instead of soap. 
Some years ago it was introduced mto this country and recom- 
mended as a substitute for soap, especially for washing pnnted 
goods, silks, and delicate-coloured fabrics An extract has been 
prepared under the name of QuiUai Bark Oil, and sold by 
hairdressem for promoting the growth of the hair 

Quince Tree {Cydonia v'ldgarts), a low, spreading, branched 
tree of the Apple family (Pomacese), native of the temperate zone 
of Europe and Asia It appears to have been early cultivated 
by the Greeks and Eomans Pbny says it was first introduced 
to Italy from Crete, and luto this countiy about the end of the 
sixteenth century The fruit has a powerful odour, and is 
often used for flavouring marmalade and other preserves Wine 
IS also made from it In the heathen mythology the Qmnce was 
devoted to the goddess Venus, as being the emblem of love, 
happiness, and faithfulness, and has been supposed to be the 
golden fruit of the fancied garden of the Hespendes, defended 
by the dragon The fruit of C sinensts is very inferior to the 
common Qumce. 

Quiniua (See Cinchona.) 

QuiuM {Chempodtum Qmnoa), an annual plant of the 
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Spinach family (Chenopodiaceae), growing to a height of from 
4 to 6 feet» producing dense, erect, compound panicles of flowers. 
It is a native of Peru, and is much cultivated in Chili and other 
parts of Western America for its seeds, which form an important 
article of food, and are considered by the miners and others 
employed in laborious work as very strengthening. .Before the 
conquest of Peru by the Spaniards it was the principal meal 
food of the Peruvians. In this country it is cultivated for feed- 
ing fowls, and its leaves are used as a vegetable. In the United 
States an oil is obtamed from the seeds of C anthdm%nt%mm. 

Radish {Raphanm scUix^m), an annual herb of the Cabbage 
family (Cruciferae) It is not knowm m a wild state, but is 
supposed to be a cultivated form ot the wild liadish (R Raphan- 
%strum\ a common plant in this country and Southern Europe 
If so, it must have come to its present edible state m eaily 
times 

Radish, Rat-tail {Raphanm caudahu), native of India and 
China, and was introduced into this country about twenty years 
ago It IS considered by some authors to be simply a variety 
of the common radish. It has been higldy prized and much 
sought after on account of its long succulent pods, which under 
good cultivation attam a length of 2 to 3 feet, and are eaten 
either boiled or pickled. A few years since it was recommended 
for cultivation in this country, but it is now seldom heard of 

Baetem, the Arabic name for a kind of broom, named by 
Iixina;us Spartium monospennum, a shrub of the Bean family 
(Legummosae). In habit of growth it is similar to the common 
yellow broom of this country , but its branches are longer and 
more flexible, and of a grey colour, forming a dense bush 10 to 
12 feet high. Its leaves are very small and few , its flowers are 
white, followed by a small, smgle-seeded, pod*Iike indehiscent 
fruit It IS common in barren tracts throughout the region of 
the Mediterranean, both European and Afncan. It is the plant 
spokmi of in the Bible under the name of Juniper ; ** Who cut 
up mallows by the bushes and Juniper roots for their meat ” 
(Job zxx 4). Instead of Juniper, the word (rothem) should have 
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been translated Broom but as neither Juniper nor Broom is 
capable of being eaten as food, both being hard and nauseous in 
the extreme, we are led to suppose that it was some other plant 
that was eaten, and that it was a species of Cynorrionum which 
grows on the roots of Raetem, in the same manner as Broom- 
rape {Orohanche) grows on the roots of broom and furze in this 
country , further, Cynomorxum coccineum has been seen grow- 
ing in abundance on the Eaetem in the region of the Dead Sea, 
and IS known to be eaten in some parts in times of scarcity, 
especially in the Canary Islands, so that this plant may be 
accepted as explaining the words, ‘'eatmg Juniper roots for 
their meat ” {See Fungus Melitensis ) 

BaflSia, or Boffia. {See Jupate Palm ) 

Bafflesia. — It is now sixty-two years since a great sensa- 
tion was caused by the discovery m the Island of Sumatra 
of one of the most remarkable productions of the vegetable 
kingdom This was a plant consisting of a flower only, measur- 
ing 1 yard in diameter, formed of five high fleshy lobes (petals), 
of a spotted or mottled red colour, the union of their bases 
forming a central cup capable of holding 12 pints of water, 
the whole weighing 15 lbs It was found growing on a prostrate 
stem of a species of Gissus, a genus of the Vine family, and m its 
unexpanded state was like a red cabbage From its carnon-like 
smell attracting insects, it was supposed to be a fungus , but 
on specimens being submitted to the celebrated botanist, Mr 
Robert Brown, it was found to be a true flower, having perfect 
stamens and pistils, but dioecious — that is, the stamens in one 
flower and pistils in another. He named it Bafflesia Amoldi, 
after its discoverers, Sir T. S Raffles and Dr. Arnold, and con- 
sidered it to belong to the family Balanophoracese, all of which 
are parasites ; but it is now classed by some botanists as the 
type of a distinct fanuly, Rafflesiacem 

Ragee, a name in India for JEletmne coracaim, a miUet-like 
grass, the seeds of which are used for food. 

Bairins. {See Vina) 

BakL {See Mastich.) 
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BambntaiL {See litchi.) 

Eaiaie, or Ramee (Boehmena mvea). ^See Grass Cloth.) 

Eamlahi the name of the fruit of Pierardta saptda, now 
placed m the genus Bojocaurea, belonging to the Euphorbiacem. 
It is a small tree, with broad, entire, oblong leaves, native of 
the Malay Penmsula, as also of the Pegu forests of Burmah. 
Fruit the size of a large gooseberry, smooth, yellow, three-celled, 
with the seeds embedded in a pulpy ariL It is esteemed by the 
natives, and is generally plentiful in the Rangoon market 

Choopah is the native name of P dulcu, a tree similar to 
the last, native of the Malayan Islands. Its fruits are nearly 
round, and rather larger than a cherry They contain a sweet, 
luscious pulp, and hke the last are eaten in laige quantities 

Bampion {Campanula Bapuncului), a perenmal of the Bell 
Flower family (Campanulaceae), native of tins countr}^ common 
in gardens for its running, white, succulent roots, winch are 
eaten as a salad. 

Bam-til Oil, a name in India for an oil expressed from 
the seeds of Guizotva olnfera, a w’eed} -looking annual herb of 
the Composite family (Composite), cultivated m Abyssinia 
and vanous parts of India for the sake of its seeds, which yield 
a bland oil similar to Sesamum od, used for lamps and for 
culinary purposes. 

Rape {Brassica Napus) and Oolza {B campcstru), two weedy 
annuals of the Cabbage family (Cruciferae) They differ in the 
leaves, one being smooth and the other hairy They are ex- 
tensively cultivated m this country and throughout Europe for 
their seeds, which yield liape and Colza Oil. The consumption 
in this country is so great that immense quantities are imported. 
The refuse seeds form oil-cake for feeding cattle 

Camdvna eattva^ known as Gold of Pleasure, is a plant 
similar to the preceding, and cultivated for the same purposes. 

Raspberry (Bubm Idams), a cane-stemmed shrub of the 
Bose family (Bosacese), native of Britain, most parts of temperate 
Europe, and western temperate Asia. It is cultivated for its 
fruit, so called, which consists of numerous little achenia 
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embedded in pnlp, forming a componnd fruit. There are two 
kinds, the red and the white, and by cultivation fine varieties 
have been obtained. They are well known as dessert fruits, 
and large quantities are used for jams, jellies, and cooling 
drinks, also for raspberry vmegar, wine, and brandy In 1873 
one firm alone in London used 300 tons for these purposes 

Rasp Palm {Inartea exorrlma), a wing-leaved palm, native 
of Northern Brazil and Central Amenca It is remarkable 
inasmuch as its stem is supported on aerial roots, which diverge 
fiom the base in a slantmg direction like props, and are of 
sufficient height for a man to walk beneath them. These sup- 
porting roots are 6 to 8 inches in circumference, covered with 
hard tubercles, and are used by the natives as graters A fine 
example of this palm, with aenal roots 2 feet m length, was a 
few years ago to be seen in the Palm-house at Kew 

Rata, a name given by the natives of New Zealand to 
Metrosxderos rolmstcL, a tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtaceoe), 
remarkable for its mode of growth. Its nature is epiphytal ; it 
begins by several young stems ascendmg some forest trees, like 
ivy , they thicken and involve the whole of the trunk of the 
tree to its summit, the tree ultimately dies and entirely disappears 
The Eata stems becoming united, form a hollow trunk, 8 to 10 
feet in circumference and 30 to 40 feet high, the lower part 
gradually filling up and becoming solid timber, which is almost 
like rosewood The natives make their war-clubs, paddles, and 
other articles of it 

Rattan Cane. {See Cane ) 

Ray Grass (generally pronounced Rye-Grass), species of 
the genus Lohuviy Z. pereniie and Z. bemg highly 

valued as pasture and hay grasses. Z. temvlmtum is the 
poisonous Darnel (which see) 

Red Snow, a name for Protococcus mvcdis, a genus of the 
Conferva family (Confervse) This singular substance consists 
of microscopic globules covering large tracts of snow m the 
Arctic and Alpine regions, with patches of a bright red colour, 
which, after pressure with the foot or sledge assumes the 
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appearance of blood It is rapidly generated, and is m some 
parts believed by the peasantry to be showers of blood. It 
has been seen m Scotland by the writer. 

Badwood. (See Humm , also Mahogany, Indian ) 
Badwood of Oalifomia (Seqaam sempemrens)^ a tree of the 
Conifer® family, native of California, attaining a height of 
more than 300 feet It has been introduced into this country 
and found perfectly hardy, some specimens being from 30 to 40 
feet high, forming fine ornamental trees (See Wellingtonia) 
Baads, the culms or flower-stems of tall slender grasses, 
the common Eeed of this country being Phragimics wmmunUy 
growing on the banks of the Tliames and other rivers, used for 
thatching and other domestic purposes In France it is planted 
on the sea-coast with Pinus nuirituna to assist in fiving the 
sands 

Bead Mace, also known by the name of Cat^s-tail Typha 
lati/olia, the great, and T aiufudtfolm, the lesser, Cat’s-tail, re- 
presentatives of the family T}phacea3, are natives of this country 
and throughout Europe and Northern Asia, They are perennial 
rooted plants, with cane-Iike stems 5 to 8 feet in height, having 
alternate, broad, grass-like, glaucous leaves, terminated by a 
thick cylmdrical head 6 to 8 inches in length, composed of 
numerous florets, each formed of hair-like glumea The flowers 
are of separate sexes, the male containing a quantity of pollen, 
of which in some parts a kind of bread is made They grow in 
lakes, nvers, and watery places, often forming thickets such as 
that which occupied the boggy ground at Shepherd’s Bush fifty 
years ago, which is now covered with large mansions 

Beindeer Moss (Cladonm rawjxfenm), a lichen , an erect 
fiinely-branched species of a white or grey colour, growing in 
compact masses, about 6 inches high, and covering large tracts 
of country throughout Northern Europe and Arctic America, 
where it may be said to represent the herbage of more southern 
latitades. It is well known as the principal food of the rein- 
deer. 

iMilL Pitch.) 
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Resurrection Plant, a name given to Sdajgvndla leptdophylla, 
a plant of the Club Moss family (Lycopodiaceae), native of 
Mexico , in the valley of the Rio Grande growing on rocks, 
lying flat in the form of a rosette It is of a vivid green colour, 
and on the air becoming dry it rolls up like a ball, and expands 
again on the approach of moisture About forty years ago a 
quantity of these plants was imported and sold m London under 
the name of Rose of Jencho, but they afterwards became known 
as the Resurrection Plant 

Revalenta Meal {See LentiL) 

Rewarewa, a New Zealand name for Knightia excelm, a 
tree of the Protea family (Proteaceje), attaining a height of 
100 feet It has handsome wood, which is used for furniture 
and cabinet-work generally 

Rhatany {Kramerm triandia), a strong-rooted perennial 
suffruticose plant of the Milkwort family (Polygalacese), native 
of Peru Its root is thick and fleshy, producing numerous 
spreading, somewhat decumbent stems, leaves alternate, simple, 
obovate, acuminate, and villose The roots are highly astringent 
and tonic, and used by the Indians for the cuie of many com- 
plaints , and some years ago were largely imported by the 
Spaniards and Portuguese for giving a led colour to wines, but 
the article has now fallen into disuse, and very little is imported. 

Rhea Fibre. {See Grass-cloth ) 

Rhododendron, a botanical name (now become familiarised) 
of an extensive genus of trees and shrubs of the Heath family 
(Ericacece), principally natives of the temperate countries of the 
northern hemisphere, as also on elevated regions of India and 
in the Malayan Archipelago They vary considerably in habit 
and size, some being trees with large broad leaves, others trad- 
ing, partially epiphytal shrubs, and others heath -like. All 
have showy, and many of them splendid flowers. J2. ponitmm 
may be considered the type of the genus native of the Levant, 
and become naturalised in Gibraltar, and with R. hirmtum 
and ferruginmmf natives of the Alps, was introduced into this 
country about the middle of the last century. The North 
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Ameiican species R maximum is, however, recorded to have 
been introduced earlier 

In Alton’s Hortus Kmcuns 14 species are enumerated, in- 
cluding the above In 1818 Di Wallich foiwaided to this 
country seeds of R arhoicmuy native of Nepal, which were 
reared in the Eoyal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, and two plants 
were forwarded to Kew, the laigest of which was, in 1880, 23 
feet high, girth of stern 3 feet 6 inches, and circumference of 
blanches 15 feet, and in some years it is thickly coveied with 
scailet fioweis The introduction of several other Indian species 
quickly followed The botanical discoveries of Sir Joseph Hooker 
in Sikkim Himalaya, between 1847-51, added gieatly to the 
iiiimbei of Indian species in cultivation At the same time 
many fine species weie intioduced from Bhotan, none of which, 
howevei, were found sufficiently liardy to withstand the severe 
wiiiteis of this couiitiy This led cultivators to raise hybrids 
between R ponhtum and othei hardy species, and R arboreum 
and other Indian species, which have proved eminently success- 
ful, and now our shrub] )eiies aie yearly gay with a numerous 
variety of variously-coloured showy flowers Among tlie Sikkim 
species are tiees 40 to 50 teet high, others form shrubs ot 
ordinary size, while those oi the higher regions form low bushes, 
some with heath-like leaves A poisonous principle, of greater 
or lesser intensity iii different species, pervades the whole of the 
genus In Sikkim R unnabarmum poisons cattle and goats , 
many die from eating its leaves When used as fuel it causes 
the face to swell and tlie eyes to inflame R onthopogoii and 
R setosum, two small-leaved bushy species, natives of the higher 
regions of Sikkim, emit an odour i^hich gives headache to those 
travelling in the elevated regions where they grow The scent 
of R antliopoijon is so strong, and is retained for so long a time, 
that it IS disagreeable even in theherbaiium The flowers of R 
arboreum yield such a large quantity of honey that the ground 
becomes wet undei the plants Bees and wasps get intoxicated 
and lose their lives by becoming fixed in the mass of honey 

Khubarb. — Rheum palmatum, R officinale^ R Rhaponticumy 
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etc , peiennial plants of the Buckwheat family (Polygonaceae), 
natives of Bussia, the range of the Himalaya, and Western 
China Prom the latter country large quantities of the roots 
enter Eussia, from which place the best Ehubaib comes to this 
country The loots of R Emodi find their way to Aleppo 
thence to Constantinople, and from theie to this country undei 
the name of Turkey Ehubaib There has been, until recently, 
much doubt as to the species which pioduces the best medi- 
cinal rhubaib It seems, however, to be clear that it is to be 
attiibuted to R officinale and R palmatum, the Chinese and 
Taitars not being willing that the plant should be known But 
the qiiahty in a great measure depends on the collecting, drying, 
and transport R ^palmatam is not now grown in this country 
foi medicinal purposes, but R Rhaponticum is to a large ex- 
tent, piincipally near Banbuiy , it is also extensively cultivated 
for its leaf-stalk, which is well known as a culinaiy vegetable, 
R undulatum and R pahnatnm being used for the same purposes, 
as well as being made into wine and preserves 

Ehubaib contains numerous crystalline bodies, in botany 
called 1 aphides, which, by the aid of the microscope, are readily 
seen m the fresh or cooked leaf-stalk, having the appearance of 
numerous needles, and said to consist of phosphate of lime, and 
it IS supposed that the medical virtue of rhubarb is in some ^vay 
due to them, it being one of oiu best purgative medicines 

Rhubarb, Monk^S, a name applied to Riimex aljnnns, a 
stiong-rooted pereniiidl of the Buckwheat family (Polygonacea^), 
native of Switzerland It has the appearance of Ehubarb, but 
its leaves are smallei and heart-shaped It has become natu- 
ralised in the niid-counties of Scotland, wheie it is known by 
the above name It has been used medicinally as Ehubarb, 
but IS of a drastic nature 

Rice {Oryza saliva), an annual corn-grass similar in habit of 
growth to barley, but almost an aquatic, requiring to be flooded 
in the early pait of its growth It is extensively cultivated in 
India and other Eastern countiies It was early introduced into 
America, especially the Southern States of Carolina and Georgia, 
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from whence, as well as fiom India, large quantities are im- 
ported into this countiy It is the principal food of the native 
population of India, and in its unhusked state is known by the 
name of Paddy In dry seasons the crop often fails and leads to 
famine, of vhicli theie have been seveial instances in late years 
Eice was not known in Western Asia and Egypt in early times, 
but it is now extensively cultivated, as also in Italy 
Rice, Canadian Canadian Rice ) 

Rice, Hungary {Fa^imlum exile), a stout-growing glass of 
the Panicum section Its flowers arc pioduced in a simple, com- 
pact laceme, about as thick and as long as the finger The 
grains are small, like millet Cultivated in Hungaiy 

Rice Paper — It might be supposed that the beautiful sub- 
stance called Rice Paper w^as made of some part of the Rice 
plant, but such is not the case , the name is quite misleading 
It was eaily ascertained to be a vegetable substance, but the 
plant producing it was long unknown to botanists, and on 
inquiry being made respecting it, fanciful figures and descrip- 
tions weie given of it by the Chinese Not long after the 
commeice of China was opened to Europe it was ascertained 
that it came from the Island of Formosa, which led Sir John 
Bowring, then Governor of Hong-Kong, to obtain plants of 
it from that island, one of which arrived safely at Kew in 
1853, and flowered m 1855 From this it was proved to be 
Araha papyrifeia, now known as Fatsia papyiifera It is a 
small tree of the Ivy family (Araliacea^), attaining a height 
of 10 to 12 feet, with a stem 3 to 4 inches in diameter, the in- 
terior being full of white pith like that of the elder It has 
soft downy palmate leaves, somelhing like those of the plane 
tree, growing on long foot-stalks, and produces a somewdiat erect 
panicled raceme of small flowers The tree is cut down in 
order to obtain the pith, which averages, according to size, about 
1 inch in diameter It is divided into pieces about 3 inches in 
length, and by the aid of a lath and the use of a sharp instru- 
ment IS cut into very thin rolls, and then becomes Rice Paper It 
is extensively used by the Chinese for drawing figures of plants 
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and animals, and also for making artificial floweis The plant 
requires the protection of a greenhouse in this countiy, and pro- 
pagates freely fioin suckers It is now common in Australia 
and other countries 

Rimn, a name in I^ew Zealand for Dacrydium cupi essimm, 
a tree of the Yew family (Taxaceae), of pyiamidal form, attain- 
ing a height of 80 to 100 feet, and 2 to 6 feet in diameter , 
its wood is led, close-grained, heavy, and solid, and is used for 
general building puiposes Its younger branches make excel- 
lent spruce beer, and were so used by Captain Cook 

Rocambole {All mm Siorodosjprasum), Shallot {A ascalom- 
cuvb), biennial cultivated esculents of the Lily family (Liliaceae) 
These have bulbs similar to gailic, but are much milder They 
are more extensively used on the Continent than in this countiy 
The last-named species is a native of Palestine, and derives its 
specific name from Ascalon, where it grows in great abundance 
It has been cultnated fiom time immemorial by all the civilised 
nations of the East, enteiing largely into then daily food 
It appears to have been used in England about the middle of 
the sixteenth centuiy, the onion probably at a much earlier 
date 

Rock Lily, a name in New South Wales for Dcndrohium speci- 
osum, a plant of the Orchid family (Orchidaceee), growing upon 
rocks It has large pseudo-bulbs, the size of cucumbers, which 
are said to be eaten by tlie natives , and white, showy flowers 
Rohun {Sec Mahogany, Indian ) 

Room, or Roum, a name in Assam and other parts of India 
for Ruelha tinctoria, a plant of the Acanthad family (Acanthacese) 
liy maceration of the stems and leaves in water, a blue dye is 
obtained equal to indigo In China a dye is also obtained from 
a closely-allied species, B indigotica 

Rose — A number of plants differing widely from one another 
has received the name of Rose , the tiue Rose being repre- 
sented by the species of the genus Bosa, consisting of numerous 
spiny, wing -leaved shrubs, the typical representative being 
of the Rose family (Rosaceae), widely distributed over the tem- 

2 A 
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perate region of tlie northern hemisphere, of which nearly 20 
are natives of this countiy, the Dog Rose {Rosa camna), 
Scotch Rose {B spinosibsima)^ Sweet Brier or Eglantine {R 
1 libiginosa), being common examples On account of then beauty 
and the high scent of their flowers, roses aie highly patronised 
by all ranks, and aie extensively cultivated in this countiy and 
France as fashionable show plants In tlieir natuial state the 
flowers of loses aie single, but vaiieties with double flowers were 
known in Fiance and Italy moie than 300 yeais ago, such as the 
Damask Rose {R damasccna),Vm\e\\Q>Q Rose {R antifoha), and 
Musk Rose {R moschata), and were introduced into this countiy 
at the end of the sixteenth centuiy Roses were intioduced 
from China at a later period Duiing the last half- centurv 
great labour and pains have been bestowed on the cultivation ot 
the Rose, and now more than 1000 named vaiieties are recoided 
in nuiseiymen’s tiade catalogues, and they foim an important 
feature in hoiticultural exhibitions Rosa moschafa, R ccntifolia 
and R damasccna are extensively cultivated in Caslimeie, 
Persia, Damascus, Uppei Egypt, Baibaiy, Adiianople, Ghaze- 
poor in India, and to a small extent, comparatively, in this 
country, foi the sake of their floweis, winch by distillation yield 
the favouiite toilet perfume Rose Water , and by othei piocesses 
Oil of Roses IS obtained, known as Otto or Attai of Roses The 
oil IS produced in very small quantities, requiring bO lbs ot 
lose to produce a diaclim and a half of oil, the quantity of oil 
;yielded is accoiding to tlie state of the weather and the time of 
gathering tlie flowers Spirit of Roses is also obtained by distil- 
ling the petals with a small quantity of spiiits of wine, which when 
mixed with sugar makes the liquor known in Fiance as L’huile 
de Rose Rose Vinegar is prepaied by simply infusing dried 
petals in the best distilled vinegar Honey of Roses is made by 
beating up fiesh flowers with boiling water, and then mixing 
them with honey Conserve of Roses is piepared by beating up 
the petals w ith their weight of sugar , it was once much used as 
a medicine, and still enters into the composition of electuaries 
and other compounds, to w^hich it imparts fragrance. Otto of 
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Eoses being expensive, is seldom obtamed from the shops pure, 
being mixed with oil of geranium or even olive oil 

Rose Acacia {Rohima hib'pida), a strong -growing, stiff- 
branched shrub of the Bean family (Legummosae), native of 
North America, seldom exceeding 6 or 8 feet in height, having 
winged leaves, and pietty pink papihonaceous flowers, cultivated 
in gardens as an oinamental shrub 

Rose Apple {Euqcma Jamhos)y a small -sized tree of the 
M>Ttle family (Myrtacea*), native of the East Indies, and culti- 
vated in many parts of the tropics , it is very common in the 
gardens of Madeira There are few trees that combine so 
eminently the beauty of flower, fruit, and foliage, and nothing 
can exceed the loveliness and delicate appearance of the fruit, 
which IS about the size of a hen’s egg Although one or two may 
be eaten witli some relish, the overpowering perfume and taste 
of lose-watei together with the want of juice render it unpalat- 
able A preseive is, howevei, made of the fiuits 
Rose Bay, oi Oleander {See Oleander ) 

Rose, Christmas {Etc Hellebore) 

Rose, Jamaica Wild (Blalca trineii%a), a climbing plant of 
the family Melastomacece, adheiing to trees by its aerial roots 
It was introduced into Kew in 1*Z89, and its pretty pink flowers 
make it a lavouiite stove plant 

Rose of Jericho (Anastatica Hierochuntica), an insignificant 
annual of the Cabbage family (CrucifenT), consisting of several 
small-branched stems, 4 to 6 inches in length, rising from a tap- 
root, and at first lying prostrate, its flowers are white and small, 
and seated in the axils of small leaves After the seeds are per- 
fected, the stems become diy, hardened, and incurved, meeting 
each other, and loiming a hollow skeleton ball, which by the 
force of the wind is loosened and blown about the desert, and is 
supposed to be the “ wheel ” and rolling thmg ” spoken of in 
Bb Ixxxiii 13, and Isaiah xlii 13 It grows abundantly in the 
regions about Jericho, and is to a certain extent held sacred by 
the natives, as upon the application of moisture it again expands, 
retaining tins property of expanding and contracting for many 
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years It is also native of SjTia, Egypt, and North Africa, grow- 
ing in dry desert places Of late years two small weedy plants 
of the Composite family have come into notice as the Eose of 
Jericho — namely, Asteriscm jpyqmccus and GymnarrheTia m%- 
crantha, common in the plains of Jericho, both hygroscopic, like 
Anastatica 

Rose of Sharon. {See Narcissus ) 

Roselle {Hibiscus Sahdariffa), a biennial of the Mallow family 
(Malvaceae), native of India , recorded to have been cultivated by 
Gerard in 1596 , it is now common in most warm countries 
The calyces of the flowers when ripe are pleasantly acid, and 
used for flavouring tarts and jellies, they also make a cool 
refreshing dnnk 

Rosemary (EosTnannus ojffltinahs)y a stiff-branching, bushy 
shrub of the Mint family (Labiatae), 3 or more feet high, having 
narrow hoary leaves It is a native of the South of Europe and 
Western Asia Like lavender, it is cultivated for its perfume, 
which is of a stimulating and refreshing nature, and has received 
the name of Herb of Memory It grows abundantly in some 
parts of France, especially in Narbonne, where it scents the an, 
and imparts a flavour to honey A conserve and liqueur are 
made from it, and it is also used in the manufacture of Hungary 
Water and Eau-de-Cologne An oil is obtained from it which is 
used as a perfume Eosemary was held m high esteem by the 
Greeks and Eomans, it being a powerful stimulant to the nervous 
system, and it was regarded as the emblem of fidelity 

Rosewood, the name given to the timber of several different 
kinds of trees in their respective countries The best is con- 
sidered to be the wood of several species of Dalbergm, hard-wooded 
trees of the Bean family (Leguminosse) , D nigra, the Eosewood 
of Brazil, being considered the finest 

Rosewood, Afiican {Pterocarpus erinaceus), a large wing- 
leaved tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae), native of Western 
and tropical Africa 

Rosewood, Burmese {Pterocarpus mdicus), a large tree of 
the same family as the preceding, native of Burmah. 
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Rosewood, Canary. (See Oil of Ehodium ) 

Rosewood, Dominica (Cordia Gercmanthus), a large tree of 
the Sebesten family (Cordiacese), native of the West Indies and 
tropical America, it is also called Spanish Elm and Prince 
Tree 

Rosewood, Indian — Dalhergia latifoha and D sissoides, large 
trees of the Bean family (Leguminosse), common in India 

Rosewood, Jamaica (Lmocura ligustnna), a tree of the 
Olive family (Oleaceaj), 40 feet high, native of Jamaica, by some 
called Jamaica Eosewood The wood is very hard and fragrant, 
and IS excellent timber Amyris halsamifem is also called Eose- 
wood m J amaica 

Rosewood, New South Wales (Tnchiha glandulosa)^ a large 
tree of the Bead Tree family (Meliaceae) 

Rosin Plant {See Compass Plant ) 

Rouge Safflower) 

Rowan Tree (See Ash, Mountain ) 

Rue (Ruta graveolens), an erect, bushy, evergreen shiub, 2 to 
3 feet high, the type of the Eue fanuly (Eutaceae) It is a native 
of Southern Europe and Western Asia It is recorded to have 
been introduced into this country about the middle of the six- 
teenth century, and is cultivated in most gardens It was held 
in high favour as a medicinal plant by the ancients, being for 
many ages considered a preventative of contagion Its repute is 
probably more due to its strong heavy odour than to any active 
chemical principle , it is, however, said to be a powerful stimu- 
lant and narcotic, and m the hands of herb doctors Eue tea is a 
remedy for many disorders It is used by spirit dealers to give 
a false flavour to spirits Although the meamng of the Greek 
and Latin word Ruta given to this plant is not known, neverthe- 
less the English word Eue, which means to repent, has been 
derived from it Shakespeare speaks of it as Herb of Grace, 
and being so called has given rise to the custom of placmg sprigs 
of Eue before judges. 

Run Palm. (See Palmyra ) 

Rushes, the common name for the different species of the 
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genus Juncus, of which there are about 20 species natives of 
Britain, growing in ditches, on nver-sides, and marshy ground in 
general, they have cyhndncal, soft, pithy stems, destitute of 
leaves, varying from a few inches to 2 to 3 feet in height, their 
flowers being produced in clusters, either direct from the apex, 
or issumg from a sheath a little below In Lincolnshire, and 
other counties where they abound, rushes form an important 
article of industry, chair bottoms, hassocks, mats, and baskets, 
bemg made of them, and their pith forms the wicks of rushlight 
candles , the species chiefly used for these purposes are J com- 
munis and J acutus 

Rust, a kind of mildew common on corn grass 
Rye, or Rie, as spelt in the Bible {Secale ce'ieale), an annual 
corn-grass, extensively cultivated in many parts of Europe It 
IS, however, supposed not to be the Eie grov n in Egypt in the 
time of Moses {see Spelt) Eye is subject to a disease called 
Ergot (which see) Up to the end of the last century black or 
rye bread was the common bread of this country, but it has 
been gradually superseded by wheaten bread 

Sabadilla {Asagrcca offic%nalis\ a herb of the Colchicum 
family (Melanthaceae), native of Mexico The poisonous prin- 
ciple Veratrine is obtained from its seed, which is used in 
medicme, and for destroying vermin 

Sabicu, the wood of Lysiloma Salicu, a large tree of the 
Mimosa section of the Bean family (Leguminosa 3 ), native of 
Cuba. It is highly valued for shipbuilding, and yields planks 
4 to 5 feet in width It is extremely hard, in consequence of 
which it was used for the stairs of the first Great Exhibition in 
1851, which when removed at the' close of the exhibition were 
found as sound as when laid. 

Sachet Powder. {See Myrtle ) 

Sack Tree {Antians tcmcand), better known as A saccidoray 
a small tree, with entire oblong leaves, of the Bread-fruit family 
(Artocarpaceas), native of Western India, having a very tough, 
close, fibrous bark, the inner portion of which is converted into 
sacks , this is accomplished by cutting pieces of the trunk from 
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the trees in lengths the size wanted, and pulling the bark over 
the wood, which is then cut away, leaving a piece of wood at 
one end to form the bottom, a natuial sack is at once obtained 

Sacred Bamboo, a name in China for Nandina domestica, an 
erect single-stemmed shrub, like a small tree, of the Barberry 
family (Berberidaceffi), bearing tufts of compound leaves on its 
apex, terminated with panicles of flowers, followed by red berries, 
like those of the holly. It is a native of China, and at the 
season in the Chinese rehgion answering to our Christmas, it is 
used for decorating houses and altars in temples, and hence the 
name of Sacred Bamboo 

Sacred Bean, a name in India for Nelumhium sjpeciosum, a 
remarkable aquatic of the Water Lily family (Nymphseacese), 
widely dispersed throughout the tropical and sub-tropical regions 
of both Old and New World, growing in shallow lakes and 
rivers Its stem is a rhizome about the thickness of the finger, 
extending to a considerable length in the mud, from which arise 
stalks about 3 feet high, each bearing a circular leaf about 1 
foot in diameter attached to the stalk by its centre The 
flower-stalk rises to about the same height, bearing a large 
flower, similar to that of a double poppy It varies in the 
colour of its flowers In the East it is generally of a pink or 
rose colour, and in the West Indies and Southern United States 
yellow and white, and blue flowers are said to have been seen in 
the interior of Australia In the centre of the flower is a thick, 
spongy, conical body, flat on the top, in which the seeds, or pro- 
perly the fruits, are embedded. They consist of oblong nuts, 
about twice the size of peas, and when perfect so hard that it 
requires a hammer to break them It is called the Pythagorean 
or Egyptian Bean, and is supposed to be one of the plants called 
the Egyptian Lotus (which see) Although not now found in 
the Nile, it nevertheless appears at one tune to have been 
common there, and was held sacred by the worshippers of Isis, 
as is evident by the sculptures and representation of the flower 
found m the rums of the ancient temples. It is noticed by 
Herodotus (413 b.c.), who says — ^“Another lily grows m the 
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same places [see Lotos], much like a rose, with a certain fruit 
found at the foot^ of the stem, in form not unlike a wasp's nest, 
and covered with a pellicule, containing divers kernels of the size 
of an olive stone, which aie eaten either tendei or dried" 
Although the above description is brief, it is neveitheless suffi- 
cient to prove that Nehimbimn grew in the Nile in the time of 
Herodotus, and even as late as the time of Dioscorides (about 
AD 50), who calls it Cyanms, and by some writers it is called 
Lotus Plant Since then it has entiiely disappeared from the 
Lower Nile 

Its woiship is by no means confined to the ancient 
Egyptians, for in India, Tibet, China, and Japan, the plant 
was deemed sacred, and indeed it is still employed in religious 
mvocations and ceremonies The leaf-stalks abound in spiral 
fibres, which are carefully extracted and made into wicks to 
burn before their idols, and its leaves are used as plates on w^hich 
offerings are placed Its farinaceous rhizomes form an impoit- 
ant article of food both in India and China 

Sacred Trees — Among the uncivilised nations of the earth 
different kinds of trees in their respective countries are held 
sacred, of which in India the well-known Peepul Tree {Ficus 
reltgiosa) and the Banyan {F hengalensis) are examples (wluch 
see) Africa has several , one of special veneration is Kigeha 
pinnata, a tree of the Calabash family (CiescentiaceaB), found 
from Nubia on the north to Mozambique on the east, as far 
south as Natal, and as Senegal and Guinea on the west, and 
widely spread over the intermediate regions of these coun- 
tries It is a large-spreading, branched tree, with white baik 
and winged opposite leaves, of a* firm texture The floweis 
are borne on long-stalked panicles hanging from the main trunk 
and branches The fruit is gourd-hke, often 2 to 4 feet long, 
and from 5 to 8 inches broad, hanging from a stalk several 
feet m length It has a white corky rind filled with pulp, in 
which are embedded a number of roundish seeds In Nubia this 
tree is held sacred, and the negroes celebrate their religious 
^ Instead of foot it should have been of flower-stem. 
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festivities under it by moonlight, and erect poles made of its 
wood before the houses of their chiefs 

Safflower {Carthamus tinctorius), a pnckly stiff-leaved annual 
of the Composite family (Compositae), about 2 feet high, pro- 
ducing spiny heads of red flowers It has long been cultivated 
throughout China, India, the Levant, Egypt, Southern Europe 
(where it is called Cardoon), and even at one time in England, 
wheie it was introduced 300 years ago It yields a valuable 
dye, varying in shades of colour between red and yellow, which 
is obtained by collecting the red florets just before withering, and 
IS greatly used foi dyeing China silks, ciapes, and Spanish wool 
It is also the principal ingredient in the rouge that is used by 
actois, etc The seeds yield an oil, which is employed for 
burning in lamps, and also for culinary purposes in India It 
IS likewise said to be the principal ingredient m Macassar Oil 

Sa&on {C)ocus sativm)y a plant of the Ins family (Iridaceae), 
a species with blue flowers, native of Southern Europe and 
Western Asia It has become wild in this country, and at one 
time was rather extensively cultivated at Saffron Walden The 
yellow stigmas of the flower are collected, and form the dye 
known as Saffron, the bulk of which is imported from France, 
Spain, and Italy, and it is extensively cultivated in Cash- 
mere The stigmas of upwards of 4000 flowers are requiied 
to produce a single ounce of Saffron It is well known as 
a valuable dye, and is also used for colouring cheese and 
medicinal prepaiations Saffron is spoken ot by Pliny as 
being cultivated in Italy, and it is supposed to have been in- 
troduced into Cornwall by the Phoenicians m exchange for tin 
It was held in high medical repute by the ancient Arabian 
physicians 

Sagapenum, a name in India for a gum-resm supposed to 
be derived from Ferula persica, a perennial of the Carrot family 
(Umbelliferae), or some allied species It has a sLght alliaceous 
smell. Small quantities only are imported 

Sage {Salvia officiuahs), a stiff shrub of the Mint family 
(Labiatie), about 2 feet high, with rough hoary leaves, native of the 
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South of Europe. It has been cultivated in this country for above 
250 years It is well known as a culinary herb, and was at one 
tune used as tea, having tonic qualities. 

Sage Plant, the name given to Artemisia tridentata in the 
Salt Lake country of America. It is a kind of wormwood It 
attains a height of 3 to 5 feet, and occupies a vast extent of 
desert land, to which it imparts a peculiar aspect and smell. 

Sage, Wild. (See Flea-bane, African ) 

Sago — Sagus Icevis and S Rumphi% by modern botanists 
united under Metroxylon Sagu These are natives of Siam, Indian 
and Malayan Islands, extending to the Fijis Wing-leaved 
palms, attaining a height of 30 to 50 feet, with a diameter of 6 
inches to 1 foot, or more The Sago is obtained by cutting down 
the trees and splittmg them open The pith, which consists of 
a soft white substance, is extracted and thrown into tanks of 
watei It IS repeatedly washed and all impurities run off It 
IS then left to settle, which it does in the consistence of a pure 
pulpy paste, which is dried and granulated through sieves, and 
forms the Sago of commerce, some of which is also produced 
by Caiyota mens and other plants A kind of Sago is also 
obtained from Zamia integrifoha and Z fnrfuraceay plants of 
the Cycad family (Cycadacese) They are dwarf plants, seldom 
exceedmg 2 feet in height, often producing several stems from 
the same stalk They are abundant m the Bahamas, and some 
of the small islands near Jamaica. Their pith contains Sago, 
which IS used m Jamaica (See Cycas ) 

Sago, Portland. — This is prepared from the tuberous roots 
of Arum maculatum, a herb of the Arum family (Aroidese), native 
of this country, known by the names of Wake Eobin, Lords 
and Ladies, and Cuckoo Pint. In the Isle of Portland, where 
it is abundant, a farinaceous meal is obtained from it called by 
the above name 

Saintfom (Onobryehis sativoi)^ a perennial, strong-rooted, 
pretty flowering, clover-like plant of the family Legummosae, 
native of this country, but rare. It is cultivated as a fodder 
plant 
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Sal, the Indian name for Shorea rdbusta, a tree of the family 
Dipterocarpacese. It is a magnificent tree, attaining a height 
of 100 feet, native of India, stretchmg from the Bengal pro- 
vinces to the foot of the Himalayas Its wood is of a light- 
brown colour, close-grained, strong and durable It is consider- 
ably stronger and heavier than teak It and other species of 
Shorea yield a resin known as Dammar, obtained by making 
incisions in the tree. An oil is obtained from its seeds 
Salaras {See Chirata ) 

Salep, a farinaceous meal obtained from the tubers of several 
terrestrial orchids Orchis mascula, 0 Mono, 0 militaris, 0. 
pyramidahs, and all the bulbous European species, produce the 
starchy mucilaginous substance known as Salep, which is 
obtained by macerating the bulbs in water It contains a 
chemical substance called Bassorme, which is said to contain 
more nutritive matter than any other vegetable product, one 
ounce per diem being sufficient to sustain a man Large quanti- 
ties of Salep aie prepared in Macedonia and Greece, but the 
finest comes from Turkey In the Himalaya and Cashmere 
many species of bulbous -rooted orchids yield Salep, which is 
largely used as food by the natives 

Sallow, a common name for Sahx Caprea, a shrub of the 
Willow family (Salicaceae), common in hedges and waste places 
Its flowers are boine in large yellow catkins, which are generally 
produced about Palm Sunday It is by many people gathered 
and worn as an emblem on that day, and is known by the name 
of Palm, and also by that of Goat Willow It is cultivated 
for its rods, which are cut at the age of one year for basket- 
making, and at two or three years old for hoops Its bark con- 
tains Salicine, used at one time as a substitute for Qumine 
Saloop, the name of a beverage prepared from the bark of 
Sassafras officinale and other ingredients (See Sassafras) It 
was at one time sold as a morning drmk m the streets of Lon- 
don to the working-classes. It is a good tonic, and creates an 
appetite 

Saloop Bush, a name in Australia for Bhagodia hastata, a 
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shrub of the Spinach family (Chenopodiacese) It is an erect, 
soft-stemmed bush, 2 to 3 feet high, with small soft leaves, and 
inconspicuous flowers, native of New South Wales, and has been 
introduced of late years into Hong -Kong and other countiies 
as a cattle-food plant 

Salsafy {Tmgopogon porrifolius), a biennial of the Composite 
family (Compositie), native of England It is cultivated in 
gardens for its long, fleshy, tapering root, which is white It is 
of the form of a Carrot, but of smaller size, and it forms an 
excellent vegetable when properly cooked, for which there aie 
special directions in cookeiy books It is considered good in 
promoting digestion. 

Salt Tree {Hahmodendron argenteum), a small tree, with 
abrupt, pinnate, hoary leaves, of the Bean family (Legunnnosce), 
native of Siberia and the Natron Plains in the region of tlie 
Caspian 

Salt Tree, Indian {See Tamarisk ) 

Saltwort, Amencan {Batis mantima), a low, erect, succu- 
lent plant, with small opposite leaves, and inconspicuous uni- 
sexual floweis, produced in cone-like spikes In general habit 
it is similar to glasswort, with which some botanists consider it 
to be allied, others viewing it as the type of a special family 
(Batideae) It is a native of salt marshes in the West India 
islands and coasts of tropical Ameiica In some countries it is 
burnt for the carbonate of soda which it contains In Jamaica 
it is used as a pickle 

Saltwort, Shrubby (Salsola fruticosa), an erect, branching 
plant, of the Spmach family (Chenopodiacese), 2 to 3 feet high, 
having small semi-cylindrical leaves, not more than half an inch 
in length It is common on the shores in warm parts of 
Europe, Northern Africa, and Western Asia It is found in this 
country but rarely, in some parts of the Eastern and Southern 
shores only In the South of Europe it is burned for Barilla. 

Samphire {Cnthmvm maritimum), a perennial of the Carrot 
family (UmbeUiferse), native of the rocky shores of Europe, 
particularly of the cliffs of Dover. It is a plant about a foot 
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high, having small, inconspicuous umbels of flowers, of a greenish 
yellow coloui^ Its leaves are compound, ternate, the divisions 
lanceolate, succulent, and of a glaucous white colour It was 
formerly used as a pickle , but is now nearly obsolete Other sea 
plants are sometimes substituted for Samphire 

Sandbox Tree (Hura mepitans), a large, strong -growing 
tree of the Spurgewort family (Euphorbiaceae) It is common 
throughout Western tropical America, and has long been culti- 
vated in the hothouses of this countiy Instances have been 
known of the juice of this plant causing fatal injury to the eyes 
The fruit is veiy curious, being of a circular form, consisting of 
from 12 to 15 valved cells, which give it the appearance of a 
wheel about 3 inches in diameter, each cell containing a smgle 
flat seed It is often kept as a curiosity, but with overheat or 
dryness it bursts with a report as loud as a pistol, spreading its 
seeds and valves sometimes to a distance of several feet 

Sandal-wood (Santalum album), a small tree of the family 
Santalaceoe, about 25 feet high, and seldom more than a foot 
in diameter, with nearly opposite oblong leaves of a light 
colour It IS a native of various parts of India, particularly 
Malabar and Coromandel, as well as in the Pacific and Malayan 
Islands According to the size and age of the tree the interior 
IS of a dark or light yellow colour, and it is the heart-wood 
that IS the valuable part , it is highly fragrant The burning 
of incense has from the earliest ages been intimately connected 
with the religious sentiments of man — being piactised by 
Pagan, Jew, and Christian In the Catholic churches of the 
latter various kinds of aromatic gum -resins are used, while in 
Pagan temples Sandal- wood holds the highest rank, pieces of the 
wood, varying in size according to circumstances, being burned 
before the images of their deities, and the milhons of Brahmins 
and Buddhists, on beholding the smoke of the incense curhng 
heavenward, presume they have performed their religious 
duties, and that the perfume smelt by their deity will obtain 
forgiveness of sins In Chinese temples joss sticks (candles), 
made of sawdust of Sandal - wood and swine's dung, are 
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kept burning before tlieir idols Other species of Santalum 
furnish Sandal-wood On the discovery of Sandal -wood in 
the Polynesian Islands shiploads were taken to China and to 
Europe, so that in many islands the trees have become extir- 
pated, and the chiefs consider a piece of Sandal- wood a valuable 
present to a visitor Unfortunately the clandestine cutting 
down of trees and the unfair dealings with the natives so irri- 
tated them against white men that much bloodshed has on both 
sides been the result A case of this kmd led to the unfortu- 
nate murder of the celebrated missionary, the Eev Mr Williams, 
and his colleague at the island Eromango m the year 1839 
Fancy articles are made of the wood, which are highly esteemed 
among the Chinese as presents An oil is extracted and used 
as a perfume The Sandal-wood tree of Fiji is a distinct species 
described as S yasi, the fruit of which resembles a black currant 
The Sandwich Island tree is also considered distinct, known 
under the name of S Freycinetianum Sandal-wood trees have 
been supposed by some WTiters to be the almug and alguni 
trees used in the building of Solomon’s Temple, but their 
fragrance not being mentioned and the known smallness of the 
tree render such views problematical (See my History of Bihlc 
Plants ) 

Sandal- wood, False — In the Bombay Presidency the wood 
of Ximenia americana is used as a substitute for true Sandal- 
wood It IS a small tree of the Olax family (Olacaceae) It is 
found in many parts of the tropics , its flowers are very fragrant, 
smelling of cloves , the fruit is oblong, pulpy, yellow, about an 
inch in length, and is eaten by the natives in various parts In 
Crete the wood of an oak {Quercus ahehcea) is called Sandal- wood, 
it IS of a reddish colour and has an agreeable perfume Another 
false Sandal- wood is Myoporum tmuifolmm, a small tree of the 
family Myoporaceae, native of Otaheite , it attains a height of 15 
to 20 feet, with a girth of 3 to 4 feet The heart-wood differs 
according to the age of the tree, from yellow to red, and con- 
tains an essential oil, which is fragrant, but not equal to the true 
Sandal- wood oil 
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Sandal-wood, Red, or Saunder's-wood {Pterocarpits santa- 
hnus), a large tree of the Bean family (Leguminosae), native of 
India, principally abounding on the Coromandel coast The wood 
IS heavy, close-giamed, and of a red colour, it is used for dyeing, 
and produces different colours, according to the mordants used 
It is supposed by some authorities to be the almug trees of 
Solomon Eed Sandal- wood is also the name in India for 
Adenanthera •pavomna, a large tree of the same family, having 
decompound winged leaves It is highly valued for its timber, 
as also for producing a red dye, which is obtained by simply 
rubbing the wood on wet stones The seeds are oblong, hard, 
and of a bright-red colour, and are used for making necklaces 
and other ornaments , they are also used as a standard weight 
by jewellers, each seed weighing four grains 

Sandarach, the lesin of Galhtris quadrivalvis, also known as 
Thuja arhculata, a tree of the Conifera3 family, native of Algeria 
and other parts of North Africa It seldom exceeds the height 
of 30 feet, and has hard, daik-coloured, fragrant wood that takes 
a fine polish, and is used in ornamental cabinet-work, of which 
there are fine specimens to be seen in the Museum at Kew It 
was highly prized by the Greeks and Romans, and costly tables 
were made of it It is believed to be the Thyme Wood men- 
tioned in the book of the Revelation, and, if it be so, “ the 
merchants of the earth '' must have carried it as far as Babylon 
The resin is very odoriferous, and is used for varnishing 

Sandpaper Trees. — Dillema scahrella and D sarmentosa^ 
trees of the family DiUeniacese, natives of India {See Dillenia 
and Curatella) 

Santa-Mana Wood. {See Calaba Tree ) 

Sapgreen. {See Buckthorn ) 

SapodiUa Plum {See Naseberry Tree ) 

Sappan-wood {Coesolp%n%a Sappan\ a tree of the Bean 
family (Leguminosae), native of the East Indies, attaining a 
height of 30 to 40 feet , it has compound winged leaves, with 
prickly branches, and a brownish-red wood, which is the Sappan- 
wood of commerce , it is largely imported into this country for 
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dyeing Its root also gives a yellow dye In India the wood 
IS known by the names of Bukkum or Wiikkum 

Sapucaia Nut, m Brazil the name of the nuts of Lecythis 
Zahvmjo and L Ollaiia, large trees of the Monkey-pot family 
(Lecythidaceie), natives of forests in the region of the Amazon , 
they have large urn -shaped fruits of a haid woody texture, 
about 6 inches in diameter, with lids measuring about 2 inches 
across , when ripe the lid separates from the capsule, emitting 
a sharp sound, which when heard by the monkeys is a signal 
that the nuts are falling and a sci amble and fight to be the fiist 
to obtain them ensues, on this account few are left for the 
trader, and the export is consequently small The common 
name of Monkey-pot is applied to the capsule when empty 
SarcocoUa (Pmca Sarcocolla), a shrub of the Sarcocol family 
(Penaeaceae) There are about 20 species, native of South 
Afiica, P SarcocoUa being a shrub with small, closely-imbricate, 
compact leaves The flowers are red, produced in a compact 
oblong head The plant produces the gum called Gum Sar- 
cocol, but there is no evidence to prove that it is the Sarcocol 
of the ancients, so famed for healing wounds 

Sarsaparilla, a Spanish name for the roots of certain plants, 
more especially for the cord-like roots of several species of 
Smilax, the typical genus of the Sarsaparilla family (Smilaceae) , 
it consists of a considerable number of species, generally slender, 
bushy, or climbing, with woody stems, rambling over bushes like 
brambles Their leaves are alternate, vaiying from nearly 
round to elliptical, lanceolate, entire, smooth, and shiny The 
flowers are inconspicuous, and the fruit is a berry The species 
are widely dispersed over both hemispheres, from their roots 
IS obtained the drug termed Sarsaparilla , it is considered 
to be of high repute as a restorative medicine in complaints 
arismg from poorness of blood The roots are imported in 
vanous-sized bundles , the quality varies according to the species 
and country from whence it comes The principal imports are 
from the West Indies, Brazil, and other parts of tropical America, 
that from Jamaica is supposed to be the roots of S, officinalis, 
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that from Brazil from S papyracea, and from New Gienada that 
of S S7jpTiiliUca S mauritamca and S aspera, natives of the 
South of Europe, are hardy in this country in sheltered 
situations 

SaiTSapanlla, Indian (Hemidesmus indicus)^ a shrub of the 
Swallowwort family (Asclepiadacese) It is a native of India, 
where its roots are used as a substitute for Sarsaparilla 

Sassafras Trees, American (Sassafras officinale), a tree of 
the Laurel family (Lauraceae), native of the United States, where 
it IS extremely abundant from Boston to the banks of the 
Mississippi, and from the shores of the ocean in Virginia to the 
remotest wilds of Upper Louisiana , its usual height is 40 to 50 
feet, but about 43° north it only attains the size of a large bush. 
In the southern parts of the country where it is most abundant 
the air is impregnated with the aroma, which extends a con- 
siderable distance seaward The tree forms a large head of hori- 
zontal blanches, furnished in summer with broad, oblong, eUip- 
tical leaves Its fruit is a small black drupe, from which a 
strongly-scented oil is obtained, it is not palatable, but is greedily 
eater! by birds , its baik is aromatic and used medicinally as a 
tonic A tree at Kew about 100 years old has attained the height 
of 40 feet 

Sassafras, Californian (Oreodaphne cabfornica), is a large 
tree of the Laurel family (Lauracese), It has several names , 
such as Spice-bush, Balm of Heaven, Cajeput Tree, etc , which 
shows it to be a tree of repute as regards its medicinal properties 
Its leaves are pungently aromatic ; during high winds the aroma 
IS so strong as to cause excessive sneezing It has been mtro- 
duced into this country under the name of Laurus regalis 

Sassafras, Australian (Doiyphora Sassafras), native of 
New South Wales, and equal m magnitude to the preceding, 
and belonging to the family Atherospermacese 

Sassafras, Chilian (Laureha sempeivi'tens), also a large tree 
similar to the last, native of Chili and Peru. Its fruit is aro- 
matic , it has obtamed the name of Peruvian Nutmeg, but is of 
no value. Another Chilian Sassafras is Boldoa fragrans, a small 

2 B 
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tree with broad, entire, bay -scented leaves, also a native of 
Chill. 

Sassafras, New Zealand (Laureha Novcz Zelandice), a large 
handsome tree of New Zealand, of from 100 to 150 feet in height, 
having buttresses 15 feet in diameter , a member of the same 
family as the preceding Native name, Pechatea 

Sassafras Nut, a name given to the cotyledons of the seeds 
of Nectandra Puchury, a tree of the Laurel family (Lauraceae), 
native of Guiana They are aromatic, and used for flavouring 
chocolate instead of Vanilla 

Sassafras, Swamp {See Magnolia ) 

Sassafras, Tasmanian {Atlierosperma moschata), a tree of 
the family Atherospermaceae, native of Mount Wellington in 
Tasmania It attains a height of from 100 to 150 feet, and a 
diameter of from 2 to 3 feet. Its aromatic bark has been used 
as a substitute for tea , it yields a fragrant essential oil 

Satin-wood, a name in India for Chloroxylon S^uietema, 
a large tree of the Mahogany family (Cedrelaceae), native of 
Ceylon, Coromandel, and other parts of India The wood is 
hard, fine-grained, and of a light satiny lustre, chiefly used for 
the backs of toilet-biushes and fine articles of turnery ware 
Another kmd, called Bahama Satin-wood, comes from the 
West Indies, chiefly from Nassau and New Providence It is 
a beautiful wood of a light canary yellow colour and satiny 
lustre It comes in logs about 10 feet in length and 8 inches 
square. It is supposed to be the wood of an unknown plant of 
the Ebony family (Ebenaceae) 

Savin {Juviperus SahiTia), a low bushy shrub or small tree 
of the Cypress section of the Fir family, native of Western Asia 
It has been long cultivated m this country as a garden shrub, 
and is admitted into the London Pharmacopoeia as a medical 
plant It IS of a poisonous nature, and is higlily dangerous 
when used by unskilled persons and quacks 

Savory, Summer {Satureia hortensis), an annual of the Mint 
family (Labiatse) , Winter {S montana)^ small hardy evergreen 
shiubs, 1 to 2 feet high ; natives of France and Italy. They are 
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recorded as having been cultivated in this country as far back 
as 1562, and were then as now esteemed as pot-herbs 

Savoy. {See Cabbage ) 

Scammony, the name of a purgative medicine obtained 
from the tuberous roots of Conwhulm Scammoma, a perennial 
climber of the Bindweed family (Convolviilaceae), native of Asia 
Minor, growing wild in open places among bushes Its roots are 
fleshy, single like a parsnip, or forked ^ they contain a milky 
juice, to obtain which the top of the root is cut in a slanting 
manner, from which the juice runs into a shell placed to receive 
it , each root only yields a few drachms , after a quantity is 
collected it is put together and dried in the sun, and finally 
moulded into cakes or balls , it is also obtamed by pounding the 
roots Pure Scammony is seldom to be obtained, being com- 
monly mixed with the expressed juice of the roots, and even of 
the stalks and leaves, and other ingredients. It comes to this 
country chiefly from Smyrna 

Scarlet -runner Bean {Phaseolus mulhjlortis)^ a climbing 
plant of the Bean family (Leguimnosae), native of Mexico, where 
its roots are perennial, but in this country it is cultivated as an 
annual for the sake of its green pods, which are largely used as 
a summer vegetable It is remarkable as being one of the few 
plants which twine in a contiary direction to the sun — that 
IS, from right to left 

Scimitar Pods, Entada scandensj a strong fruticose chmber 
of the Bean family (Leguminosse), attammg a great height, 
native of tropical India and America It is remarkable for its 
large hard woody flat pods, which are from 4 to 6 or even 8 feet 
in length, and being often curved resemble a sword or scimitar 
They contain round hard convex seeds about 2 inches in dia- 
meter, which are spht open and made into snuff and toy boxes 
The seeds are sometimes sold in the streets of London under 
the name of Indian filberts, but they are not eatable. They are 
often cairied by the Gulf Stream to the western shores of Scot- 
land, and have been known to vegetate afterwards 

Scorzonera {Scorzonera Impanwa), a perenmal herb of the 
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Composite family (Composite), native of Spain, having lanceo- 
late leaves, and a simple or branched flower-stem, a foot or more 
in height, bearing terminal heads of yellow ligulate florets It 
has been long cultivated in gardens in this countiy for the sake 
of its roots, which are thick and fleshy like the carrot, but some- 
times forked Its properties are equal if not superior to dan- 
delion, and it IS a wholesome vegetable when properly cooked 
In Spain it is supposed to be a cure for bites of vipers, hence it 
is called Viper Grass 

Scotch Fir {Pinibs syhe^^tris)^ a tree of the Coniferre family 
This well-known tree has an extensive range throughout Europe 
and IsTorthem Asia, where it forms large forests, such as may be 
seen in the North of Scotland, some trees attaining a height of 
100 feet, and affording excellent timber, vhich is imported from 
the ports in the Baltic under the name of Eiga and Norway 
timber The smaller trees are used for scaffold poles It also 
yields tar The word Fir is frequently named with cedar and 
other trees which Solomon obtained from Lebanon for the 
building of the Temple One of these was doubtless Pinus 
halepensis, which takes the place in Lebanon and other moun- 
tains of Palestine of the Scotch Fir, and may be admitted to be 
the Fir tree instead of cedar used for ship-masts, as stated in 
Ezekiel, chap xxvii ver 5 {See Pine Trees ) 

Screw Pine — Pandanm odorahssimus, the type of the 
Screw Pine family (Pandanaceoe), which, with other allied 
species, are natives generally of the sea -shores of India, the 
Indian, African, Malayan, and Polynesian islands generally 
They abound in Mauntius, and attain a height of 20 to 30 
feet, and are known by the name Vacoua Their stout 
aerial roots give to their palm -like stems the appearance of 
being supported on props, and at a distance they look like 
candelabra This last remaik applies more particularly to P 
candelabrum, native of Western tropical Africa Their leaves are 
sword shaped, 4 to 6 feet in length, with sharp, spiny margins 
Their fruit consists of many one-seeded ovaries, forming a hard, 
globose, compound fruit, some as big as a man's head. Many 
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fruits fall into the sea, and are wafted by the currents and 
thrown on emerging coral reefs, where they vegetate and attain 
a considerable size They have a singular appearance, seeming 
to rise out of the ocean In India P odoratiss%mus grows on the 
banks of canals in Travancore, and is useful as a sand- binding 
plant, and also for forming hedges , its fruit is of a red colour, 
and very attractive An oil called Keora Oil is made from its 
flowers 

This species receives its name odoratissirmcs from the frag- 
rance emitted by the male flowers, presenting a great contrast 
to those of P fcetidiis, also a native of India , which smell like 
lotten onions and carrion The most important economic part 
of these plants is the leaves, which are made into mats, baskets, 
hats, etc , and in Fiji they aie prepared and made into orna- 
mental dresses The thick, aerial, rope-like roots consist of 
tough, spongy fibre, which, cut into lengths and beaten out at one 
end, form brushes They are also used as a substitute for coiks 

Scrub Shrub {Commidendron Tugosum)y a shrub of the Com- 
posite family (Composita}), native of St Helena, where it is 
also called Gum Shrub, and another species, C spuriurriy is 
known as the Little Bastard Gum Tree, and Cabbage Tree 
They are scrub-hke shrubs, having alternate obovate or cuneate 
leaves and flowers m close heads These plants repiesent part of 
the original endemic flora still remaining in St Helena, the bulk 
of which since the introduction of goats has become extinct 

Sea Holly {Enyngmm mai a strong-growing peren- 

nial of the Cairot family (Umbelliferae), found on the sandy 
shores of this country It has stiff stems, bearing spiny leaves 
and spiny compact umbels of blue flowers , the whole plant has 
a bluish-white appearance The roots are thick and fleshy, and 
on account of their peculiar flavour are preserved in sugai, and 
sold by the confectioners as candied Eryngo. When boiled and 
roasted they resemble chestnuts, and are palatable and said to 
be nutritious. 

Sea Purslane. {Sec Orache) 

Sea Thrift. {See Lavender, Sea ) 
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Sea Trumpet. {See Trumpet ) 

Seaside Grape {Coccoloha uvifera), a small tree of the Buck- 
wheat family (Polygonacese) It has cordate oval leaves, and is a 
native of Barbadoes and other West Indian islands The llowers 
are in spikes, and the calyx when ripe, becoming fleshy, has the 
appearance of a grape The bark is astringent, and has been 
used for tanning leather 

Seaweeds, a general term for the plants comprehended 
under the order Algae of the Lmnaean class Cryptogamia, known 
as flowerless plants It includes not only plants growing in the 
sea, as the name Seaweed implies, but also in fresh water, and 
on moist earth, locks, stone, and living and diseased vegetable 
substances, m the form of slime and jellies They vaiy in form 
from microscopic bodies to large plants several feet in length 
The number of species is extremely numerous, and included by 
modem botanists in about 300 genera, which are arranged undei 
five distinct natural families But few are of economic import- 
ance, the principal ones will be found noticed under their 
respective local names 

Sebestens, the name in India for the fruit of Cordia myxa 
and C latifoha, small trees of the Borage family (Boraginacecc), 
natives of India Their fruit, which grows in clusters, consists 
of a drupe, an inch or more in diameter, yellow when npe, the 
pulp of which IS soft and clammy C latifoha is the larger, 
but both are eaten by the natives 

Sedge. — Sedges, grass-hke plants of the Cyperus family 
(Cyperaceae), of which there are many species The principal 
genus, CareXy includes about 66 species, natives of this country. 
C, arenaria grows on the sea-shores, forimng hassock-like tufts, 
which, with its runmng roots, bind and hold the loose sands {see 
Marrum) 

Semolina, or Semola. — In some kinds of wheat, especially 
Italian, the gluten and starch combine in the form of small hard 
grains, which separate from the flour m the process of grinding, 
and which come to this country from Italy under the name of 
Semolina. It is used for puddmgs and mvalids^ food. 
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Senega or Seneka Root. {See Snake-root ) 

Senna — Cassia aciitifolia, C aiigustifolia, and other allied 
species, slender annuals of the Bean family (Leguminosse), 
about 2 feet high, having winged leaves, which when dry con- 
stitute the Senna of the shops They are cultivated in the 
regions of the Mediterranean, Egypt, Arabia, and India Senna 
IS a well-known purgative medicine 

Sensitive Plant {See Humble Plant ) 

Service Berry {Amelanchier canadensis), a small much- 
branched tree of the Apple family (Pomacese), native of the 
K^orthern United States and Canada When in flower it is a 
complete sheet of white, and is known in this country by the 
name of Snowy Mespilus Its fruit (berries) is black, and of a 
sweet agreeable taste Eaten by the native Indians 

Service Tree {Pyrus domestica), a large, spreading, branched 
tree of the Apple family (Pomacese), with winged leaves It 
bears an oblong or round fruit, about the size of a large goose- 
berry, which IS austere, and not much used In Brittany a drink 
like cider or perry is made from it, which has a most unpleasant 
odour It is a native of various parts of the Continent, espe- 
cially France and Italy, where it is much valued for its hard 
wood, which IS used for many purposes. It grows wild in 
Cornwall, and is considered to be indigenous 

Sesamum, a name for the seeds of Sesamum indicum, an 
annual weed-like herb of the family Pedaliaceae native of the 
East Indies, where it is cultivated as well as in other countries 
for the seeds, which yield a bland oil equal to olive oil. It 
IS used for many purposes of domestic economy. It is also 
known as Gmgelly Oil, and used for adulterating olive ana 
other oils 

Shaddock {Citrus dccumand), a tree of the Orange family 
(Aurantiacese), native of China It was introduced into the 
West Indies early in the eighteenth century by Captain Shad- 
dock, hence its name. There are varieties which produce fruits 
of various sizes, some measuring nearly 2 feet in ciicumference. 
Setting aside size, their appearance is like an orange. The 
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large ones are known by the name of Pomeloes, and the smaller 
ones are sold in the shops as Forbidden Fruit The Shaddock is 
cultivated m the East and West Indies for the sake of its sub- 
acid juicy pulp 

ShaUon, a name in North-West America for Gaultheria 
Shallon, a low evergreen shrub of the Heath family (Encacea?) , 
it has round leaves, and by its underground running shoots 
covers a considerable area of ground It generally grows in 
pine forests, and produces an immense number of purple berries, 
which are made by the nati\es into biead A smaller species, 
G, procuinh€iu% is also a native of North America, and grows like 
the preceding Its calyx becomes a fleshy berry, and affords 
food for game In the United States it is called Partridge- 
berry, as also Winter -green It has a peculiar spicy and 
aromatic odour, and has been used as a substitute for tea The 
odour IS due to a volatile oil, which is obtained by distillation, 
called Winter-green Oil, and is used medicinally as a stimulant 
It IS also called Mountain Tea, its leaves being used as a sub- 
stitute or for flavouring genuine tea 

Shallot. (See Pocambole ) 

Shamrock, the emblem of Ireland Supposed to be a species 
of Clover or Wood Sorrel 

Sheep-pest (Acccna ovina), a small evergreen decumbent 
plant of the Burnet family (Sanguisorbaceae), native of New 
Zealand, Tasmania, and Australia, growing in pastures Its fruit is 
furnished with hooked spines, which adhere to the wool of sheep, 
and render it difficult to clean, thus greatly lessening its value 

Shepherd’s Club (See Mullein, Great ) 

Shlttim-wood, supposed to be Acacia Seyal (See Gum 
Arabic ) 

Shola, or Solah (JEschynomene aspera), a thick spongy- 
stexnmed plant with compound winged leaves belonging to 
the Bean family (Leguminosae) It is a native of India, 
Malayan Peninsula and Islands, growing in swampy places 
and even floating The stem consists of a spongy white pith 
as thick as the arm, and being very hght is used for making 
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hats, bottle cases, floating jackets, and many other domestic 
articles 

Hermimera Ela^hroxylon, a prickly -branched, compound- 
leaved tree of the same family, native of tiopical Africa, has 
pith-like wood similar to the Shola, and is used by the natives 
for like purposes 

Side-saddle Flower — Sarracema, a genus which gives its 
name to a small family of plants (Sairaceniacese), consisting of 
about 10 species, all with one exception natives of the Atlantic 
side of North America They grow in swampy places, and are 
remarkable for their hollow leaves, which are generally upright, 
and rise fiom a central crown or a creeping stem They are 
tubular, vaiying in length from 2 to 6 feet or more, and have 
a lid lesembling the pitcher-plant of India, the width ot the 
mouth being from 1 to 2 inches in diameter The inside of the 
tube is lined with curious hairs, and it geneially contains liquid 
that seems to entice insects, many perishing in the fluid, which 
ultimately becomes putiid The pistil of Sarraccma is curious, 
being in the form of an open umbrella, wuth the stigmas at the 
angles on the under-side of the margin It is called Side- 
saddle Flower, from the petals hanging down between the 
sepals of the calyx like a lady’s riding-dress 

Silk-cotton Trees, a name given to certain trees of the 
Silk Cotton family (Bombacese) They are so called on account 
of the seeds being involved in silky wool-like hairs firmly packed 
in a capsular fruit , when this opens the hairs expand and form 
a considerable woolly mass As they are not adhesive, and 
moreover brittle, they cannot be spun, but are used for stuffing 
cushions and the like The trees aie large, and are represented 
in the tropics of both hemispheres 

Silk-cotton Tree of the Amazon {Enodendron Samauma) — 
This is one of the buttress trees of the region of the Amazon, 
some of the buttresses projecting 8 or 10 feet and only 4 or 5 
feet high, while narrower ones rise to 20 or 30 feet in height, 
and continue as ribs to a height of 40 or 50 feet They are 
from 6 inches to a foot in thickness, and are like w^ooden walls, 
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of sufficient width between them to allow room for a comfort- 
able hut The wood is very soft, and large pieces are cut out for 
paddles and other uses Another use of these trees is that they 
are hollowed out and formed into canoes Immense casks are 
also made of them One is recorded to have been 27 feet in 
length, and so thick that a man standing inside could work with 
an axe in hollowing it out They aie employed for conveying 
oil and other products from the upper region of the Amazon, 
being floated down to Para 

Silk-cotton Tree, Brazilian (^Pacliira maci antlm), a Biazilian 
tiee, attaining a height of 100 feet, and having flowers 15 inches 
in length The outside of the petals is gieen, and white within, 
with numerous long scarlet stamens 

Silk-cotton Tree, Malabar {Bombax malabanam), a tree, 
native of Malabar and other parts of India, attaining a height of 
70 or 80 feet, and its stem is covered with prickly tubercles 
similar to the Eriodendron anfi actuomm of the West Indies 
The flowers aie led, produced in clusters, and its fruit contains 
silky hairs which are used for stuffing cushions , the wood is 
light and porous , the baik possesses emetic properties, and 
yields a pure gum 

Silk-cotton Tree, New Grenada {Pacin') a alba, better known 
in botanical collections in the country by the name of Carohnea 
alba), a moderate -sized tree common in New Grenada, where 
it IS one of the most useful trees, the inner bark furnishing a 
strong and durable cordage much valued throughout the country 
There are other species of Pachira in tropical Ameiica, the bark 
of which is in general use as cordage 

Silk-cotton Tree, West Indian {Enodendron anfractuosum), 
a tiee attaining a height of 100 feet or more, having an impos- 
ing appearance, whether overtopping its humble companions of 
the forest or rising in solitary grandeur on the open plain Even 
the untutored negroes are so struck with the majesty of its 
appearance that they call it the God Tree Not even fiom the 
fear of pumshment will they be induced to cut it down. Its 
bark is green and covered with rough tuberculated pnckles. It 
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tapers upwards from a swollen base, around which are thick 
projecting buttresses of sufficient width to allow of horses being 
stalled between them The natives call it Ceiba. 

Silky Oak {Gievillea robusta), a tree of the Pro tea family 
(Proteaceae), native of Queensland, and probably one of the 
loftiest trees of the family , it attains a height of fiom 50 to 
150 feet, with a diameter of from 6 to 8 feet , its timber is 
\aluable A plant introduced into Kew in 1826 has attained 
a large size, and with its much -divided silky leaves presents a 
strong contrast to the more humble species of the genus, which 
mostly consist of small shrubs with willow, holly, box, or jumper- 
like leaves, producing pretty spikes of flowers 

Silphium of the Ancients (See Carrot, Deadly ) 

Silphium of Linnaeus (See Compass Plant ) 

Sliver Fir (Picea pechnata\ a tree of the family Coniferae, 
native of Europe and Northern Asia It takes its name from 
its silvery white leaves, and attains a gieat height, it is even 
said above 200 feet, and when standing singly is a beautiful 
tree A resin is obtained from it, which when purified is called 
Strasburg Turpentine The Silver Eir is subject to a disease, 
especially in Switzerland, which is caused by a fungus, a species 
of JEcidiurriy similar to the corn mildew 
Silver Rod (See Asphodel ) 

Sliver Tree (Leucadendron argenteim), a small tree of the 
Protea family (Proteaceae), with beautiful silvery lance-shaped 
leaves, native of Table Mountain and the Cape of Good Hope 
Its vicinity to Cape Town has led to its almost complete extiipa- 
tion for firewood Its destruction, however, is now prohibited 
Simaruba Bark. (See Quassia) 

Sissoo, a name in India for Dalhergia Sissoo^ a tree of the 
Bean family (Leguminosae), common in Bengal, and extending 
northward to the Punjab It is a fast-growing tree, attaining a 
considerable size. Its timber is strong, compact, and tenacious, 
of a dark-brown colour, and is used in all works where strength 
and durability are required 

Skimt (Slum Sisarum), a perennial herb of the Carrot family 
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(XJmbelliferse), native of China, introduced more than 300 
years ago, and cultivated as a vegetable , the root, which is like 
a radish, and about the thickness of the finger, is the part used 
It IS now seldom seen 

Skunk Cabbage {Symplocarpus fahdus), a perennial plant 
of the Arum family (Aroidese) , it has simple leaves, the flowers 
are contained in a spathe, which has a fetid smell like the 
animal called the skunk It is a native of North America, 
where it is held in medical reputation, its roots and seeds in 
cases of coughs, and its leaves in healing ulcers 
Slipper Flower {See Calceolaria ) 

Sloak, or Slook. {See Laver ) 

Sloe, also called Blackthorn {Prunus spino^a), a iigid prickly 
shrub of the Plum family (Drupacese) gi owing in hedges in 
this country, its pretty white flowers making it very ornamental 
in the month of May Its fruit is harsh, and too austere to 
be eaten , in Germany a spiiit is distilled from it Its wood is 
hard and takes a fine polish, and is used for walking-sticks, and 
for making handles for carpenters’ and other tools The leaves 
when dried make the best substitute for Chinese tea, and were 
at one time extensively used in its adulteration 

Smut {Ushlago segetum), a dust fungus common to the 
Grass family (Grammesc) , it affects wheat, bailey, oats, Indian 
corn, and dhoora, often doing considerable damage to the crops 
It destroys the young grain in the ear, which becomes a sooty 
mass of closely-packed fungus spores, which ultimately break 
up, and are dispersed by the wind or fall to the ground, where 
they are ready to attack and impregnate the sprouting giains of 
the next year’s crop Experiments made by the celebrated 
microscopist and botanical artist Francis Bauer show that the 
spores are absorbed into the tissues of the plant, and carried up 
until they reach the ear, where they develop and multiply to 
the destruction of the gram 

Allied to the preceding is another grain-destroyer called 
Bunt or Pepper Brand {Ustilago foehda) , like the preceding, 
it IS common to com crops, but in this case the ear is only 
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partially affected, some of the grains being left perfect while 
those affected become filled with dust of a fetid odour, distin- 
guishing it from the Smut or dust brand, which is scentless 
A Smut also infests the common reed (Arundo phragmites), 
which IS common in the marshes of the Thames, and which is 
used for many domestic purposes The persons who cut them 
suffer from headache, a swelling of the head, and acute mflam- 
mation of the bowels, which is caused by the fungus 

Snake Gourd (Tnchcosanthes anguina), a tendril climber of 
the Gourd family (Cucuibitaceae), native of India , its fiuit is 
cylindrical, about 3 feet in length, and is pendulous, having the 
appearance of a snake ; but it is surpassed in length by T 
coluhrina, called the Serpent or Viper Gourd , it attains a 
length of 5 or 6 feet, and a diameter of about an inch, and hangs 
from the plant in a rope-like form It is of a yellow colour 
when ripe 

Snake - nut (Ophiocaryon paradoxum), a large tree of the 
order Sapindaceae, native ot British Guiana The fruit is roundish, 
about the size of a walnut It takes its name Snake-nut from 
the curious form of the embryo of the seed, which is spirally 
twisted so as to closely resemble a coiled-up snake They are 
not known to possess any medicinal properties, but the snake- 
like form of the embryo has led the Indians to employ it, and 
believe it to be an antidote against snake-bites 

Snake -root* — Many plants are held in high repute as a cure 
for snake-bites, but they seldom prove efficacious when put to 
the test by learned medical practitioners, their reputation being 
often derived from the snake-like form of the whole or some part 
of the plant, or from its colour The following are a few of the 
principal — 

1 Ophzorrhiza Mungos, a low bushy shrub of the Cinchona 
family (Cmchonacese), native of India, Ceylon, and Malayan 
Islands Its roots are intensely bitter, and some degree of super- 
stition IS attached to its first discovery as a cure for snake-bites 

2 Brazil {Chiococca angitsUfoha), a plant of the same order, 
called Snake-root, or Eaiz de Cobra in Brazil. It is a violent 
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emetic and purgative, and has a musky smell like that of 
snakes, which favours the idea that it cures their bite. 

3 Caseana vlrmfolm^ a shrub or small tree of the family 
Samydacese The leaves are somewhat astringent, and when 
boded are apphed to wounds and snake-bites. They are con- 
sidered by Brazilians a certain remedy against the bite of the 
most venomous kinds of snakes Several other species of 
Casearia are used medically in Brazd, either for cleansing wounds 
or as diaphoretics and purgatives 

4 Polygala Senega, an erect, slender, herbaceous plant of the 
Milkwort family (Polygalaceae), native of North America The 
root IS ash-coloured, and supposed by the Indians to resemble 
the tad of the rattlesnake, and to be a cure for its bite. In the 
United States it is employed for many complaints It contains 
a prmciple called Senegin, which excites violent sneezing 

5 Black Snake-root {Actcca racemosa), a tall -growing per- 
ennial herb, with compound trifoliate leaves, of the Buttercup 
famdy (Ranunculacese) The flowers are fetid, and the large 
knotted root-stalks, which have a nauseous astringent and bitter 
taste, are considered in the United States to be a remedy for 
the bite of the rattlesnake 

6 Button Snake -root — Lmtris squarrosa and L scariosa, 
perennial herbs, with spikes of pretty pink flowers of the famdy 
Compositae, natives of North America Their tuberous roots 
when bruised are considered a cure for the bite of the rattle- 
snake 

7 Virginian Snake-root {Ar%stolochia Serpentaria), a bushy 
partially climbmg shrub of the Birtl\wort famdy (Aristolochiaceae), 
native of the Southern Umted States It is considered a specific 
for the cure of the bite of the rattlesnake and of mad dogs , 
also, GerUmna ochroleuca, a perennial of the Gentian family 
(Gentianaceae). It is held in high reputation by the “old 
grannies ” as a tonic, and as an excellent stimulant in uterine 
disorders, loss of speech, and other complaints through the loss 
of nervous energy. It is also one of the numerous remedies for 
the cure of snake-bites. 
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Snake -wood (Strychnos colvJynna), a small tree of the Nux 
Vomica family (Loganiacese), native of India, Java, and other 
islands In Malabar it furnishes the wood called Snake-wood 
It is in great repute as a remedy for the bites of snakes and m 
skin diseases (See also Greenheart and Letter-wood ) 

Sneezewort (Achillea Ptarmica), a low herbaceous herb of 
the Composite family (Composite), common in this country 
Its leaves are numerous and finely divided, forming a tuft , the 
flower-stems are about a foot in height, bearing heads of white 
flowers about the size of a daisy , its leaves, when dried and 
pulverised, are said to excite sneezing 

Sneeze - wood (Pteroxylon utile)^ a small tree of the Soap- 
berry family (Sapmdaceje), native of the Cape of Good Hope 
The wood is hard and durable, takes a fine pobsh, and is used 
for many purposes In sawing the wood the dust excites violent 
sneezing 

Snowberry (Symphoricarpus racemostis), a bushy shrub of 
the Woodbine family (Caprifoliaceae), native of NTorth America 
It IS planted as an ornament in shrubberies, producing white 
berries, conspicuous in autumn 

Snowdrop Tree (Halesia tetraptera), a wide - spreading 
branching tree of the Storax family (Styracacecc), attaining a 
height of from 20 to 30 feet, native of North America It pro- 
duces a profusion of pendulous white flowers like snowdrops, 
which render it a highly ornamental tree 
Snuff Tobacco) 

Soap Bark, also the bark of Pithecolobmm bigeminum, a large 
tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse) It is saponaceous, and 
IS used as a substitute for soap m Caraccas (See also Quillaia ) 
Soapberry (Sapindm Saponaria), a slender tree, with winged 
leaves, of the Soapberry family (Sapmdacese), native of the West 
Indies and many parts of tropical America Its fruit is the size 
of a large gooseberry, formed of a thick tough rind, loosely en-* 
closing a hard globose black seed It takes the name of Soap- 
berry from the rind on being put in water lathering like soap 
It has long been m general use in the West Indies as a substi- 
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tute for soap Its frequent use is, however, considered to 
deteriorate fabrics washed with it The hard seeds take a fine 
polish, and are used for making rosaries and necklaces, and at 
one time were impoited for making buttons In India the same 
use IS made of the seeds of S tiifoliatus and S liaiaxc, now 
known as Bittelasma Rarak A medicinal oil is extracted from 
the former Erioglossum edule (S ruhginosa) is a tall tiee of the 
Pegu foiests, having a girth of 3 to 4 feet Its wood is white 
S esculentus is a native of Brazil, attaining a height of 30 to 40 feet 
Its fruit IS produced in bunches like grapes , the rind is hard, but 
between it and the seed is a mucilaginous pulp which is eaten 
Soap Bulb {Chloragalum pomei xdianum)^ a large bulb of the 
Lily section of the family Liliacese, native of California It is 
used as a substitute for soap, its mucilage producing a lather in 
water , but it contains neither alkali nor oil 

Soap Pods — In China the pods of several species of Cassal- 
pinieae, and in India the pods of Acacia concinna, are of a sapo- 
naceous nature, and are used as a substitute for soap 

Soap -root [Gypsophylla Strutlaum), a strong-rooted, many- 
stemmed perennial of the Pink family (Caryophyllacece), native 
of Spam, spreading a foot or more in height Its root lathers 
water, and is used as a substitute for soap 

Soapwort {Saponana offiA^inalis), a strong-growing peren- 
nial of the Pmk family (Caryophyllacea>) , it is common in 
gardens It is said to be a native of Bntain, but if so it is very 
rare The stems upon being put in water form a lather like soap, 
hence its name 

Soldier’s Herb. {See Matico ) 

Solomon’s Seal {Polygonatura multiflorum), a perennial herb 
of the Lily family (Liliaceae), a plant found wild in many parts 
of England, and frequently cultivated in gardens Its creeping 
roots or rhizomes are in great repute, as they quickly remove 
brmses and discolorations of the flesh resulting from blows 
Sophee, a name in the mountain regions of India for 
Mynm intcgrifolm^ a shrub of the Candleberry family (Myri- 
caceae). Its fruit is eaten by the natives 
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Sophora (Sophora japomca), a branched round-headed tree, 
attaining a height of 40 feet, having winged leaves of a light-green 
colour It belongs to the Bean family (Leguminosse), and is a 
native of China and Japan, where its white papilionaceous flowers 
are used for dyeing both yellow and green In Fokien and 
other provinces it is cultivated for its flowers, which form an 
important article of trade in the country A purgative property 
pervades the whole of the tree, even affecting, it is said, those who 
prune it, or work with the wood It is an ornamental tree in this 
country, but not common It was intioduced in 1763 , theie are 
several specimens in Kew Gardens more than a hundred years old. 

Sorrel, Common {Ramex Acetosa), French (72 scutatui), 
perennial herbs of the Buckwheat family (Polygonacese), the first 
native of this country and the second of Switzerland Cultivated 
in gardens for their leaves, which are acid, and used as cuhnary 
heibs In Scotland the Common Sorrel is called Souroks 
Sorrel Tree {Sec Andromeda ) 

Sorrel, Wood {Oocahs Acctosella), a small perennial herb of 
the Oxalis family (Oxalidaceae), native of Britain, growing wild 
in woods The leaves, which are trifoliate, are sometimes used 
in salads, to which they impart a pleasant acid It is one 
of the plants supposed to be the Shamrock of Ireland Its 
medicinal properties led it to be worthy of a place in the London 
Pharmacopa3ia, but it has now fallen into disuse 

Souan Nut, also known as Butter-Nut {Caryocar nucifeium)^ 
a tree of the family Khizobolacese It is a native of British 
Guiana, and attains a height of 80 to 100 feet, having large 
broad trifoliate leaves Its flowers aie large and spreading, and 
contain a large number of stamens The fruit is spherical, firm, 
measuring 5 to 6 inches in diameter, and of a reddish-brown 
colour It contains foui, or by abortion generally fewer seeds, 
which lie embedded in a white pulp They are round, sub-reni- 
form, and flattened The shell is hard, of a brown colour, and 
covered with tubercles , it contains a nutty, oily kernel, which is 
pleasant to eat, and is frequently imported into this country under 
the above name. G luUjrosum is a tree similar to the last, but 

2c 
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differing in the leaves being five- parted, and also in producing 
edible, but more oily nuts, called Pekea. 

Sour Gourd. Baobab) 

Sour Plum, a name given in Queensland to Owema venosay 
a tree of the Bead Tree family (Meliacese), said to have milky 
juice (?) It has clammy branches, winged leaves, and small 
flowers produced in panicles. The fruit is a globular drupe, 
the pulp is wholesome, slightly acid, and is eaten by the natives 
The wood is hard, very stiong, of a reddish colour, and js used 
for wheelwrights’ work The wood of 0 cei asifera is also hard, 
and takes a fine polish. It is called the Sweet Plum, and forms 
an important article of trade in China Living plants have been 
recently introduced into this country, but are too tender to grow 
m the open air 

Sour Sop, or Custard Apple (Anona muricata), a tree of the 
Custard Apple family (Anonaceae), 15 to 20 feet high, native of 
the West Indies and tropical America, and cultivated foi its fruit, 
which varies in size from 6 to 9 inches in circumference , the 
form also is variable, but the heart shape predominates, as indeed it 
does in most of the fruits of the other species Its pulp is woolly 
in appearance, but contains a fresh and agreeable sub-acid juice 

Southernwood {Artemisia Abrotanum), a well-known garden 
shrub of the Composite family (Composite), much in favour 
for its stimulating aromatic odour It is a native of Southern 
Europe, and is known also by the name of Old Man. 

Sowa, a name given in Bengal to Peiicedanum graveolenSy 
better known as Anethum Sowa, an annual of the Carrot family 
(UmbeUifercc), cultivated in India, especially in Bengal, for its 
carmmative seeds, which are used for cuhnary purposes , by dis- 
tillation the seeds yield a very useful medicmal oil, also known 
as Bishop’s Weed OiL 

Soy {Glycine Soja, better known as Soja hispida),SL small, erect, 
trifoliate, hairy plant of the Bean family (Legummosse), native 
of India and China. It is cultivated for its seeds, which are 
made mto the sauce called Soy in India, and the residue or cake 
IS extensively used for manure in China. 
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Spadtlum. {See Bitter-root ) 

Spanish Elm, a name m the West Indies for Cordia 
OemscanthuSy a large tree of the Sebesten family (Cordiaceae), 
native of the West Indies Its wood is hard, and used for many 
purposes 

Spamsh Juice. {See Liquorice ) 

Spearmint {Mentha mr%dis)y a herb of the Mint femily 
(Labiatae) It possesses aromatic properties, and is used for 
culinaiy purposes, especially as a sauce, and is supposed to be 
the Mint spoken of in the New Testament It is a native of 
this country 

Spelt {Tritimm Spelta)^ a corn-grass, intermediate between 
barley and wheat, but considered to be a hard-grained kind of 
the latter It is supposed to be the rye grown m Egypt in the 
time of Moses It is spaimgly cultivated in France and other 
parts of Europe at the present day. 

Spice Wood — Laurm BenzoiUy now called Benzoin odori- 
feruTTiy a genus of the Laurel family (Lauraceae) B odoriferumy 
native of North America, is a bush 8 to 10 feet high, having 
oblong wedge-shaped leaves and small umbels of yellow flowers, 
appealing before the leaves Its fruit is a berry It is said to 
have been used in the United States as a substitute for allspice , 
it yields an aiomatic stimulant oil The bark is aromatic, 
stimulant, and tonic 

Spiderworts, a common name for Tradescantiay a genus of 
the family Commelynacese T virginica and others are showy 
garden perennials, with white or blue flowers The filaments of 
the stamens are jointed, and viewed under a microscope the 
circulation of the sap in each joint is seen 

Spikenard, or Nard {Naidostachys JataTnaTisi)^ a perennial 
herb of the Valerian family (Yalerianacese), closely allied to the 
common Valerian {Valeriana officinalis)^ but the roots have a 
much stronger smell It is a native of Nepal, Bhotan, and other 
parts of the Himalayan Mountains In India its roots are highly 
prized as a perfume for the hair , and there is every reason to 
believe that the “alabaster box of ointment of Spikenard” 
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mentioned m St Markkas prepared from this plant It appeals 
to have been early known in Europe, and history tells us it was 
a favourite with the ladies of Eome , but it has long ceased to be 
used, its smell being considered disagieeable to modern taste 

Spinach, Garden {Spinacia ohracea), an annual plant, the 
type of the Spinach family (Chenopodiaceae) The native country 
of the Garden Spinach is not w^ell ascertained, but is supposed to 
be Western Asia , it has been knoi\ n in this country for at least 
three hundred years There are two kinds, one with smooth 
and the other with piickly seeds Both aie cultivated, and used 
as a vegetable 

Spinach, Australian — Chcmpodinm auruomumy native of 
the interior of Australia. It is allied to C hjlridum^ a weedy 
plant of this country It has lately come into use as a substi- 
tute for Spinach 

Spinach, Indian. — Basella luhra and B alba, succulent 
climbers, with soft, entire, alternate leaves, of the family Basel- 
laceae, but considered by some to be a section only of the Spinach 
family (Chenopodiacece), natives of the East Indies, generally 
cultivated for shade as arbour plants In Hoitns Kcwemis 
they are called Malabar Niglitshade 

Spinach, Mountain, or Garden Orache {AUiplex Iwitcnsu), 
native ot Eastern Europe It is a hardy annual plant of the 
Chenopodiaceffi, growing 2 to 3 feet high, having large hastate 
leaves, varying from light green to dark red, which are some- 
times used as SpinacL They seed freely, the red-leaved kind 
becommg a weed m some gardens. 

Spinach, New Zealand {Tdragoma expansa), a trailing 
branch-stemmed annual, several feet in length, with Spinach- 
like leaves, of the Fig Marigold family (Ficoide£e) It was dis- 
covered m New Zealand during Captain Cook’s first voyage, and 
was much prized as a fresh vegetable amongst the crews, and 
was considered efiBcacious as an antiscorbutic It is also 
common to Austraha, Tasmania, Japan, and South America, It 
was mtroduced mto this country m 1772, and m some gardens 
it is substituted for Spinach. 
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Spindle Tree {Euonymus europmus), a lowspreading tree of the 
family Celastracese, native of this country, generally found grow- 
ing in hedges or on the maigins of woods The wood is compact, 
capable of being spht into very fine strips, and is used by watch- 
makeis in cleansing watches, and is known to them by the name 
of Dogwood , it is also said to be used for shoe pegs, skewers, and 
such like 

Spiraea fhitex, an old garden name for Spircea salicifolm, a 
shrub of the Eose family (Eosaceae), native of some localities 
in Scotland, NTorthern England, and Wales, one of a numerous 
genus of pretty garden shrubs, natives of the temperate zone of 
the northern hemisphere The genus also contains many herba- 
ceous species, such as the well-known Meadow-sweet (;S^ Ulirmi %a) 
and the Dropwort (S Filipendida)^ both natives of this country, 
and the strong-growing garden perennial S Ammus, native of 
Austria and Siberia No special economical uses are recorded 
of any of the species 

Spotted Tree, a name in Queensland for Fhndersia maculosa^ 
a tree of the Mahogany family (Cedrelaceae) It derives its name 
from the baik falling off in small pieces, which makes the trunk 
appear as if it were spotted 

Spruce Fir Fir Trees ) 

Spurge. {Set Euphorbia ) 

Spurge Laurel {Daphne a pretty evergreen shrub 

of the family Thymel8eacea3, with poisonous berries, native of this 
country Other species of the genus are highly-ornamental 
garden plants D indica and D odora are prized m the green- 
house for their sweet smell 

Squash. {See Gourd ) 

Squill {Salla maritima)^ a bulbous plant of the Lily family 
(Liliaceje), found on the coasts of the Mediterranean, and also 
abundant at Malta, from whence it is imported. It is used in 
medicine, being a powerful irritant, and is prescribed in dropsical 
and other complaints. 

Squirting Cucumber {Echalhum Elatmum) -—This plant has 
the same habit and appearance, and belongs to the same family 
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as the Cucumber (Cucurbitacese), trailing on the ground, but 
devoid of tendrils It is a native of the South of Europe, and 
has long been cultivated m botanic gardens as a curiosity. 
The fruit is about 2 mches in length, hanging down at an acute 
angle with the short foot-stalk , on touching it when ripe, it 
immediately separates from the stalk, and ejects with consider- 
able force a number of seeds and a quantity of fluid to a distance 
of two or three yards, to the dismay of the unwarned toucher 
The juice is of a highly poisonous nature, and when concen- 
trated forms the powerful drug called Elateiium, which is 
obtained by pressure of the seeds 
St. Helena Ebony. (See Ebony ) 

St. John’s Bread. (&e Carob Tree ) 

St Thomas Tree, a name in Ceylon for Bauhima tomentosa, 
a small tree of the Bean family (Leguminosa;) It attains a 
height of 15 feet, and is bush-hke Its leaves aie composed of 
two oval, blunt leaflets, united by their inner edges for more 
than half their length. It has pale yellow floweis with cnmson 
spots, which the native Cingalese beheve to be the blood of St 
Thomas, hence its name. 

Staff Tree, a name for the different species of Celastrus, 
a genus of the Spindle Tree family (Celastracea;) C scandens, 
a trailmg, chmbing shrub, native of North Amenca, interesting 
on account of its orange-coloured fruit, and wax-like arillus, 
hence it is called Waxwork Shrub. €. pamculatum, native of 
Brazil An empyreumatic oil is obtained from its seeds by 
destiuctive distillation, called Oleum mgrum It is in repute by 
native doctors for special complaints C pymcanthus, native 
of the Cape of Good Hope, has hard, very formidable spmes 3 
to 4 inches in length C. cymosus, also native of the Cape of 
Good Hope, has pretty white flowers, but of a very fetid odour 
Staghorn Fern is represented by several species of Platy- 
cerivm, a genus of the tnbe Acrosticheae of the family Filices, the 
onginal species being P. alcicome, native of Western tropical 
Africa and Australia, from whence it was introduced into Kew 
in 1808. Its broad, divided fronds, having the resemblance of a 
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stag’s horn, long caused it to be looked upon as a curiosity in 
the plant world , but it is now surpassed by its gigantic ally 
P grande, native of Queensland, the Philippine Islands, and 
Malayan Peninsula It is epiphytal Its barren fronds may be 
compaied to large shells successively produced from a central 
axis, the new ovei lapping the old, formmg oblong masses of van- 
ous sizes according to age , sometimes as much as 3 feet by 2, 
and 2 to 3 feet in thickness The fertile fronds rise from the 
central axis to the length of 6 to 7 feet, repeatedly forked into 
broad ribbon-like segments, and pendulous, the fructification 
being produced m a round, lateral lobe, nearly a foot in diameter, 
on one of the main divisions of the frond It was introduced from 
New Holland into Kew in 1842, and fine specimens are now to 
be found in the collections of many fern-cultivators 

Star Apple (Chysophyllum Cainito), a tree of the family 
Sapotacece, attaining a height of 30 to 40 feet, native of the 
West Indies It has spreading branches, and beautifully-vemed 
leaves, of a silvery white on the under side The fruit is about 
the size of an apple, and is wholesome, having an agreeable 
sweet flavour It consists of ten cells, each containing a single 
seed, and when cut across (before the seeds harden) has a star- 
like appearance, hence its name It is an ornamental plant in 
hothouses 

Star of Bethlehem {Ormthogalum umbellatum) — This is 
one of the Lily family (Liliacece), native of different parts of 
Europe and Western Asia, also of this country Its flowers are 
of a milky white, borne in umbels on a short stalk, and it is prob- 
ably on this account that it has received the name Omitho- 
galum, which literally means bird’s milk There is strong evi- 
dence for believing, as I have shown in my History of BMe 
Plants, that the bulbous root of this plant was the doves’ dung 
that was eaten by the people of Samaria, as stated in 2 Kings 
vi. 25. 

Star Jelly. — Nostoc conwimne and N. edule, gelatinous crypto- 
gams of the Confervse family, springing up often on gravel walks 
after ram m round patches. H edvle is wholesome, and in 
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China IS dried and used in making soups. In 1855 several 
square miles in the Bombay Presidency were coveied with 
iV colhnum The natives called it meat, and considered that 
it fell from heaven The spoies are supposed to float in the air, 
and alighting on congenial surfaces where the temperature and 
moisture are fa^ curable, spring suddenly into existence as the 
perfect plant N commune is also known by the name of 
Fames' Butter 

Starch consists of organised, farina-like grams, contained in 
vanous paits of many plants It forms an important part in all 
farinaceous foods, as wheaten flour, potatoes, airowroot, sago, 
etc It IS, however, incapable of sustaining animal life when 
separated fiom other constituents, but with the addition of 
some nitrogenous substance, it is wholesome Starch granules 
when burst by the effects of heat are turned into gum, and 
form the substance known as Dextrine or Biitish gum, which is 
used for dressing woven fabiics, for the backs of postage stamps, 
and for en\ elopes 

Stavesacre {Delphimum Staj)hisagna), a strong - grow mg 
biennial of the Buttercup family (Ranunculacese), native of the 
South of Europe Under this name it was held in high repute 
by the ancients as a cure for many diseases The active prin- 
ciple is contained m the seeds, which have a disagreeable smell, 
and a nauseous, bitter, burning taste They yield an alkaloid 
called Delphmia 

Stavesacre was originally employed as a cathartic, but it acted 
with so much violence that it has been to a great extent laid 
aside, and is now chiefly employed for eruptions in the skm, 
for destroying lice, and as a cure for the itch insect Delphmia 
IS an extremely acnd poison Six grams, administered m water, 
will kill a dog in three hours , but the same quantity dissolved 
in vmegar has caused death in forty minutes 

Stiilging Bush {Jatropha stimulans, sometimes called J 
horrida), a small, straggling, soft-wooded shrub of the Spurge- 
wort family (Euphorbiacese), with lobed leaves, covered, as well 
as the younger parts of the wood, with stiff hairs, like small 
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needles, which sting fearfully, and aie much dreaded by the 
natives It causes an intense burning pain, with swelling, which 
IS not confined to the part stung, but sometimes spreads all over 
the body In 1823 a plant at Kew stung the writer on the 
wrist, and in a few minutes the poison extended up the arm and 
the upper part of the body, the lips became swollen, and of a 
livid red , fainting came on in less than ten minutes, on recover- 
ing fiom which, the whole sensation went off as fast as it came 
on The general health was, however, impaired for several days 

Stink-horn, or Stinking Polecat — Phallus impudicus and 
P fostidiis, fungi of the Lycoperdaceee alliance They have a 
white conical pileus, 4 to 6 inches high, purple at the apex They 
spring up suddenly duiing the night from a volva They grow 
in damp, shady places in woods, and their place of growth is 
readily found by the abominable stench they emit An allied 
species IS Clathrus cancellaUts, the Lattice Stmk-horn Although 
beautiful in appearance, its odour is the most disgusting and 
noxious of all fungi 

Stinking Gladwyn (See Ins ) 

Stink- wood {Fo^tidia maurihana)^ a large tree of the family 
Barnngtonaceoe, native of the Mauritius, where, on account of 
the white ants not attacking it, it is used for the foundations 
of houses Its wood has an unpleasant smell For other Stink- 
woods, see Lam el 

Storax — This name is generally applied to the resin of 
Styrax officinale, a small tree of the Benzoin family (Styracese), 
native of Greece, Asia Minor, and Syria , now found also in 
Italy and Southern Fiance It is only w^hen the plant has 
attained its full size that it seems capable of yielding the 
fragrant resin known as Storax , and Fluckiger and Hanbury m 
their Pharmaxographia say that in most localities where it is 
grown it has been reduced by ruthless lopping to a mere bush, 
the young stems of which yield not a trace of exudation The 
storax has thus entirely disappeared, and genuine specimens of 
it are scarcely to be found even in museums ” The plant is 
considered by some commentators to be the poplar rod of 
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scarcely be called rods. Liquid Storax is furnished by Liquid- 
ambar onentalis, a small tree of the family Hamamelideae, native 
of Asia Mmor, as also by L altingia, a tree native of the 
Malayan Archipelago 

Stramonium, (See Datura ) 

Straw, the culms (flower-stalks) of wheat, barley, oats, 
and lye, which, after being deprived of their giains, furnish the 
straw used for many purposes in domestic economy — such as 
thatching, making baskets, beehives, ciadles, hassocks, and mats, 
as also hats and bonnets, the latter being generally made of 
wheat straw, which forms an important part of the occupation 
of the people of St Albans, Dunstable, and Luton The laige 
fashionable bonnets worn fifty years ago, which came fiom 
Italy, and were called Leghorn bonnets, w^ere made of Triticuvi 
Spdta (See Spelt ) 

Their high price, £2 each, led the celebrated political wTiter 
William Cobbett to endeavour to find a native glass capable of 
making as fine bonnets as the expensive Leghorn He selected 
the sweet-scented vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum He 
employed tw^o women to collect it in Kew Gardens, but the 
project proved a failure The large sun-hats of India are made 
of wheat straw 

Strawberry. — F'lagana vesca and F elatior, perennial herbs 
of the Eose family (Rosacese) These are the wild or native 
strawberries of this country They were the only ones known 
in eaily times The cry ‘‘ Strawberry ripe '' was to be heard m 
London 400 years ago After the introduction of F virginiana 
from North America, F chilensis from South America, and F, 
graudiflora from Surinam, by crossing them with the native 
species many fine varieties were obtained, such as the Alpine, 
hautbois, scarlet, pine, and others Of late years much atten- 
tion has been paid to the cultivation of strawberries, and 
fruits of the size of small apples are now to be seen at horti- 
cultural exhibitions. Before the time of railways and light 
spang vans, strawberries were conveyed to the London markets 
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in baskets carried by women on their heads These carriers 
were principally from Shropshire, and found emidoyment in the 
market gardens in the neighbourhood of London duiing the 
summer season , and it was a cuiious sight to see twenty or 
thirty Shropshire girls, as they were called, marching along m a 
line with their baskets sitting freely on their heads It is 
proper to explain that the fruit of the strawberry, so called, is 
not a fruit but a fleshy receptacle, the so-called seeds seated 
on the outside of the pulp being the true fruits The stran^berry 
is one of the most wholesome of fruits Besides being eaten fresh 
by all classes during the season, immense quantities are made into 
jam and preserves, one firm in London in 1873 using 200 tons 

Strawberry Tree. (See Arbutus ) 

Strehtzia, a genus of the Banana family (Musacese), natives 
of South Afiica They possess no economic piopeities, but 
are remarkable plants 1 Shclitzia augusta has a palm-like stem, 
in its native country attaining a height of 20 or more feet, 
and a foot in diametei It has large distichous leaies, the 
general habit of the plant being similar to that of the Traveller 
Tree (Urania) It produces its flowers in a sheath at the base 
of the leaves , they are small, white, and inconspicuous, con- 
sidering the magnitude of the plant Its stem is not solid as in 
that of the Traveller Tree, and both in its native country and 
under cultivation, when attaining above 20 feet in height, its 
weighty crown of leaves causes it to break over A plant at 
Kew being supported attained the height of 34 feet, and was 
still progressing when it was ordered to be cut down The 
seeds, bke those of Uiarna^ are furnished with a woolly anllus, 
those of Strehtzia being red, and those of Urania blue 2 Stre- 
htzia regincc — This differs entirely from the preceding in having 
no arborescent stem It has firm, oval, elliptical, glaucous 
leaves, borne on long foot-stalks, about 3^ to 4 feet high, which 
rise direct from the ground in caespitose tufts The flower- 
stem also rises direct from the ground, bearing on its apex an 
open sheath, containing many flowers of orange and purple tints, 
which, with the peculiar form, make the plant very attractive. 
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It lias been long cultivated at Kew, and derives its name 
from the late Queen Charlotte, who was princess of the house of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz 

Stringy Bark. {See Eucalyptus ) 

Strychnine. {See Nux Vomica ) 

Succory, a name for Chicory (which see) 

Sugar is the sweet constituent of plants found in more or less 
abundance in their sap or juice, from which, by undergoing 
certain processes of manufacture, the common, raw, and lump 
sugar of domestic use is obtained The principal supply is 
furnished by the Sugar Cane {Saccliarum officinarum), a strong 
cane-stemmed grass 10 to 12 feet high, producing a large 
feathery plume of flowers It is a native of the eastern hemi- 
sphere, but, like many other plants that have been long under 
cultivation, the cradle of its birth is not well known It is 
found wild, as well as cultivated, throughout tiopical and sub- 
tropical Asia, and the islands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans 
It was fiist known in India, fiom whence it is said to have been 
brought to Europe by the Venetians about the middle of the 
twelfth centurj’’, and was early cultivated in the islands of the 
Mediterranean It was afterwards introduced into Spain and 
Portugal, and also to the continent of America, becoming firmly 
established by the middle of the sixteenth century It has acted 
an important part in the social condition of the world, the 
native Indian lace, especially in America, being driven before 
it, and the curly-haired African negro established in his place, 
ongmally under the bonds of slavery The great supply of 
sugar imported into this country comes from the West Indies 
and Brazil, as also from Mauritius, of which island it forms the 
staple pioduct. Sugar is the expressed juice of the cane, which 
by boiling and other processes becomes crystallised, and is 
called Brown Sugar , after being refined and cast in conical 
moulds it IS Loaf or Lump Sugar The uncrystallised portion 
is called Treacle or Molasses From the scum and rough 
portions of the latter rum is obtained by distillation The 
sugar-cane is probably the sweet cane from a far country, 
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spoken of by the prophet Jeremiah (chap vi 20) In Europe 
large quantities of Sugar are manufactured from Beetroot, and 
m America from the Sugar Maple Grape Sugar produced from 
the fruit of the grape is also a well-known article , an account 
of these will be found under their respective names , also see 
Date and Wine Palms 

Sugar Berry {See Nettle Tree ) 

Sumach — Under this name are included the species of 
Bhm, a genus of Anacardiacea3 They consist of bushy, 
stiff- branched shrubs, with winged, raiely simple leaves, and 
bunches of inconspicuous flowers, followed by small berries, 
they are mostly poisonous in a more or less degree, and highly 
astringent , they are used for tanning B Coiiaria, a sliiub 
with pinnate leaves, is common to all the coasts of the Mediter- 
lanean, and is extensively cultivated in Sicily for its leaves, 
which, with the young shoots cut when a foot or more in height, 
are ground between millstones into a fine powder It is used for 
tanning, and also produces a yellow dye An average of 10,000 
to 18,000 tons IS annually imported into this country B 
Cotinus IS also employed in the same manner , it is called Venice 
or Venetian Sumach (see Fustic). Several North American 
species are highly poisonous, such as B venenata^ a shrub with 
winged leaves, and the trailing and climbing three -leaved 
species B Toxicodendron and B radicam, known as the Poison 
Oaks , the mere rubbing or handling of the leaves of which has 
been known to lead to serious consequences 

Sumach, Jamaica {B Metopmm), a strong-growing shrub, 
native of Jamaica, its leaves are used for tanning, it yields 
a gum called by the negroes Doctor’s Gum , it is a powerful 
purgative and emetic 

Sumach, Myrtle-leaved. {See Coiiana) 

Sumach, Virginian {B typhina), is commonly to be seen 
in shrubberies, especially in old gardens in this country , cases 
are recorded of much injury having been done to the ejes from 
its fumes on being burnt. It is also commonly known by the 
name of Stag’s-horn Sumach. 
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Stunbul, a name of a spongy root, smelling strongly of 
musk, known to druggists to come from Euasia, and supposed to 
be the root of an umbellifeious plant , but what plant was not 
known until 1869, when Mr Kaufraann, a Eussian explorer, 
discovered it growing on the mountains of Eussian Turkestan, 
and proved it to belong to the above-named family He suc- 
ceeded in introducing it into the Moscow Botanic Gardens, from 
whence it came to Kew It has been described as a new genus 
under the name of Euryangium Sumbul , it is now referred to 
the genus Ferttla^ and called Ferida Siimhul Its root comes to 
this country in pieces, vaiying in size from 2\ to 5 inches in 
diameter , it is valued as a medicine, being stimulant and highly 
antispasmodic 

Sumpunghee. {See Champaca ) 

Sun Flower {Helmnthus annum), an annual of the Composite 
family (Compositcc), bearing large teinnnal, flat, circular flower- 
heads, sometimes a foot in diameter, having yellow rays It 
IS said to be a native of Mexico and Peru, and to have been in- 
troduced into this countiy at the end of the sixteenth century 
It IS extensively cultivated in this and other countries for its 
seeds, v hich are highly valued for feeding sheep, pigs, poultry, 
pigeons, rabbits, etc , and are considered superior to linseed for 
feeding cattle An oil is obtained from the seeds, said to be 
equal to olive oiL They are also ground into a meal and made 
into cakes, or roasted and used as coffee It is an excellent 
plant for bees, large quantities of honey and wax being obtained 
from the flowers It is extensively grown in China , and in 
Eussia the seeds are sold in the streets and eaten as nuts 

Sunn Hemp. {See Hemp ) 

Supple Jacks {Paulhma cwassavica), a scandent hard- 
wooded climber of the Soapberry family (Sapindaceae), native of 
the West Indies and tropical America The stems are flexible, 
and converted into walking-sticks, and known in the West 
Indies, as well as m this country, under the above name 

Swamp Oak {Casuanna suherosa), a tree of the Casuanna 
family (Casuannacem), native of Australia ; it is of singular and 
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handsome growth, pyramidal in form, growing in moist situa- 
tions , its wood IS hard, and is used for structural purposes 

Sweet Basil (Ocymum hasilicum), an annual plant of the 
Mint family (Labiatse), said to be a native of India, but it 
appears to have been early known in the South of Europe, and 
in this country for about 300 years It has a strong aromatic 
scent, analogous to cloves, and is used for culinary purposes 

Sweet Flag {Acorns Calamus), a strong-growing sub-aquatic 
of the Aroid family (Aroidea?), having a thick creeping rhizome, 
fiom which rise sword-shaped leaves, 2 to 3 feet in length , the 
spathe containing the spadix is borne on a narrow, leafy, flat 
stalk It IS common in England and most temperate countries 
of the noithern hemisphere The whole plant has a strong, 
sweet, aromatic smell The pounded root is used by perfumers 
for scenting hair-powder, and m Lincolnshire, where it abounds, 
it 13 used as a cure for ague In Noiwich it is or w^as a custom 
on festivals to strew the floor of the cathedral with the leaves 
of the Sweet Flag, which on being trodden upon raised a pleasant 
odour 

Sweet Plum. {See Sour Plum ) 

Sweet Potato or Batata {Batatas eduhs), a perennial plant 
of the Bindweed family (Convolvulace?e) This is supposed to 
be oiigmally a native of India, but it has long been universally 
cultivated throughout all tropical and sub-tropical regions It 
ioims one of the principal articles of food of the natives of 
New Zealand and the islands of the Pacific It is a twining 
plant, with heart-shaped leaves, having flowers like the convol- 
vulus, and tuberous roots like potatoes By change of letters 
and pronunciation the name potato was derived from the 
Spanish Batata. There are many varieties, varying considerably 
in size and shape, from that of an ordinary potato to seveial 
pounds in weight, some in Java attaining a large size. The Sweet 
Batata was known in this country in the time of Gerard (1597), 
who had it growing in his garden at Holborn, London , he says, 
“In summer it flourished, but rotted in winter, this climate 
being too cold for its cultivation as a food plant ” It, however, 
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IS cultivated m the South of France and Spain , it makes an 
excellent preserve, which is highly prized by the Spaniards 
From the latter country tubeis are exported to this country. 

Sweet Sop (Anona squamosa), a tiee of the Custard Apple 
family (Anonaceffi), native of the West Indies and tropical 
America, and cultivated m many parts for its fiuit, which is 
netted, scaly, and hard, but softens after being gathered, it 
possesses a fine luscious flavour, but is rather disagreeable to eat 
on account of its numerous seeds 

Sycamine Tree, a scriptural name for the Mulberry 
tree 

Sycomore Fig Tree (Ficus Sycomoru^, a bushy tree of the 
Mulberry family (Moraceae), from 30 to 40 feet high, with lobed 
heart-shaped leaves, sometlnng like the common fig, but smaller 
It is a native of Syna and Egypt, and has been called Pharaoh’s 
Fig The fruit is small, but is produced in great abundance, and 
IS extensively used in Egypt for food Altliough its wood is 
light and soft, it is nevertheless very durable, mummy coffins 
hav iiig been found made of it That the Sycomore was common 
in Palestine appears evident from the circumstance that King 
Solomon made cedars to be as the sycomore trees that are in 
the vale, for abundance,” also that it grew in the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem in the time of Christ, as we read that Zacchseus 
‘‘ climbed up mto a sycomore tree ” 

Syringa. (See Lilac ) 

Tacamahaca. (See Poplar) 

Talipot Palm (Corypha umhracuhfera), a noble fan-leaved 
palm, native of Ceylon, with a stout cylindrical stem, attain- 
ing a height of 50 to 100 feet Its fruit is a hard nut, like 
ivory, and is converted into buttons, toys, etc Its large 
fan-shaped leaves are, like those of the Palmyra Palm, carried 
over the heads of people of rank as an umbrella , they are also 
used for making books, and for domestic purposes C Tahera 
IS similar in habit, but does not attain such a great height, and 
18 more common throughout India. 

Tallicoonah, a name for Crab Oil (which see). 
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Talloi^ Tree {Stilhngia sebiferd)^ a tree of the Spurgewoit 
family (Euphorbiacese), native of China, where it is, as well as 
in India and some warm parts of America, extensively cultivated. 
It IS a small tree, with rhomboid tapering leaves and a three- 
celled capsular fruit, each cell containing a single seed thickly 
coated with a white greasy substance that yields tallow, of 
which candles are made, it has been used in this country 
in the manufacture of soap, and as a substitute for linseed oil, 
also for dressing cloth and for buimng in lamps 

Tamanu. {See Bitter Oil ) 

Tamarind {Tamanndus %7idica\ a wing-leaved spreading- 
branched tree of the Bean family (Leguminosse) In India it 
IS said to attain a height of 80 feet, and a girth of 25 feet It 
is also found wild in Arabia and Egypt, and has become in- 
digenous in the West Indies It has flat pods, about 4 or 6 
inches in length, which contain a sweet pulp These pods are 
pressed in syrup or sugar, and form the preserved Tamarinds of 
the shops 

Tamannd, Velvet {Codanum acutifohum), a small tree of 
the Bean family (Leguminosce), having winged coriaceous leaves, 
native of Sierra Leone The seed-pods are about the size and 
form of a Albeit, and are covered with a beautiful black velvety 
down They contain an agreeable acid farmaceous substance, 
which IS used as food 

Tamarisk, Common {Tarrmrix galhca), a heath-leaved shrub 
of the Tamarisk family (Tamancacese), common on the southern 
coasts of this country, and the coasts of the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean It or an allied species {T manmfercx) is common 
in the Peninsula of Sinai Its stems are punctured by a small 
insect of the Cynips family, from which a juice exudes, which 
hardens, and is collected by the Bedouin Arabs and made mto 
cakes, and called Manna It is sweet, and consists of a mucila- 
ginous sugar, and forms a small article of commerce at the 
present day It is by some supposed to be the manna of the 
Israelites, but it does not in all pomts agree with the descriptions 
of that substance. (See Manna) 

2 D 
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Tamarisk Salt Tree {Tamanx (ynmtaliB)^ native of North- 
West India. It IS a most remarkable tree, and of rapid growth. 
Trees six or seven years old measure 5 feet in girth, and fall in 
twenty years from old age. It contains much salt, with which 
the tree becomes incrusted, and is used by the natives to season 
their food The wood when burned has a very offensive odour 
In the Punjab T, artvyidata attains a height of 60 feet On 
the banks of the Jordan and hilly country of Bashan T Pallasii 
forms graceful trees, which by some Bible commentators aie 
supposed to be the oak under which Saul and Jonathan were 
buried 

Tanekaha, the native New Zealander’s name for Phyllodadits 
trxchmrm'fioides, a tree of the Yew family (Taxacese) It attains 
a height of 40 to 50 feet, and a girth or circumference of 
2 feet. The bark is plain and of a light colour , it comes off m 
rings of about 6 inches The leaves in the young plants are very 
small and parsley-like, but m the mature plant they entirely 
disappear, the terminal branches becoming flat and leaf-like 
Its wood IS somewhat darker than that of the Kauri, it has a 
closer grain, smells strongly of turpentine, is less affected by wet 
than any other yew, and is an exceedingly valuable wood It 
is used for aU kinds of outside work. 

Tanghin. {See Ordeal Tree ) 

Tangle {See Fucus ) 

Tansy {Tanacetum vulgarc), a strong-growing perennial of 
the Composite family (Compositae), having finely-cut leaves, and 
heads of yellow button-like flowers, native of this country 
The whole plant has a strong aromatic scent and a bitter taste, 
which led it to be considered as possessing highly medicinal 
properties , it is prescnbed by herb doctors. 

Tapa Cloth. {See Paper Mulberry ) 

Tapioca. {See Cassava ) 

Tar IS the concrete resinous sap of Fir and Pine trees 
(which see). It is obtained by a rough system of distillation, 
which is effected as follows — The boles, roots, branches, and 
waste timber are cut up into billets ; a conical hole is dug m the 
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ground, generally in the side of a bank, in which the billets are 
placed, and formed into a heap above the surface, the whole 
being closely and compactly covered with turf or earth , a fire is 
then kindled from below, and the slow combustion causes the tar 
to exude from the wood, and flow from an opening into barrels 
placed below to receive it The greatest quantities used in 
this country are imported from ports in the Baltic and Arch- 
angel Tar by distillation yields the products, wood-vinegar 
(pyroligneous acid), oil of tar, and creosote, and leaves a resinous 
residue called Pitch , the principal quantity of pitch, however, 
IS obtained by boiling tar, by evaporation the volatile oil passes 
off, and the residue hardens into pitch 

The above method of obtaining tar and pitch was de- 
scribed by Theophrastus 2200 years ago, and at the present 
time IS much modified by the introduction of modern appli- 
cations 

Tare, or Vetch ( Vma sahva), an annual of the Bean family 
(Leguminosae), extensively cultivated in this country as early 
fodder for cattle It must be understood that it is not the 
tares among the wheat spoken of in the New Testament, for 
which see Darnel 

Taro. — Colocasm esmlenta, C antiquomm, and Cl majcrorhza, 
herbs of the Arum family (Aioidese) They have large, heart- 
shaped leaves, borne on long foot-stalks, which rise from a 
short, fleshy, farinaceous corm Numerous varieties are culti- 
vated throughout all tropical countries The corms furnish an 
important article of food to the inhabitants of tropical India, the 
islands of the Pacific, and also in the West Indies, where they 
are called eddoes, and scratch-coco Taro is the general name 
for them. 

Tarragon (Artemisia DracuncviiLs)^ a strong, erect, perennial 
of the Composite family (Compositae), native of Siberia, intro- 
duced more than 300 years ago, and cultivated in our gardens 
as a culinary herb for flavouring dishes. 

Tartarian Lamb. (See Barometz ) 

Tavola. (See Myrobalans ) 
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Tawhai, or New Zealand Beech, a name m New Zealand 
for Fagus fmca, a tree of the Oak family (Cupuliferm), 60 to 90 
feet high and 5 to 8 feet in diameter. The wood is very tough, 
hard, and durable, and is much used at Wellington 

Tea, the Chinese name for the dried leaves of two evergreen 
shrubs, named by Linnaeus Thea hohca and T viridis, of the 
Tea Tree family (Temstroemiacea^), both wild and extensively 
cultivated throughout the Chinese Einpiie and Japan. A third 
species, T o^samica^ native of Assam, has been added. Modern 
botanists, however, consider these to be only varieties of one 
species, especially the first two, now known by the name of 
T chinensis, or still more recently as that of Camellia Tliea 
The Assam foim is, however, perhaps distinct , it assumes the 
character of a tree, and has longei leaves A beverage made by 
an infusion of the leaves in water has been in use by the 
Chinese from time immemorial It was first introduced into 
Europe by the Dutch in 1610 Pepys in his Diary records 
haMng drunk a “cup of tea” on 25th September 1660 Six 
years later its price was 60s a pound, and was imported fiom 
Holland , it was first imported from China by the East India 
Company m 1669 In 1725 the price of black tea was IBs to 
20s per pound, and of green 12s to 30s Its consumption 
contmued yearly to increase, but it was not till the end of the 
last or the beginning of the present century that it came into 
general use as a beveiage in this country In 1800 the quantity 
imported into England amounted to 23,723,000 lbs, and in 
1880 to 208,404,333 lbs Tea was early subject to an import 
duty, the consequence of which was that during the first half of 
the present century the average retail price of common black 
tea was between 6s and 8s per pound. This high price led to 
the manufacture of spurious tea in this country, chiefly from 
the leaves of the sloe, willow, and other tea leaved-like plants, 
which being mixed with re-dried and spent tea leaves, to which 
was added a little genuine tea to give scent, its sale gave em- 
ployment to a considerable number of itinerant tea packmen. 
The duty having been reduced from 2s 2d. per pound to Is , 
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and ultimately in 1865 to 6d. per pound, put an end to the 
manufacture of home-made tea Before the political and trade 
arrangements with China, Canton was the only port open to 
trade with foreigners, and all teas were examined before ship- 
ment by a special officer appointed by the East India Company, 
called the Tea-taster , this had the effect of insuring genuine 
tea , but since the opening of other ports and the demand for 
tea continuing to increase, and the office of tea-taster being 
abolished, the opportunity of again adulterating tea has presented 
itself, and is carried on to a great extent at the present time 
About thirty years ago tea began to be cultivated in Assam, 
and being successful has led to the formation of companies for 
cultivating it in various parts of India suitable to its growth, as 
also in Ceylon, where it has been eminently successful , no less 
than 45,371,704 lbs were exported from India to this country 
in 1880 Tea having become a universal beverage m all civil- 
ised countries has led Japan to compete with China, and to 
furnish the United States with their principal supply Eussia 
and other nations of Northern Asia receive their tea from China 
made up into solid, hard lumps called Brick Tea, which is boiled 
and eaten like a vegetable It was long supposed that black 
and green teas were the produce of distinct plants, the former 
fiom Thea lohea, and the latter T mridis, but it is now known 
that both kinds are made indiscriminately from the same plant, 
the difference depending on the age of the leaf when gathered, 
and the mode of preparing Originally pure green tea was 
considered the finest, and fetched the highest price , the demand 
led black tea to be artificially coloured, even almost to shiny 
blue, as was at one time to be seen in grocers* windows, the 
substances used being indigo, turmeric, prussian blue, and 
gypsum, specimens of which are to be seen m the Museum at 
Kew, and weie obtained by^Dr Seeman on visiting a tea 
manufactory at Canton The active principle of tea is called 
Theine , different opinions are entertained of its effects on the 
human frame when used as a daily beverage, but it may be 
considered beneficial, as the same principle, thevne^ is found in 
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coffee, Paraguay tea, and Guarana, the two latter being in as 
much repute m South America as the true tea is in China, and 
coffee in Europe and America. Next to these is an infusion of 
CoUha edvlis called Khat, which is extensively used in Arabia 
as a stimulating drink, but it contains no theme An account 
of these will be found under the words Khat, Guarana, 
and Paiaguay Tea Besides the above special tea plants, 
many other plants have been used as substitutes for tea, but 
their use is very local, and in many cases prescribed by herb- 
doctors as a cure for different complaints, and as Chinese, 
Japanese, and Indian teas are now becoming abundant and 
cheap, all substitutes lose favour. The following are a few of 
the principal of the substitutes — 

1 American, North {Ceanotlius americamis), a shrub of the 
Buckthorn family (Rhamnacese) The plant is known as the 
New Jersey Tea Shrub, and also as Redwood 

2 GauWicria procumhens, a low, evergreen, bushy shrub of 
the Heath family (Ericaceae), a native of Canada, and called 
Mountain Tea 

3 Ledum paltbstre, an erect, bushy shrub with small leaves, 
of the Heath family, native of Canada and Labrador, called 
Labrador Tea 

4. Mouarda didyma, a perennial, with pretty scarlet flowers, 
of the Mint family (Labiatae), native of the Northern United 
States and Canada, called Oswego Tea 

5. Prims glaher, an evergreen, smooth-leaved bushy shrub 
of the Holly family (Aquifoliaceae), native of Canada, and 
called Wmterberry Tea. 

6 Ilex vomitormy a shrub,’ or small evergreen tree of the 
same family, native of the Southern United States, called 
South Sea Tea. (See Black Drmk ) 

7. Chenopodium ambrosioides, a perennial of the Chenopo- 
diaceae, native of North America, but long naturalised in 
Southern Europe, called Mexican Tea; m Chili it is called 
Culen. 

8. Australian (Smilax fflycyphylla), an eveifgreen shrubby 
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climber of the Sarsaparilla family (Smilacese), native of New 
South Wales, known as Botany Bay or Sweet Tea 

9 Leptospermum scoparium, a small hard-wooded tree of 
the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), native of New Zealand, where 
it IS called the New Zealand Tea Tree In Australia several 
species of the Myrtle family, especially of the genera Lepto- 
spermum and Melaleuca, are known as tea shrubs 

10 Bourbon (Angrcecum fragrans), a small, narrow-leaved, 
epiphytal orchid, native of Bourbon, highly fragrant, which 
fragrance is due to the piinciple called Coumarm 

11 Brazilian {Stachytarpha jamaicensis), a tall, single - 
stemmed biennial, with spikes of blue flowers, of the Verbena 
family (Verbenacese), native of the West Indies and many 
parts of tropical Ameiica In Brazil it is held in high repute 
for its medicinal virtues, and is said to be imported into Austria 
as Brazilian Tea 

12 Cape — The leaves of Cyclopia genistoides, and other 
allied species, are said to be used at the Cape of Good Hope as 
tea One kind is known by the name of Bush Tea 

13 Malayan {Leptospermum \Glaphyria'\ nitida), a shrub of 
the Myrtle family (Myrtaceje), native of the Malayan Islands, 
where it is called the Tree of Long Life, and in Sumatra it is 
used as a tea, called Bencoolen Tea 

14 West Indian {Cap'taria lijlord), a shrub of the Figwort 
family (Scrophulanaceoe), said to be a native of North America, 
but has become naturalised in the West Indies, and is called 
West Indian Tea , it is also known as Goat- weed. 

In political history tea has claim to fame In 1767 a tax 
having been imposed on tea imported into the British Colonies 
of North America, led to war and the ultimate separation from 
the mother country of the Colonies, now the United States 

Tea Tree, {See Box Thorn ) 

Teak Tree, Afiican {Oldfieldm afmmna), a large tree of 
the Spurge family (Euphorbiacese), native of Sierra Leone, with 
digitate leaves and a dry, three-valved, capsular fruit The 
wood was introduced in 1819 for shipbuilding purposes, but 
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was found too heavy for general use , it is adapted, however, 
for steam- vessels, as it stands a great degree of heat 

Teak Tree, Indian {Tectoim grandis), native of India, ex- 
tendmg eastward to Burmah and islands of the Indian Ocean 
It IS a magnificent timber-tiee of the Verbena family (Ver- 
benaceae) , the wood is hard and veiy durable , a specimen is 
exhibited in the Kew Museum said to be 2000 years old. It is 
largely imported into this countiy, and used for shipbuilding 
and railway carriages Its young branches are quadrangular, 
with opposite ovate or elhptical leaves, about 6 or 8 inches in 
length, and very rough on the upper surface, which rendeis 
them useful for polishing , they also yield a red dye, winch is 
to be seen by the upper surface of the young leaves becoming 
of a red colour on being bruised An oil called Teak-wood Oil 
IS extracted and used for varnishing and polishing wood, etc 
The Indian teak-forests are now under Government protection 
An allied Indian tree of the same family is Gmelina arbor ca , 
it also has hard wood, which is used in India foi similai purposes 
to teak, but it is a much smaller tiee 

Teak Tree, New Zealand {Vitcx littoiahs\ a large tree of 
the Verbena family (Verbenacese), native of New Zealand, 
attaining a height of 50 or CO feet, and of large diameter , it 
has digitate leaves, and very hard and heavy w^ood that is used 
for purposes under water It is known by the native name 
Punn 

Teazle {Dipsacus Fullonum), a biennial plant of the Teazle 
family (Dipsaceae), its flower-stems attain a height of 4 to 
6 feet, having large, opposite, lanceolate, stiff leaves, with their 
broad bases united, forming a reservoir which holds w'ater The 
flowers are small, growing in compact, cylindncal heads, about 
4 inches in length and 1 inch in diameter The flowers (florets) 
are separated by scales, which when the head is ripe become 
very hard, each furnished with a hom-like point, turned down- 
wards at a right angle to the apex of the scale The circum- 
stance of the outward direction of the horn or bristle, as it may 
be called, makes the teazle-head of gi^eat importance to the fuller. 
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as no mechanical contrivance has been discovered to supersede 
it in bringing up the nap in the dressing of broadcloth , for 
which purpose it is cultivated in Yorkshire and many parts 
of Europe, besides which large quantities are imported from 
France, Germany, and other parts of the Continent 

Teele. {See Bulrush ) 

Telegraph Plant {Desmodium gymns), a slender erect shrub 
of the Bean family (Leguminosse), native of India, it attains a 
height of 2 to 3 feet, having trifoliate leaves, the centre one 
being of an elliptical form, about 2 inches in length, the two 
side ones being small, about half an inch in length, which are 
in almost constant motion, rising and falling alternately, but 
not in regular time, sometimes resting They are generally very 
active early in the morning, and in large plants many may be 
seen in motion at the same time , their rise and fall are com- 
pared to the railway telegraph signals It is also known as the 
Moving Plant, and is cultivated in hothouses as a curiosity 

Teosmte, a French name for Euchlccna licocurians, a strong- 
growing perennial fodder grass It is a native of Gua- 
temala, and was first introduced into Fiance in 1872, and 
extended to the Colonies The plants grow to the height of 10 
feet, a single plant sending up 100 or more stems It is highly 
valued for the excellent quality and enormous yield of its foli- 
age , its leaves are 3 to 4 feet long and 2 or 3 inches wide It 
somewhat resembles maize, but is much stronger , the head of 
corn is contained in a sheath It is too tender for the open air 
in this country At Kew, where it flowered in the Water Lily 
house, it attained the height of 15 feet 

Terebinth, a Hebrew name of a tree in our Bible trans- 
lated Turpentine Tree, and by Linnaeus called Pistacm Tere- 
hintJius, It belongs to the family Anacardiaceae It has 
winged leaves similar to those of the ash, but smaller and of 
a reddish tinge ; the flowers are small and inconspicuous. It 
IS common in the Greek islands and in Palestine, generally 
growing solitary, forming small trees It also extends into 
Egypt and westward through North Africa , it is abundant in 
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Algeria, the latter supposed by some to be a distinct species 
known as T atlantyn By making incisions in the stem and 
branches a liquid flows, which is the Chian turpentine of com- 
merce It has a pleasant aromatic smell , and comes chiefly from 
the Island of Ohio, and only in small quantities This substance 
has been brought very prominently into notice during the past 
two years as a remedy for the cure of cancer 
Terra Japonica. {See Gambir ) 

Thatch Palms, a name given in Jamaica to several species 
of low-gi owing fan palms, such as Thriiuix paimjloray T argen- 
teUy and m North America to S^hcd Palmetto and S Adaiisoniiy 
and Elite) pe moniama in Brazil A wing-leaved species is called 
Moiintam Thatch As the name implies, they are employed by 
the negroes for thatching their huts, and for making hats and 
baskets The unexpanded leaves of the Palmetto or Silver 
Thatch {T argentea) were largely unported some years ago for 
making Chip Palm Hats 

Thistle, the common name for different species of Cardicm 
and consisting of biennial and peiennial pi ickly plants 

of the Composite family (Compositae) About fourteen or fifteen 
are natives of this country, C arzensis and C lanccolatus being 
pests in comfielda C mai lanas is known as the Blessed Milk 
or Mary’s Thistle, tradition ascribing the white lines or marks on 
its leaves to a drop of the Virgin Mary’s milk falling on it, and 
becoming permanent in its progeny It is common in Pales- 
tine, and has become indigenous in most of the temperate regions 
both in the northern and southern hemisphere, being a pest to 
the cultivator , but in some parts it is used as fodder in dry 
seasons A great portion of* the once grassy pampas of South 
America has become overrun with thistles A flowering head 
of thistle IS the badge of Scotland, but early history assigns no 
cause, nor does there seem to be any authority for adopting any 
particular species, all legends, and what has been written about 
It m modem times, being merely fables Thistles are wholesome, 
and when bmised to destroy the prickles are given to cattle. 
Thitoee, or Theetsee. {See Varnish.) 
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Thorn, a general term for spiny plants, chiefly applied to 
the different species of Cratcegm, as the Hedge Thom {C 
Oxyamntha), and the Cockspur Thom {C Crus galli) 

Thom Apple. {See Datura) 

Thrift, a common name for Statue Armeria or Armeria 
vulgaris, and minor tufty grass-leaved herbs of the Leadwort 
family (Plumbagmaceae), common on banks and rocky places on 
sea-coasts of this country They are known in gardens as Greater 
and Lesser Thrift, also by the names of Sea Gilliflowers and 
Sea Thrift They are suitable for forming edges for walks and 
borders, for which they are in some gardens used instead of box 
Thus, or Frankincense, a resin from Ahes excelsa 
Th3rme [Thymus vulgaris), a small-leaved, compact, evergreen 
shrub, not exceeding 1 to 2 feet m height, of the Mint family 
(Labiatae), native of Southern Europe, introduced into this countiy 
more than 300 years ago, and a favouiite for its aromatic scent 
also used as a flavouring agent for culinary purposes In France 
an oil IS extracted fiom it, known as Oil of Thyme, but for which 
marjoram oil is often substituted 

Thjmie, Oat {Teucrmra Marum and T Folium), small, neat 
shrubs, also of the family Labiatae, not exceeding a foot in 
height, with small leaves, natives of the islands and coasts of 
the Mediterranean The first is used medicinally, and excites 
sneezing Cats are fond of rolling on it 
ThjnmioL {See Ajowan ) 

Ti, a name in New Zealand for Draccena terminalis, a tree of 
the Lily family (Liliaceae), common in the Sandwich Islands 
and in the islands of the Pacific generally It has thick fleshy 
roots which contain saccharine matter, from which the natives 
extract sugar. They also bake and eat the roots, and a spirituous 
liquor IS obtained from them by distillation 

TibiBin, the Indian name for the Miriti Palm (which see). 
Tick Seed, a name in the United States for Desmodium 
ojmminaJtum and D, nudifioruniy perennial trifoliatedeaved herbs 
of the Bean family (Leguminosse), common in the Southern 
United States. Used as fodder plants, and to increase the secre- 
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tion of milk in cattle. It takes the name Tick Plant from the 
flat-jomted hispid seed-pods becoming attached to animals and 
to clothing Tick Seed is also the name of Corispermum hyssopi- 
folium, an annual of the Chenopod family 

Tiger Grass (Chamcerops Ritchuand), a dwarf fan palm, 
native of the region between India and Afghanistan, wlieie it is 
called Maryain It is put to all manner of uses by the natives , 
fans and mats are made of the leaves, and a strong fibre is 
obtained from the leaves and stalk by maceration in water 
Hopes are made of the inferior fibre, and for sandals the finer 
kind of fibre is used , the downy hair of the spathe is used as 
tinder The young unexpanded leaves are sweet and astringent, 
and are considered beneficial in diarrhcea 

Tiger Wood, a name m British Guiana for the wood of 
Machcerium Schomhurglii, a large tree of the Bean family, pro- 
ducing the beautifully mottled wood called Itaka, Itiki, or Tiger 
Wood, used for furniture m that country 
TiL (See Laurel, also Sesamum ) 

Timbee, a Brazilian name for a poisonous honey made by a 
wasp from the flowers of Serjama letalu, a strong-growing, wing- 
leaved climber of the Soapberry family (Sapindacese) Experi- 
ments have been made with it, and its eifect is to produce a sort 
of drunkenness and delirium, sometimes occasioning death It 
IS also a fish poison, to which may be added an allied plant, 
Paulhnia pinnata 

Timothy Grass (Fhleum pratense), a perennial meadow and 
hay grass, cultivated in this country 

Tinder, German, a preparation made from Polyporus f omen- 
tarius, a large-growing leathery fungus, a foot or more in diameter, 
growing on trees in this country, but more abundantly in 
Germany, where it is collected in large quantities, and forms a 
considerable article of trade It is cut in slices and beaten out, 
formmg large sheets like thick felt, which is used for warm 
underclothing, and when mixed with saltpetre forms the sub- 
stance called Amadou, or German tinder. 

Toadstools, a vulgar name for fleshy fungi represented by 
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the genus Agancus and its allies, of which the common Mush- 
room may be considered the type (which see). 

Tobacco {Nicohana Tabacum), an annual herb of the Night- 
shade family (Solanaceae) The original country of this and several 
other species producing Tobacco is America, where its use was 
first discovered by Columbus in 1492, by whom on his return it 
was introduced into Spain, and by Sir Walter Ealeigh into 
England in 1589 Although great objections to its use were 
raised by kings and popes, it nevertheless spread over Europe 
and all countries of the East Tobacco now constitutes a most 
important aiticle of commerce, being imported into England 
from various countries under different names and qualities The 
gieat bulk comes from the United States, where it forms one of 
the chief articles of cultivation (till recently by slaves) The 
word Tobacco is said to be derived from the original name of 
the pipe used by the Carib Indians for smoking it It is a hand- 
some growing plant, attaining a height of from 4 to 6 feet, 
having broad oblong or sharp leaves, and pretty pink, tubular, 
or bell-shaped flowers It grows freely in this country, but on 
account of excise restrictions is not cultivated to any extent 
The different methods of manufactuiing and using Tobacco are 
too well known to be noticed here. Various kinds of snuff are 
made from the leaves first being dried and then ground into 
powder No plant is of more extensive use, and it is calculated 
that one man out of every four uses it In 1878, 960 tons of 
cigars were imported into this country, nearly half of which are 
imported from Cuba and other West Indian Islands , the other 
half from the United States and other countries The high duty 
on foreign tobacco has led to various plants being substituted for 
it, as the leaves of cabbage, rhubarb, dock, and suchlike plants, 
which are soaked with tobacco liquor, and so have imparted to 
them the flavour of true tobacco , they are then dried and made 
into cigars 

Tobacco, Mountain, a name given to Arnica montana, a low- 
growing perennial herb of the Composite family (Compositje), 
native of the Alps and other parts of Central Europe Its roots 
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and leaves are powerfully acrid It is nevertheless employed as 
a stimulant m low fevers, and other conditions of debility , also 
in paralytic affections Externally it is much used as a tincture 
applied to bruises, wounds, and sprains Its peculiar properties are 
due to a resinous substance called AmwinCy and to a volatile oil 
Toctissa. (/Sij6 Natchnee ) 

Toddy. (/See Palm Wine ) 

Toi Orass, the native New Zealander's name for Arundo 
conspuna^ a tufted caespitose grass, producing a culm from 3 to 4 
feet high, bearing a feathery plume similar to that of the pampas 
grass, but it is not so haidy, as in this country it requires the 
protection of a greenhouse 

Toko-Pat [Livistoria JenLinsiana), a fan -leaved palm of 
moderate height, native of Nepal The leaves are used for 
making the peculiar umbrella hats worn by the natives, also for 
thatchmg, etc 

Tomato, or Love Apple {Lycopersicum esculentuw), an annual 
of the Nightshade family (Solanaceae), a weak, trailmg plant, 
with a soft stem, winged leaves, and yellow flowers It is a 
native of South America, and is cultivated in most warm coun- 
tries for the sake of its fruit It succeeds best in this country 
when trained agamst walls There aie several varieties, bearing 
large red or sometimes yellow fruit, which are used for culinary 
purposes, the well-known sauce call Tomato Sauce being made 
from them. Tomatoes are extensively grown m Arlington and 
Belmont, United States, and preserved in tins for trade 

Tonga — Under this name there have been of late received in 
this country from the Fiji Islands small packets of leaves, bark, 
and woody fibres, so broken up as to be most difficult of botamcal 
determination. Some of the fragments, however, show traces of 
the roots or stems of an Aroideous plant, and they have since 
been determmed as belonging to the genus Epipremnum, and 
possibly to E vttunsiSj the remaining bark and leaf fragments 
being yielded, it is said, by Premna taitemis, a verbenaceous plant 
which probably has no active principles whatever The drug 
seems to have an extraordinaiy effect in cases of neuralgia. 
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Tonquin Bean {pipteryx odorata\ a hard -wooded tree of 
the Bean family (Leguminosae), attaining a height of 60 to 80 
feet, native of Guiana and Cayenne, having simple winged 
leaves, and fruit-pods of an oval form, like an almond, each con- 
taining one seed about an inch in length, which is fragrant, and 
IS used for scenting snuff and in perfumery — the fragrance being 
due to the presence of the principle known as Coumarin 

Tontel {Tontelea pyriformis, or by some called Salacia 
pyr%formis)y a shrub of the family Hippocrateae, native of Sierra 
Leone Its fruit is about the size and shape of a bergamot pear , 
its flavour is very rich and sweet In Brazil Salacia dulcis pro- 
duces a fruit the size of a crab apple , it is yellowish in colour, 
sweet and juicy, and according to Dr Spruce is much eaten by 
the Indians on the Kio Negro, where it is called Waiateima 

Toona^ {See Cedar, Indian ) 

Toothache Tree — As might be expected, vanous plants have 
obtained a reputation for the cure of toothache The common 
Toothache Tree is Zanthoxylum frcmneum, a native of North 
America, a small tree of the family Zanthoxylacese, introduced 
into this country, and like most North American trees, is 
hardy 

Torch Thistles, a name early given to the erect columnar 
species of the genus Cactus, and forming part of the section 
Cereus of the family Cactacese Their stems are plain, cylindrical, 
or ribbed and fluted, or of 4 to 5 or 6 sided, of which C tetra- 
gonus, C pentagonus, and C Tiexagonus are examples Tliey attain 
a height of 20 to 30 feet, and with age lose their succulent 
character, becoming hard and woody, and are used for house- 
building and other purposes These and other allied species are 
found in more or less abundance from Chili in the south to 
Mexico in the north. The fruit of many of them is like the 
Indian fig, sweet and luscious In C Pitaya, native of Western 
Mexico, the fruit is red, and when eaten in quantity they colour 
the secretions of the body. C senilis and G giganteus are worthy 
of special notice , the first is a native of Mexico, in the district 
of Eeal-del-Monte, where it grows m a hot vaUey called Terra 
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Calientes It lias a cylindrical stem, consisting of many ridges, 
and grows to a height of 20 to 30 feet, with a diameter of 9 
to 10 inches In 1846 about 100 plants were received at Kew, 
varying in size fiom 1 to 3 feet , while three specimens were from 
8 to 12 feet high In the greater number of them the roots were 
on one side at a right angle with the stem, clearly showing that 
they were grown in crevices of rocks The w’hole is of a grey 
colour, the top part being furnished with long white hairs and 
spines, which hoary aspect has led to its being called the Old 
Man Cactus. The stem of this plant contains a large quantity 
of oxalate of lime in small sand-like grains, which renders the 
plant very heaAT’ and brittle C gigaMetis is a still more remark- 
able plant It IS a native of the hot, and, and almost desert regions 
of Xew Mexico, extending from 30® north to William's River 35® 
noith, growing in rocky valleys and on mountain sides, often 
springing out from crevices in the hard rocks, and imparting a 
siiigulai aspect to the scenery of the country The stems are 
cylindrical, and according to age 50 to 60 feet in height, with a 
diameter of about 2 feet at middle height , they are generally 
simple, but some are branched , the branches turning upwards, m 
the distance give to the plant the appearance of a chandelier, oi, 
as some say, a toasting-fork The fiuit is oblong, 2 to 3 inches 
in length, green, full of black seeds embedded in a crimson 
pulp, which the Indians use as an article of food They gather 
the fruit by means of a forked stick tied to a long pole The 
Indians call it Saguara 

Tortoise Plant, also called Elephant’s Foot {Testudinana 
elepIiarUtpes), a remarkable .plant of the Yam family (Diosco- 
leacete), native of South Africa. It consists of a large woody, 
above-ground, corm-like stem, generally of a conical form, 
having a diameter of from 3 to 4 feet, and as much m height, of 
a fleshy fibrous substance, covered with a hard tesselated coat 
composed of numeious angular protuberances, and pioducing 
from its apex slender twining herbaceous stems The leaves 
are small and cordate , the flowers small and yellow It was 
originally used by the Hottentots as food, and was called Hot- 
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tentot Bread. The popular name Elephant’s Foot is given to it 
from the resemblance which small plants bear to the rough 
foot of that animal. Large plants of it are frequently imported 
mto this country 

Totara, a name in New Zealand iot Podocarpus Totara^ a tree 
of the Yew tree family (Taxaceae) It attains a height of 
from 60 to 120 feet. The wood is somewhat like cedar, fine- 
gramed and very durable, and is used for carpenter’s wOrk of all 
kinds , the largest canoes of the natives are made of it. 

Touch-me-not [Impatiens Noh-me-tangere), an annual of the 
Balsam family (Balsaminaceae), native of this country, attaining 
a height of 2 to 3 feet Its seed-vessel, which is 2 mches m 
length, bursts open with foice, expellmg the seed with a slight 
noise 

Tous-les-mois. {See Arrowroot ) 

Tow, a name in Tahiti foi Cordm sulcordata, a tree of the 
Sebesten family (Cordiacese), attaining a height of 50 to 60 
feet. It is similar m appearance to C Sehestena of the East And 
West Indies , but its orange-coloured flowers are neither so 
brilliant nor so numerous The wood is of a dark-red colour, 
and is used for frames of huts , its leaves yield a red dye, used 
by the natives for colouring their tapa cloth , its bark is tough, 
and used for making nets 

Towai, a name in New Zealand for Fagus Mmzxem, a 
tree of the Oak family (Cupuliferae), 80 to 100 feet high, and 2 
to 3 feet m diameter The wood is durable, and adapted for 
masts, oars, etc , and for cabinet-work. 

TragacautL {See Gum ) 

Traveller's Joy. {See Virgin’s Bower) 

Traveller’s Tree {Urania ^eewsa), a palm-like tree of the 
Musa family. This noble plant, a native of Madagascar, is also 
known as Bavenala Tiiadagascanensis. It has a cylindrical stem, 
about 1 foot in diameter and 30 or more feet in height. It has 
lai^e leaves like the Musa Fnsete, but set in two rows (dis- 
tichous), and they have their foot -stalks dilated at the base 
firmly imbricate over one another. The flower-spike is short 

2 £ 
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and produced ftom the centre as in Musa. The fruit consists 
of a diy three-valved capsule, and the seeds are the size of 
large peas, and are surrounded by a woolly coat of a beautiful 
blue colour (anllus) The steins harden, and are used in Mada- 
gascar for house-building, making durable floors for warehouses, 
etc , for this purpose they are split in halves, and the convex 
side IS placed uppermost ; this soon flattens down and becomes 
extremely hard. 

The broad leaves of this plant are well adapted for collecting 
ram- water, which trickles down the leaf-stalk, and collects in 
considerable quantities within its sheathing base If the bases 
of the leaf-stalks are pierced with a knife the water gushes out 
like a jet, and on this account it has received the appellation of 
Traveller's Tree 

Trebuond Date. (See Oleaster.) 

Tree Hair. — Usnea harhata and Comictdana jubata, fila- 
mentous lichens growing in tufts on trees, and hanging down 
from the branches, like bunches of thread or grey hair. They 
are common in this country, especially in damp woods, often 
quite covering the trees, while in Lapland they are so abundant 
as to give the fir forests quite a thick gloomy appearance. 

Trefoil, a name for Clover (which see) 

Tnpe-de-Roche, or Bock Tnpe, a name given by Arctic 
navigators to Umbihcarm and Gyrophora, genera of the Lichen 
family, growmg on rocks , they are of a circular form, and 
attached by the centre In consequence of their mucilaginous 
character, of the nature of Iceland moss, they have been of great 
utility as food to Polar navigators. 

Truffle {Tvber cthanum), a* fleshy fungus of the Mushroom 
alliance. It is common throughout temperate Europe, and in 
this country it is chiefly found in Kent, Wiltshire, and Hamp- 
shire. It IS of a spherical shape, seldom exceedmg the size of a 
walnut, and when old is of a black colour veined with white , 
it grows just below the surface of the ground in calcareous soils, 
generally under trees ; it emits a fleshy smell, which leads to its 
place of growth being found by dogs scenting it ; it is now moie 
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generally discovered by observing a species of fly hovering over 
the spot, to which they are attracted by the flesh-like scent of 
the fungus. Truffles are used m cookery, forming a much- 
esteemed expensive dish In France they are cultivated. 

Trumpet Flower, a general name for the species of Bignoma, 
the type of the Trumpet Flower family (Bignoniacese), which 
consists of numerous species widely distributed in both tropical 
and temperate legions Those possessing special properties are 
noticed under their respective local names 

Trumpet Lily, Richardia cethwpica, better known as 
Calla cetliiopua, a perennial of the Arum family (Aroideae), 
native of Eastern Africa, and found growing m wet places from 
Egypt to the Cape of Good Hope It is recorded as having 
been introduced into this country 130 years ago It glows freely 
in the greenhouse, and its pretty white flowers (spathes) have 
made it a favourite ornamental plant for rooms, etc 

Trumpet, Sea {Eckloma htuxinalis), a strong -growing sea- 
weed of the Laminaria section of Algae It is a native of many 
paits of the South Seas, and common at the Cape of Good 
Hope The stem varies in length according to the depth of 
water, 10 to 20 or more feet, narrow below, gradually widening 
upwards, terminated by a crown ot broad, floating, fan-shaped 
leaves, 10 to 12 feet long , its stem is hollow, and forms an 
excellent syphon , it is also cut into lengths, and formed 
into a kind of trumpet Deprived of its alkaline properties by 
a chemical process, it becomes tough and plastic like moiocco 
leather, and has then been used for binding books By other 
processes it becomes hardened, so that it can be applied for 
walking-sticks, whips, and knife handles, also as a substitute 
for stag-horn. 

Laminana digitcUa is used for the same purposes 

Trumpet Tree, a name in the West Indies and tropical 
America for Cecropm peltata, a tree of the Bread-fruit family 
(Artocarpaceee), a rapid -growing tree, attaining a height of 
40 feet, terminated by branches which stand out at nearly 
right angles with the stem. Its leaves are large, about a foot 
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in diameter, attached near the centre to a long foot-stalk, the 
margin being deeply lobed, the under side white , after falling 
their regular position on the stem is marked by permanent 
scars. The wood is soft, and the young branches are hollow, so 
that musical instruments are made from them. This tree is a 
great resort of ants. 

Tuberose {Polianthes tuherosa\ one of the Lily family 
(Idliaceae). This is said to be a native of the East Indies, 
but has been long introduced into the South of Europe, and is at 
present extensively cultivated in Italy for its bulbs, which form 
an article of trade, and are exported to this and other countries 
It derives its generic name from polis, a city, and anihos, a 
flower, literally flower of the city. It must not be con- 
founded with Polyanthus of the Primrose family, or with 
Narcfisms 'polyanthus 

Tucuma, the Indian name of Astrocaryum Tucuma, a 
wmg-leaved palm, attainmg a considerable height, native of 
the upper regions of the Amazon The fruit consists of a 
hard nut coveied with a thin coating of pulp, eaten by the 
natives. 

Tulip {Tuhpa Gemenana), a bulbous plant of the Lily 
family (Lihaceai). The Tulip is said to be a native of the 
Levant, the specific name being given in honour of a botanist 
named Gesner, who was the first to describe and figure it, in 
1559 It appears to have been cultivated in this country about 
1577. The original, or wild plants, have yellow flowers, but 
cultivation has produced hundreds of beautiful varieties, vary- 
ing greatly both in colour and size. Formerly some of these 
vanoties were so famous that high prices were paid for the 
bulbs, which in Holland became a speculative mama. In 1639, 
120 tulips sold for 90,000 florins, and 1 sold for 4203 guilders, 
bulbs representing scrip to a large amount, and even scnp 
circulated on ideal bulbs This ruinous traflBc was ultimately 
stopped by the State For many years tulips have been favourite 
objects of cultivation and competition amongst flonsts m this 
country. 
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Tuhp Tree {Linodendrm tvlipifera), a tree of the Magnolia 
family (Magnoliacese), native of North Amenca A noble tree, 
attaining, even in this country, a height of 70 to 80 feet , this, 
however, is exceeded by one at Longleat, in Wiltshire, which 
IS stated to be 100 feet high, and 10 feet in circumference at 
5 feet from the ground. Its leaves are three-lobed, it has 
numerous erect flowers of a pale-yellow colour, similar in form 
to a tulip The wood is hard and durable, takes a good polish, 
and IS used for many purposes 

Tulip-wood of Brazil {Physocdlymma fiordnindd), a small 
deciduous tree of the Henna family (Lythracese), native of 
Brazil , it has opposite, oval, rough leaves, and large terminal 
opposite-branched panicles of purplish flowers Its wood is 
beautifully stuped and rose-coloured, and is highly esteemed by 
cabinetmakers for inlaying costly furniture 

Tulip-wood, Queensland {Harpulliapenduld), a lofty tree of 
the Soapberry family (Sapindacese), native of Queensland, its stem 
\arying from 18 to 20 inches in diameter. Its wood is light 
coloured, interspersed with darker mahogany-coloured patches 
capable of taking a high polish. 

Tumboa, the native name of Welwitschia (which see) 
Tupelo Tree (Nysm mllosa), a tree of the Cornel family 
(Cornaceie), native of North Amenca , it has simple, entire, 
small leaves, and attains a height of 40 to 70 feet In 
autumn it is very conspicuous by its leaves turning red It 
has a hard wood, and is difficult to split on account of its fibre 
being twisted It is used for naves of camage-wheela W 
capitata, N hflora, and N derUmdata, natives of North Amenca, 
are also known as Tupelo trees, 

Turk’s-cap Cactus. {See Melon Thistle ) 

Turmeric {Curcuma longa), a perennial herb of the Ginger 
family (Zingiberaceae), with elliptical leaves nsing from a 
fascicle of tuber-like roots, which differ in form, some beipg 
round, others long and narrow It is in general cultivation 
throughout the whole of the Eastern tropics, the Polynesian, 
and most of the Pacific Islands. The tubers yield the yellovj 



422 


DICTIONARY OP POPULAR NAMES 


TURNIP 


dye Turmeric, which is used in cookery for colounng curries, 
confections, etc. It is greatly used by the natives of the 
Pacific Islands for painting their bodies, which they often do, in 
various colours, imitating the dress of Europeans Other species 
of Oiircuma yield a kind of Turmeric similai to the above. 

Turnip {Brassxca Itapa, considered by some botanists a 
sub-species of £. campestT%s\ a biennial of the Cabbage family 
(Crucifersej, native of this countiy and other parts of Europe , 
there are several varieties, such as the White and Yellow Garden, 
and the White Field Turnip. The Swede Turnip, cultivated for 
feeding cattle, is referred to B campestris propei The Turnip, 
during its growth in summer, is subject to be attacked by the 
mildew fungus, Peronospora parasitica, or sometimes Oidium 
balsamii^ allied to the vine, peach, and potato mildews Whole 
fields of Turnips become white m a night, with one or other of 
these, especially the first, which, with the Turnip Fly, cause 
great havoc to the crops 

Turnsole (Croton [Chrozophora] hnctona), an annual of the 
Spurge family (Euphorbiacese), 6 to 12 inches in height, native 
of the South of Europe In France and other parts it is culti- 
vated for the sake of a dye called Turnsole, which is obtained 
by bruising the whole plant 

Turpentine Trees and Turpentine, a resinous generally 
fragrant liquid exudation that issues either naturally or by in- 
cisons made in stems or branches of certain trees, the greater 
number belonging to the Coniferse family 

Turpentine, Amencan.— The greatest quantity and best 
quality is the produce of australis, generally called 

P palustris, a tree widely diffused over the Southern United 
States, occupying extensive tracts, and making its appear- 
ance in all waste places, and quickly occupying worn-out 
cotton-fields. In Eussia and Finland turpentine is yielded by 
P. sylvesins, the Scotch Fir; in Corsica and Austria by P. 
Laricu) , and in South-Western France by P Pinaster. The 
resinous sap is obtained in the usual way ; by a process of 
refining, it becomes Common Turpentine, It, however, is much 
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infenor to the Amencan ; the residual or thickened part is 
distilled, and the oil separates and forms the well-known Oil of 
Turpentine , the matter that remains at the bottom of the still 
18 the common yellow rosin 

Turpentine, Austrahan. — An aromatic oil so called is ob- 
tained from Tnstanm conferta and Synearpm Umnfolxa {T 
alhens), spreading -branched laurel-leaved trees of the Myrtle 
family (Myrtacese), natives of New South Wales and Queensland 
Turpentine, Canada — The resinous substance well known 
as Canada Balsam is the produce of Abies ialsamifera, a 
tall tree, native of North America, extending from Canada to 
California. The balsamic fluid collects in bladder-like blisters 
formed in the bark, and is collected in the same manner as the 
preceding It is used chiefly for mounting microscopic objects, 
also for varnishing 

Turpentine, Chian or Scio. {See Terebinth ) 

Turpentine, Strasburg, obtained from Abies {Pieea) pec- 
tinata, the Silver Fir A tall tree common in the Alps and 
Central and Eastern Europe The turpentine of this tree is 
found m bladder-like blisters m the bark, they are most 
abundant on the higher parts of the tree, and are reached by 
expert climbers, who carry with them vessels for holdmg the 
liquid, which freely flows when the bladders are punctured , it 
IS purified by straining It is called Strasburg Turpentme from 
a large forest of silver firs growmg near the city {See also Fir 
Trees ) 

Turpentine, Venetian or Venice, is the resinous sap that 
flows from Larix europcea, the Common Larch (which see) 
Turpentine Plant. (/Sfee Compass Plant) 

Tussock Grass {Daetylis ccespitosa), a strong-tufted perennial 
grass, native of the Falkland Islands, where it Imes the shores 
for one or two miles inland , it is a sweet grass, and cattle are 
very fond of it, and devour the tufts even to the root, and on 
that account care has to be taken to prevent its entire extme- 
tion. In 1842 a living plant was brought to Kew by Dr. 
J. D. Hooker, and afterwards seeds were obtained, which were 
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freely distributed, and hopes were entertained that it would be- 
come freely established in this country , but it was found that 
the chmate was too hot and dry for it It has, however, suc- 
ceeded in the West of Scotland, especially on the coast of the 
Island of Levas, where it has become established. 

TutXL (See Coriana ) 

Ugni, a name given in Chili to a species of Eugenia, called 
E XJgm It is a small, neat-leaved, bushy shrub, belonging to 
the Myrtle family (Myrtaceae), it is nearly hardy, and if kept in 
a greenhouse it bears abundance of black berry-like fruits about 
the size of chemes, said to be highly esteemed in Chili , but our 
experience of it here is such as not to render it worthy of culti- 
vation other than as a curiosity 

Umbra Tree (Phytolacca dioica), a tree of the Bloodberry 
family (Phytolaccaceae), native of South Amenca, now naturalised 
in many warm countries, even in the South of Europe, where it 
becomes a large tree of from 20 to 30 feet high It has a thick, 
gouty, soft-wooded stem, often with large buttresses , the 
branches are furnished with large, dark, broad, elliptical leaves, 
the whole aspect of the tree being sombre and dull In the 
hothouses of this country it soon attains a great height and 
thickness. The juice of its berries is said to be used for colour- 
ing wine 

UmbreUa Tree. (See Magnolia ) 

UpaA Tree (Antmns toxicarm), a tall tree of the Bread-fruit 
family (Artocarpaceae) It has long narrow leaves, and grows 
in valleys in Java, rendered unwholesome by an escape of 
carbonic acid gas from crevices in the ground, which is fatal 
to animal hfe coming within its influence The juice of the 
tree is highly poisonous Criminals condemned to die have 
the chance of life if they will go up the Upas tree and col- 
lect the poison, but not more than two out of every twenty 
returned ” This account of the tree \ras first published by a 
Dutch surgeon, and became popular about the end of the 
last century. It is now known to be very much exaggerated. 
The treci however, is not harmless, evil effects bemg felt by 
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handling the leaves or branches, and the juice, mixed with other 
ingredients, forms a deadly arrow poison 

Uran, an Indian name for a poison made from the bark of 
Strychnos toxifera, a straggling-branched small tree of the Nux 
Vomica family (Loganiacese), native of British Guiana and the 
upper regions of the Orinoco and Amazon It has sessile, ovate, 
eUiptical leaves, with well-marked longitudinal veins The 
famous poison of the natives {see Blowpipe;, called Ourari, 
Wourali, and Curarie, is obtained fiom the bark, which is 
stripped off and macerated in water After lying some time 
the water is evaporated, when a black sediment resembling tai 
IS left This substance is harmless when eaten, but is fatal 
when it comes in contact with the blood through wounds The 
flesh of animals poisoned by it is, nevertheless, perfectly whole- 
some The mode of preparation of Urari poison is kept as a 
secret by the Indians Dr Schombingk found that it consists 
of eight ingredients, five of which are known to botanists , three 
of these are said to be species of Strychnos, and it is expected 
that the others belong to the same genus Other plants are 
mentioned by different writers as being connected with the 
preparation of this poison This may be so, or may be simply 
a statement to throw more mystery ovei the manufacture 

Vacoua. {See Screw Pine ) 

Valenan. — Valeriana officinalis and V dioica, perennial 
heibs of the Valerian family (Valeiianaceae), natives of Britain, 
in moist places They are extensively collected for their 
medicinal properties, which are of an antispasmodic character , 
the plants possess a strong, disagreeable smell, but cats and rats 
are very fond of them Its leaves are very efScacious in the 
cure of wounds, hence it is sometimes called All-heal An 
allied species, V* capensis, is a native of the Cape of Good Hope, 
and possesses similar properties, but is not so powerful 

Valonia. {See Oak ) 

Vanilla {Vanilla planifolva), an epiphytal plant of the 
Orchid family (Orchidacese), growing somewhat like ivy, with 
thick laurel-like leaves, native of the West Indies and tropi- 
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cal America, It has insignificant greenish flowers, and produces 
a pod-like fruit, 5 to 10 inches long, and 1 inch m circumfer- 
ence, which IS well known for its grateful aromatic qualities, 
and 13 used m confectionery, perfumery, and medicine In com- 
merce it is, in proportion to bulk, the highest-priced vegetable 
production imported The greatest importation to this country 
is from the eastern parts of Mexico It is now cultivated in 
Guiana and other parts of tropical America, as also in Ceylon, 
India, and other parts of the East Vanilline, the active 
principle of Vanilla, is now closely imitated, and manufactured 
from pme-wood and clove oil 

Varnish, Black (Jd^danorrhm zmtaiissi97id), a large tree of 
the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceos), native of the forests 
of Pegu, Tenassenm, and Sylhet, said to attain a height of 80 
to 100 feet, having a large spreading head, and broad, simple, 
thick, firm leaves Its wood is black, hard, and heavy, so much 
so that boat anchors are made of it It is known by the name 
of Pegu Lignum Vitae and Thitsee Its most important product 
IS the sap which flows from the trunk on being wounded, of 
which large quantities are collected It is first white, and 
becomes black on exposure to the air It is largely used as a 
varnish for all kinds of household furniture and ornamental 
work It possesses the acrid property of most plants of the 
family, in causing swellings on the skin if incautiously handled 

Varnish, Japan, the sap of lihtis vemmfem^ a slender- 
branched tree with winged leaves, attaimng a height of 20 
feet, belonging to the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiaceae) It is 
common throughout Japan, £|,nd is cultivated for its sap, which 
flows from its stem and branches on being wounded. It is first 
cream-coloured, but on exposure to the air soon turns black, 
and IS the varnish which the Japanese use for lacquering or 
varnishing their furniture or ornamental articles ; the antique 
ware is now scarce and highly prized by connoisseurs 

Varnish, New Grenada {Elmagm a lofty tree of the 
Cinchona family (Cmchonacese), native of the Andes of New 
Grenada. It is remarkable for secreting a quantity of green, 



VENUS 


OP ECONOMIC PLANTS 


427 


waxy, or varnish-hke substance between the stipules It is 
collected by the Indians, and employed to varnish boxes and 
other useful and ornamental articles After undergoing a pro- 
cess of purifying, various colouring matters are applied to it, 
which impart a variety of colours to the articles varnished with 
it Several other plants yield varnish, which wiU be found 
noticed under their respective names. 

Vegetable Ivory. {See Ivory-nut Palm ) 

Vegetable Marrow {Cucurhita ovifera), an annual traihng 
plant of the Gourd family (Cucurbitacese) It is supposed to be 
a variety of the common Gourd {Cucurhita mcmmcC)^ and is 
extensively cultivated m the summer months in this country as 
a culinary vegetable The average size of the fruit is 6 or 9 
inches in length, but specimens have been known to reach 2 
feet 

Vegetable Sulphur. {See Club Moss ) 

Venus Fly-Trap {Dconma muscipula), a remarkable perennial 
plant of the Sundew family (Droseracese), with leaves nsing 
from a centre in the form of a rosette about 3 inches m 
diameter, each leaf consisting of two parts, the lower part 
being linear, and terminated by two distinct lobes, about the 
size of the thumb-nail The margin of each lobe is fringed 
with cilia, and the disc is furnished with from three to five 
hairs On these being touched by an insect, the lobes im- 
mediately collapse like a common rat-trap, and remain closed 
until the insect ceases to move This action can also be 
witnessed by touching the hairs with a fine point It is a very 
rare plant, being found in a very small area near Wilmington, 
m South Carolina, United States Of late much has been said 
of this and other insect-catching plants, and it is proved by 
experiments that the insects are absorbed by the tissues of the 
plant, it IS presumed for the purpose of promoting its growth, 
and that when artificially fed with pieces of flesh, the increased 
growth of the plant becomes evident. Be this as it may, it is 
quite certain that they thrive as well without such food 

Several other plants are provided with special oiganisms 
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evidently for the purpose of entrapping flies and other insects, 
of which the Pitcher Plant, Side-saddle Plower, Darlingtoma, 
and Sundews, are well-known examples In these plants 
it has been proved that the decomposed matter of the insects 
enters the tissues of the plants for the supposed purpose 
of nutrition In Swallowworts, Birthworts, Orchids, and 
others, the msects are entrapped for the purpose of assisting the 
fertilisation Many plants having viscid leaves are also fly- 
catchers, and are often thickly covered with flies , but for what 
purpose IS not very evident {se^ Pitcher Plants, etc ) 

Veratrme. {See Sabadilla.) 

VenmceUL {See Wheat and Macaroni ) 

Vervain {Verbena qffici 7 ialis), a weedy plant of the Verbena 
family (Verbenaceae), native of this country, gi owing abundantly 
by roadsides and in waste places In the time of the Druids 
it was held m high repute, and was worn as a charm against 
evil, and for good luck, but the advance of knowledge makes 
the history of Vervain, like many other things, only curious as 
legends Verbenas have become favourite plants for ornamental 
flower-beds, a great number of varieties having come into notice 
of late years, which first originated from the scarlet-flowered 
species, V Mdindres, a native of South Brazil The Lemon- 
scented Verbena, known either as V triphylla or Aloysm citrio^ 
dmiy 18 a stiff- branching shrub, with whorls of three leaves, 
native of Chili, and was introduced into this country about the 
end of the last century It is hardy in many parts, and on 
account of its fragrance is often to be seen growing against 
cottages. 

Vetch. {See Tare ) 

Victoria Lily ( Victoria regia\ a plant of the Water-lily 
family (Nymphaeaceae) This remarkable plant was first dis- 
covered by a German botanist in 1801, and afterwards seen by 
several others m different parts of tropical America. It was 
not, however, brought into special notice till found by Sir R. 
Schomburgk m Bntish Guiana in 1837, and mtroduced into 
the Royal Gardens, Kew, 1847. On account of its remarkable 
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appearance it has yearly excited public curiosity In its native 
country it is a perennial, having a long under- water rhizome, 
like the yellow water-lily. In this country it seldom lives 
through the winter, but is readily grown from seeds each year. 
The plant consists of a crown producing leaves and flowers. 
The leaves when full grown measure 6 or 7 feet in diameter, 
and are perfectly circular, with the margin turned up about two 
inches, resembling a large tray The under side is full of raised 
ribs, and very pnckly They are attached by their centre to a 
stalk which when lull grown is often not less than 10 feet in 
length, and about the thickness of the finger The leaves are 
produced in succession round the crown fiom left to right, each, 
when the plant is perfect, producing a flower-bud in its axis, 
which gradually rises on a stalk to the surface, opening in the 
afternoon The flower consists of numerous petals of a pure 
white, and when fully expanded is from 10 inches to 1 foot in 
diameter , it then emits a powerful and pleasant odour During 
the morning of the next day it partially closes, expanding again 
in the atternoon, the colour then being pink, and on the third 
day it finally closes and withers 

VmatlCO Wood. {See Laurel ) 

Vine ( Vitis mmfera), a tendril climbing shrub, having long, 
slender branches, of the Grape Vme family (Ampelideae), sup- 
posed to have been onginally a native of the region of the 
Caspian, and early cultivated m Western Asia, through which it 
has spread, and is now cultivated in the temperate zones of both 
hemispheres The fruit is a berry, growing in bunches, and 
called Grapes. The chief manufactured products of the grape 
are wine and brandy, the former obtained from the juice by 
fermentation, the latter by distillation. The Vine was early 
cultivated in Egypt and Southern Europe, and is supposed to 
have been introduced into England by the Romans It appears 
to have been extensively cultivated by the monks for wine- 
making , but on account of the seasons not being favourable, 
has long ceased to be grown for that purpose. The great wine 
and brandy producing distnots are the countries of the Bhme, 



430 


DICTIONARY OF POPULAR NAMES 


VINE 


France, Portugal, and Spam, from whence the chief supplies 
come to this country. Wine is now also made in South 
Africa, the Australian Colonies, and m California The different 
qualities aie due to the differences of soil, climate, the various 
kinds of grape, and mode of manufacture It is extensively 
grown in hothouses in this country , many fine varieties have 
been obtained by cultivation, and bunches have lately been 
produced in Scotland weighing 25 or 26 lbs each. The 
weight of these bunches seems to explain the passage in the 
Bible, of the spies carrying the bunch of grapes on a 
staff between two In 1846-47 grapes in the hothouses m 
this country, and ultimately throughout the wine countries of 
Europe, were attacked by a mildew fungus, Oidium ttuiken, 
which m some cases completely destroyed the crops This in a 
few years disappeared , but a more formidable enemy has taken 
its place, in the form of a small insect. Phylloxera vastatrix^ 
which breeds and lives on the roots of the vine to such an 
extent that in a comparatively short time it completely destroys 
the plant No remedy has yet been found for it The destruc- 
tion of this pest IS of so important a character that in 1874 the 
French Government offeied a large reward for the discovery 
of a means of destroying it, and preventing its spread Dunng 
1880 another Vine mildew has made its appearance in France 
It attacks the leaves of the Vine about the time of the vintage, 
they become brown and shrivelled, as if scorched by the sun 
or bitten by the frost, and this is found to be caused by a 
mildew-mould. When it first appears it is of a pure white 
colour, which changes to a leaden tmt It has received the 
name of Peronospora viiicola It is very similar in appearance 
to Peronospora infestans, the potato mildew Eaisins are the 
dned bemes of the grape. The name Vine is also popularly 
applied to climbing plants m general 

Vine of Sodom. — In the Bible we read, Their vine is of 
the vine of Sodom and of the fields of Gomorrah ; their grapes 
are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter.” Josephus, in his 
History of the Jews^ says-^" Which fruits have a colour as if 
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they were fit to be eaten, but if you pluck them with your 
hands they dissolve into smoke and ashes ” Much difference of 
opinion prevails among modem writers as to what the plant 
above spoken of is , but if we restrict the inquiry to the words, 
their vine is the vine of Sodom,” and take the word vine as a 
name for trailing and cbmbing plants in general, with Josephus's 
description of the fruit, it seems to lead us to believe that the 
plant was the (Jolocynth (see Colocynth) 

Another plant (Solanum sodoweum) has received its specific 
name from its being supposed to be the fruit that tempts to the 
eye, and turns to ashes on the lips It is abundant in the 
valley of the lower Jordan, and the region of the Dead Sea, 
especially near the remains of what Josephus calls the City of 
Sodom It IS, however, not a vine, but a rude-growing, stiff- 
branched, spiny shrub, 4 or 5 feet high The fruit is about the 
size of a small apple, and when ripe of a yellowish colour, fair to 
look at It is pulpy inside. When ripe, the shell hardens, and 
the inside dries up, and on being broken, it emits what appears 
to be the “dust and ashes” of Josephus, the ashes, no doubt, 
being the seeds Of other plants mentioned as producing the 
Apple of Sodom, Calotropis procera is one. It is a small 
gouty tree of the Swallowwort family (Asclepiadaceae), growing 
abundantly about the south end of the Dead Sea Its fruit is a 
follicle, about the size of a small apple, and completely filled 
with fine silky hairs, to which the seeds are attached, and 
certainly cannot be compared to dust and ashes 

Vinegar Plant is the mycelium of a fungus of the nature 
of dry-rot, and can be generated in a mixture of sugar, treacle, 
and water, placed in a shallow vessel. After a certain penod a 
filamentous mycelium appears on the surface of the water, which 
thickens, becoming, according to age, a tough leather-like sub- 
stance, the water becommg a good vinegar. This process is 
hastened by impregnating the new mixtui'e with a small portion 
of the old. It IS one of the forms of the common mould 
{PemoUhum glaucum), 

Violet ( Vwla odanUa), a perennial herb of the Violet family 
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(Violaoeae), native of this country, growing on banks and way- 
sides. The Violet is used in medicine in the preparation of 
Syrup of Violets ; it is considered to have aperient and emetic 
properties. The scent of the Violet makes it a favourite with all 
classes. In the spnng it is largely collected by flower-gatherers 
and sold in bunches in all the principal towns The double 
variety is highly prized and is extensively cultivated in gardens, 
especially the sort called Neapolitan, which, on account of its 
forming a short stem, is called the Tree Violet. 

Shakespeare says, ‘‘ I think the king is but a man as I am , 
the violet smells to him as it does to me 

V. tncoloTy an annual native of this country, has small 
white and yellow flowers, but by cultivation and cross-breeding 
many varieties have been raised, remarkable for their large size 
and beautiful various-coloured flowers, popularly known by the 
name of Heartsease and Pansies 
Violet-wood. {Sec Myall- wood ) 

Viper Grass. {See Scorzonera ) 

Virgin’s Bovfet{Clem(iti8 a slender-stemmed climber 

of the Buttercup family (Ranunculacese), native of this country, 
chmbing over hedges, bushes, and trees, and is m common use 
for covermg garden arbours It is also called Traveller’s Joy 
and Old Man’s Beard 

Virginian Creeper {Ampelopm hederacea), a tendnl, clmg- 
ing chmber of the Vine family (Ampehdese), native of North 
Amenca This plant has no special property except that it is 
useful in covermg naked walls, to which it clings by tendrils, 
the pomts of which adhere to the walls It presents a very 
showy appearance m autumn, its leaves, which are digitate, 
turning red before they fall. 

Vitivert, an Indian name for Cuscus. 

Wallaba, a name m Demerara of Eperua falcata, a large 
tree of the flunily Legummosse, attaimng a height ot 60 feet. It 
has wmged leaves and red flowers, produced m long-stalked 
droopmg btmches , its pod is curved m form of a hatchet, con-' 
taming three or four very flat seeds ; its wood is of a bright 
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red-biown colour, marked with whitish streaks, hard and heavy, but 
somewhat coarse-grained, it sphts readily, and being impregnated 
with a resinous oil, is durable, and used for shingles, palings, etc 
The bark is bitter, and is used by the Indians as an emetic. 

Wallflower {Chieranthus Cheiri), a perennial plant of the 
Cabbage family (Cruciferse), native of Southern Euiope, growing 
on walls and rocky places It was introduced into this country 
more than 300 years ago, and its fragrance has led it to become 
a general favoimte It seldom grows more than a foot m height , 
in its natural state the flowers are single and of a yellowish 
colour, but by cultivation various fine-coloured double flowers 
have been introduced, of which many acres are cultivated for 
the supply of the markets, especially near London. 

Walnut {Jitglans regia\ a tiee of the Walnut family (Juglan- 
dacese), attaining a height of 60 or more feet, native of the 
region of the Caspian and eastward through the Himalaya to 
China, coming through Persia westward. It was cultivated m 
Palestine in the time of Solomon, and early extended West 
through South Europe, and is recorded to have been cultivated 
in this country more than 300 years ago The wood of the 
Walnut IS valued by cabinetmakers for its beautiful veining and 
dark colour, the plain wood being used for gunstocks An oil is 
extracted from the nuts equal to olive oil, which is used by 
painters, and forms an article of trade. It is also used in soap- 
making 

The edible nutty part of the Walnut is the two lobes 
(cotyledons) which are crumpled up in the shell. Although a 
considerable quantity of Walnuts are produced in this country, 
they nevertheless fall far short of the demand, large quantities 
being imported from France, Belgium, Holland, the Two Sicilies, 
and other places In 1870, 152,681 bushels were imported, 
valued at £42,638. Many trees of large size and apparent old 
age are to be found in this country ; one in Somersetshire being 
60 to 70 feet high, with a girth near the ground of 18 feet, and 
the circumference of branches 300 feet This tree has been 
known to produce 25,000 nuts m a year, 

2 F 
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Walimt, Black {Jttglam nigra), a large tree native of North 
America. Its wood is much valued for furniture and also for 
making gunstocks , its fruit is globose, but the kernel is not 
palatable. 

Wampee {Coolia punctata), a small tree with large winged 
leaves, of the Orange family (AiirantiaceaB) The fruit is a berry 
the size of an ordinary grape, with a thin but hard woody rind 
of a yellowish colour, containing a pulp tasting somewhat like 
that of grapes combined with a peculiar flavour. It is esteemed 
m China. 

Waratah, a name for the red anemone-flowered Camellia 
{Canidlm japonica), also of Tdopea speciosissima, a shrub with 
slender rod-like stems 8 to 10 feet high, bearing splendid scarlet 
flowers, belonging to the family Proteaceie, native of New South 
Wales About fifty or more years ago it was a great favourite 
with amateurs, but being difficult of cultivation it is now seldom 
seen 

Water Caltrops (See Chestnut, Water ) 

Water Celery (Ranunculus sceleratus), an annual of the 
Buttercup family (Ranunculacese), native of Britain, growing 
abundantly in ditches and damp places It is something like 
celeiy, but highly acrid, blistering the mouth and skin , it is 
said to be used by beggars for making artificial sores In Scot- 
land the same use is made of the Lesser Spearmint (R Flam- 
mtda), but wounds so made often become incurable 

Water-cress. (See Cress ) 

Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus aquatilis), native of this 
country, and, as its name implies, growing entirely in water, 
occupying rivers, ditches, and ponds, to a great extent, giving 
the surface a gay appearance with its pretty white flowers. It 
has leaves of two kinds, the floating ones being like little round 
shields, and the submerged ones finely divided and threadlike. 
This is one of the few wholesome species of the family. In 
some parts of England cows are entirely fed on it during winter; 
they as well as horses and hogs eat it greedily. 

Water Dropwort (CEnanthe crocatd), a perennial herb of the 
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Carrot family (Umbelliferae), attaining a height of 2 to 3 feet, 
having compound much -divided leaves. It grows in ditches 
and watery places It has thick parsnip-like roots, but differs 
from the parsnip in forming a cluster of these roots from the 
same crown They are poisonous in the highest degiee The 
smell and flavour being like parsnips has led them to be mis- 
taken for that root, and many fatal cases have occurred A few 
years ago a band of convicts woiking on the embankments at 
Woolwich dug up a quantity of the roots, of which seventeen 
ate, all of whom became seriously ill, and four died , cattle have 
also died from eating the roots when thrown out of ditches 

Water Hemlock. {See Cowbane ) 

Water Lemon {See GranadiUa ) 

Water Lettuce, or Tropical Duckweed, a name m the 
West Indies for Pistia stratioteSj a floating plant growing on 
stagnant waters m the tropics , the plant grows in the form of 
a rosette, consisting of somewhat spongy wedge-shaped leaves 
which form an open cup , its flowers are small and produced 
from a sheath at the back of the leaves, the whole being of a 
yellowish colour , it increases rapidly by sarmenta, quickly 
coveiing a large surface of w’^ater In the West Indies it is 
considered to produce malaiia 

Water Lily, White {Nymphcea alba). Yellow {Nuphar 
liciea), plants of the Water Lily family (Nymphseaceie), natives 
of this country and common throughout Europe NupJiar 
advena is a native of North America , its seed-pods (so called) 
aie an important article of food to the Indians, who collect them 
111 large quantities and keep them for winter use Nymphcea 
cccrulea, A vubia, N dentata, N gmantea, and others, are culti- 
vated in the gardens of this country, being well known for their 
beautiful flowers , also N thermalis, a white flowering species 
found in Hungary, which appears to be the same as the A Lotus 
of the Nile, It is common in India, where it is held sacred ; 
likewise in Egypt, where it is found rudely sculptured on the' 
ancient idols {see Lotos) 

Water Melon {Citrullus vulgans, generally known as Cucu^ 
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7)118 Cdndlm), a trailing annual of the Gourd family (Cucur- 
bitaceae), grown extensively in warm countries for the sake of its 
cool refreshing fruit It is not much cultivated in this country, 
but may sometimes be seen in fruit shops, being imported from 
Spain and Portugal It is supposed to be the melon of Egypt, 
the loss of which the Israelites i*egretted. 

Water Parsnip (Sivm latifohu7n\ an aquatic perennial of 
the Carrot family (Umbellifene), having a stem about a foot in 
height furnished with winged leaves, and bearing its flowers in 
umbels. It is, like other water Umbelliferse, highly poisonous. 

Water Tree of Sierra Leone {Tctiacera cdmfoha), a climb- 
ing shrub of the family DiUeniaceie , it is called the Water 
Tree on account of its stems being full of water, which issues 
from it on its being cut 

Wattles, A name given in Australia to Acacia florihunda, 
A deeurrem, A dcalhata^ A inelanoxylon, A affirms, and others 
They are middle-sized trees, having hard wood, especially that ot 
A 'mjelanoxylon, called Black-wood, which takes a fine polish 
They are also of high commercial importance for their bark, 
which as astringent, and of late j ears has formed one of the 
principal paits of ships’ cargoes to this country To such an 
extent has the demand for this bark for tanning increased that 
whole districts of Acacia forests are fast disappearing in Australia. 

Wax Palm. — Tliere are two so called 1 Copei'mcxa cerifeiay 
a fan palm native of Brazil, its cylindrical stem rising to a 
height of about 40 feet and measuring a foot in diameter, 
cunously studded its whole length with the permanent base foot- 
stalk of the leaves in the form of knobs. The wood is very hard, 
and IS imported into this country for cabinet-work Its young 
leaves are covered with a waxy secretion, which is obtained by 
shaking and beating them , it is imported mto this country for 
making candles. 

2 Ceroxylon andixola^ a tall wing-leaved palm, native of 
the elevated regions of New Grenada. The whole of the stem 
and leaves is covered with a whitish waxy substance, which 
is collected from the stem by scraping ; it is principally used 
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for making candles for the Eoman Catholic churches, and forms 
an article of trade 

Wax Tree {Ligiostrum lucidum), a small tree or handsome 
shrub of the Olive family (Oleacese), hardy in this country It 
is a native of China An insect that deposits a wax is said to 
feed on it This is well known to be the case with L ihota, a 
native of Japan, which is cultivated for that pm pose 

Wax Tree, Japanese {Rhus succedanea), an evergreen tree of 
the Cashew Nut family (Anacardiacece), with shining winged 
leaves, native of Japan, having bunches of fruit like small 
grapes, which by pressure yield a wax analogous to beeswax , 
it IS sometimes imported into this country, and is used in 
making candles and night lights The plant has been long 
known in our botanic gardens, but is not sufficiently hardy to 
stand the cold of this climate 

Wax- work Shrub. {See Staff Tree ) 

Weld {Reseda Luteola), an erect single -stemmed annual 
of the Mignonette family (Resedaceae), attaining a height of 2 or 
3 feet, native of this countiy, at one time much cultivated for 
the dye affoided by it, vhich, accoiding to the different mordants 
employed, was either green, yellow, or blue , it is chiefly used 
in colouring paperhangmgs The colour called Dutch pinlc is 
also obtained from it 

Welwitschia {Welwiischia mirabilis) — This remarkable 
plant was first discovered by Dr Welwitsch gi owing m stony sandy 
plains on the plateau of Benguela in Africa, and in similar situa- 
tions by other travellers in Damaraland It consists of a hard 
woody obconical mass in old plants, not rising more than a foot 
above the ground, of neaily a circular form, and according to age 
varying in diameter from a few inches to 5 or 6 feet, having a long 
tapering taproot penetiating deeply into the earth Its surface 
IS neaily flat, rough, and cracked, and depressed tow^ards the 
centre, seemingly as it were divided in two parts by a furrow 
Round the margin are yearly produced several forked flower-stalks 
rising about a foot in height, bearing round or four-sided cones 
about an inch or more in diameter at the base. It has two leaves, 
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SO called, which are of a leathery texture, and in old plants attain 
the length of 5 or 6 feet with the breadth of a foot or more, their 
apex being tom or divided, and they lie nearly flat on the ground 
in opposite directions, their oiiginal axis or point of development 
being overgrown above and below by the continued enlargement 
of the trunk, giving the leaves the appearance of being artificially 
inserted in tivo slits which extend neaily half-way round, 
almost meetmg each other It is difficult to determine the age 
of these plants , the largest, which have the appearance of flat 
tables lying on the ground, may be presumed as not being 
less than 500 years old It belongs to a small family called 
Gnetaceoe, allied to the Fir and Yew family It presents a con- 
trast to the long, slender, whipcord-like blanches of the genus 
Ephedra, which belongs to the same family Several specimens 
are to be seen in the Museum at Kew 

Whangee Cane, a Chinese name for the stems of Tlnyllo- 
stachys, a genus of the Grass family (Graminacese), allied to the 
bamboo The I'egularly jomted walking-sticks, known by the 
above name, are furnished by P mgra , w’alking-sticks are also 
made of P hamhnsoides 

Wheat {Tixhcum mdgare, of which there are many varieties), 
an annual corn-grass, cultivated in Egypt from remote antiquitj , 
and now throughout all the temperate regions of the world, and 
m the Andes of South America, where it is cultivated at an 
elevation of 9260 feet It may be considered the most impoitant 
bread -food of the world, forming the staff of life to millions 
Large quantities of wheat-flour are made into starch, and used 
for dressing woollen fabrics (See Hard Grass ) 

Wheel Tree, or Paddle -wood (Aspidosperma excelmm), a 
large tree of the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae), native of Guiana 
Eemarkable in having the stem regularly fluted, often giving 
the appearance of several small trees stuck to a large one ; they 
are cut away, and used by the natives as paddles These tninks 
are sometimes 4 or 6 feet in diameter, and when cut trans- 
versely the section has the appearance of the rays of a wheel 
Whins. {See Furze.) 
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White Beam Tree {Pyrm Ana), a small tree of the Apple 
family (Pomaceae) It has simple serrated leaves, snow-white 
on the under side Its fruit is acerb It is found wild in some 
parts of this country, but is more general on the Contment Its 
wood IS hard 

White Deal (See Spruce Fir ) 

White Tree (See Cajeput Oil ) 

White-woods. — The wood of several trees is so called 1 
American (see Tulip Tree ) 2 West Indian (Bignoma leueoxy- 

Ion), a tree of the Trumpet Flower family (Bignoniaceae) 3 
Nectandra levA^antha, a large tree of the Laurel family (Lauracese), 
native of Guiana , it attains a height of 60 to 70 feet, and a 
diameter of 2 to 3 feet 4 Tasmanian (Pittosporum hicolor), a 
tiee of the family Pittosporeae It has light close-grained wood 
used by cabinetmakers, and employed for engraving purposes 
5 Nortolk Island (Lagunana Patersomi), a soft -wooded small 
tiee of the Mallow family (Malvaceae) 

Whortleberry (See Bilberiy) 

Wlgf Tree. (See Fustic ) 

Wild Cinnamon. (See Canella Bark ) 

Wild Mammee, a name in Jamaica for the fruit <AEheedm 
latenjlora, a tree of the Gamboge family (Guttiferae) Its fruit 
is oblong, of a yellowish colour, and has a pleasant acid taste 
The fruit of B edulis, a native of Panama, is also eaten 

Wild Plum, the name at the Cape of Good Hope for the fruit 
of Pappea capenm, a small tree of the Soapberry family (Sapin- 
dacea 3 ) Its fruit consists of three ovaiies united so as to form 
a drupe like a plum A vinous beverage and excellent vinegar 
are made from the pulp 

Willow, Bitter (Saltx purpurea), a small tree of the Willow 
family (Salicaceae), an osier, extensively grown m some places , 
it is so remarkably bitter that even rabbits will not attack it 
Willow, Weeping (Saltx bahylonica) — As its name imphes, it 
is considered to be a native of the country about Babylon, where 
it would appear to have flourished 3000 years ago, judging from 
the Psalmist; who thus beautifully wntes, ‘'By the rivers of 
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Babylon we sat down, yea we wept, when we remembered Zion 
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof” 
According to tradition, the pendulous nature of this willow 
was caused by the weight of the haips, and this habit was 
permanently imparted to the progeny of these trees The tree, 
however, is not recorded to have been seen in modem times 
growing by the stieams of Babylon, and it is now therefore 
generally understood that the trees which the Jews hanged 
their harps on were a species of poplar {Popvlus etiphratica) It 
was also early known that the Weeping Willow is wild in China, 
and that it migrated west'ward It is recorded to have been 
introduced into this countr)^ and cultivated in the Eoyal Gardens, 
Hampton Court, in 1692, and it is said that the oiiginal tree was 
received by Pope, and planted in his garden at Twickenham, 
w^here it was long famed In 1825 it came into special public 
notice on account of a twig having been leceived at Kew, taken 
fiom a tree gi owing over Napoleon’s gmve at St Helena To 
see this twig the crowd was so great that one Sunday, before the 
hour of opening, the gates were buist open. The twig grew into a 
fine tree 40 feet high, French visitors paying reverence to it by 
taking off their hats on passing it In 18G7 this popular tree 
was cut down. 

Willow, White (Salix alba), also called the Huntingdon 
Willow This species and Sahc Riissclliana are large trees, 
affording useful timber for many purposes, the wood being light 
and firm. Cricket bats are made of it 

Willow and Oak Mannas are produced m Kurdistan, the 
latter bemg an exudation on the upper side of the leaves of 
Qmrcm manmfera , it is produced during the hottest months of 
the yeai The natives cut the branches and steep them in 
boilmg water until the manna is entirely dissolved, they aie 
then taken out, and the fluid evaporated to the consistence of 
thick honey. When cool it is shaped into flat round cakes, 
which are sold as a sweetmeat. Being found on the upper 
surface of the leaves, as well as upon stones, the natives sappose 
that it falls from the sky, they call it Ghiok helvahs4e, which 
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means the sweet bread of heaven. It possesses ^no purgative 
properties 

A similar kind of manna is produced on a species of Willow 
{Salix manmfera ?) which is common at Van and Armema 
During the summer season the leaves and branches become 
covered with a syrupy fluid, which is said to be the production 
of a small insect (a species of bug), common on these trees 

It IS probable that these mannas are not the exudations of 
the sap of the trees, but secretions of insects similar to the 
honey-dew common on lime trees in this country 

Wmterbeny, a name in North America for the species of 
Prinos, a genus of the Holly family (Aquifoliaceae) , they are 
bushy evergieen shrubs with oblong, lanceolate, smooth leaves, 
and small inconspicuous flowers P vei ticillatuSy P glaher, and 
P lucidiLS have been long cultivated as ornamental shrubs in 
this country 

Winter’s Bai*k {Dnmys TFinten), a small tree of the Mag- 
nolia family (Magnoliaceae), native of Teria del Fuego, and extend- 
ing northwards through Chili It has beautifully smooth leaves, 
ot an oblong lance form, generally silvery white on the under 
side The baik was brought into repute by Captain Winter as an 
antiscorbutic, so long ago as 1579, he having found it veiy 
efficacious in cases of scurvy among his crews Other remedies, 
however, having since been discovered, it has fallen into disuse 
Winter Cherry {Physalu Allc€lengi)y a peiennial herb of 
the Nightshade family (Solanacese), native of the South of 
Europe, having fiuit like a small cherry, which becomes enclosed 
in the enlarged leafy permanent calyx , in some parts the fruit is 
eaten, but is much surpassed by what is called the Cape Goose- 
berry {Physalis edulis)^ a native of tropical America It is 
a weak sub -r erect plant, cultivated in some gardens for its 
fine-flavoured luscious fruit 

Winter Green. {See Shallon) 

Witches. {See Club Moss ) 

Woad, also known by the name of Dyer’s Weed {Imiu 
iinctoHci), a biennial of the Cabbage family (Cruciferse), attain- 
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mg a height of 3 or 4 feet, a native of this country, and through- 
out Europe it has been long famed as yielding a dye obtained by 
macerating the leaves in water Its use is rapidly dying out in 
this country, and it is manufactumd now only at Parsons Drove 
near WisbecL 

Woad WaxeiL {See Kendal Green ) 

Wold-wolle, a fibre, prepared in Germany from the leaves 
of Finns used for stuffing pillows, mattresses, etc, 

also woven into blankets, counterpanes, etc A similar kind 
of pine-w ool IS made from the leaves of F Lartcio 
WolTs-bane. {See Aconite ) 

Wood Apple. {See Elephant Apple ) 

Woodbme, or Honeysuckle {Lomcera Fcriclymennm), a 
twining shrub of the Woodbine family (Caprifoliace<x^), attaining 
a considerable height on trees, native of this country It is a 
favourite for forming arbours and planting against houses, and 
IS prized for its sweet-scented flowers There are a numbei 
of other species cultivated in gardens as ornamental climbeis, 
L sempcrvirens being called the Trumpet Honeysuckle 

Wood Oil, or Qui^un OiL — This is obtained from Dipteio- 
carptis iuihinatuSy a magnificent tree of the Dryobalanops family 
(Dipterocarpaceae), attaining a height of 200 feet and a giitli 
of 10 feet It IS a native of Lower India Its wood is hard, and 
used for boat-building and other purposes It yields an oil, 
which IS obtained by making a deep notch in the trunk near 
to the ground, and applying fire, which chars the wood, and the 
oil then flows It is used as a varnish, and medicinally as a 
substitute for copaiba balsam It is chiefly imported from 
Moulmein D alaJtus and D incanv^ are magnificent trees, 
natives of Chittagong, also yielding wood oil, and are equally 
valued for their timber In Java the resin of D tnnervis is 
smeared on plantain leaves for making torches. In Sumatra it 
IS mixed with rotten wood and made into candles. 

Woad Paper. — The making of the matenal called Wood 
Paper originated m the United States some years ago, where it 
continues to be still extensively earned on. The trees of which 
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it is made consist chiefly of Maple, Beech, Cherry, Ash, and 
Oak. The trunks of the trees are cut into lengths not exceed- 
ing 4 feet , the logs are then placed in a steam chamber, where 
they leinam for three or four hours , they are then placed in a 
revolving lathe, and by the aid of the knife the bark and all 
superfluity is removed , and when the log becomes perfectly 
smooth and cylindrical, the knife is then graduated to cut it a 
certain thickness, and by the constant revolution of the log a 
continuous thin sheet is pared off, which is cut into lengths 
according to requirements, and made into packages of different 
sizes, ready for exportation It partakes of the colour and 
marking of the tiee from which it is made It is used for 
veneering furniture, and for covering the walls instead of paper 

Woodruff {Asperula odo^aia), a perennial of the Madder 
family (Eubiacem), native of this country, generally growing in 
shady places in woods It is peculiar that while green it emits 
no smell, but when dry it has a strong odour of the principle 
termed Coumarin In Germany it is put into wine, giving it 
a peculiar flavour known under the name of “Mai trank,” 
meaning Woodiuff Wine {See also Coumarin ) 

Wood Vinegar, {See Pitch Pine) 

Woody Pear, a name for the fruit of Xylomelum pyriforme, 
a small tree, with opposite leaves, of the natural order Proteacem, 
native of New South Wales It is remarkable for its fruit, 
which bears the exact resemblance and size of an ordinary pear, 
but 13 attached by the broad end. It consists entirely of a 
hard, woody substance, difficult to cut When ripe, it splits 
lengthwise, and contains a flat winged seed 

Worm Grass, or Pink-root {Spigelm manlandica), a peren- 
nial herb of the Nux Vomica family (Loganiacem), native of the 
United States It attains a height of about a foot or more, 
having ovate, opposite leaves. Its flowers are funnel-shaped, of 
a beautiful carmine colour, borne m terminal spikes This and an 
allied species, S AniheVrtwi^ are highly purgative, and efficacious 
in destroying intestinal worms, hence its name Worm Grass. 
Wormwood . — Artemma Ahmiihium^ A. rruirUinuij natives 
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of Britain, and A pontica^ of Germany, Eastern Europe, and 
Western Asia. They belong to the Composite family (Com- 
posiUe), and are all hardy peiennials, having the same habit and 
pi'operties, being aromatic, intensely bitter, and in great repute 
as a vermifuge, hence the name Wormwood. They are used 
to prevent moths and other insects fiom infesting clothes and 
furniture Wormwood is frequently mentioned in the Bible, and 
IS symbolical of bitter calamity It is frequently used as a 
substitute for hops (six Absinthe and Southernwood) 

WrSrCk. (See Fucus ) 

Wukknm. (See Sappan-wood) 

Yacca, a name in the West Indies for Fodocarjms Furdieamis 
and F eonaceits, large trees of the Yew family (Ta\aceai), native 
of Jamaica. They afford excellent haid timbei, used for many 
purposes 

Yaka, or Wayaka, a name given by the Fijians to Fachy- 
'thizus aiujulaiits, a plant of the Bean family (Li^gummosae), 
having a climbing stem, and tiifoliate, angulai leaves, rising 
fiom a thick root, oi, more propeily speaking, an undeigiound 
stem, 6 to 8 feet in length, and as thick as a man^s tliigli In 
the Fijis and New Caledonia it is in tim^s of scarcity used as 
an aiticle of food When cooked it is of a dirty white colour, 
and has a slightly staichy, but insipid flavour, much inferior to 
that of the wild yarn. The fibre of the climbing stems is very 
tough, and the Fijians make their fishing-nets of it The plant is 
widely diffused, being found throughout tropical America, East 
and West Indies, Mauritius, and islands of the South Seas 

Yam (Dwscorea mtiva, D q^^nlccUa^ and several other species), 
climbing plants of the Yam family (Dioscoreaceie), natives of 
India and other warm countries of the East, where they are 
extensively cultivated, and take the place of the potato of more 
temperate climes There are many varieties varying in size and 
quabty, but all contain more or less of a nutritive farina The 
Yam was early introduced into the West Indies, where it forms 
a great part of the food of the negro population. Yams are 
imported into this country, but not m any quantity. 
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Yam, Ohinese (Dwscorea batatas), a native of China and 
Japan, where it is extensively cultivated It ditfers from the 
preceding in having a spindle-shaped, black root, about the 
size of a parsnip, 2 to 3 feet long It has been introduced into 
this country, and is perfectly hardy , indeed at one time 
expectations were entertained that it might prove a good substi- 
tute for the potato , but so long as potatoes are to be had it 
will not find much favour, being far inferior to them as a 
vegetable 

Yangmae, a name in China for the fruit of MyivM Nagi, a 
small tree of the Candleberry Myrtle family (Myricacese), native 
of China In the island of Chusan it is described by Mr 
Fortune as a bushy shrub or tree, 15 to 20 feet in height, and 
when he saw it, “ it was loaded with a dark-red fruit, not very 
unlike the fiuit of the strawberry tiee (Arbutus), but much 
larger There was also a vanety with yellowish fruit The 
natives were busily engaged in gathering the fruit, and packing 
It in baskets for the markets The gatherers offered me liberal 
supplies of this fine fruit” 

Living plants were introduced into this country in 1844, but 
it has not received the patronage of fruit -cultivatois that it 
seems to merit M. Nagi is also known in Western India, but 
its fruit IS very inferior to that of the Chinese It is probable 
they aie two distinct species 

Yan-Yan, a name in Guiana for Lancewood (which see) 

Yeast, or Barm, a name given to the frothy scum that forms 
on the surface of fermenting sugary bquids, and rises from the 
bung-holes of barrels of newly-brewed beei The microscope 
shows that th« froth consists of particles which multiply with 
extraordinary rapidity when placed in a moderately-warm 
temperature By experiments it has been ascertained that the 
particles or globules germinate , and they are considered to be 
the spores of a mould fungus, belonging to the genus Torula, the 
spores of which are but slightly umted, the mycelium being 
almost absent. Yeast is not only employed in hastenmg the 
fermentation of worts, it also is an important agent m leaven. 
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ing dough in bread-making For this purpose the yeast is 
dried and formed into a cake or paste, known as German 
Yeast 

Yellow Berries. {See Buckthorn.) 

Yellow Ins {Iris Psetutacorus), and Gladwin, or Roast-beef 

Plant {C fcetidmima), of the family Iridaceae, two beautiful 
species, natives of this country, growing in ditches, and on the 
margins of ponds and streams The seeds of the first are said 
to have been used as a substitute for coffee {See Ins) 

Yellow-root {XarUhorhiza apiifoha), a low shrub of the 
Buttercup family (Ranunculacese), seldom exceeding 2 feet in 
height, having parsley -like leaves and inconspicuous flowers 
It IS a native of the South United States of Ameuca Its roots 
are of a pale yellow, and were originally employed as a dye 
They are bitter, and have some reputation with Ameiican 
doctors as a tonic. 

Another North American Yellow-root is Hijdrastis cana- 
densis, uhicli is also called Yellow Puccoon and Orange-root , it 
IS a perennial of the same family as the above, about a foot in 
height, with palmate-lobed leaves, and inconspicuous flowers , 
its friut IS similar to the raspberry, its juicy flesh being of a 
bright crimson colour The root is a blight yellow, and used 
as a dye, and also as a tonic medicine 

Yellow-wood, a name applied in different countries to trees 
having wood of a yellow colour Different species of the genus 
Xanthojcyluin, which means yellow- wood, aie so called 

Yellow-wood, Amencan ( Vvrgilm laim), a tree of the Bean 
family (Leguminosae), native ef North America It has winged 
leaves, and attains a height of 40 to 50 feet The«-wood is hard 
Its yellow flowers and winged leaves make it an ornamental tree, 
but it seldom exceeds 10 to 12 feet in height in this country 
Yellow-wood, Indian {Podocarpm laUfolm and Chloroxylon 
Sw%eiefn%d) {See Satin-wood.) 

Yellow-wood, Moreton Bay {Aeronychm Icevu, Forst ; 
Cyminasma (M<mgifohum, Cunn.), a small tree of the family 
Xanthoxyllaceae, native of Moreton Bay. 
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Yellow-wood, Queensland {Flindersm Oxhyana, better 
known as Oxleya Xanthoxlya), a tree 40 to 50 feet high, of the 
Mahogany family (Cedrelaceae) The wood is used for fur- 
niture 

Yellow-wood, South African {Podocarpus elongatm\ a 
large tree of the Yew family (Taxaceoe), a useful timber tree 
Yellowwort, the common name for Chlora pmfohata, a 
pretty annual herb of the Gentian family (Gentianacese), native 
of this country , it is an erect single-stemmed plant, about a foot 
in height, with few root-leaves, and small, opposite, perfoliate 
stem leaves , the flowers are produced singly on short terminal 
branches , they are yellow and showy, opening only during sun- 
shine It differs from the rest of Gentians in having 8 stamens 
The whole plant is intensely bitter, used as a tonic , it also 
yields a yellow d} e 

Yerba (See Paraguay Tea) 

Yercum, (^S^ceMudar) 

Yew {Taxus haccata), a tree of the Yew family (Taxacese), 
native of tlie temperate regions of Europe and Asia It is 
famed for the age of some of the tiees and for the durability of 
its wood, remains having been found in the ruins of ancient 
Nineveh It is much planted as an ornamental tree, and is also 
used in forming edges When grown singly, it forms a hand- 
some tiee, 30 to 40 feet high The red succulent cups m which 
the seeds are seated are frequently eaten for their agreeable 
taste In winter they form an important source of food to the 
feathered tribe. The seeds themselves are, however, poisonous 
The blanches and leaves are in a high degree poisonous to horses 
and horned cattle, and act on man like Digitalis m arresting the 
action of the heart The lush Yew is a variety 

Yulan, a Chinese name for Magnolia conspicua (see Mag- 
nolia) 

Zachun, the Arab name of an oil expressed from the fruit 
of Balanites cegyptiaca^ a thornj^ shrub or small tiee of forbid- 
ding aspect belonging to the family AmyiidaceaB. The leaves 
are binate; the flowers small, greenish wliite, fragrant, on 
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short axillary racemes , the fruit is about the size of a walnut, 
and when npe of a gieenish colour. It is common through- 
out the deserts of Western Asia, Egypt, and many parts 
of Noith and Western Africa. It also grows abundantly 
in the region of the Dead Sea, and has extended into India, 
and may be called truly a plant of the desert It is supposed 
to be one of the plants that yielded the balm of Gilead carried 
by the Ishmeelites into Egypt In Palestine, at the present day, 
the oil obtained from its fruit is of a healing nature, and is 
extensively prepared by the Aiabs, and sold by them to the 
pilgrims. The wood is hard, and used by the turners of 
Jerusalem for makmg walking-sticks In Western Africa 
an intoxicating drink is made from its fruit. 

Zamang, the Spanish name of a tree, native of Venezuela, 
of which Humboldt says — We saw in the evening, at a league 
distant, an object which appears in the honzon like a round 
hillock covered with trees It is neither a hill nor a group of trees 
close to each other, but one single tree, the famous Zamang-dcU 
re, remarkable for the enormous extent of its branches, which 
form a hemispheric head 576 feet in circumference, the diameter 
of the stem being 9 feet near the ground ^ It belongs to the 
Mimosa section of Leguminosae, and is a species of the genus 
PUhecolohxum {F saman) Seeds taken from the tree were raised 
m the Botamc Garden, Trinidad, in 1820 , it appears to be fast- 
growing when young, a tree 40 years old measuring 15 feet in 
circumference near the ground. It has thick, flattish, curved 
pods, about 8 inches in length and 1 in width, containing a 
sweetish pulp , they are in common use for feeding cattle, and 
for that purpose the tree is now cultivated m different countries 
It IS also known as the Earn Tree • 

Zamia, a name of the genus of the Cycad family (Cycada- 
ceae). They have globose cylindncal stems, the intenor of which 
IS soft and spongy, increasing in height by the successive yearly 
development of a crown of winged leaves, the pinnm of which 
are firm and ngid, entire, toothed, or spiny. The fructification 
consists of male and female cones, produced on separate plants, 
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in some species nearly 2 feet in length and 6 inches m diameter, 
formed of fleshy scales ; the seeds are nut-like, produced on the 
under side of the scales of the female cone About 50 species 
are recorded They are widely distributed, being found chiefly 
in the West Indies, Mexico, South Africa, and Australia ; m 
the latter country some attaining a height of 30 to 40 or more 
feet They have been by modern botanists characterised under 
separate genera those of the Cape of Good Hope foim the genus 
Encephcdartos, and of Australia Macrozamia Their stems con- 
tain a kind of sago (see Sago and Caffer Bread) They are found 
in a fossil state in this and other countries 

Zebra Poison (^Euphorbia arborea), a succulent-branched 
almost leafless tree of the Spurgewort family (Euphorbiaceae), 
native of South Afiica Its milky juice is highly poisonous, 
whole herds of zebras having been killed by branches of it 
being placed in the water which they drink. It is also used 
for poisoning arrows 

Zebra-wood. — The wood of several distinct trees is so 
called 1 Omplialobium Lambe't ti (now referred to Connarus), 
a large tree of the family Connaracese, native of Guiana ; it is 
very scarce , its wood is of a light-brown colour, with dark 
stripes It makes handsome fiirmture 2 Eugenia fragrans, 
a small tree of the Myrtle family (Myrtacese), native of Jamaica, 
3 Guettarda, a shrub or small tree of the Cinchona family (Cm- 
chonaceae), native of the East Indies 

Zelkona Tree (Planera Rwliardi), a tree of the Elm family 
(Ulmaceie), native of North America, attaining a height of 70 
or 80 feet, having much the appearance of the elm, and in the 
countries where it is abundant is used for the same purposes as 
the elm, especially foi making furnituie. 
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Abelmoschus, 280 
Abies, 174, 323, 411, 423 
Abrus, 42 
Abuta, 313 

Acacia, 1, 8, 80, 63, 80, 
98, 99, 177, 203, 236, 
282, 376, 384, 436 
Acasna, 876 
Acanthus, 3 
Acer, 267, 329 
Achillea, 383 
Achlya, 186 
Achraa, 69 
Acrnena, 245 
Aconitum, 4 
Acorus, 899 
Acrocomia, 254 
Acrodiclidium, 290 
Acronychia, 446 
Acrostichum, 193 
Actiea, 36, 382 
Adansouia, 37, 57, 142 
Adenanthera, 43, 867 
Adiantum, 91 
JScidium, 39 
.^gilops, 205 
^Ggle, 30, 268* 

Aendes, 802 
iEschynomene, 376 
^sculus, 109 
^thusa, 179 
Agancus,6, 14,54, 279,- 
Agathophyllnm, 290 
Agave, 6, 12, 826. 
Agnmoma, 6 
Agrostis, 174. 

Ailanthns, 6. 

Aletris, 128 
Aleuntes, 88 
Alhagi, 80, 265. 

Album, 118, 299, 853. 
Alnus, 8. 

Alob, 12 
Alobzylon, 78. 

Aloysla, 428. 

Alpiula, 188 
AUopbUi, 171. 

Alstonia, 155. 


Althaea, 213, 269 
Amanita, 14 
Amarylbs, 14 
Amelanchier, 375 
Ammophila, 268 
Amomum, 197 
Ampelodesmos, 155 
Ampelopsis, 432 
Amygdalns, 11, 315 
Amyris, 163, 357 
Anacarduim, 76, 96 
Anachans, 833 
Anacyclus, 316 
Anamirta, 122 
Ananassa, 321 
Anastatica, 355 
Anchusa, 9 
Andira, 74, 314 
Andromeda, 16 
Andropogon, 64, 78, 145, 
193, 243 
Anemone, 16 
Anethum, 154, 886 
Angelica, 16 
Angiopteris, 171 
Angraecum, 136, 302, 407 
Anilidotus, 277 
Anona, 9, 68, 107, 133, 
146, 386, 400 
Anoptems, 241 
Antheniis, 81 
AnthisUria, 232 
Anthospermum, 15 
Anthoxanthum, 136, 171, 
207, 394 
Anthnscus, 109 
Antiaris, 358, 424 
Apium, 108 
Aplotaxis, 134 
Apocynum, 211. 
Aponogeton, 240 
Aporosa, 236 
Aquilaria, 160 
Aquilegia, 128. 

Arachis, 161 
Aralia, 16, 352. 

Araucaria, 21 
Arbutus, 23, 48, 255. 


Archangelica, 16, 

Arctium, 69 
Arctostaphylos, 23 
Arduma, 284 
Areca, 47, 74, 286 
Argania, 24, 223 
Anstolochia, 50, 201, 382, 
Armena, 241, 411, 

Armca, 413 ^ 

Arracacha, 95 
Artanthe, 270 
Artemisia, 1, 82, 277, 862 
386, 403, 443 
Arthrostilidium, 35 
Artocarpus, 61, 225 
Arum, 158, 231, 362. 
Arundinaria, 35 
Arundo, 156, 881, 414 
Asagraea, 98, 358 
Asamm, 26 
Asparagus, 27 
Asperula, 136, 257, 443 
Asphodelus, 27 
Aspidosperma, 343, 438 
Asplemum, 49 
Aster, 280 
Astencus, 356 
Astragalus, 204 
Astrocaryum, 420 
Atherosperma, 370 
Atnplex, 299, 888 
Atropa, 286 
Attalea, 127, 131, 820. 
Aucuba, 28 
Auricula, 44 
Avena, 295 
Averrhoa, 54. 

Avicennia, 264 
Aydendron, 290 
Azalea, 29 
Azorella, 82. 


Baooaubea, 346. 
Baccharis, 273 
Backhousm, 238 
Balanites, 81, 447 
Balautium, 144. 
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Baloghia, 65 

Balsamodendron, 81, 41, 
195, 283 
Bambasa, 85 
Banksia, 214 
Baphia, 82 
Bux>8ma, 65 
BamngtoRia, 51, 217 
Basella, 888 
Bassia, 70, 257. 

Batata^ 899 
Bails, 864 
Baubmia, 260, 390 
Bedfordia, 156 
Begonia, 46 
Benzoin, 887 
Berbens, 88 
Bergera, 245 
Ber^olletia, 61 
Betnla, 49 
Beta, 46 

Bignonia, 50, 92, 112, 419, 
439 

Biza, 24 

Blakea, 274, 355 
Bligbia, 7 
Blnmea, 82 
Boehmena, 198, 346 
Bolax, 32 
Boldoa, 869 
Boletns, 381 
Bombaz, 278, 378 
Bongardia, 247 
Bontia, 298 
Borassns, 307, 309 
Borago, 56 
Boswellia, 181 
Botrjtis, 186 
Bovista, 340 
Brabejum, 11 

Braasica, 73, 280, 281, 846, 
422 

Bromelia, 325 
Broaimnm, 62, 187, 248 
Bronssonetia, 312. 
Brya,161 
Bryonia, 64 
Bnboii, 188 
Bnmelia, 68 
Bnninm, 160. 

Bnraana, 58 
Bnrsera, 49, 246 
Batea, 204, 340 
Bntyroapermiim, 71. 
Buzna, 57. 

Cactvb, 75, 415. 
Onaalpinia, 43, 56, 60,155, 
179, 286, 826, 867. 
Cf^anna, 158, 820 
Caladlniii, 281. 

CUamoa, 84, 157, 258. 


Calceolaria, 79 
Calendula, 267 
Calla, 419 
Callisteraon, 57 
Callitns, 21, 23, 867 
Callopisma, 79 
Calluna, 207 
Calodendron, 109 
Calopbyllum, 51, 77 
Calotropis, 278, 431 
Caltha, 268 
Calyptrantbes, 200 
Calystegia, 275 
Camassia, 341 
Camelma, 346 
Camellia, 80, 404, 484 
Campanula, 846 
Campomanesia, 305 
Campy loneurum, 78 
Cananga, 218 

Cananum, 12, 113, 150, 
163 

Canavalia, 304 
Canella, 84 
Canna, 220 
Cannabis, 210 
Cappans, 90, 280 
Caprana, 407 
Capsicum, 91 
Carapa, 140 
Carduus, 410 
Carex, 120, 374 
CargiUia, 330 
Canca, 311 
Canssa, 92 
CarludoTica, 311 
Carolinia, 378 
Carpinus, 215, 223 
Carpodinus, 325 
Carthamus, 361 
Carum, 7, 92 
Carya, 215, 816, 820 
Caryocar, 385 
Caryophyllus, 120 
Caryota, 307, 362. 

Caseana, 38^ 

Cassia, 339, 375 
Castanea, 140 
Castanospermum, 110. 
Castilloa, 87, 89 
Casuanna, 294, 898 
Catalpa, 98 
Catha, 283, 406 
Cathartoca^s, 889 
Cattleya, 302 
Ceanothus, 406. 

Cecropia, 419 
Cedrela, 74, 101. 

Cedrus, 99 
Oelastms, 890. 

Celoiia, 128 

252, 285. 


Centaurea, 55. 

Cephaelis, 221 
Cephalanthus, 73. 
Cephalotus, 326 
Ceradia, 41 

Cerasus, 107, 108, 256 
289, 836 

Ceratonia, 98, 249 
Cerbera, 308 
Cercis, 229 
Cereus, 76, 104, 415 
Ceroxylon, 436 
Cetrana, 218 
Chffirophyllum, 186, 190 
Chamsecypans, 100 
Chamserops, 116, 169,306, 
808, 412 
Chara, 105 
Chieranthus, 433 
Chierostemon, 205 
Chenopodium, 848, 888, 
406 

Chickrassia, 257 
Chiococca, 381 
Chionanthus, 182 
Chlora, 447 
Chlorogalum, 884 
Cbloroxylon, 870, 446 
Cbondrus, 91 
Chondodendron, 813 
Chrozophora, 422. 
Chrysanthemum, 115 
Chrysobalanus, 125, 320 
Chrysophyllum, 391 
Cibotium, 40, 341 
Cichonum, 112, 164. 

Cicuta, 139 
Cimicifuga, 67 
Cinchona, 117 
Cinclidotus, 277 
Cinnamomum, 81, 118 
Cissampelos, 313 
Cissus, 345 
Cistus, 238, 282 
Citrullus, 128, 435 
Citrus, 47, 119, 286, 242, 
245, 800, 375 
Cladonia, 348 
Clathrocystis, 180 
Clathrus, 893. 

Clematis, 432. 

Clusia, 34. 

Cnicus, 410 
Coccoloba, 242, 874 
Cocculus, 123. 

Cochlearia, 216. 

Cocos, 123, 254 
Codarium, 401 
Coffea, 125, 127 
Coix, 48, 229. 

Cola, 127. 

Colchicum, 128. 
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Collophora, 188 
Colocasia, 403 
Colubrina, 200 
Combretum, 72, 194 
CommidendJH)!!, 378 
Conferva, 130 
Comum, 180, 209 
Conocarpus, 73 
Convalana, 245 
Convolvulus, 48, 275, 871 
Cookia, 434 
Copaifera, 32 
Copermcia, 436 
Coptis, 195, 274 
Corcborus, 229, 231 
Cordia, 15, 357, 374, 887, 
417 

Conandrum, 132 
Conana, 132 
Conspermum, 412 
Conuculana, 418 
Comus, 58, 133, 156, 839 
Corylus, 207 
Corynocarpus, 232 
Corypha, 400 
Coscinium, 80 
Couroupita, 85 
Crambe, 231 
Crassula, 141 

Crataegus, 206, 270, 271, 
411 

Cratasva, 190 
Crescentia, 78 
Cnthnum, 364 
Crocus, 361 
Crotalana, 211 
Croton, 96, 143, 238, 258, 
422 

Cryptocarya, 290 
Cryptomena, 100. 
Cryptostegia, 89 
Cubeba, 818 
Cucumis, 143, 271, 436 
Cucurbita, 341, 427 
Cummum, 144 
Cupressua, 100, 147. 
Curatella, 145 
Curtisla, 206 
Curcuma, 421 
Cuscuta, 155 
Cyathea, 171 
Cycas, 146 
Cyclopia, 407 
Cydonia, 848 
Cyminosma, 446 
Cymoptens, 190. 

Cynara, 25, 98 
Cynodon, 157 
Cynomorium, 187, 845. 
Cynosums, 207 
Oypems, 146, 188, 812. 
Cypripedium, 802. 


Cytisus, 63, 237 
Cyttaria, 45 


DACfBYDIUM, 217, 353. 
Dactylis, 423 
Daedalea, 158 
Dahlia, 148 

Dalbergia, 53, 225, 356, 
357, 379 

Dammara, 139, 148 
Daniellia, 182 
Daphne, 56, 219, 389. 
Darlingtonia, 326 
Datura, 152 
Daucus, 94 
Davallia, 206 
Delabechea, 57 
Delphinium, 392 
Dendrobium, 302, 353 
Dendrocalamus, 36 
Desmodium, 409, 411, 
Dianthus, 120 
Dichopsis, 204 
Dicypelhum, 121 
Dieffenbachia, 159 
Digitalis, 180 
DiUenia, 154, 867 
Dimorphandra, 276. 
Diomea, 427 
Dioscorea, 444, 445 
Diospyros, 78, 151, 161, 
190, 253, 254, 267 
Dipsacus, 408 
Diptenx, 136, 415 
Dipterocarpus, 442 
Dirca, 242 
Dittelasma, 384 
Dodecatheon, 140 
Dohchos, 114, 216 
Doona, 157 
Dorema, 15 
Dorstenia, 130 
Doryphora, 369 
Dracena, 157, 411 
Dracocephalum, 31 
Dracunculus, 158 
Dnmys, 441 
Dryobalanops, 82 
Duboisia, 328 
Duguetia, 239 
Duno, 159 

Ecbalixjm, 889 
Echmocactus, 75, 76, 208 
Echinocystis, 51 
Ecklonia, 419 
Edgeworthia, 219 
Edwardsia, ^87 
Elsegia, 426 
Elaeagnus, 297 
Elaeocaipus, 48, 212. 


Elseodendron, 298 
Elais, 306 

Eleosme, 273, 285, 845 
Ellettana, 92. 

Elymus, 268 
Encephalartos, 76, 449. 
Entada, 51, 371 
Eperua, 432 
Epiphyllum, 76 
Epipremnum, 414 
Equisetum, 160, 294. 

Enca, 63, 207, 208 
Enobotrya, 250 
Enodendron, 377, 378 
Enoglossum, 884 
Enophorum, 135 
Erodium, 191 
Ervum, 243 
Eryngium, 373 
Erythrsea, 103, 104 
Erythrma, 43, 132, 231 
Erythroxylon, 122, 223 
Eucal 3 rptus, 55, 165, 179, 
227, 265, 319 
Eucheuma, 227. 

Euchlsena, 409 
Eugema, 121, 202, 227, 
242, 260, 855, 424, 449. 
Enonymus, 389 
Eupatonum, 136 
Euphorbia, 90, 98, 167, 
449 

Euryale, 196 
Euryangium, 398 
Eurybia, 280 
Euterpe, 28, 30, 410. 
Excoecana, 5 
Exocarpus, 108 
Exogomum, 226 

Faba, 48 
Fagopyrum, 67 
Fagus, 44, 46, 404, 417. 
Fatsia, 852. 

Feroma, 163 

Ferula, 25, 95, 170, 188, 
361, 898 
Festuca, 172. 

Feuillsea, 18 

Ficus, 36, 88, 172, 825, 860, 
400 

Flacourtia, 881 
Flindersia, 889, 447 
Foeniculum, 169 
Foetidia, 393 
Fragaria, 894. 

Frasera, 79 
Fraxinus, 26, 264. 
Fritillana, 143 
Fuchsia, 182, 286. 

Pucus, 188 
Fusanus, 43. 
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Oalbanum, 188. 
Oalipea, 17 
Galium, 107 
Garemia, 189, 263. 
Gardenia, 154 
Gastrolobium. 98 
Gaulthena, 376, 406 
Gempa, 190 
Genista, 234 
Gentiana, 190, 382 
Geoffiroya, 10 
Geranium, 191 
Gerrardantbus, 52 
Gleditscbia, 249 
Glycena, 265 
Glvcine, 386 
GljcyTrhiza, 247 
Gmelina, 408 
Gompbocarpus, 90 
Gonolobus, 144 
Gordonia, 55 
Gossypium, 134 
Gouania, 106 
Graptopbjllum, 93. 
GreviUea, 379 
Gnas, 15 
Guaiacum, 244 
Guattena, 239 
Guettarda, 449 
Guevina, 29 
Guibourtia, 131 
Guilandina, 43, 56 
Guilielma, 315 
Gmzotia, 346 
Gymnarrbena, 356 
Gymnocladus, 234 
Gynenum, 310 
Gynocardia, 106 
Gypsopbila, 384. 
Gyrandra, 104. 
Gyropbora, 418 

54, 331 

Hsmatostapbis, 55, 330 
Hsematoxylon, 250 
Hagenia, 145 
Halesta, 383 
fialimodendron, 364. 
Haacomia, 89 
Harpagopbytum, 197. 
Harpulia, 421 
Hedera, 224 
Hedyiaram, 182, 265. 
Heiateria, 814 
Heliampbora, 327 
Helianthos, 228, 398 
Heliotropium, 209 
Hellebonu, 209 
Helotium, 200. 

BelireUa, 276. 
Hemideamnt, 369. 
Hemileia, 124 


Heracleum, 137 
Herminiera, 377. 

Heucbera, 14 
Hevea, 85, 89 
Hibiscus, 14, 53, 233, 296, 
356 

Hierocbloa, 214 
Hippomane, 262 
Hippopbae, 67 
Hirneola, 228 
Hirtella, 337. 

Hopea, 150 
Hordeum, 39 
Humirium, 217. 

Humulus, 215 
Hura, 365 
Hyacinth us, 217 
Hjdrastis, 446 
Hymenasa, 131, 136 
Hymenopb>llum, 174 
Hyoscyamus, 211 
Hypbaene, 192 
Hyssopus, 218 

Icic\, 92, 102, 163 
Ilex, 53, 213, 313, 406 
Ilhcium, 17 
Impatiens, 33, 417 
Indigofera, 220 
Inga, 202, 222 
Inocarpus, 111 
Inula, 163, 195 
Ipomoea, 88, 226, 275 
Inartea, 347 
Ins, 179, 222, 303, 446 
Irvmgia, 153 
Isatis, 441 

Jacarakda, 225 
Jacqmma, 58, 143 
Jasminum, 227 
Jateorbiza, 80 
Jatropba, 319, 392. 

Jubsea, 131 
Juglans, 433, 434 
Juncus, 358 
J ungermannia, 249 
Juniper us. 99, 100, 230, 
370 

Justicia, 284. 

Kjempfbria, 188. 

Kalmia, 232. 

Kigelia, 360 
Ringia, 199 
Knigbtia, 349. 

Kokoona, 236 
Krameria, 849. 

Lablab, 236 
Lacbenalia, 140. 

248. 


Lagenaria, 57, 439. 
Lagerstromia, 55 
Lagetta, 238 
Laminana, 183, 419. 
Landolpbia, 88 
Lansiuiii, 239 
Lanx, 239, 265, 423. 
Larrea, 142 
LastroE^a, 171, 258 
Laurelia, 241, 369, 370 
Laurus, 240, 369, 387. 
Lavandula, 241 
Lavatera, 259 
Lawsonia, 81 
Lecanora, 144, 266 
Lecytbis, 368 
Ledum, 406 
Lens, 243 
Leonia, 3 
Leontice, 247 
Leopoldinia, 320 
Lepidium, 142 
Lepidostacbjs, 236 
Lepuronia, 147 
Leptospennum, 407. 
Lespedeza, 227 
Leucadendron, 379 
Leucaena, 42 
Lewisia, 51 
Liatns, 382 
Liboccdrus, 8, 23, 234 
Lichen, 266 
Licuala, 317 
Ligustrum, 437 
Lilium, 245 
Lmmanthemum, 182 
Limonia, 234 
Lmociera, 357 
Linum, 177 
Liquidambar, 247, 394 
Liriodendron, 421 
Litbraea,249 , readforBhvLR 
Lmstona, 74, 414 
Lodoicea, 124 
Loiseleuna, 29 
Lohuni, 151. 207, 347. 
Lomcera, 442. 

Loranthus, 3 
Lotus, 194, 253. 
Loxopterygium, 842. 
Lucuma, 76, 268 
Lupinus, 254 
Lycmm, 57 
Lycoperdon, 840 
Lycopersicum, 414. 
Lycopodium, 121. 
Lysiloma, 858 

Maobjebiux, 225, 412, 
Maclura, 187, 808. 
Kacrochloa, 165. 
Macromnia, 449. 
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Madia, 255 
Magnolia, 255, 447* 
Mahonia, 39 
Mallotns, 282 
Malpighia, 108 
Malva, 229, 259. 
Mamillana, 76 
Mammea, 261 
Mandragora, 262. 
Mangifera, 263 
Manicana, 69 
Manihoi, 88, 96, 

Maranta, 25 
Marasmius, 169 
Marcgravia, 225 
Marchantia, 249 
Marsdenia, 221 
Marsilea, 284 
Matisia, 115 
Mauntia, 92, 273 
Maximihana, 226 
Medicago, 270 
Megarrhiza, 51 
Melaleuca, 56, 77, 407 
Melanorrhcea, 426 
Melhanio, 162 
Meha, 42, 285 
Melianthus, 214 
Mehcocco, 214 
Melilotus, 136, 271 
Melissa, 31 
Melocactus, 76, 271 
Mentha, 319, 387 
Menyanthes 65, 182 
Merulius, 158 
Mesembryantbemum, 178, 
218 

Mespilus, 271 
Mesua, 223 

Metrosideros, 7, 331, 347 
Metroxjlon, 362 
Michelia, 105 
Mikania, 201 
Mimosa, 3, 216. 

Mimnlus, 280 
Mimnsops, 189, 205, 
Mirabilis, 269 
Monarda, 804, 406. 
Monizia, 95 
Monstera, 275 
Moquilea, 837. 

Mora, 275 
Morchella, 276 
Monnda, 4, 276 
MoronoW, 212 
Moms, 278 
Mucor, 278 
Mucorini, 185. 

Mucuna, 189 
Muntingia, 78. 

Murraya, 245. 

Musa, 1, 164, 211, 829. 


Mylitta, 61. 

Myoporum, 366 
Mynca, 84, 384, 445. 
Mynstica, 289 
Myrospermtim, 33 
Myrrhis, 109, 282. 
Myrsme, 68 
Myrtus, 283 

Nandina, 359 
Narcissus, 148, 283, 420 
Nardostachys, 387 
Nartbecium, 28 
Narthex, 25 
Nasturtium, 142. 

Nauclea, 275 

Nectandi*a, 200, 289, 370, 
439 

Nelumbium, 359 
Neottoptens, 49 
Nepenthes, 327 
Nephelium, 248 
Nenum, 296 
Nicotiana, 413 
Nigella, 169 
Nipa, 287 
Nitella, 106 
Nitrana, 253, 287 
Norantea, 225 
Nostoc, 391 
Notelsea, 223 
Nuphar, 435 
Nuytsia, 177 
Nymphea, 251, 435 
Nyssa, 421 

OCHROMA, 133 
Ocymum, 399 
Odontoglossum, 302 
(Enanthe, 189, 434 
(Enocarpus, 30 
(Enothera, 168 
Oidium, 164, 422, 430 
Oldenlandia, 106 
Oldfieldia, 407 
Olea, 53, 223, 297 
Omphalobium, 449 
Oncocarpus, 223 
Oncosperma, 286 
Onobrychia, 862. 
Onopordon, 135 
Onosma, 256 
Ophelia, 113 
Ophiocaryon, 381 
Ophioglossum, 5 
Ophiorrhiza, ^1. 

Opoidia, 188 
Opopanax, 299 
Opuntia, 76, 219, 288. 
Orchis, 802, 863 
Oreodaphne, 869 
Origanum, 268. 


Ormosla, 42 
Omithogalum, 27, 391 
Omus, 26 

Orobanche, 64, 845. 

Oryza, 83, 351 
Ostrya, 215, 223 
Ouvirandra, 240 
Owenia, 386 
Oxalis, 296, 385. 

Pachira, 378 
Pachyrhizus, 444 
Pieoma, 317 
Paliuras, 115 
Panax, 193 
Pandanus, 372. 

Pamcum, 202, 272 
Papaver, 384 
Pappea, 439 
Papyrus, 312 
Parechites, 225 
Pannanum, 192. 

Pantinm, 41 
Parkia, 287 
Parkmsonia, 227 
Parmelia, 144 
Parmentiera, 84 
Paspalum, 273, 352 
Passiflora, 197, 314 
Pastmaca, 299, 313 
Paullima, 201, 398, 412 
Pelargonium, 191. 

Penea, 368 
Pemcillium, 184, 431 
Pentaceros, 102 
Pentachletbra, 805 
Pentadesma, 72 
Pereskia, 76, 196 
Peronospora, 337, 422, 430. 
Persea, 10, 83 
Petroselmum, 313 
Peucedanum, 137, 886 
Peziza, 200 
Phalsenopsis, 302. 

Phalaris, 83 
Phallus, 393 
Phaseolus, 235, 371. 
Phlebodinra, 78 
Phleum, 207, 412 
Phoenix, 76, 151, 306, 807. 
Phormmm, 178 
Photinia, 250 
Phragmites, 348 
Phyllocladtts, 103, 402 
Phyllocoryne, 229 
Phyllostachys, 488 
Phylloxera, 480 
Physalis, 441 
Physocalymma, 421. 
Physostigma, 77 
Phytelephas, 224 
Phytolacca, 831, 424. 
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Picea, 81, 379, 42X 
Picrsena, 342 
Pierardia, 346 
Pimenta, 10 
Pimpmella, 17 
Pingmcula, 72 
Pinus, 174, 181, 822, 372, 
422, 442 

Piper, 47, 233. 270, 817 
Pistacia, 30, 203, 269, 325, 
409 

Pistia, 435 
Pisum, 315 

Pithecolobium, 383, 448 
Pittosporura, 58, 439 
Planera, 449 
Piatanus, 73, 111, 328 
Platycenura, 390 
Plocana, 104 
Plumba^, 242 
Piumiena, 180 
Poa, 207 

Podocarpus, 234, 417, 444, 
446, 447 

Podophyllum, 270 
Pogostemon, 814 
Pomciana, 179 
Poiusettia, 167 
Polianthes, 420 
Polyactis, 185 
Pol>gala, 382 
Polygonatum, 384 
Polygottum, 221 
Polypodium, 832. 
Polyporus, 158, 191, 277, 
412 

Polystichum, 78 
Polytnchum, 277 
Pomadema, 130 
Pongamia, 338 
Populus 27, 136, 333, 440 
Porphyra, 242. 

Potenum, 69 
Prangos, 338 

Primula, 28, 140, 331, 
338 

Pnnglea, 74 
Pnnoft, 406, 441 
Prioaium, 309 
Profiopia, 8, 9 
Protea, 214, 339 
Protococcus, 347 
Primus, 11, 20, 68, 240, 
330, 336, 380 
Psidmm, 201 
Psophocarpus, 194 
Psoralea, 41, 228, 337 
Psychotna, 222 
Ptens, 58, 171 
Pterocarpus, 204, 340, 356, 
367 

Ptero^cylon, 383« 


Ptychosperma, 74* 
Ptychotis, 7 
Puccima, 214. 

Pulhionana, 253, 305. 
Punica, 332 
Puya, 341 

Pyrethrum, 172, 178 
Pyrus, 18, 20, 27, 316, 876, 

439 

Quadria, 29 
Quassia, 342 

Quercus, 133, 291, 295, 366, 

440 

QuiUi^a, 343 

Rafflrsia, 345. 

Ramahna, 301 
Randia, 221 
Ranunculus, 320, 434. 
Raphanus, 344 
Raphia, 230, 307 
Ravenala, 417 
Reseda, 272, 437 
Rhagodia, 363 
Rhamnus, 65, 156, 253 
Rheedia, 439 
Rheum, 350 
Rhiiiacanthus, 284 
Rhipsalis, 76 
Rhizomor]>ha, 185 
Rhizophora, 264 
Rhododendron, 177, 349. 
Rho<lomenia, 159 
Rhodorrhiza, 296 
Rhus, 187, 249, 397, 426, 
437 

Rhynchosia, 43 
Rhynchospenuum, 225 
Ribes, 145, 195. 

Riccia, 249 
Richardia, 419 
Richardsonia, 122, 222. 
Ricinus, 307 
Rivina, 54 
Robmia, 250, 355 
Rocella, 90, 301 
Rollmia, 239 
Rosa, 353 
Rosmannus, 356 
Rottlera, 232 
Rou(>ellia, 141. 

Kubia, 254 
Rubus, 60, 346 
Ruellia, 353 

Rumex, 155, 212, 351, 385. 
Ruscus, 70 
Ruta, 357 

Sabal, 808, 410 
Saccharum, 396 
Saccolabium, 302, 


Sagittaria, 24 
Saguerus, 307. 

Sagus, 224, 362. 

Salacia, 415 
Salicornia, 193 
Sahsbuna, 257 
Salix, 304, 363, 439, 440 , 
441 

Salsola, 193, 364* 
Bahadora, 281 
Salvia, 112, 861. 

Sambiicus, 150, 162. 
Sangumaria, 55 
Sanguisorba, 69 
Sanseviera, 210 
Santalum, 43, 342, 365. 
Sapindus, 388 
Saponaria, 384 
Sapota, 68, 284. 
Sarcocephalus, 816. 
Sargassum, 202. 

Sarracema, 377 
Sassafras, 363, 369. 
Satureia, 370 
Sauvagesia, 212 
baxifraga, 44, 250 
Schinus, 269, 275 
Schistostegta, 277 
Schleichera, 237 
Sell la, 389 
Scirpus, 68 
Scorzonera, 871. 

Seaforthia, 74 
Secale, 358. 

Sechium, 113 
Selagmella, 349 
Semecarpus, 268 
Sempemvura, 216. 

Senecio, 200 
Sequoia, 261, 848 
Sei^auia, 412 
Sesamum, 193, 875 
Sesbania, 150 
Shepherdia, 67 
Shorea, 363 
SiderozyloQ, 223. 

Silphium, 129 
Simaba, 102 
Simaruba, 842 
Sinapsis, 280, 281. 

Slum, 879, 436 
Smilax, 94, 113, 368, 406 
Sinyrnium, 8. 

Soja, 886 

Bolanutn, 52, 85, 16 % 336 , 
481 

Solenostemma, 24. 

Sohdago, 195 
Sonneratia, 232. 

Sophora, 885 
Sorghum, 63, 202, 272. 
Soymida, 257. 
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Spartium, 68, 187, 844. 
Sphaena, 186 
Sphagnum, 277 
Spigelia, 448 
Spinacia, 888 
Spiraea, 389 
Spodiopogon, 68 
Spondias, 213, 304 
Stachytarpheta, 407 
Stadtmannia, 222 
Stanhopea, 302 
Stapelia, 94 
Staphylea, 53 
Statice, 241, 411 
Steenhammata, 305 
Stercuha, 57, 177 
Sticta, 253 
Stillmgia, 401 
Stipa, 169 
Strelitzia, 395 
Strychnos, 119, 290, 383, 
425 

Styrax, 47, 393 
Swartzia, 310 
Swietenia, 256 
Symphonia, 212 
Syraphoncarpus, 383 
Symxihj'tum, 129 
8y raplocarpus, 380 
Symplocos, 250 
Syncarpia, 423 
Synnga, 244 

Tabkbnjemontana, 138 
Tacca, 105, 319 
Tamarind ua, 401 
Taraanx, 265, 401, 402 
Tamus, 64 
Tanacetum, 402 
Tanghmia, 303 
Taraxacum, 150 
Tarchonanthus, 178 
Tasmannia, 819 
Taxodium, 147 
Taxus, 447 
Tecoma, 68 
Tectona, 408 
Telopea, 434 
Tephrosia, 220 
Tarminalia, 282 


Testudmana, 416 
Tetracera, 436 
Tetragonia, 388 
Teucrmm, 411 
Thapsia, 26, 94, 190 
Thea, 404 
Thelephora, 158 
Theobroma, 114 
Thrmax, 410 
Thuja, 22, 101, 367 
Thymus, 411 
Tiha, 41, 246 
Tillandsia, 277 
Tmospora, 189 
Toluifera, 34 
Tontelea, 415 
Torreya, 290 
Torrubia, 186 
Torula, 445 
Trachylobium, 131 
Tradescantia, 387 
Tragopogon, 364 
Trapa, 111 
Treculia, 62 
Tribulus, 79 
Tnchcosanthes, 381 
Tnchilia, 357 
Trichomanes, 174 
Tnfolium, 121 
Trigonella, 170 
Tripsacum, 67 
Tristauia, 423 
Tnticum, 319, 387, 394, 
438 

Tropaeolum, 83, 142 
Tub«r, 418 
Tull pa, 420 
Tussilago, 128 
Typha, 68, 348 

Ulex, 187 
Ulmus, 163, 285 
Ulva, 242 
Umbilicaria, 418 
Uncaria, 189 
Urania, 395, 417 
Urceola, 88 
Urtica, 211, 285, 286 
Usnea, 418 
Ustilago, 380 


THE END 


ITvana, 239. 

Vaccinixjm, 48, 141, 217 
Valenana, 387, 426 
Vanda, 302 
Vanilla, 425 
Vatena, 131 
Vepris, 223 
Veratrum, 209 
Verbascum, 278 
Verbena, 428 
Vemonia, 235 
Viburnum, 202* 

Vicia, 403 
Victona, 428 
Vigna, 114 
Viola, 431 
Virgilia, 446. 

Viscum, 274 
Visraia, 190, 275 
Vitex, 341, 408 
Vitis, 52, 429 
Voandzeia, 161. 

Vochysia, 130 

Wellujgtonia, 261. 
Welwitschia, 437 
Willughbeia, 88 
Wnghtia, 221, 305. 

Xanthitjm, 69 
Xanthorrhoea, 199 
Xanthoxylon, 188, 212, 
318, 415, 446. 

Ximenia, 366 
Xyha, 222 
Xylomelum, 443 
Xylopia, 202, 318 

Yucca, 5, 157. 

Zamano, 448 
Zamia, 76, 362, 448 
Zauthorhiza, 446 
Zasmidium, 185 
Zea, 257 
Zingiber, 192 
Zizania, 83 
Zizyphus, 115, 229 
Zostera, 200 
Zygophyllum, 43 
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